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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM

Public relations between schoel and community is a
basic¢ problem with all public school administraters and
scheool officials. A public school must‘bc administrated
and operated in such a way that it will reflect tho needs
and wishes of the whole comaunity, particularly this is true
during these times ef increasing enrellments and new
building programs.

Statement of the problem. During the school year of
1951-1952, the Hot Springs.déﬁﬁunity faced a general nnrest -

. caused by a local political sitnation, which unfortunately,*

was brought into the open through the schoel and school
elections. A minority group iﬁ thé‘cemmnnity usédthq )
school,ga‘aﬂchal point‘fér.dpterhiningpérsonal issues and
the -control of lecal politics.

The stability of the schoel and the confidence of

teachora, pupils and parents were weakened. In order to::
restore the confidence of the community in its school and
stabilize the schoel itself, the real attitudes of the people
in the community had to be known and rumers discarded.

-1-
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Background of the problem. The problem of good
public fclationa and proper support of the school in Hot
Springs has been of long standing.

Due to the fact that the economic life of the
eommuniﬁy.is based on the medical spring facilities which
attracts old?r people, ﬁho prepé:t;on of<oldqr p90plo'wi£h
no childran‘of'achoel age 1is grqater thdn’ﬁhd.average
community of its size. These people, on the whole, are not
sympathetic te greater eipenditures of tax money for
education. They are a conservative group, and as such, are
somewhat reluetant ta change. Further increasing this

‘T‘ﬁ'Problem, is»tha comparatively small amcunt of tax asseasablc o
property in the district.

Anothor—faeter involved 1a the problem arising out of
the locgtiqnsat thc.high school at Hot Springsm Rivalry with .
two nearby communities for thérlocafionfaf the high schooel
in 1934 caused dissension among them which has not been
entirely forgotten although students from all thfce

communities now attgnd the high schoel in Hoet Springs.
Another cause of the problem was the existence of two

newspapers in the community. One of these papers had made a

practice of making personal attacks on persons and institu-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-3a
tions, including the scheel and its personnel, for many

years causing dissension and rifts in the l1life ef the
community. The second paper was started in 1950 by business
owners in Hot Springs to suppert the activities and

:erganizations of the community. This rivalry culminated in
bitter and. unwarranted ‘attacks on the scheel and schoel
personnel by the'elderrpaper.

Personal attacks against the scheol administration
by a lecal teacher began when her teaching contract was not
renewed and all epposition was joined together to place men
on the board ot trusteee who would replace the superintendent

“'ef schoele.j This eppoeition wae brought to a head in the

canpaign for achoel election in which the three candidatee
of the greup were defeated. ‘,' _

gggpoee ef the ggg_z ‘Rumors, charges. and recrimina- -
tions beeet the.comnunity and confusion about the schoel was
widespread. The necessity ot separating truth from rumor
seemed essential if the school was to have the support of
the community and continue a goed scheel program. The real

attitudes toward the scheel had to be found.

Precedured for selutien. In the local situation, an

opinien poll, taken in euch manner that people would feel

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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free to express their true opinionl and reveal their real
attitudes towards the schoel, seemed the best method. The
Illinois Inventories ef Opinionl by Hand, Finlay and Dolie
were sele&ﬁod to carry out the pr'je;t. Tﬁese inventories are
quoationnairoa_digignod to ebtain true attitudes of people
tewards their schoels and have been proved practical by
wido,uitgoc | - |

Th;.peqple of the community were divided inte five
;roupings: parents, non-parents, secondary scheol pupils,
upper elementary schoel pupils and teachers.

A copy ot the Illinois Invento gz of Parent Oginign
'?ﬁ'Qwas nailed to tho hsad ef oaeh rauily having a ehild L

enrolled in the lecal achool with a lettor of .explanation

" and return entelqpe. L ‘total of 165 quzstionnaires were

mailed.
Because of the largé proportion of residents in Het

Springs who did not have children in schoel, the necessity

of finding eut their attitudes seemed very important. As

ne inventory was available for this group, a questionnaire

1 Hand, Harold C.,, What People Think About Their
Schools. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World Boek Company
lgﬁg PP 153“’ 2170 . .
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was made up, using significant items from the Parents'
Invénto;x but eliminating personal references to children.
‘This'qﬁestionnaire was alse maliled with the letter otﬁhu
explanation and return envelope to all the heads of families
whose names wers listed in the telephone directory and who did
not have chi;ﬁrenohrallod'in'tho school. This.ﬁhon-parent'
group tétaledfs§vehty-tive. -

Nerpdpér publicity‘was‘given to the survey before
th@bﬁueitidnnaires were mailed and again eon the same day
they were reeeivcd. Two weeks later printed %%%d: were

sent to each reninding them to return the 1nvcntory.

L\‘&Q‘h

Tho Illinois Inven gz or 211 Oginion, soeondary
' and upper elenentary forus, wers distributed to the pupils

by their hone room toachors and conpleted under thc
| suporvision of tho teaehors. Seventy-ninc pupils conpletod
tho_secﬁndary\and seventy-two,-the upper elenentary.
The Illineis Inventery of Teacher Opinion was self-
adniniséereé.by'thc fburteen tcaehqrs empleyed in the
scheol system..
 The replies of all inventories returned were
tabulated and compiled in the following chapters te illustrate

the true attiyudcs of the community and to estimate, for

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



b=
administrative purpeses, educational changes desired by

the community.
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CHAPTER II
THE SURVEY OF PARENTS' OPINIONS
The epinions of parents as a group im the community

are of ihc greatest inpoftance in determining and

administrating the ﬁolieioo of the §ommun1cy's school., As

the opinions ef the pgreht; :efieet the generalnatﬁitudea-

and opinioni-of5£he'children atténdiﬁg‘the school, the

raising of parents' voices for or agiinst the schoel is a

sound reflecting tﬁo opinions of those people most persenally

interested and affected by the policies in effect or being

prujected. Other groups 1n the coununity may applaud or
"%condemn but the greatest w01ght 1ies in the opinions of the

parents. L

In this praj;et of ﬁrying ﬁe digcoéet the true

attitudés‘of ihq\poéplo of the Hot Springs eommuhity through 45;

the use ef the opiﬁidﬁ inventory, all of the families havinﬁ&%

children enrolled in the elementary and high school wers

mailed questionnaires. The total number sent out to parents

residing in the eommuniti was 158. Seventy-six, or forty-

six per cent, were returned completed. In order te determine

if this number was a fair sampling ef the parents, the

=
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eccupation of the head of each family was noted. A

tabulation ef Question E on the first page of the inventory
ef opinion was made and compared with the occupational

distribution of the parents as shown in Table I, to determine

how representative the reply group was.

 TABIE I
HOW REPRESENTATIVE IS THE REPLY GROUP?

Oécuéagi;nal Level griz; ::::azﬁod | i:;l;ezgot;
.. - (N = 158)% (N = 76)
1. Agricﬁltnre - - 36 36

2. Dnskilled .0 0 287 o 27

| 3. Eﬁsiﬁi#s-pfofei;ion;i | 18 19
he @raftanenéakilled | '1A  - 16
5. élerieai-salea | I 'S 2

*In'ﬁhii'dﬂdmin”éubé§quént tables, N = the number of cases.
er responses

Evidence obtained from the percentages given in
Table I shows that although the reply group made up only
forty-six per cent of the total parents cahvassod,

eccupational representation ef the reply group was almost

identical with the total group canvassed. It can be assumed,
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from this information, that the reply group is a fair

sampling eof all eccupational levels of parents having
children enrolled in the Hot Springs schools; and the

opinions and attitudes of these parents should represent
the opiniens and attitudes of all thopafegts fairly
accnrately, 1nsofar#s”occupgtibn,can be considered as
critgri;.

' To determine further the representative character

of the ;eply group, a tabulation of the ages of the parents
returning questionnaires was made. The results of this
tabulatien are givon in Table II.

B _TABLE II. - L
AGE GROUPS or PARENTS REPLIING

......

| Age . : : T ’v. Per éent in

Grewes LR
Under 30 | s
30 te 39 | 3?7
L0 to A9 | 32
50 te 59 " 17
60 or elder |

No response

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Table II shows the largest group ef parents replying
are between the ages of 30 and 49 with smaller numbers in
the older and younger age groups. This would indicate a
fair representation of all the pareﬁta, according to their
ages.

Uting as eritoria, oceupations of the parents and
age groupa of the parents, Tables I and II indicate that
those parents replying are a fair cross sectien of all the
parents in the community and the opinions and attitudes of

the reply group should be truly representative.

Overall rating of satiafaction—diasatisfaction. Thc
fevorall picturo of parent satiafaction-dissatisfactien‘1- "
mirrored in the replies to Question 1, Part I of the
questionnairo. The conclusion, after observing in Tabk III
the results of tabulatingzauestion-l, should be "all is
weil'. However, although more than eighty per c;ﬁt of the
| parn;t; ;oplying were either "satisfied" or "very well
| satisfied™, twenty per cent o} the parc;tsﬂhhd found fault
with the ;poration and administratien of the school, at

least in some particular phase or phases. Table III
indicates that the number of parents who are cleafi}

vdissatisfied™ or "very much dissatisfied”™ are nearly non-

~
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existent. However, the li4.8 per cent of the parents whe
| TABLE III

RESPONSES OF ALL PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"In general, are you satisfied or dis-
satisfied with your child's schoel?"

o

ﬁ@pIy ,;l. | D Per cent .
Very well satisfied - .37;6
Satisfied L3.8
About half and half | 14.8
Dissatisfied - 03.1

O

- Ve gz much disaatisfie 013
aro "about half and half" atisfied indicate that there are

-

some . speeific phases of thc school program which are not
-.approved. Tho administration and the teachers as well,
should not overloak the possibility that these "spocifics'
are important, even though thcy apparently come from a
minority group. The smallest smudge can eventually burst

inte flame.
The purpose of this chapter is not te point to

Table III and then conclude that the great majority ef the

parents 1n the Hot Springs community are happy and contented

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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with the achool and that the minority who are not must have
come inconsequential and personal reasons for not being
satisfied. Rather, after rocognizing that the majority of
parents are satisfied in general, the purpese should be to
try to discover what are the “séocifics' of satisfaction-
dissatisfaction and doos‘tho'ihionto;z ég Parent Opinion
point to specific practices a;éoooﬁditions'which should be
stressed or changed.

Troatment of children _x.teachorg and other school

officials. Probably ene of.the,most.significant of the

*spoeifics“ 13 the opinion of thc parent as to tho troatment

- -

| "of hia child by tho teachors and othor achool authorities.
Few, if any, of the ether componontl of paront aatisfaction
uould seen to earry as much weight as docs the foeling that
ene's children are being treated-as they shonld by the |
school.. Question 3 in Part I ef the parents' inventery

providoa an index of pafont,satisfaction-disaatiafaction in

this fegard.
The results of the tabulating of Question 3, as shown

in Tabl; IV, show a high degree of satisfactien among the
paronts of"both high schoel and elementary school children,

with the manner in which their children are treated by the
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teachers and other officials of the schoel.

In viewing the results, the possibility appears that
the par;nta of high school children are not as well satisfied

as the oiemcntary school parents. Although the differences
are not great and there are apparenﬁly no more who are

ndissatisfied”, the larger percentage in the "half and halt'

-

group would 1ndicato that the high school teachera ahould
take steps to diacover whether there ia any'basis Ior this

TABLE IV

RESPONSES OF PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

- wIn genéral, are you satisfied er
dissatisfied with the way your child
is treated by the teachers and other o
:,officiala 1n his aeheel?'.gg o -

L

Per cent of Per cent of

Reblj - | High‘School. : Elementary-schoel
DR v M
Ver‘woilgaat;Afi;d f | hk-k, L - ) 53.0"
Satisfied 33.2 32.7

About half and half 15.0 6.1
Dissatisfied : - -

ﬁbry nuchdissatiafiod 3.7 2.1

ﬁo opinion - 2.1

Ne response 3.7 4.0
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difference.
Question 3b ef Part I gave dissatisfied parents

an oppoétunity te stat; their reasons for their dissatisfaction.

Five high school parents and three elementary parents
;eSpon&ed to this éudstion. Four of these responses, eone
elementary and three high sehgiig;weré grouped about the
same reason. These answers were céncerned with faveritism

shown by teachers. The small number responding in this
manner would indicate a problem, but might suggest to the

high schoel teachers, in particular, that there may be
misunderstandings with atuﬂents_that,ahéulg_repgiv§ ;he;r 
| Discipline. Rumors to the effect that there was
'dissatigféééiéﬁ;in-?egaﬁ& télfhe:di§§i§1155 1n't£e local |
schoels madathe subject.of disciplino'onqzéf the important
”spécifics"yin this lecal .inventory. Parents:will not be

‘satisfied with the scheol if they feel that their children
. are being subjected to discipline which they regard as teo

strict, “toe lax, or a:confused and conflicting hedgepodge
of both. They can allo;beaexpecte¢ to share their:children's

resontment'toward-teachers'who'are overly lenient on day

and ultra strict the next. Reliable diagnosis in reference
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to these possible sore spots are afforded by Questions 6, 7,
and 8 in Part I of the parents' inventory.
It is quite obvious in examining Table V that the

opinions ef the parents do not criticize the schoel for

maintaining a "teo strict" discipline, A large majority
of parogts‘feei that the éiacipline in the school is "abeut

right". The 2 per cent of elementary school parents, who

feel that the discipline is "nowhere near Strict onough”,

- -

are probably teo be expected as a common percentage in any
TABLE V

RESPONSES OF PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

”In"goneral, is the-discipline in your
child's school toe strict or not strict

"ﬂéfenough?u C f\.  R

- | | Per cent of Per cent of
Reply Elenontary School High Schoeel
. , : R . Parents . -~ = ' Parents

et ez

It is much tee strict = = - -
It is toe strict - - -
It is about right 73k , 63.0
ic is net strict enough 18.4 30.0
it is newhere near strict enough 2.0 -
ﬁo opinion | Le2 7.0
No response 2.0 -
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community. The fact that 18.4 per cent of the elementary
parents and SO per cent of the high school parents feel
that the discipline is not strict enough might indicate
that either the parents do not fully understand the
philesophy ef discipline in the lecal schoels or that there
is actually something ef a "smudge™ fer the faculty te
examine, N :

In order to examine the discipline situation more

cafefully, a cress-check was made between Question 1, as

represented in Table III, and the results of Questien 8a
as shown in TabIe Y. This check was made to discover how

.}the parents whe were- satisfied or disaatisfied with the |
school respoadcd to the question ef discipline.
From the perccntagos shown in Table VI about 5 per

cent more parents of high school atndonta than elementary
parents in the satisfied group feel ‘that the discipline is

net strict enough. All the parents, both high school and
elementary, in the dissitisfied group, indicated that the
diseiplinb was not strict enough. However, it should be
remember@d that the dissatisfied'gréup made up only 3.1

per cent of the total. 14.3 per cent of the satisfied

elementary parents and 15.8 per cent of the satisfied high

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-17- .

| - - LY ssuodsea oy
- LJ . o
$ OA - _4.m : uojuide of
| - £€ U m. yZnous 2451149 JBU SIVYMON
00T 9% S oy -
g°s1 ue,,wu £t . y3nous 9937338 0K
v S
- - - 20T138 00]
- - IR - 97438 003 UOINR
(T = R) _{6T.= R) Eon i€ = 1 |
oo nwnou"m : “sueed awnoaamwwwﬂ .Mwmom¢mv
il ‘POTIETIRG  POTJSTIESSTq  POTISTAeS”
qUed X8d - JO.3UED I8d O 3USD Jod  JO AUED Jod Atdey
(Teeuos u3tH) ahuuon-aoamw

-

nwnwaoao 497318 qeu

x0 uu«uu- oo» aoonon a.uaanu naeh nﬁ onadaﬁuu«v cna -w .ﬂuuoaeu Ty
.zonammza JHL O1l SINIEVd nmummmaqmmmn nzd nmuhmmaam IHL JO SASNOISTH

-

IA mqm<h

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



18w
school parents indicated that they felt the discipline was
not strict enough. None of the satisfied parents felt that
" the discipline was "nowhere near strict enough" which weuld
seem to indicate th;t if there iz a problem, 1; is not a.
deeply felt concern.

