
 

The second activity is to copy the phrase using the pebble notes in the basket. 

 

The children love “writing music”. 

 

 

The music writing corral. 
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Another fun writing activity is to use magnetized notes (lids sprayed black) and place them on a staff stuck on a white board to 
“write” their own music. 

 

The children can then choose an instrument and “read and play” the music they’d written. 

 

The big wooden room divider was converted into a sound station. Children experimented with different sounds the different items 
made. 
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Written music is available for children to “read and play” music. 

 

My husband helped me construct a “flip-flop panflute”. An old flip-flop is used to whack the top of the pipes to make a winded 
popping sound. 
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The pots-and-pans drum station is especially popular with the boys. 

 

 

The chimes (wooden, metal and tin cans) provide an interesting source of sounds. 
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Children can choose instruments from two baskets attached to the wooden divider. 

 

 

The most popular part of the music center is the “orchestra pit”.  The orchestra pit simply is a number of upturned logs for 
seating. Children choose an instrument, come to sit on one of the logs and follow the conductor’s lead to play their instruments. 

 

CONCLUSION 
At this new music center, apart from just having fun banging on pots and pans, the children learn many things 
about music: they have the opportunity to discern between different types of sounds, that some have resonance 
and others are dull, that some instruments make a deeper sound than others, that some go “up” and some go 
“down”; they learn that just like you write letters to form words and sentences, you write music so you can read 
it and play it with instruments. They can practice writing their own music and play it and also learn about the 
different notes. They learn that it takes teamwork to make music together and they practice this in the “orchestra 
pit”, playing their instruments led by the “conductor”.  
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