Examination of the b part of Question 8, which gave
parents oppartunity to. exproas opinions and reasons why
the discipline was noet liked, showed only nine parents, or
about 12 per cent, responding. Four responses indicated
that the students had toe much f;eedom and five felt the
teachers were at fault.

Responsos to Questians 6 and kA regarding the

changeablenoas of the teachers in their diseipline and the

differonce;_between;teachers’ disciplipe.uore very similar
in the number'agreeihgand4d£gagrgdiﬁ5_th§£itﬁese‘wero
important factors. In response to Question 6, "Are your
child's teachers too changeable in their diseipiine to suit
you?"; 66 per cent of the parents were of the opinion that
the?ﬂwere not and 10 per cent felt that they were, The
remaining 24 per cent were uncertain.

In Question 7, the parents were asked if they felt

that diftefencea in diseipline among the different teachers
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kept their children from getting as much as h? could out of
his schoolwork. 67 per cent of the parents felt that it did
not, 9 per cent felt that it did, and 24 per cent were
uncertaincv
In view of the responses te Questions 6, 7, and 8, it
seens aﬁparent that the majority of the parents respondingl
felt that the discipline in thquchoéi was about right.
However, among about one-fourth ef the parents and including
both those who are satisfied with the school and those
dissatisfied, there is a feeling that the discipline is not
strict enough. As the.froe responses of the parenﬁs did not
o point to apeeific points, a review of‘thc disciplinary
mothods and philosophy of tho school by the teachers weuld
- be 1n€orderzwith7anfeyb te either a change or a conference
with parénts for exglangiionléf tho.nethods-and philosephy
to achievé a better undoratanding; |
_glg with schoolwork, From other studies which have’
been conductod in other schools at all three school levels--
high school, upper elementary, and lower elementary--it was
clear that fathers and mothers were distressed if they

feei that their children's teachers are net giviang them
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sufficient help with their schoolwork.t
Question lla, Part I, of the inventory was asked for
the pnrﬁose of dotermining.how the'parents felt about the
help their children were getting with their scheelwerk. The
results of the tabulation of this'quqstion are given in
Table VII, | | . |
Table VII’clearly'shews that parents approva thc
present practices of the teachers in regard te the help they
give the children with their schoolwerk. The slightly more
favorable replies by the parents of high school students
could be attributed to the general opinion that students of
high :chool age should.be mora indopondont and roquiro le:s e
'individual help than elemontary children. Further
.1ndieatien of parent qatisfhctiop-inthi;.réga:d was the absence
of all but»foururéipOﬁée: to Question 11b which gave parents
an oppertunity te express an ;pinicn of iho kind of h§1p
which the childrem should receive., One of the responses

expressed a general dissatisfaction with the teachers,

three desired extra help in academic subjects for their

4

children.

1 Hand, Harold C., What People Think About Their

Schools. -ggnkors-On-Hudson,'New York: World Book Company,
P. - .
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TABLE VII

RESPONSES OF THE. PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"How much help do your child's teachers
usually give him on his schoolwork?"™

’ _ Per cent of Per cent of
Reply Elementary School = High School.
. g . Parents. Parents

(N = 49) . (N = 27)
ALl the help he needs 30.6 hhedk
Most of the help he needs 46,9 40.8
About half the help he needs 6.1 3.7
Some of the help he needs 6.1 -
'“Very littla of the holp he needs 2L o ST
 Né a opinion - S 2 3.1
No response . o 6l -‘ 1 2

Curriculun of the schcol. The local school

administration has, on a number of occasions, beon asked why
certain subjects are not taught or why this or that activity
is not carried on. Usually the answer has been "lack of

teacher personnel™ or ™inadequate facilities®”. The purpose

- ooy . -

of Questions 21 and 2l1a of Part I was to:determine how many

of the parents felt the offérings of the school program were
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inadequate and to find out what the parents felt their

children should be learning in school and were not. It is
reasopablc to assume that unless pupils have an opporﬁunity
to learn whatever their parents would liko to have them
learn, the patrons of the school are  certain to be
dissatisfied with the program.. -

The offerings of a high school curriculum ‘are usually
more Opcn for criticism than the elementary course of study
as the wider variety of offerings in high achool may often
raise a question among parents as to why one certain subject
is offered and their favorite is not. The tabulations of

';7 iresponses to. Queation 21, as. shoun in Tablo VIII; were' ;,;iﬁj
soparatod by olemontary and high school parents fbr this .
reason. The. porccntagos in. Table VIII show that more
eriticism is made of the high achool currieulun although
the results show little dissatisfaction with either the
elementary or secondary level. The‘small amount qt
dissatisfaction shown seems rathér out of ordinary as the

- Hot Springs High School is not able to offer a wide variety
6r'cﬁoico of-subjécts. Either the parents analyzed the
curriculum of the school in relation to its financial status

or were giving approval for curriculum as it is at present
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TABLE VIII

RESPONSES OF. THE PARENT3 TO THE QUESTION:

”Aro there things ﬁhac your ¢hild should’
be ‘learning right now which are not being
taught in his school?"

2

Per cent of  Per cent of
Reply Elementary School High School
. - -+ . Parents Parents
No, none - 47.0 o 37.0
Yes, a few things 204 b 33.4
Yes, many things 2.1 Tk
No opinioh, 1k.3 14.8

No response | 16.2 . Y

T

without relating 1t with the offerings of larger schools.
Of the twenty-aeven parents of- highxschool stndents

who returned questionnaires, nine offered free responses to

Question alb suggesting sixteen "things their child should
be learning which are not being taught in his school®.
These are listed with the number of responses for each:

Vocational Agriculture

3
3 Foreign language
2 ﬁechanics

1

Honesty, fairness, respect for others
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Better current events
Athletics for all children
ﬁore shop
Eoys chorus
éafety education

énsiness law

R I R T .

Applied psychology
The lack of grouping would indiecate that there is no
éoncerted feeling that new subjects should be added to the
curriculum of the high school. 'However, "vocational
‘agriculture" . "more_ shop" -and. "mechanics" might be grouped

| 'together, m;ki;g“six fesééﬁseé ;n favor o; adding mechanical
arts to the curriculum.‘ o | |
| In relations to Questions 21a and 21b regarding the
adequacy of the achool's offerings, Question 18a and |
Question 18b should also be considered. Question 18a asked
for the opinions of the parents as to how much their
children are studying in school will be useful to him in
everyday life. As so little dissatisfactien was expressed
in this regard, éhe replies of the parents are giveﬁ in |

Table IX without separation of high scheol and elementary.
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TABLE IX
RESPONSES OF THE PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:
"How much of what your child ia studying
in school do you think will be useful to

him in everyday living?*®

-
-

Per cent of

Reply _ '~ Parents Replying
. | T e
Practlc#lly evefything | | | 35.# |
Most of it ' 51.2

About half 4.0
éonsiderably less than half D Y8

1.Very little;§:b_3ﬁ S SRt RS =)« B

No opinion B ';“f‘“}.it” o 4»;&

No response . - | S 4,0

Only seven parents took hdvahtdgéfof their
opportuﬁity t0 name thosé'things'being studied which are not
useful in everyday living as asked for in Question 18b.

None of these responses were grouped and were regarded as #ot
indicative. |

After examining the opinions of the parents as to how

they felt the curriculum of the school fulfilled its obliga=
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tions to the students, the next logical step was to
determine how much, in the opinion of the paxénts, the
students were getting out of their schgolwork. Parents who
feel that the level of achievement of their children is not
high enough are not likely to be enthusiastic about the
school, rogafdlaba ét their approval.dfiﬁha'currieﬁlun. In
Table X are the results of the tabnlatiéh of the opinions of -
the paéonts as given in Question iéa concerning the level of
achievement. Although there is little real dissatisfaction

TABLE X

RESPONSES OF THE PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

,-"All things considered, how much do you . = .
. think your child is getting out of his = .-

schoolwork?®

o 70 'Per cent of .- Per cent of
Reply - Elementary School High School
N _ . Parents . Parents

(H.! h9)v.A - (N = 27) |

About all that he could get 65.3 33.3
Somewhat less 2044 W8.2
COnsiderably less kel Teky
A great deal less h.l 3.7
No opinion 2.0 -

No response hel 7.4
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shown, the fact should be noted that the percentage of high
school parents who felt that their children were "getting
about all that they c¢ould get" is only half as mn;h as that
of the elementary parents. With this in mind, an
examination of Question 16b ;as made to determine why the
parents of the high school students felﬁ that ths level of
achievement Qas less in-the:high’school'ﬁhan'in the
elementary grades. Nineteen of the twenty-seven high school
parents made responses to Question 16b as follows:

13 He doesn't study hard enough.

I He spends'too much time
L student activities. L

2 Teachers do ‘not givs enough
attention to slow learners.

"2 He isn't interested in school '

work.

'1' Teachers do not'givs enough
individual help.

) § He does too much work outside
school.

It is impossible to draw a definite conclusion from the
grouping of responses of "he doesn't study hard enough®™ as

there is no indication of'why the parents feel this way.
It is possible that the parents are blaming themselves,

their children, or the school. It would be well for the
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teachers and the school administration to investigate this
group of opinions.

Fin cia; dem g. Parents are very likely to be
distrnbed or vexed. if they feel that the school is
expecting or requiring their children to bring money from
home in quantities which they either regard as:nnreasondble
or cannot afford. They may feel that their younggﬁers are
"missing out™ on soﬁe of the benefits of the schéol'program
gecauae ot,tge financial costs of school activities.
Questions 22a and 23a were examined to reveal how the
parents felt in these respects. The opinions of the parents

in regard to Question ZZa are ahown 1n Tabla XI. ﬂAs the
:}finaneial demanda on high school students are grcater than
those of the alemsntary,grades, ;he 1arger percentage of -
high school parents who felt that the financial demands were
*far too‘mﬁch”:is to be cxpected although Table IILdoe# nbﬁ_'
;eveal any'ex;essive financial demands on thn stu&ents.
Following up the statiétics of Table XI, an examination of
duestion:22b asking the parents—for thé kinds of requests or
needs for money'which should be eliminated revealed
nothing. Only five parents responded, indicating only a

variety of needs and requests, such as pictures, reimburse-

ment by students for lost equipment, etc. Apparently, a
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TABLE X1

RESPONSES OF THE PARENTS TO. THE,QUESTIOH:

fHow do you feel about the amount 6f money
your child needs in order te take part
fully in 3chool life?™

*

Per cent of Per cent of
Reply . Elementary School High School
, - Parents - Parents -
Altogether t0o much 2.0 .
Far too much ' 10.3 22.3
About the right amount Tl 66.6
No opinion 14.3 Teh

R S

minority of parents feel that the expenditures are burdensone
lalthough they may be necessary.

Question 23a attempted to find out if the amount of
money required for school and its activities made it too
hard for students who did not have much money to spend to
take part as much as they should in what goes on at school.
Appraiimetely half of the parents felt that it did not and
less than 20 per cent felt that it did, There were 25 per

cent who were uncertain. No difference ihrresponses
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between elementary and high school parents appeared,
indicating that perhaps the elementary parents were not
answering by experience, but rather by information received
or heard fron others. Queétion 23b revealed that the
parents felt that such things as the yearbook, class rings,
etc., along with parties, dances, and bdll gamés.wore the
most important items which they felt handicopped the
children with littlo moneyi Serious attempts have been
made by the faculty and administration of the school to keep
student expenditures at a minimum by limiting formal parties
and dances and using students in the "little money" category
‘Ias helpera and participants in school.activities.“ The. " |
philosophy that any activity recognized by the school should
be tinanced by the school 1s onme that should be carefully |
considered by the adninistration, teachers, and parents.
Social and economic lines are not drawn finelylin a.rural'
community such as Hot Springs, and there is no record of

student drop-outs for economic reasons.
Teaching methods. Serious discontent among school
patrons may sometimes stem from their perplexity caused by

the teaching methods used in their school. Methods have

changed radically in the last few years and if the parents
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do not understand the methods, they will be dissatisfied

with them and with the school. It is, of course, the duty
of the school to make ciear to t;o parents the whys and
wherefores of new and improved methods of teaching. The
rosponses to Queation 20a as$ evidenced in Tablo III show
a well-satisfied paront population insofar as the teaching

methods are concerned.

TABLE XIT

RESPONSES OF THE PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with
the teaching methods used in your child'

school?”
Per cont of
ey s
Very wélisa‘tﬁia#ie‘d - | - ke 7
Satisfied | | | '37;1
About half aﬁd half 9.1
Dissatisfied 2.6
ﬁcry much dissatisfied . | 1.3
No opinion 2.6
No response | | 2.6
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Cleanliness of the thsic plant. The appearance of

......

the school buildings and grounds ean be of great importance
to parents in their feelings of satisfaction or dissatisfaction

towards the school. This is particularly true of the degree

of neatness and cleaniineaa of halls, lavatories, and
ﬁlaygrounds. The bulldings may be small or old, but parents
will feel that they should be kept clean. The opinions,of’-

the parents in this respect were discloaed in their answers
to Question 27a of the inventory and the results illustrated
in Table XIII.

TABLE XIIT
'RESPONSES 'OF. THE' PARENTS T0 THE _QUESTION:

#'”Are the - roons, halls, rest’ rooms, play- N
grounds, and other parts of your child's
school kcpt ‘clean?”

.
-

" Per cent of -" -"Per’cent of

Reply o fElementary School = High School
: ‘Parents - Parents

| (N = h9) | (8= 27)
Yes, always clean | T 285 29.2
Yes, usually clean 26.6_ | 45.2
No, sometimes dirty 245 14.8
ﬁe, always dirty - 3.6
No Opinion ’ 16.3 30 6

No response : . 8.1 3.6
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Responses to Question 27b, asking the parents to tell

what pa;te of the school they think are not kept clean,
indicated that the lavatories were their main source of
dissatisfaction as there were twenty responses that
specified these rooms as unsatiafactory. Seven other
responses were noted, but indicated only a general
dissatisfaction. As the lavatory space -and facilities in
the school are ver§ inadequate, the attention of the board
of trustees should be directed to the responses of these
questions. The possibility of the need for remodeling or
new conatruction should be considered by them.__

Lunch errangementa.' During the’ achool year, the
lunch program of the Hot Springs School was criticized et
some length regafdinchdsi ot‘;nnehes; haﬁdling of funds,
and teachers eating without cha?ge; The opiniohsof‘the
parents in regard to the lunch program were given in
Question 24a of the inventory and the results are depicted

in Table XIV.

For some reason the parents of elementary school children
are apparently much more satisfied with the lunch program

of the school than are the high school parents, although
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all meals are identical and the same facilities are used.
TABLE XIV

RESPONSES OF THE PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Are you satisfied with the lunch
arrangements in your child's school?"™

.
¥ -

Per ‘cent of Per cent of

- Reply Elementary School - High School
. Parents - Parents
(N = L49) - - - (o= 27)
es A . . . 77;6 A —— 5.5
No 1203 “ 2509
Uncertain L0 14.9

No response N | 6.; | 3,7

The replies of the high school parents to Question ZAb,
whieh they utra 1nv1ted to tell what they did not like aﬁout
the lunch arrangenents, were examined to try to find why
there was not much difference in the satisfaction-
dissatisfaction ratio between high schoél and elementary.

0f the twenty-seven high schooi parents, nine respbnded to
Question 2kb. Of those reponding, three felt the meals
should be made more attractive, three were concerned with

the cost, suggesting that a cheaper meal could be made
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available for those wishing 1t; two felt the teachers should

pay, and one desired a longer lunch period. These responses
were not too'onlightening, but Tablo IV certoinly indicated
that investigation should be ma&o to aooermino why the
parents of high school students are not as well satisfied
as the parents of“the'elemontary ‘school students. |

Overcrowded school buildings. No school administration

needs to be told uhen the school buildings are inadequate
and overcrowded. However, the opinions of the parents can
- be used by both adoinistrator and school board if new

buildings are needed and the need recognized by the parenta.

ffThe proportion of parents who felt that their childron's N
schools are seriously overcrowded was discovered in tho
examination of Question 26, These results are. shown in |
Table IV and 111ustrate the acknowledgnent by the parents
of a somcwhat crowded condition, particularly in the

elementary school, which will be reflected in the high

school department as the larger enrollments in the grades

reach the secondary level.
Teachers attitudes towarda g arents, Parents should

feel wolcome in visiting thoir school. Parents are very

much interested in their children's educition; and if they

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-36=
TABLE XV
RESPONSES OF THE PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:
"Do you think that your child's school is

overcrowded?®
‘ Per cent of = Per cent of
Reply Elementary  School High School
.- ) Parents -+ . Parents
(N =89} . (N = 27)
No, i1t is not overcrowded . 18;§J S 37.0
Yes, it is somewhat overcrowded 59.2 L5
Yes, seriously overcrowded hel 3.7
No opinion 12.3 11.1
No response | 6.1 h 3.7

| f#elitha£ tho;to§chers Qelcbmcvthiip visiti and.ére really
interestéd in the childrenva'happy3pﬁb11c<rqlaﬁiohship can
exist. Thefgplies_oflfheparenﬁérto Qnestion.és ;rq‘
111ustrated in Table XVI and show an apparent excellent
rolati#nship beiween,toécher and parent in the ﬁot Springs
Schools. However, with 15.8 per cent of the parents
reporting fhat‘they have never visited school, an effort
should be made by the teachers and administration to\
encourage a greater per cent of visitation by tﬁe |

parents, -
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TABLE XVI

RESPONSES OF THE PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Are you treated as well as you think you
ought to be treated when you visit school?™

L

Per cent of all

Reply . Parents replying
D . . ,(N3!¢7g)

Yes S  79.0
Sometimes yes, sometimes no | 2,6

No | -

I have never visited schoeol 15.8

No response | . 26

' Most 1iked festure of the school. Of spectal
1nportanco to teachers, administration and board mambers,_.
] in their understanding of the school patrons, is the .
knowledgg of what the patrons likevabout.the.schocl.
Question 34 invited the parent to indicate tﬁe one thing
he most likes about the school which his child is attending.
Of the seventy-six parent_feplies,72 per cent responded to
this question. These'responseq'wora examined and grouped

by general thought of the response. Only those replies

which could be grouped by unanimity of'idea are listed.
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Most Liked Features of the School

17 The capable and efficient teachers
8 éooperation of school
b Teacher-student relationship
3 Friendly atmesphere
3 Everything
3 Ghildren like to go to school
2 Teachers! persdnal.interett in children
2 dood musip department
2 Execellent educational advantages'offered

Hbst disliked fbatures of the schogl._ It is an.

"?:axion ot pnblic relations that the ”sorer" the point, the
-sooner it should roceive remedial and preventive attention.?
In order. to give the school authorities reliable clues to
-the points of dissatisfaction, Qnestion 35 asked the parents
to tell the one thing ‘they disliked most about their child's
school. The same procedure was used as in Question 34,
coding the xeplies in general classifications and listing
all those for which more than one reply was giten.

2Hand, Harold C., What People Think About Their
Schools.. Yonkers-On-Hudson, New Eork World Book Company,

194§¢ Pe hhe -
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Most Digliked Features of the School
Nothing at all
School fight last spring

Not enough tolilet facilities

9
I
3 Marsh sheuld resign from school board
, :
2  ﬁot.enoﬁgh playgronnd.Sﬁéérvision'

2

ﬁelatipnship betwaen‘bdyéjahdngirlgf

Only 43 per cent, or thirty-three of the seventy-
six parénts responded to this qusstiop with the above
results. No particular "sore point" is evident from the
replies. | | . &_ L f - y ‘

:;ﬂ;;  | Iﬁ the face of rising school coats, should taxes ?ﬂ‘-'?
be raised or school services cutz The attitudes of school N
patrons concerniag this question 13 ‘of the utmost 1mportane§'h
to the school,board_and'schooladministration,.:Theirgplies‘

~ to this.question'as-shown in Table:tﬂl,indicaté_ths'felative
size of the two opposed*groupé-in féf;rencé to this question.

Should teachera be . 2‘__ adeguate salaries? A great

deal of discussion was carried on during the past year

regarding this question after the board of trustees

increased the salary schedule of the teachers. The replies
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TABLE XVII
RESPONSES OF THE PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Some people feel that the only way the.
schools can keep up the services they are
now giving is to increase taxes. If this
turns out to be trwe, should taxes be
increased or school services eut?"

Per cent of aii

Reply - | Parents reglying _
Sﬁron;ly feel taxes should be inereased 27.6
Inclined to feel taxes should be increased 21.0
.ﬁqtn*?nre:;: e L 30.2
inéiine& iérféélhséfvibes‘ﬁewcut_ | “ o , i.3.
.étrongly feelfservicés be cut | 3 3.9
ﬁo response | '» | » | 16.0

to Question 8 of Part II of the inventory, regarding
teachera' salaries, are illustrated in Table XVIII and show

the opinions of the parents in this regard.
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TABLE XVIII
RESPONSES OF THE PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Do you feel that teaehers are paid too
much or too little for the work they are
expected to do?™

.
-~

Per cent of all

Reply Parents Reglying
' ; (N = 76)

Feel strongly teachers are paid too much o 1.3 -
o Inclined to feel teachers ‘are paid too much ";:6‘6”}

Teaehern are paid about the right amount 61.7

Inclined to feel that teachers are not

paid enough 16.0

Feel strongly that teachers are not paid

enough 6.6

No opinion 2.6

No response | 5.2

Summary. Examination of the data as reported in the

tables of the chaﬁter reveals a large majority of the
parents, both elementary and high school, quite well
satisfied with the Hot Springs Schools. They seem to feel
that the teachers and administration of the school care

about their children and believe that their children are
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well treated, although the elementary school parents are
somewhat more satisfied than the high school parents.

The disciplinary methods and philosophy are about
right with the greater share, although there is a minority
who believe that it is not quite strict emough, particularly
in the high school. i

Apparently, the curriculum of the school is quite
satisfactory as 1t now atands and the parents are well

."”;,aatisfied with the assiatanco given the students by the
teachers and feel that, for the most part, the students
are getting abogg as much out of their schoolwork as is
possible. Thd‘high.schoel parent is somewhat less
satisfied than the elementary parent.
- Concerning the tiﬂﬁncial_démanda on the students,
the #mount-et money needed for school activities and expense

is about right as far as the great majority of parents are

concerned, with a few more high schoel parents than

elementary showiﬁg dissatisfaction.

Teaching methods used in the school are highly
aceeptable with practically no dissenting opinions.

About one-fourth of the elementary parents felt that

the buiidinga were not kept clean all the time. High school
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parents were not as critical or perhaps as conscious of this.
Most of the criticism pointed toewards the lavatories.

A high percentage of the elementary parents were

happy with the lunch program with a lesser degree of
satisfaection on the part of the high school parents.
The answers to the question of overcrowding of the

school ﬁointed to a‘gfowing consciousness that the physical

plant was becoming.inadequate.

The relationship between parents and taachers brought -

almost a unanimous favorable response by the parents with a
large number of parents pointing to the teachers and the
friendly and cooperative attitude of teachers and school
administration as the best-liked feature of the school.

The parents answering the question-of what was the
most di;liked feature of the school listed the unfavorable
publicity given the school and faculty as the major source
of dissatisfaction. |

The general consensus of opinion was that if
educatiénal costs rose, taxes should be increased rather

than to cut school services.

Parents felt, also, that the salaries of the

teachers were about right, with minority opinions expressed
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that they were ™not high enough™ and "too high",
All in ail, the majority‘of pa;enta are.satisfied
with th;ir school, its teachers, administrators, and the

methods and practices used.
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CHAPTER III

THE SURVEY OF NON-PARENTS' OPINIONS

Almost but probably not quite as important as the
attitud;s and opinions of the parents in the community are
the attitudes and opinions.of those adults who'do not have
children in,school at the present time. Part of this group
have formerly had children attending the local school, some

~ expect to have in the future, others have had children.
'7"¥ééd§§£§d?i£ﬁ9£ﬁérigg;ﬁuﬁitié;; ﬂna;th§re«;fe%those who'ha%é??‘

had no children. This group is defined as the "non-parent®

group.

Few of the "non-parent® group have direct contact
with thé school or-thq”peachefs, and their opinions must be
formed by indirect meané such as newspapers, talking with
students and parents, and such limited contact as attending
school funetions. Although means of contact may be indirect,

there is little doubt that this group is quite conscious of
the school in the community. A large part of this group in
Hot Springs are in business an& probably all of them are
taxpéyers and quite consecious of the cost of the schools.

As many of them are of the "chamber of commerce® group, they

k5=
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like to have a school they can be proud of. When tax levies
are asked for and bond issues attempted, the "non-parent"

group is an important element of community op;nion.
In order to ascertain the opinions of this group,
a questionnaire, similar to but without the personal
reference to children, was mailed.to»seventy-five hones in
the communi;y‘from-which no children were attending school.
The telephone directory was used to determine names. O0f
i;the total number mailed, thirty-nine, or 52 per cent, of thei'
questionnaires were completed and returned. Determination
efﬁhbﬁ representative the reply group was attémﬁted by
occupation; but its conclusiveness is not certain as many
of the reply group did not state occupation, and there were
apparentlditferences of opinion in occupational clasgifi-
cation. . However, the dccﬁpational classification of the
reply graﬁp is shown in Table XIX and is judged to be a

fair sampling of the 'non-pareht" group as far as

- -

occupation is concerned.

The representativeness of the reply group must be
assumed from the occupational table, as the large number
of "no responses”™ would make a comparative table invalid.

Other statistical information given, such as ages and
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TABLE XIX
OCCUPATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF THE REPLY GROUP

Occupational ' ~ Per cent in
Level Reply Group
. . (N = 39)
Agricultural 13.0
Unskilled . 5.1
ﬁuainesa—érofesaional b3.5
‘*LCraftsmen-skilled 'l}i»( f fL;*i;7ﬁ 7;7;:
CIerical-salea 2.5
No response . 28.2

education, would not determine how representative the reply
group was. The fact that the largest percohtages,in .

" Pable XIX are in the agricultural and business-professional
6ccupa€idnal levels, with the latter in the great majofity,
should indicate that the reply group is fairly rebresentative
of those in the "non-parent® classification.

Over-all ;ating of s;tisfaction or dissatisfaction.

Question 1, Part I of the "non-parents” inventory gives a

generalized rating of satisfaction-dissatiafaction with the

school. The distribution of answers to this query is a
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reasonably reliable criterion by which the seriousness of
the various specific criticisms of the school can be
determined.
Many school administrators of small schools believe
that the "nen-parent” group affords the school more criticism
. than the Sparent" gr&up-because of their ”bonser?atismﬁ and
their laci of coﬁtact:with'the school. Tﬁey may also,gc
unwilling taxpayers for the education of someone else's
;u;;;;}children. The general rating of-aatisfaction-dissatisfaction,f

of the "non-parent“ group in Hot Springs 13 illustrated in

Table XX.
TABLE XX

RESPONSES OF NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"In general, are you satisfied or dis-
satisfied with the school in your community?"

Reply ‘ o Per cent

(N = 39)
Very well satisfied 38.5
Satisfied L3.6
Half and half -
Dissatisfied 7.7
ﬁery much dissatisfied 7.7
No opinion : 2.5
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Table XX shows the rate of satisfaction with the

school to be oigh. Only six of the thirty-nine "non-
parents® indicated dissatisfaction with the school system

in gene;al. General satisfaction does not necessarily mean
that'all.phasoa of the school are rated similarly by the
group. Tho questions contained in the "non-parent®
1nventor§ were tabulated to determine ii all phase; of the
school system rated the same degree of satisfaction. |

| Discigline._ Thore is a general feeling among the :*Fv
"non—pafoo£? group, as a whole, that the discipline of
schools in this modern day is too lax. This is to be

expected as older people are more conservative and

particularly those who have not had children in school recall

only their own educational experiences and remember the

"hickory stick®” type of diseipline which they were subjected
éo as the best‘atmosphere of learning. The opinions of the
local "non-parent™ group on this subject are reported in
Table iII and do oear out the above statement. Although
nearlyhﬁolf of them feel that the diseipline is "about right"®,

only a very small percentage feel that "it is nowhere near

strict enough®.

Another criticism which is very likely to be heard

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



50e
TABLE XXI

RESPONSES OF NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"In general, 1s the discipline in your
school too strict or not strict emough?”

Reply l | - - Per cent of non-parents
- | - 39}
Mueh too strict o
foo strict - A_ .
~ About r:lght : o ; 1.6 1 V_' .
JNot strict eneugh | o 33. 3‘ :
Nowhere near strict enough _ 5.1
No opinion 15.5

from members of the "non-parent™ group is that the students
nOﬁa&ays‘are getiingﬁvery‘littl; fromftheir»schoolwork;
that the teachers are too easy on the students and spend
too much time on the "frills" of education. To find the
opinions of this greu; in th;.Hot Springs comﬁunity,
Question 6a, Part I of the Invénto;y was examined and the
results shown in Téble XIII;

The fact that oné;féurth of the responses in Table

XXII reflected the opinion that the students were getting
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TABLE IXII
RESPONSES OF NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:
"All things considered, how much do you think

the students are getting out of their school-
work?"™

Reply Per cent ot_non-pérents
* | (N = 39)

Abont'§11 they can get - ‘;. 30.8

Somewhat less than they could get .,.5_ N ”x'-25‘7,~

‘Considerably léss than they eould get ‘: .u:2:5].

A great deal less than they could get 10.2

No opinion 25.7

No response 5.1

somewhat less than they should out of their schoolwork,
prompted the examination of Question 6b which asked for
reasons., Three reasons were given by the greatest number:
"they don't study hard enough” "spend too much time on
outside activities”, and ”they aren't interested in school

work"™.

Curriculum. Business men and others of the "non-

parent™ group are prone to consider the curriculum of a
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school from the practical viewpoint of whether the subjects
are going to help them in everyday life and usually from an
ccogomic standpoint. Question 7a asked for opinions of the

group in this regard and Table XXIII illustrates these

opinions.
TABLE XXIII |
RESPONSES OF NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:
"How ‘muéh of what young people are studying
in sehool do you think will be uscfnl to hin
in everyday 1iving?' _
Reply Per cent of non-parents
| . (N = 39)
Practically everything 35.9
Most everything 25.7
About half . 10.2
Considerably less than half -
Very little 5.1
No opinion 18.0
No response 501

Only four of the thirty-nine "non-parents® took

advantaée of their opportunity in Qu;stion 7b to state

what subjects they feel will not be useful. All ofvthese
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responses listed academic subjects only.
Nothing significant was shown in the responses to

Questions 9a and 9b regarding subjects which should be in
ﬁhe curriculum but are not. The greater share had neo
opinion or did not respond. Examination of the free
responses in Question 9b found only a scattering of ideas
regarding additions to the curriculum with no grouping of
responses. Only two of the responses suggested subjects
lnot already taught. one of which was ”foreign 1anguage" and

the other, "vocational agriculture"

-

In rclation to the curriculum was Question 8a regarding
the satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the teaching

methods used in the local schools. Although personal
knowledge of teaching methods by the:”nonbparent” group
is unlikely, they do have opinions which are for&ed from
indirect sources. The responses to this quéstion were
highly favorable and are illustrated in Table IXXIV.

'Lunch arrangements. Because of the criticism of the

school cafeteria by people in the community, the opinions of
the "non-parent® group should be significant. As serving

lunches to schoBI children is a fairly recent innovation and

very often tax money is used to support the progranm,
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TABLE XXIV
RESPONSES OF NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with
the teaching methods used in the local

schools?™
‘Reply | Per cent of non-parents
' (n - 39)
ery well Qﬁtisfied. R 38.4
M“‘Satisfied o . 256
jbout half amd Ralg T T e
Dissatisfied ‘ 2.5
fery much dissatisfied -
No opinion 18.0
No response 15.5

criticism is often forthcoming from conservatively-minded
people. Table XXV shows, however, that a large percentage

of the ”non-parents" group is satisfied with the local lunch

arrangement 3.
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TABLE XXV

RESPONSES OF NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Are you satisfied with the lunch arrange~
ments in the local school?"®

Reply o fer cent of non—parenﬂs
| (N = 39)

Yes | | | o I-6k;1

No 18,0

Uncertain : cl 10.2 o

No'régpon80'1- 7 7

Physical condition of the school buildings. As was

stated in Chapter II, no school.administration needs to be
told when the physiéal blant is inadequate. However, it is
well to know whether thé'school'patrons are cognizant of the
condition. Usually those patrons who have no children in
school are less willing to recognize overcrowding of the

buildings and are not as eager as parents to vote for bond

issues. The schocol administration should know the attitudes
of the eligible voters of the community before any attempt

is made to institute a campaign for more or better physiecal

plant. The opinions expressed in Question 12 and illustrated
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in Table XXVI regarding this phase show the proportion of
"non-parents® who feel the physical plant is inadequate,

TABLE XXVI
RESPONSES OF NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Do you think that the loeal school is

overcrowded?” '
Reply . ' Per cent of non-parents
(N = 39)

' Not overcrowded - . .. 25,7
Somewhat overcrowded | 38.5
Seriously overcrowded 5.1
No opinion 28,2
No response 2.5

Hand in hand with the opinions of the school patrons
regarding the adeéuacy of the school buildings are the
opinions of the care and cleanliness of the present
buildings. No doubt some of the ™non-parents" returning
questionnaires have never visitedﬁthe school éuz through
indirect contacts would have opinions about the cleanliness
of the school. Nevertheleas, they are public opinions and

must be considered by the school administration. Question l3a
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asked for the opinions on the cleanliness of the school and

are recorded in Table XXVII. The table reveals a balance

between "clean" and "dirty" with most feeling that the

TABLE IXVII
RESPONSES OF NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:
"Are tﬁébhalls, rpéﬁé,.roét fbéma, pléanounds,
and other parts of the school kept clean?®

Reply - - .. -Per cent of non-parents - -

- S o . e (N % 39)

Always clean | 18.0

Usually clean 28.2

Sometimes dirty 23.1

Always dirty -

.Nd'opinion o 20.5

No response | 10.2

building is "usually clean". Examination of Table XXVII

reveals an impression thatﬁthe buildings are not kepﬁ aé
clean as the patrons would like. Following up the opinions
regarding the cleanliness of the buildings, Question 13b

asked what parts of the buildings were not kept as clean as
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they should be. Although only seven took advantage of this
question, six felt that the lavatories were not as clean as

they would like. One thought the sidewalks and grounds were

untidy.

Relationshig with the teachers. The relationship

between teachers and "non-parents" is somewhat different

than between teachers and parents. Most of the contact
with “non-parents” comes through school activities and social;
Levents snd slthough Qusstion 1#& refers to school | |
visitation, undoubtedly the opinions of the "non-parents"
are based on general contact with the teachess. The A
responses to Question lia are given in Table XIVIII which
shows a favorable relationship with the teachers. Question
.15 asked how many of the teachers welcomed their vigits to
school. The responses to this question showed the same

proportion of general satisfaction with the teachers.

Most liked feature of thc school. The opinions of

the "non-parent” group expressed in Qusstion 20 were varied

and only those features cited by more than one ™non-parent"
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TABLE XXVIII
RESPONSES OF NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Are you treated as well as you think you
ought to be treated when you visit the school?"

Reply Per cent of non-parents
. (N = 39}

Yes , | 66.7
Sometimes yes, sometimes no i 5.1

No. LR

I have never visiﬁéd‘school | |  20.5

No response 77

are listed here, with the number who indicated each

feature.

Most Liked Feature of the School’
8 féachefs and administration
by Everything

I Friendly teacher-pupil relationship

Most disliked features of the school. Question 21

offeredqthe opportunity to tell the one thing each "non-

parent” disliked most about the school. Tabulation of the

-

responses indicated little dissatisfaction with the school,
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teachers, or administratien. Six rosponded with ”nothing"
three felt that "people bickering about the school” was
the worst, and two listed "poor school buildings". The
other features listed wore"individual and personol aod

showed no general feeling of the public.

Suggegtions for 1mprovemene. Question 22 asking for

......

suggostions for improving the school brought only

individual and personal recommendations including "change

g -

'teachers and snporintondont coery'two years to avoid
monotony®, more emphasis on eighth grade graduation
exercisaoﬁ, and "new school buildings®., As thefe was no
coincidonoe of tﬁe responses, apparenoly no community
”specifies' are involved.

‘ In the face of rising school costs, should. g___g
be raised or school services cut? The cutting of taxes is

»

something dear to the heart of the eonservative-minded

business man. Only those "non-parents® who feel a community
school is offering services equal to the money being spent
could offer a "yes, they should be raised® answer to this

-

question. The responses to this question, as shown in

Table XXIX, may or may not be quite indicative of the ratio

of satisfaction-dissatisfaction of the local schools by the
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"non-parent® group, but does seem to suggest a favorable

i~y

attitude.
TABLE XXIX
RESPONSES OF THE NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Some people feel that the 6niy way the schools
can keep_ up the services they are now giving is
%o increase taxes., If this turns out to be true,

should taxes beimxcreased or school scrvicas be -
cut?" - .

;,.,

Reply = + - ..., Per.cent of non—parents
o co et e (N = 39)

Strongly feel taxes should be lncreased 77
Inclined to feel taxes should be increased 3Q8

ﬁot sure 33.3

Inclined to feel taxes should be cut 18.0
- Strongly feel taxes should be cut 25
No response Te?

Should teachers be paid adequato salaries? This

question also brings taxes to mind for the taxpaying "non-
parent”, The attitudes and opinions of the group in this
regard are shown in Table XIX and indicate general

approval of present schedules of wages.
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TABLE IXX

RESPONSES OF THE NON-PARENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Do you feel that teachers are paid too much
or too little for the work they are expected

to do?"
Reply ~ Per cent of non-parents
] | (¥ = 39)
Feel strongly teachers are paid too much’ ‘5.1

Inclined to feel teachers are paid too much 7.7

Teachers are paid about the right amount = 56,6 .
_Inclined to feel teachers.are not paid = = - -
enough ( | ' 10. 4

Feel strongly that teachers are not paid
enough 25
No opinion 10.2

Ne response 7.7

Summary. Responses of the'"non-parenfﬂ group reveal
a high'&egrec of genoral satisfaction with the local schools.
A small amount of criticism was voiced on the question of

discipline as somewhat more than one-third felt that, in some

degree, the discipline was not strict enough. This
opinion should be expected from the group of people involved,
but there seemed to be no evidence of a strong

dissatisfaction as only two responses said that the
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discipline was "nowhere strict enoughﬁ. About the same
percentage of “;on-parents" felt that—thoastudonts were not
getting as muca out of the;r schoolwork as they could get
and seemed to blame the students for the situation.

Very little cr}tieism was given the curriculum and
‘suggestions for additions or improvements were almost nil.

The work of the teachers and their methods of
tcaching brought very favorable responsea and a magority

Afelt that the salary schsdules were about right with 12 per |

cent of the total indicating the salary schedule was not
high enough. The relationship of the teachers with the

people of the community was commended as was the friendly

teacher-pupil relationship.

The opinibns voiced that the school was somewhat
overcro&ded indicated a desire to improve the physical
plant, but they also indicated some degree of dissatisfaction
with the cleanliness of the existing buildings. A genuine
interest in the school was indicated by the ”non-parents" in
their responses that they would be willing to raise taxes
rather than cut school services.

All in all, a general satisfaction was clearly

indicatéd by the ™non-parent™ group.
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CHAPTER IV

THE SURVEY OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PUPILS OPINIONS

The opinions and attitudes of high school pupils are

of great importance in determining policies and objectives
of a school. Secondary school students are of the age
approaching adulthood and are forming definite opinions

about the educational program they are beingnoffefed.-
Adults or children in an unhappy learning situation usually

huild rescntment and poor attitudes toﬁards instructors and ~“-"

the organization responsible.

As high school students are the main source of

information about the school for their own parents and
others in the community, it is important for teachers and
administrators to know their opinions and the reasons for the
opinicns.

The Illinois Inventory of Pupil Opinion was used to
determine the attitudes and 6p1n16ns of the students of the
Hot Springs High School. The students were divided by
gradés, and the inventories were completed under the

supervision of their home room teachers. The teachers had

previously been instructed to discourage collaboration in

-64-
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answering the questions and to encourage serious replies
and suggestions. Seventy-nine of the eighty-four students
enrolled were present on the day the questionnaires were
distributed and completed. All of the seventy-nine students
completed and returned the inventories. The opinions

expressed, therefore, are almost 100 per cent representative

of the total high écﬁool students.
Overf__; rating of satisfaction or dissatisfaction.
fﬂA direct indication of pupil satisfaction vith the school’ ii
afforded by the replies of the students to Item 1 in the
inventory. The degree of satisfaction is illustrated in
Table XXXI. The replies to this question are also separated
between béys and girls and shows a somewhat higher degres
of satisfaction among the girls with only one reply, or 2.5
per cent, of all the girls in the dissatisfied category.
General dissatisfaction of the total is very small, but the
percentage in the "half and half" group would indicate some
¥specifics® of diséatisfhction. AThia would also be indicated
iy the smail percentage of "very well satisfied" students as
compared with the 7satisfied". All of the items in the

inientory were examined and tabulated to find the "specifics™
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with which the students are not satisfied.

TABLE IXXI

RESPONSES OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with
your school?*

Per cent of Per cent of Per cent of

Reply , girls boys total
(N = 39) (N = 1,0) (N = 79)
Very well satisfied 2,5 5.0 3.8
Satisfied = = 56,5 . 37.5 . k6.9 . -
ﬁﬁif'ahdiﬁéiffl“ 3:? ”vjé.éafﬁ“ﬁ" ’:AB;O FASNSEE 40,6
Dissatisfied “ 12,5 643
Very much dissatisfied 2.5 - l.2
No opinion 2.5 - 1.2

Feeling of belonging. One of the basic psyehie
hnngershis ;to beldng", to feel that one is accepted by the
group.l Thé student Qha feels that he is not included is
quite certain to be dissatisfied. Table IXXII shows quite

& number of the students who are uncertain about whether

they beleng or not. As the question is clearly stated this

1Hand, Harold C., What Peogle Think About Their
Schools.‘ Yonkers-On-Hudson, New lork: World Book Company,

. po ‘I"C'O
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number could hardly be attributed to a lack of understanding
the question. As nearly half of the students are in doubt
as to their "belongingness™, the school should take stock of

its personnel practices to determine the cause for this,

TABLE XXXIT
RESPONSES OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO THE QUESTION:

*b&nfbﬁ.feél that you are 5one 6f the-gang"in school?”

- -

Reply” " 7.7 per cent of students -«

(N = 79)
Yes, I feel that I belong. 52.0
Yes and no., 1 wonder about this. Lije?2

No, I feel that I am an outsider. 3.8

Fair treatment by teachers, High school students
are not;blf conscious of "fairness'.' Unfair treatment by
teachers, parents, or anyéne in auéhority immediately
invokes resentment. The replies to Question 5 regarding the
fairness of treatment can be found in Table XXXIII. As is
true of all other attitudes sampled by the student

inventories, the pupils may be in error. But, to the degree

they are in error, it 1s apparent that the teachers have
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failed to demonstrate convincingly the fairness of their

acts. However, in examining the degree of satisfaction as .

shown in Table XXXIII, the students seem to be very well
pleased with the tféatment they receive by the teachers

and other school officials. This would not seem to be one

of the "specifics"™ involved with dissatisfied students.

TABLE XXXIII
RESPONSES OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO THE QUESTION.

L

'  ' "In general how often do the teachers and other
- school - officials treat you fairly?”

Reply Per cent of students
(N = 79)

Always or #1most always 35.5%
Usually | | 4944

About half the time 10.1

Seldom 3.8

Never or almost never -

No opini¢n 1.2

Attitude towards discipline. Little dissatisfaction
was voiéed by the high school students in evaluating the

discipline of the school as 75 per cent of the students

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



=69
indicated that the discipline was about right. A few
indicated that it was too‘striet, and a minor number felt
it was not strict enough. Very often adults feel that
pupils wish to have a complete freedom in school. This is a
false notion for when laxness im discipline reaches a point

where the s;udenta can accomplish little work, dissatiszfaetion

becomes prevalent. Too strict a discipline creates a

resentment and dislike for the authority and encourages o
qéthe inéénuity of atudenta to eircumwent the rules. The R

large percentage of atgdonts approving the prosent

discipline in the local school shows that a middle ground

is being approached.

Bringing money to school. The school experience of
student; who find;difficulty in seéuring the money they feel
is necessary to bring to school is likely to be

unsatisfactory. They are also likely to be disturbed, even

though they may not be the one directly affected, if they

feel that the poor children are missing out on any of the

good things at their school. The attitudes of the students
in these respects were requested in Items 22, 23, and 33 of

the inventory. The results of Item 33 are shown in
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Table XXXIV.

TABLE XXXIV
RESPONSES OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Do you ever feel hurt or ashamed because you
can't bring money to school when the rest of the

pupils do?"

Reply : ‘ | P;r cent of students
T (N = 79)

Yes, very often | | v__“ ‘ | 6.3

.¥€§}:é?i£f;§ff§ni::;fljé,:figk;}  €, 1  35’”3 76;3fﬂ#

Yes, but seldom 19.0

No, never 63.3

Never need to bring money to school 5.1

From the opinions of the students in this regard
either ;he demands for money are not great, or there is
little stigma felt if money is lacking. However, in
examining Item 22a, 50 per cent of the students felt that
too much méney was needed to take part fully in school
life. Question 22b, asking for requests for money that
should be eliminated, brought few responses. Book and

locker deposits were listed by the most students, although
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this is not an expenditure.

In checking Items 23 and 23b, the students felt that
the poéfer students; not necessarily themselves, were
handicapped in going to parties, dances, ball games, and
getting the school yearbook, newspaper, and c¢lass rings.

Apparently concern about the feelings of other students is

greater than the actual shortage of money for themselves.

Pupil-teachcr relationshig., Studenta who feel that

Tthey are only ‘a name in a grade book or an occupant of a ”
seat in the classroom instead of a person in whom the
teacher is interested are not likely to be too satisfied

with the school. Item 9 of the inventory queried the

students as to how many of the teachers seem really to care
about the student as a person who nesds individual
uﬁderatandiﬁg and attention. Dissatisfaction to some

degree was noted by 41 per cené of the students who felt
that few or none of the teachers regarded them in this
light., An 1dentic§l result appeared in the responses to
Qnestionmz which asked the students how many of the teachers

Enew their abilities, interests, and special needs as well

as they should. This appears to be one of the "specific”
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points that caused dissatisfaction among some of the
students.

Another faetor in the pupil-teacher relationship
is how the students feel about the help the teacher gives
them in their schooclwork. The student responbeu to Item lla
showed 81 per ceat satisfied with the teacher help, although
nine students stated in Item 1lb that they needed more in
the way of explanation. |

ZA. fAt£1tﬁd§i£owarqgfthe vilﬁeg.251222§i§§-».Th9:feeling

of achiévement and éccomplishment is a necessary component
of stuﬁent satisfaction with their school. A pupil is not
likely to be a satisfied supporter of the school if he

feels that he is getting little from his schoolwork. Item 16
of the inventory elicited their attitudes in this regard

and invited those who are dissatisfied to tell why'theyi
think they perform below par. The responses to Item 16,

for the most part, showed a favorable attitude. However,

33 per'cent felt they should be getting more from their
schoolwork. The most important reason given for their lack

of achievement was attributed to the fact that they did not
work hard enough. A smaller grou% was not interested in

schoolwork, and about the same number had too much work to
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do outside of schoel.
In relation to the student opinion of the value of
their séhoolwork was their opinion of the curriculum of the
school. Question 28a solicited the students' opinion of

their degree of satisfaction with the variety of the subjects
offered by the school. These replies are illustrated in

Table XXXV, which shows some elements of dissatisfaction.

_ TABLE XXXV - ., .

RESPONSES OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"In general', how well satisfied are you with the
variety of the subjects that your school offers?®

Reply Per cent of students
| (N = 79)
Very well satisfied. . - | l.2
Pretty well satisfied- o - L8.2
About half and half 31.7
Dissatisfied 15.3
éery much dissatisfied 2e b
No opinion o l.é

N

Item 28b invit?d the students to list subjectS'whigh

they thought should be added to the curriculum. Two subjects
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listed were significant. Fourteen boys indicated that
vocational agriculture and‘mechanics should be taught and
fourteen girls wished to have aforeign language offered.
This factor should be weighed carefully by the board of
trustees against the cost of additional facilities and
teachers, Although a minority'qf.students,is involved,
a "specific® of dissatisfaction is evident in this
.paéticular.ﬁ

. 'Participation in éttrdéurricuiﬁfiactivitiés,v:In.oheﬁ

sense, the Hot Springs Schools do not have extracurricular

activities. As much as it is possible, athletics, clubs,
music, etc. afe carried on during the school day to enable
all students to participate. The philosophy regarding these
activities'recognizcs-thap'allkactivities sponsored by the

school are an integral part of the gurriculum and yield many

valuable learning experiences, perhaps as much as the
academic program. Students may not be cognizant of the
inherent educational work of these activities, but they are
fully aware that satisfaction and pleasure is obtained by

them. Students who feel that they are unable to take part

in the desired number of these activities are certain to be

dissatisfied to some degree. In answer to Question 19a,
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only nine students, 11 per cent of the total, felt left out.
Five of these listed personality reasons in Item 19b. Three

others did not have time, and one felt the lack of money.

Although this number 15“very small, these students should

be discovered by the teachers and guidance personnel and

helped to take their place with the other students.
Lunch arrangements. The possibility that the students

are in ;rror in their opinions of the lunch program is
evident 1n their replies to Questions.Zia and 24b.. Sixey-
ﬁiﬂ; éﬁudénté ind;éated a *iesé of Qno” opinion in regard
to sgtisfaction with the lﬁnch_prog;am‘with twenty-eight
voicing approval and forty-one disapproving. Only about
half of this number use the lunch facilities of the achool,

so many of the opinions are not from personal experience.
However, the fact that'a‘majbrity is dissatisfied should
Qerit an investigation to discover why. Item 24b asked for
reasons; and eighteen students listed the ",5 minute noon
hour" as the cause for dissatisfaction, ten thought the
price was too high, and fourteen did not like the food.

If a large number of the students are in error in their
éstimation of the lunch program, it is to this degree that

a misunderstanding exists and the administration should try
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to eliminate the misunderstanding.

Condition of the physical plant. A maximum of
satisfactién.with their school cannot be ébtained by students
if their buildings are overcrowded or dirty. Only 22 per
cent of the high_school pupils were of the opinien that
their buildings were overcrowded, Without looking into the
future, this would seem a-good estiﬁ#te of the present
situation. . . . . ... L. e

" Regarding the cleanliness of the buildings and
grounds, 18 per cent felt that the cleaning of the physical
plant was not entirely satisfactory. An examination of the

free responses to Question 275, asking the students to name

those parts of the school that were:not kept clean,

" revealed thaﬁdéighteen students were of the opinion that
the lavatories were the main source of their digsatisfaction.

Other responses were scattered and did not point to any

other place in particular.

Pride in the school. Good learning situations can

not be found in a school if the students are ashamed of the

institution. Learning, morale, and discipline all suffer

if the students do not have something in the school to be
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proud of, and this feeling is soon transmitted by the
students to their parents and other members of the
community. Table XXXVI illustrates the attitudes of the
Hot Springs’ﬁigh Séhéoi students as they were recorded in

answer to Question 31.

TABLE XXXVI
RESPONSES OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO THE QUESTION:

. "In general, how proud of your school are you?"

TR ]

Rep;j' ‘- | | | Per cent of students

(N = 79)
Very proud of the school - 17.7
Proud of the school 57.0
Not proud of the school 15.2
Ashéﬁed of the school 3.8
No response 6.3

In answer to the query of Item 31b as to why the
students were proud of the school brought the following

grouping of responses:
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Athletic teams and good reputation
for manners

Kids, cooperative and courteous
ﬁates high with other schools
Just a good school

fhe teachers

?riendly atmosphere

ﬁicc looking sehool
nggpse,o;,highﬁstgpdarda_3 ,

éense‘of faifﬁgés in the séhool

In opposition to these were the responses of the

students to Item 31lc asking why the students were not

proud of the school:

6

L3
3
2

Schoel trouble in the spring

Poor equipment and band uniforms

Some of the faculty

Way some kids act

Most liked feature of the sechooles In response to

Question 37 asking the students to name the one thing they

liked most about the school showed sizable groupings about

six specific ldeas.

These are listed with the number of
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students specifying each:

Most liked feature of the school

16 Friendliness of the teachers
10 Friendliness among the students
7 Athletic teams

7 Friendly relations between students
and teachers

6 The way the school is run
L Size of the school
3 Everything
Most disliked feature of the school. Item 38, asking
the students to name the one thing they most disliked about
the school brought about the same number of responses as
Item 37, but grouping of responses was not great. Most of

ihe dislikes were apparently individual dislikes. Disliked

things which evoked more than two responses are listed:

Most disliked feature of the school

9 No dislikes
Some of the teachers

No vocational agriculture

Lack of student interest

wowWw W

Bus seating
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Suggestions for improvement. Item 39 of the

inventory gave students an opportunity to offer suggestions
concerning things which they thought should be done to

improve the school. A wide variety of suggestions was
offered by half of the students. All suggestions garnering
more than one response are listed:w
Suggestions for improvement
6 Longer noén hour
4 - Student Council .
Change some of the faculty

3 More space and rooms

N

Different arrangement for
school picnics

Vocational agriculture
Foreign language

More discipline

Better school facilities
More varied curriculum

Bigger Lonepine bus

NN NN NN

Band uniforms and instruments
Summary. For the most part the Inventory of Student
Opinion showed satisfaction of the students with their

school although the girls were somewhat: happier with it than
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the boys.

The feeling of belonging was doubtful with many of
the students, but very few felt that they were treated in
any but a fair manner by the teachers and school
administration and the majority felt that the discipline
was about right.

In the matter of expenditure of money for school,
the stuéents did not seem to feel that the amounts were too

"ggéatfgs_fa?faa gﬁ;if~6in%éipéﬁditﬁéésgiere cohcé#ndd;;butVin;
were somewhat worriéd about the poorer students who might
not be able to parficipate in activities as much as they
Should.

Responses of the students in their opinions of
teacher-pupil relationship showed a feeling that many felt
the teachers were not truly interested in them, although
they were very well satisfigd with the amount of help given
them by the teachers in their academic work.

One~third of the students thought they should be
getting more out of their schoolwork, although they
criticized themselves as being at fault. The dissatisfaction

of a minority with the curriculum centered about the desire

for the addition of vocational agriculture and foreign

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



w82
language.
Only a few students felt left out insofar as
participation in outside activities of the school were

concerned.

Dissatisfaction was expreased by many with the .

lunch"péogram, and the "45 minute noon recess®™ seemed to
be the majpr cause., | &

The physical plant was mostly deemed satiafaetory
.althongh the. cleanliness of the’ 1avatories was questioned
by 18 per cent of the students.

Most of the students felt pride in their school, but
the pubiic criticism of the school and the unfair attacks
on teachers during the past year seemed the major cause of

the lack of pride by those students who were dissatisfied.

Although criticism of the teachers for not "knowing
the stu&ents" appeared, they were also very emphatic in
placing the friendliness of the teachers and pupils as the
most liked feature of the school. Dislikes of the school

seemed to center about one or two teachers.
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CHAPTER V
THE SURVEY OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PUPILS OPINIONS
The attitudes and opinions of elementary school

" pupils have a double significance in that they are not only

pupil opinions dbut they are apt to be a definite reflection
of the parents' opinions also. There is a likelihood that
insignificant ér mineor happeningé easily change or affect
the opinions and attitudcs of elementary school pupils from‘J
”day to day, or, for that matter, from hour~to ‘hour. The
possibility existed in compiling the opinions of these
pupils that they might not show clear-cut or true attitudes
of the children.

The Inventory of Elementanz gils Opinion was

administered at the same time in different rooms by the
home room teacher who had been instructed in the use of the
opinion inventory. The sixth, seventh, and eighth grade
pupils, who were preéent, were all given a questionnaire to
be filled out. Each of the seventy-two children present
completed and reiurned the questionnaire. Insofar as the
number is concerned, it was a truly representative group

as all but five of the students enrolled in these three
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grades participated in the survey.

Over—all rating of satisfaetion or dissatisfaction.

To illustrate the over-all rating by the elementary school
pupils the responses to Question 23 of the inventory was
tabulated and the resulta given in Table XXXVII., The rate
of satisfaction was broken down by eex and'graee to
determine whether or not the replies had been affected by
extraneous elenents or happenings of the day.

| Although there are some differences to‘be eeen
between boys and girls and a slightly less important
difference between grades, the general tenor of the opinions
seem to carry out a general satisfaction in all three grades.
The fact that only one-fourth of the total feel only "half
satisfied”, and only five per cent indicate dissatisfectien,
shows a high degree of satisfaction with the greup of
elementary school pupils. Even so, the items of the
questionnaire were tabulated and examined to determine if
any specific points showed dissatisfaction to any degree.

Feeling of belonging. This important question of

whether-or not the elementary school pupil feels that he is

a part of the group in his school was queried in Item 19 of
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TABLE XXXVI{
RESPONSES OF ELEMENTARY STUDENTS é@fgus QUESTION:
"A11 in all, how well satisficd‘aégfﬁéﬁ'with'iour school?”
Per ceht of Per een£§$f Per cent of
Reply éth grade pupils 7th grade pupils 8th grade pupils Total
Boys ___ Girls Boys _Girls Boys Girls Per cent
(Neli)  (Neld) (Nell) (Nel3) (Nell)  (Ne9) (N = 72)
Tery well satisfied 2.5 7.1 181 384 181 1Ll 19.5
Pretty well satisfied 35.77 57.2  36.4 .;5519 5.6 55.6 47.1
About half and half 28,6 28.6 36.4 7.7 18;.1 33.3 25.0 \%
Dissatisfied 7.1 7.1 9.1 - 9.1 - 5.6
Very much dissatisfied - - - N - - -
No response 7.1 - - | &L 7.1, - 2.8

-
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the inventory. The opinions stated by the pupils showed a

greater degree of dissatisfaction on this point than did
the high school students, with 48.6 per cent of the students

being uncertain as to whether they f2lt they were "one of the
gang® or not. Of the total number, 1l per cent felt left

out altogether. In view of the fact that so large a number
were satisfied with the school in general, it is possible

that the pupils did not clearly understand the meaning of
 the question. However, the results should.be kept in mind . °
" by the teachers. |

Fair treatment by teachers. Elementary school pupils

quite often given voice to the opinion that their teacher is
unfair. Many times this is stated that the teacher gives
favors to the boys or to the girls. Also, very often the
cry goes out, "teaeher'sipetv. Practically all the time,
this feeling 1; tempor#ryi ﬁowéier, if the pupils very
often feel the teacher is favoring groups or individuals,

a definite attitude of dissatisfaction will be present.
Question 17 of the inventory asked for the opinions of the
pupils on this subject and the results in Table XXXVIII

show little dissatisfaction with the three teachers

involved.
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TABLE XXXVIII

RESPONSES OF ELEMENTARY STUDENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Does the teacher in your room treat the pupils
fairly and kindly?"

Reply Per cent of pupils
(N = 72)
Yes; always | 26,4
Usually : 51.5
-g;About half the tﬁme | ['.M, . ;_'i;__' | .15(2?
"Much less than half the time hel
No, seldom 1.4
No response l.4

Attitude toward discipline. In the opinion of the
olementéry pupils of the Hot;$§rings-3chools, discipline of
their teachers is highly Satisfacpory. The results of the
tabulation of Item 15 show that 82 per cént of the pupils

"feel that the discipline is "about right™ with only 6.9 per
c?nt feeling it is too strici and 6.9 pe; cent feeling that
it is not strict enough.

Bringing money to school. The demands on elemeatary

pupils for money to take part in school activities is not
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very great, usually. However, participation in buying
Christmas Seals, Red Héart drives, contributions to March of
Dimes, etc., along wiih some school programs require the
ﬁupils to obtain some funds for school use. If the students
are not able to Bring amounts of money comparétive to the
others, the embarrassment can cause hurt and shame. The
attitudes-of the pupils'in this respect are asked for'by
Items 20, 22 and 24. The opinions of the pupils in regard
L j?-to personal feelings are 111ustrated 1n Table XIIII. e

TABLE XXXIX
RESPONSES OF ELEMENTARY STUDENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"Do ‘you ever feel hurt or ashamed because you can't
bring money to school when the rest of the pupils. do?"

Rep}y _ | Per c?gt_ogzyupila
Yes, very often | | hel
Yes, quite often 5.5
Yes, about half the time 8.3
Yes, but seldom 19.5
No, never 59.8
No response 2.8
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Although the responses in Table XXXIX do not show many

pupils who are conscious of any ﬁﬁré; there are enough to

give teachers cause for concern and to examine if the

demands are too great or the methods of collection wrong.

The same proportions of pupils responded to the

questioa of the difficulty in obtaining the necessary money

needed in school which seems to point to a certain number of
Hﬁpoor children definitely affected by demands for>money..
- The responses to Item 2& clearly show the concern

that is felt by a large number of pupils over the fact

that some pupils are "left out of the fun™ at school because

of lack of money. . -

Pugil—teaeher relationship. Replies solicited by

Question 12 intimated some miaunderstanding with the
question in that 50 per cent of the pupils were not sure

whether their teachers knew them as a person rather than an
occupant of a desk. Only four students,lor 5 per cent, felt
that the teachers did not regard them in a personal light.

In relation to the "teacher-pupil bond"®™, was the
item asking the pupils if the teacher helped them

sufficiently with their schoolwork. In this matter only
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three pupils felt they did not get sufficient help.

Attitude toward value of studies. The feeling of

accomplishment is necessary for everyone if they are to be
happy and satisfied with their work. This is as true in
the elementary grades as it is with hiéh school students or
adults. Item 3 of the inventory réquested the pupils to

indicate how much- they thought they were learning from

their schoolwork. The pupils rasponded with a great degreo

‘ of satisfaction to this question with cnly one pupil feelingf“

that he was 1earning only very little.
Lunch arrangements. Frank opinions are usually given

by elementary pupils in the matter of satisfaction-

dissatisfaction with the food and eating facilities of the
lunch program. The attitudQs of the pupiis of the
elementary achooi are displayed in Table XL showing a
fairly high percentage of the pupilérsatisfied with the
lunch arrangements. The 23.7 per cent who were "not sure®
are probably those pupils who have not eaten in ﬁhe schooi
cafeteria although this percentage does not include all the
pupils who do not eat in the lunch room. It is possible

that the "yes™ and "no" answers also include pupils who do
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RESPONSES OF ELEMENTARY PUPILS TO THE QUESTION:

"Are you satisfied with the lunch arrangements
in your school?

Reply | .Per cent of pupils
A (8 = 72)
Yea; R - | 58.4
No 15.

P am not aure g;fﬁﬁéﬂgy;,5;f;5_f:ﬁ*ﬂv ?i "i, 23 7:“
ﬁovrggpéag; - | | 2.1

not eat regularly in the school cafeteria and answered on
the basis of limited experience.

Condition of the thsical E__ﬂg The 3udgment of
elementary school pupils in regard to crowded conditions
of the school they go to could probably be questioned on
the bﬁseia that unless extreme -physical discomfort were felt
by them, they would not realize a crowded condition existed.
The examination of the pupil opinions requested by Item 1k

as to how much they felt their school was overcrowded showed

73 per cent of the pupils satisfied with the condition as it
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existed. Somewhat crowded conditions were the opinions of
23 per cenf.
Doubtfulness should also exist of the validity of

element;ry pupils opinion of the c¢leanliness of the

physical plant. Critical judgment in many children of

this age in their values of cleanliness has not been
.dgteloped.',Hdwevar,'theif’bpinions should not be disregarded

entirely. Replies to Question 8a revealed that 28 per cent

“'Qiiof the pupils ware somewhat dissatisfied with the cleanlinesST f

of the buildings. Thia percentage represented twenty
pupils. 1In Question 8b, fourteen students designated the
lavatorieé as the place they Jjudged to be unsatisfactory
in cleanliness.
Pride in the school. The morale of pupils depends

a great-deil in the pride theﬁ feel in their school. It
the pupils feel apologetic and ashamed with their school,
any degree of satisfaction will be missing. The attitudeé
of the pupils, in response to Question 1l6a, are illustrated

in Table XLI.
To find some indication of why the pupils are proud

of their school, the responses to Item 16b were examined

and tabulated. These responses are listed with the number
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TABLE XLI

RESPONSES OF ELEMENTARY STUDENTS TO THE QUESTION:

"How proud of your school are you?"

Reply | Per cent of pupils
(N = 72)
Vefy éroud of the school | - 27.7
Proud of the school 48.7
Not proud of the school | 20.8
| Ashamed of thé school .
No response | 2,8

r

of pupils who listed similar responses:

Reasons for pride in the school

15

;O OF ¥+ W0 =N

N

N

Good teachers
Good ball teams
Nice, neat school
Good gym

Just proud of the school
Because you can learn a lot
Students mix well

Good playground
School active in everything

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



@Qle
~ Item 16b offered opportunity to those pupils who were
not proﬁd of the school to give their reasons why. These
responses were concerned with a wide variety and appérently
minor reasons, only two of which were listed by more than

one pupil. Four pupils were not proud of the school

"because of the things people do to the teachers™”, and two

-

listed "too many'rumors' as their reasons.

Most liked feature about the school. The responses :

" of. the pupils to Qucstion 25 asking for the one thing ‘they
liked most about the school are listed with the number of
responses to each reason.

Most liked feature of the school

20 The teachefs

The sports

The children

I just like the school
fhe gym is good

Sports in junior high

N WO WV

School is clean

2 Playground

Most disliked feature of the school. The one thing
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the pupils most disliked about the -school was asked for in
Question 26. The majority of these responses were personal
or attempts at.humor,'gifiﬁg'such reasons as "girls™, "the
eighth graders®™, "some kids", etc. However, ihrée”iisﬁed
"rest rooms diQty;;”threé,1;c6nfﬁsidﬁ'over teachers™; and

six did not like "academic subjécts".

Suggestion;-for?igprovemént;T“Only two gignificant
reasonsiwere appérent 1n‘the hodgepodge of suggestions
listed under Item 27. Twelve pupils desired "more
playground"eqﬁipment" and five wanted ”better p1aygrounds".

Summary. The.over-all-rating.of satisfaction-

dissatiéfaction bj the elementary pupils was highly
favofable, throughout all three grades inventoried.

Some question was in the minds of many in feeling
that they were "one of the gang" in ‘school, ‘although this
might be*attribﬁted to misunderétanding of the question or
lack of realization of how they actuidlly felt.,

In regard to the teacher-pupil relationship, the

) great méjority felt that their teachers treated them fairly
and kindly with a high degree of satisfaction evident in
the pupil responses to the discipline question. An

uncertainty did exist, in the pupils' opinions, of whether
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phe teacher regarded them as an individual person, but
practically nbné-though:their teacher did not help them
. sufficient1y with’schoélwork.
A very fei’pupils respoﬁded that they felt hurt or
shame when they could not bring ﬁoney'to_school, but many
did feel concern over these pupils? laék'bf'economic‘naans.

Feeling of pupil accomplishment was fated almost
100 per—cent with the group. A minority of pupiis were
dissatisfied with the lunch arrangements in the school,

although the validity of the responses may be doubtful as
only one-half of the students use the school lunch
facilities and more than half‘reSponded with a "yes"™ or
wpow, | |

S The 28 per cent of the pupils voicing dissatisfaction
’with the cleanliness of the school designated the lwatories
as the main,source of their complaint.

o Pridg.' in their school was claimed by three-fourths

of the. Soys and girls and specified the "teachers" and
"ball teams" as the main reason for their pride. MThe most
limportant reasons listed why 20 per cent of the children
were not proud of the school pointed to the attacks on the

school and teachers by people in the community. "Teachers"
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rated as the ™most liked”™ feature of the school with "the
sports™ and "éhe childreé" coming next in that order.“

‘No ap;arent dissatisfaction "specifics™ were
discernible to any great extent. Tﬁe totél of the 5 per
cent dissatisfied pupils apparentli voiced negative
attitudes throughout the inventory without specific
critieisms to record. This attitude may have resulted from
negative attitudes at h&me or an unpleasant experience at

..ﬁ*sghoéliihé_&ay;théir»Spinibhs]wefe:iﬁienﬁofied.~ The
majority of the opinions in the questionnaires seemed to

feature the teachers as the focal point of satisfaction.
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CHAPTER VI

THE SURVEY OF TEACHERS' OPINIONS

- ca e e - - e en - -

The attitudes and opinions of the teachers employed
in the échool system of the community must be of a

satisfactory nature. If they are not, the support of the
school patrons will wane and the pupils in the school will

rapidly take their cue from the faculty; and successful

educational procesaes‘will become difficult, if not

o ,..impossible. R VI A
Copies of the Illinois ventogz of Teacher Opinion
were distributed to each of the fourteen teachers employed
in the Hot Springs Schools, eight elementary and six high
school, to find out the ratio of satisfaction-dissatisfaction
with the school, to determine what practices should be
change&, if any, and to discover those components of
teacher morale which affect the attitudes of the teachers,
Although the number of teachers was comparatively small and
identification possible, the administration urged the
teachers to state their true opinion. A8 the teacher-
administration relationship was friendly and honest, in all
likelihood, the opinions stated in the questionnaires are not
-98=
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flavored. The school administration should be very sensitive
to the opinions of the teachers if the school is going to
function successfully and as a unit.

Over-all rating of satisfaction with the school.
Although the number of teachers involved fourteen, is small,
percentages were uged in Table XLII to show the over-all
rating of satisfactioh—diSsatisf&ééion as they have been in
previous chapters. The 12,5 per cent only "half and half"

'TABLE XLIT
RESPONSES OF TEACHERS TO THE QUESTION:
"In general, are you satisfied or

dissatisfied with the school in which
you teach?™

Per cent of teachers

Rgply E%;m:ng?ry §1%§_§02?01
Very well satiéfied 62.5 16.7
Satisfied 25,0 83.3
About half and half 12.5 | -
Dissatisfied - -
fery much dissatisfied - -
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satisfied in the elementary column should be recognized as
representing only one opinion. -

Related to the over-all satisfaction with the school
was the‘question of how well satisfied the teachers were in
their present position. Question 66 asked the teachers to
coniider all things and express the degree to which he is
either satisfied or dissatisfied with his present position.
Responses to this question indicated that_éh.B per cent of
‘allvthefﬁeﬁéhers[ﬁere'”vef§7weii sati;fiea”.anduthe; -
remaining 35.7 per cené were "satisfied". —

Further examinétion waé made of éhe questionnaire to
determine the reasons for the high degree of satisfaction

manifested by the over-all ratings and to discover any

specific points which could be improved by the administration.

Acceptance by fellow faculty members. None of the
teacheré indicated to any degree a feeling of non-acceptance.
The unanimous opinion of the faculty was that they felt

inecluded and were "one of the gang”.

Treatment by the administration. No manifestation

was apparent in the responses to Question 62a regarding their
treatment by the administration. Replies showed 85.8 per

cent of the teachers "very well satisfied" and 14.2 per cent
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"satisfied"

Consultation regarding school polieies. School

policies which affect the teachera that are decided upon

at the "top" without consultation with the teachers tend to
make th; te;chers feel that they are pnly "hired hands”™ and
quickly dissipates the enthusiasm of the t;achers for éheir
work. Examination of responses'to Question 55 showed that

64.3 per cent of the teachers felt they were always

: *consulted concerning policy and 35.8 per cent said’ they were,f‘

usually consulted sufficiently.

Treatment by the community. Only two of the fourteen

teachers felt anything but satisfied in the way the people
of the community treated them. These two indicated that they
were "half and half" satisfied. Item 31b provided

opporﬁunity to tell ways in which they were treated that
they did not like, and one responded with the statement that

people act distrustful of the teachers.

Work load., According to responses of questions
coucernIng th§ work load, for the most part satisfaction is
evident. In response to Question 45 asking if the total
worﬁ load ﬁas divided evenly, only one teacher felt that it

was not. One teacher was of the opinion that he taught toe
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many class periods per week although thirteen felt it was

about the right number. In regard to responsibility for
student activities, opinions revealed in Question 39
showed only two teachers who felt they were somewhat

overburdened.

Discipline and backing in disciplinary cases. If

teachers in the school believe the discipline is too strict,
.too lax, or they feel that they get too little help from the
_d"office" in disciplinary problems, the morale or the
ilteachers will drbp immediately. Question 8 asked the
teachers if they thought the discipline was too strict, too
lax, or about rigbt. Eight, or 57 per cent, of the teachers
thought it was about right while six, or 43 per cent,
thought it was not strict enough. Item 8b invited criticism
of the discipline, and the following replies were given:
1 Inconsistent
1  Eligibility for athletics

2 Students"permitted to leave
: school too often

2 Study hall checkout system
not effective.

In response to Question 53, one teacher thought she

had to contend with a great many disecipline problems; two,
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a "fairly large number"™; eight, "very few"; and two did not

-~ -

respond. In regard to the help they received from the
administration in discipline problems, ten teachers stated

they received all the help needed; three, "most of the help™
needed; one did not respond. One teacher ihought the otherA
teachers were too changeable in their discipline, and two
feXx the differences among teachers in their disciplinary

methods and requirements kept the students from getting as
mugh;work%dgne.as tbeyfshquldr The other teachers were '
apparently without criticism on these points.

"Interferences™ with schoolwork. Conscientious

teachers are frequently irritated with what they feel are
unnecessary interferences with their work such as reports,
administrative details, signing slips, checking attendance,

interruptions caused by phone calls, reading of bulletins,
etc. Regarding so-called “police duties™, two teachers

felt they spent too much time on hall duty, playground
supervision, and cafeteria duty. All were satisfied with
the amount of time taken by faculty meetings and
conferences, but three teachers thought that administrative
details took up too much of their time. Question 63b

invited teachers! sﬁggestions to reduce interruptions of
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their classes and the four teachers who felt they were too
often interrupted offered the following remedies:

1 Bring bulletins and reports
during recess periods

Refuse telephone calls
Limit pep assemblies

Do not excuse for music lessons

Worthawhileness to pupils of the sehoel's program

No teacher of integrity would be. satisfied in the school 1f»
“ he felt that the program of the school was not worth-while ”
for the students. A number of itemas in the questionnaire
concerned the opinions of the teachers in their attitudes
towards the program of the school. Table XLIII asked for

the opinions of tpe teachers in theif consideration of all
things about the school as to how good a job they felt the
school was doing. One of the considerations was to what
degree the teachers felt they and their fellow teachers
treated the pupils in the school. Of the total teachers,
two were only "half and half" satisfied while the others
were completelf satisfied. in answering Question 9, which
asked how many of the teachefs really cared about each

pupil as a person who needs sympathetic care and
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understanding, one teacher thought that "few did"™, and three

felt that only about half of them did. The ten other

teachers were of the opinion that "all” or Talmost all" were

- - -

deeply interested in the students.

TABLE XLIIT

RESPONSES OF THE TEACHERS TO THE QUESTION:
LTS} tﬁiﬁga cbnsi&éied; hoﬁ gbo& a job-do
you think the school is doing?™

.-z;,ﬁ;iﬁ“_ff}'uﬁ “5 7 U per cent' of teachers : . .. .
Reply Elementary High School Total

Very good 37.5 16.7 28.6
Good 50.0 33.3 L2.8
Fair 12.5 50.0 28.6
Poot - - -
Very poor N - - -

The amount of work the pupils were getting out of

their schoolwork was questioned by two of the teachers who
thought they were getting "considerably less than they could

get®™. The responses to Quéstion 16b asking why they felt

the students were not getting as much out of their school

work as they could get were evenly divided between seven
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teachers who thought the students ®*did not work hard enough'
and seven who felt it was because they could not give the
pupils enough individual attention.
Querying of the teachers' opinions, in Question 2la,
of their attitude towards the c&mpletcness of the curriculum

of'thq school, indicated that six teachers felt that there
were some things the students should be learning which were

not taught in the school. Suggéstions were made in Item 2la
as to. the things that should be’ added to the course of
lstudy.' Theae are listed as follows-
2 Conservation
Vocational agriculture

2
1 Health and sex education
1l

Awareness of community obligations
and responsibilities

Physical condition of the school. Eleven of the

teachers vere of the opinion that the school was somewhat
overcrowded, and three thought it was seriously overcrowded.
In the opinion of seven, or half the teachers, the
Buildings were not kept as clean as they should be.

Home-school relations. Although all of the teachers

Telt thét when parents visited school they were ™always®™ or

"nearly always" treated considerately, eleven did not think
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they knew the children's parents as well as they would like.

To remedy this situation the teachers listed the following

suggestions:

1
1
1l
b

e T

More social affairs through
P.T.A.

More parents visit school
Teachers visit parents

Adult classes

- -Iry personal reports to parents

Most liked feature of the gchodl system. Item 67

of the lnventory asked the teachers to state the one thing

they like most about the school. To discover what the

teachers most prize is to find out something very important

in dealing with thenm.

The features as the teachers

recorded them are as follows:

6
5
3
1

1

Friendliness among faculty,
superintendent, and students

Cooperation of the superintendent
Freedom of teaching

Attitude of the administration
Availability of supplies

Most disliked feature of the school system. The

things which teachers dislike about the school system are
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significant items to be considered by the school

administration and must be corrected if teacher morale is

to be raised to the maximum. The disliked features are as
follows:

3 Lack of cleanliness of lavatories
and building in general

2 Physical plant is inadequate
1 Need better facilities

1l  Adverse. publicity the school
e jmust contend with .

1 Crowded rooms

Summary. The teachers in the Hot Springs Schools,
on the whole, were quite well satisfied with the school

system, with the elementary teachers a little better
satisfied than the high school teachers. They seemed to

feel that they were all a part of the faculty and accepted

as "one of the gang®". In all questions pertaining to the
administration, a high degree of satisfaction was manifested.
The work load of the individual teachers was

apparently about right as only one felt he had to do more

than his share.

Something of a discordant note was sounded regarding
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the discipline in the school as nearly half felt it was not
strict enough, but discipline problems were uncommon and they

felt they received sufficient help from the office in these

matters.

Another slight bit of dissatisfaction was noted in
the feeling of some that their work was somewhat disturbed
by intérruptions of admihistrative detail and telephone
calls, presumably for the students.

}High»échooltteachgféjdid nqg,havé Quite as higﬂ'an-
opinionrof the job the school wa; doing, but most felt the

students were getting all that could be expected from their

schoolwork. Almost half thought the curriculum should be

broadened.

The physical plant of the school was the subject of
some critieism because of crowding and insufficient cleaning,
particularly in the lavatories.

In the matter of home-schoocl relations, the teachers

felt something should be done to become better acquainted
with the parents, and they all felt that parents were

treated considerately by all the teachers when the parents

visited school.
The friendly atmosphere of the school, reflected by
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teachers, students, and administration, along with

"cooperation of the superintendent™ were the most liked

features of the school system. The main disliked features

of the school system were related to the physical plant,

Throughout the whole inventory a high degree of

satisfaction was expressed on the part of the teachers,
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CHAPTER VII

SUMMARY
General rating of satisfaction-dissatisfaction. One

of the main objectives of this study was to learn how
satisfied or dissatisfied the people of the community were
with their school system as it was 0perated at the time of
the survey. By definition, the people of the community
were thc parents of children in school, people ef the
community who did not have children in school at the time,

the high school students, the grade school students, and

the teachers.

To illustrate this over-all rating of satisfaction-
digsatisfaction the responses to this general rating by all
the groups involved are given in Table XLIV. The fact that
75 per cent of the total are eithor *very well satisfied"™
or "satisfied" would indicate generai satisfaction with ohe
school system; The parents, non-parents, and teachers
showed satisfaction to a very high degree while both high
school and grade school students tended to be more in the
rgatisfied™ and "half and half" group. Actually dissatisfied
oeople wero an eiceedingly smail minorit&.

-111-
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TABLE XLIV

RESPONSES OF ALL GROUPS TO THB QUESTION:

"In gonorﬁl are you aatistiod or dissatisfied
with your. school?" e A

Per cent Per cent of Per cenh of Per cont of Per cent
Reply - of ~ Non- 'High Schoel Grade School of Total
Parents  Parents . Pupils Pupils Teachers

(N=76) (Ne39) (Ne79)  (Ne72) (N= 1l (N=280)

Very well satisfiod 37.0 N 38,5 3. 3,'v | 19.5 B 39.6 27.9
Satisfied 43.8 | - h3.6 16,9 - ‘b7ol 54.1 L7.3 é:
Half and half 14.8 - 4.6 25.0 - 162
Dissatisfied 3.1 7.7 6.3 . 5.6 - L6
Very much dissatisfied 1.3 7.7 1.2;; - - 2.4
No opinion - 2.5 1.2i;' - - .9

No responase - - - 2.8 - o7
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Fair treatment _1 teachers and school authorities.

In the matter of fair treatment of the pupils by teachers
and school authorities, pupils and parents responded that
over 80 per cent of their number were in the "satisfied"” or
"very well satisfied®” groups. The same perceotage of |
eatisfaction was expresseq,by tﬁese three groups in reply
to the ooestion concerniog the amount of help given the

students by their teachers. The "teachers” were cited most

.{ [ 'I.

often by all groups, including the teachers themselves, as
the most liked feature of the school. Throughout all the

responses ran the theme of the "good teachers™ and their

friendliness to each other, the students, and the public.

Disciglihe. Some differences of opinion existed
regarding the discipline in the schools. Both elementary

and secondary school pupils endorsed the methods in use.
However, the parent and non-parent groups, and to some

extent the teachers, contained a fair sized minority who

felt that the discipline was "not strict enough®. The
parents indicated by their responses that the discipline
of the high school was somewhat less satisfactory than the

grade school. Although all the groups had majorities who

thought the discipline was "about right”, minority opinions
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indicated that the school should review their methods and
philosophy of discipline and either change or do a better
job of explanation to the publiec.

Curriculum. Questions and replies concerning the
curricuiﬁm.of the school referred mainly to the high school
course of study. The high school students revealed the
leaeﬁ amount of saiisfaction in their responses regarding
the curriculum. A compgratively 1arge nunber of opinions

éfrégithe'higdﬁschéoi‘groupv1hdi¢§€ed7ald031}e.td add
vocational agriculture and allied subjects to the course
of study along with the teaching of foreign languages.
'Although the other groups did not seem to be as concerned,
a few responses in each group also indicated that they

thought these same subjects should be added. The fact

that the high school students, in particular, did not have

much ‘enthusiasm for their small choice of studies should be
of concern to the local school authorities.
Value of studies. In responding to how much the

studenté were getting out of their schoolwork, again the

parents of high school students and the students in the
secondary school were somewhat less than satisfied. Other

groups were better satisfied. The consensus of opinion
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throughout all the responses was that the pupils were to
blame because they did not study hard enough. Although the
opinions pointed to this, it is doubtful whethef the pupils
would really be the ones on whom to place the blame.

Financial demands. The amount of money that was felt

necessary for the pupils to take part in school activities
and donation drives was indicated to be quite satisfactory
-by the great majority in all groups.v However, there was

| indicated a maaor concern for the few pupils who were kept
out of school activities for lack of momey. The value of
many activities and financial drives might be questioned if
even a few of the students are going to be hurt because
they cannot afford to take part.

Physical plant. n"gomewhat overcrowded™ was the

general opinion of the replies to the question on the
adequacy of the school buildings. There was no indication
that this caused any amount of dissatisfaction among any of

the groups. The teacher and parent groups were the most
concerned about this problem. There was, however, a current

of feeling that the buildings were not kept as clean as they

should be. The greatest source of complaint was caused by

the condition of the lavatories.
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Lunch arrangements. A high degree of satisfaction
with the school lunch program was expressed by the parents
of elementary school children. The non-parent group was
somewhat less satisfied, then thé elementary pupils, the
high schoeol parepts’and high school pupils to a still
lesser degree. |

As the.information that determined the opinions of
parents, non-parents, and about half of the pupils had.to
be from indirect sources, information and explanation of the
lunch program would seem in order. A large amount of
dissatisfaction among the high school pupils apparently came
from the feeling that they desired a leonger lunch hour,

Conclusions. The general attitude of the people of
the Hot Springs community towards its school 1s apparently
an attitude of satisfaction, with the feeling that improve-
ments can be made. The highest degree of satisfaetion was
expressed in reference to the teachers, teaching methods,
administration, and the friendly and cooperative attitudes
prevaleﬁt in the school system. The attitudes of the high

school pupils tended to show a "half and half" degree of

satisfaction, and also the grade pupils to a lesser degree.
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However, diseatiafaction was negligible in all groups.

Individual phases of the school system, such as the

high school curriculum, maintenance of the buildings, high
school discipline, and the lunch hour, should be reviewed
for the purpose of changing them or explaining then.

The faet remains that the people of Hot Springs
were satisfied with the way their school operated and with
the personnel in the school. This should be brought to
'tﬁéif[abﬁéntibnfandfﬁitéﬁiﬁffhésreéiiéatibn'that as an -
integrated group of citizens, and oniy as an integrated
group, can they support and improve the educational systenm

of the community.
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A. Illinois Inventory of Parent Opinion
Be Inventory of Non-Parent Opinion

c. Illinois Inventory of Pupil Opinion
(Secondary School Form)

D. Illinois Inventory of Pupil Opinion
: {Upper-Elementary School Form)

E. Illinois Inventory of Teacher Opinion.

i  F;ﬁ”~3ﬁgS5§£éd Ietter;éfvEiplahation’ﬁb"AccomeQYVu
- the Parents!' and Non~Parents! Inventory
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A. TLLINOIS INVENTORY OF PARENT OPINION

Harold C. Hand, Professor of Education, University of
Illinois

Gilbert C. Finlay, Assistant Professor of Education,
University of Illinois

Ardwin J. Dolio, Assistant Professor of Education,
University of Delaware

DIRECTIONS

How do zou feel about the school which your oldest child
- attends? That. is what we are asking you to t elI us by
- £11ling out thisfinventory. e : .

It is easy to do. It does not take very much time. You
can answer it nearly as fast as you can read it. In most
ecases, you merely echeck the answer that tell how you feel.

If you have two or more children in the local schools, ansver

the questions in terms of the ONE who is the OLDEST. Answer
ONLY for this ONE OLDEST CHILD.

DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THIS PAPER. By making it impossible
to know who says what, most people are more likely to say
what they really think.

Use either a pencil or a pen in marking your answers.

Answer every question.

Fill out this inventory now if you possibly can.

Please mail the completed inventory as soon as possible.

A stamped return envelope is enclosed.

=119

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



A.

B.

c o

1.

=120=-

PERSONAL FACTS
(This information is needed in order to report
the main body of the survey findings intelligently.)

Which parent filled out this inventory? (Check one.)
1) The father.
2) The mother.
3) The male guardian or stepfather.

‘h) The female guardian or stepmother.

In what grade in school is your oldest child now enrolled?
(See direction No. 3 above, and check one answer below.)

K12 345678 9 10 11 - 12 13 14
or Fre:or Soph. or Jr. or Sr. Jr.
in HeSe in H.S. in H.S. in H. S. Coll.

ow far di you yourself g0 “in school? (Check one.) -,
23 L5678 10 11 12 13 lh
or Fr. or Soph. or Jr. or Sr. Jr. College
in H.S. IN H.S. in H.S. inH.S.

Put a check here if you have attended
vocational, night or other special school.

In what age group do you belong? (Check one.)
1) I am under 30 years of age. :
2) ITAM in my 30's. :
3} I am in my LOts.
- 4) I am in my 50's,
5) I am 60 years of age or older,

What is your occupation:or that of your husband if you
are a housewife?

PART I

In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the
achool which your oldest child is attending? (Check one.)
1) Very well satisfied.

2) Satisfied.

About half and half.

Dissatisfied.

Very much dissatisfied.

I have no opinion,

e Ngiat® gt el
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2. How well does the school know your child? (Parents of
secondary-school pupils answer part a only. Parents of
elementary-school children answer part b only.)

a. How many of your child's teachers know your child as
well as they should? (Check one.)
1) All or almost all,.
2) Most.
-3} About half.
&) Few.
5) None or almost none.

- 6) I have no opinion.
b.~ Does your child's teacher know your child as well as

- . ghe should? (Check one.)
Yes, C .
. .2) No.
o 3) Uncertain. , | o |
"3.- a...In"general, 'are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the
way your child is treated by the teachers and other
officials in his school? (Check one.)
1) Very well satisfied. - -
--2} Satisfied.
k) Dissatisfied.
5} Very much dissatisfied.
~ 6] I have no opinion.

b. If you are dissatisfied with the way your child is_
treated, tell what things are done that you don't like.

he Do'yén thirk your child feels ﬁhat he is "one of the gang"

in his school? (Check one.)
1) Yes, I think he feels that he "belongs"™, that he

-neounts® for something, and that he is "wanted",

2) I am not sure. -
3) No, I think he feels that he is more or less of a

"nobody" or an PToutsider®.

5. a. In general,-how often do the teachers and other
officials in his school treat your child fairly? (Check or

1) AlwaIs or almost always. ;
=——2) Usually.

3) About half the time.

4) Seldom.

S —

5) Never or almost never.
6) I have no opinion.
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be If there are ways in which the teachers and other
school officials are unfair to your child, tell
them here,

6. In general, are your child's teachers too changeable in
their discipline (sometimes too strict, sometimes not
strict enough) to suit you? (Check one.)

1) Yes. - - -
—___2)} Uncertain.

3} No.

7. Do differences in discipline among the different teachers
(some too strict, others not strict enough) keep your
child from getting as much as he could from his school-
work? (Check one.) ‘

1) Yes. e .
) Uncertain.' N
" 3) No.

8. a. In general, is the discipline in your child's school

toe strict or not striet enough? (Check one.)

1) It is much too strict. :

2) It is too strict.

3) It is about right.
L) It is not strict enough.
-5} It is nowhere near strict enough.
6) I have no opinion.
b.  If-there are things about the discipline in your
child's school you don't like, what are they?

9. Does the school seem really to care about yourchild?
(Parents of secondary-school pupils answer part a only.
Parents of elementary-schoel children answer part b only.)
a. How many of your child's teachers seem really to care

about your child as a person who needs sympathetic
understanding and attention? (Check one.)

1) All or almost all.

2) Most..

3) About half. ,

L) Few.
_None or almost none.

%) I have no opinion.
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b, Does your child's teacher seem really to care about
your child? ,

1) Yes.
2) No.

3) Uncertain.

10. a. In general, how often do the pupils in your child's
school treat one another fairly and kindly?” (Check one.,)
— 1) Always or nearly always.
—2) Usually.
3) About half the time.
L) Seldom.
5} Almost never.
.5} I have no opinion.
b. If the pupils in your child's school are unfair or un-~

§iﬁd to one another, tell what they do that you don't
eq‘ : K

11. a. How much help do your child's teachers usually give
him in his schoolwork? (Check one. )
1) A1l the help he needs.
2) Most of the help he needs.
—____3) About half the help he needs.
L) Some of the help he needs.
—____5) Very little of the help he needs.
___6) I have no opinion.
bs If you think your child needs more help with his
‘schoolwork, what kind of help does he need that he
is not getting? : :

12. On the average, does your child spend too much or too
little time on homework each school day? {Check one.)
1) Much too much, : '
2) Too much.
3) About the right amount.

h; Toe little.
Much too little

6) I have no opinion.

13. On the average, how much time does your child spend on
homework each school day? (Check one)
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1) None.
‘2) Less than 3% hour.
_____3) Between 3 and 1 hour.

k) Between 1 and 1% hours.

5) Between 1% and 2 hours.
~..6) More than 2 hours.

7) I have no opinion.

14. Should the school try to give children help with the

social problems they face in their everyday life?
(Check one.) -
) l) yes.

2) -NOe

-~ -3} Uncertain.

15. a. How much help does the school usually give your
.¢hild in solving his social problems. (Check one.)

D ‘1) 'All or-almost all of the help needed.
s - 2) Considerable amount of the help needed.
'3) Little of the help needed.
k) I have no opinion.
b. If you think that your child should be given more
help in solving his social problems, tell what

problems he needs help with.

16, a. All things considered, how much do you think your
child is getting out of his schoolwork? (Check one.)
1) About all that he could get. R
2} Somewhat less than he could get.
~-3) Considerably less than-.he could get.
4) A great deal less than he could get.
—_5) I have no opinion.

b. If you feel that your child isn't getting as much out
of his schoolwork as he could get, what do you
think the reasons are? (Check'ali that tell why.)

1} He doesn't study hard enough.

2) The work .is too hard. .
3) He doesn't understand the assignments.

L) Teachers do not give enough individual help.
5) Tachers do not gfve enough attention to slow
learners.

Not enough opportunities for rapid learners.
He has too much schoolwork to do (assignments
too large, or too many subjects).
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8) He does too much work outside school.
9) He spends too much time on student activities
{parties, clubs, athletics,etc.)
___10) He isn't interested in schoolwork.

11) Other reasons. (Tell what.)

17. In general, does your child have to do too much or too
little work in order to "keep up“ in his studies?
(Check one)

- l) Mueh too little
Too little.

_____3) About the right amount,

4) Too much.
)} Much toeo much.
___5) I have no opinion.

‘18;.,a: - How much of what your child is studying in 'school do K

.+ you-think will ‘be useful to: ‘him in’ everyday living"’
(Check one.)

-1) Practically everything he is studying.

2) Most of what he is studying.

3) About half of what he is studying.

‘4) Considerably less than half of what he is studying.

5) Very little of what he is studying.

—6) I have no opinion.

1% 197 b;"if'you think that some of these things your child is

‘studying will not be useful in everyday living, what
are these things?

19. a. Does your child take part in as many student
activities (clubs, parties, plays, athletics, etc.)
at school as you think he should? (Check one.)

1) He takes part in more than I ‘think he should.
2) He takes part in as many as I think he should.

'3} He doesn't take part in as many as I think he

should. -

4) I have no opinion.

b. If your child is not taking part in as many student
activities as you think he should, what is the reason?
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20. a. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the teaching
methods used in your child's school? (Check one.)
1) Very well satisfied. - :
2) Satisfied.
- -3} About half and half.
L; Dissatisfied.
5) Very much dissatisfied.
—__6) I have no opinion.
b. If the schoel uses teaching methods that you don'
like, tell that they are. :

2l. a. Are there things that your child should be learning

right now which are not being taught in his school?
{Check one.) :

-1) No, none. '
. - .2)-Yes, a-few things.
s -3) Yes, ‘many things. -
"o hY T have no opinion,

b, If there are things that you think your child should
be learning which are not being taught in his school,
tell what these things are.

22. a. How do you feel about the amount of money your child
needs in order to take part fully in school life?
(Consider textbooks, duegy assemblies, plays, games,
parties, dances, charity drives, newspapers, year-
books, class rings, sweaters, etc.) (Check one,)

1) It takes altogether too much money.

2) It takes far too much money.

3) It takes about the right amount of money.

_4) I have no opinion.

o« Tell any kinds of requests or needs for money in the

school which should be eliminated.

o

P

23. . Does the amount of money required to take part in the

school's program and activities make it too hard for
students who don't have much money to spend to take
part as much as they should in what goes on at school?
(Check one.) '
-1) Yes.

2) No.

-3) Unecertain.
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b. If you feel that children with little money to spend

are handicapped, tell how. (Check all in which
children with little money are handicapped.)

1) Getting textbooks and supplies. :
- _2) Getting the medical help (eyeglasses, hearing aids,
- medical treatment, etc.) necessary to profit from
schoolwork, -
Taking part in athletics
4} Going to parties, dances, and ball games.
5) Joining clubs and taking part in other activities.
. 6) Using cafeteria or other lunch facilities.
. 7) Going on trips or excursions sponsored by the
-~ -~ school. ‘ .
8) Getting the school yearbook, newspaper, class
- -~ rings, etcC.
7 .. .9) Other., (Tell what.) _ .
b a.’ Are .you'satisfied with'the lunch arrangements (costs,
hours, cafeteria facilities, and rules regarding
lunch time) in your child's school? (Check one.)
1) Yes. ’ ’
2) No.
3} Uncertain.
b. If-you are not satisfied, tell what you don't like.

—3)

25. a. Does your child's school have as much equipment (
library books, moving-picture equipment, gymnasium
and playground equipment, laboratory equipment, ete¢.)
as it needs? (Check one,.) ~

1) It has everything it needs.
. 2) It has most of what it needs.

. 3) It has very little of what it needs.
__4) I have no opinion.
b If you think the school needs more equipment, tell
what it needs.

26. Do you think that your child's school is overcrowded?
(Check one.) : ’ '

1) No,-it is not overcrowded.

2) Yes, it is somewhat overcrowded.

3) Yes, it 1s seriously overcrowded.

4) I have no opinion.
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ae Are the rooms, halls, rest rooms, playgrounds, and

other parts of your child's ach
(Cheek ane’) . 0ol kept clean?

-1) Yes, always clean.
2) Yes, usually clean.
- 3) Noy sometimes dirty.
4) No, always dirsy,
—5) I have no opinion.

b. If some parts of the school are not kept as clean as
you would like, tell what is not kept clean.

a. Are you treated‘ad we11 as you think you ought to be
treated when you visit the school? (Check one.,)

1) Yes.
2) Sometimes yes, sometimes nv,

‘fbé5*Ifiy3ﬁ;d6ﬂ'ﬁf1ika‘ghé?ié?fybﬁ{afe*tréétéd\when‘you"

visit the school, tell what you don't like.

How many of the teachers welcome your visits to your
child8s school? (Check one.)
1) All or almost all.

2} Most.

:3) About half.
L) Few,

5) None or almost none.
6) I have never visited my child’'s school.

a. In general, do you know your child's teachers as
well as you would }ike? (Check one.)
l) Yes, : . i
2) No.
3) Uncertain,
b. If you don't know your child's teachers as well as
you would like, what suggestions do you have for
getting better acquainted?

a. Do you know as much about your child's school as
you would like? {Check one.)
1) Yes. ‘ -
2) Noe.
3) Uncertain.
b. If there are things you would like to know about

your child?’s school, tell what they are.
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32, Do you feel that your child's school does a good job or
a poor job of telling you about the work of the school?
(Check one.)

1) Very good.

2) Good. ]

T 3) Fair.
k) Poor.

- 5) Very poor.

_6(-I have no opinion,

33. How do you get information about your child's school?
(Check all that tell how you get information about the
30h0q1)0' ‘

. 1) Visiting the school.
- 2) Going to P.T.A., parents' night, etc.
- 3) Talking with children.. - = . L
© _____h) Talking with'other adults. -
5) Going to school games, plays, etc.
_6) Reading the school newspaper; yearbook, etc.
_7) Reading the city newspapers.
___8) Helping pupils with homework.
9)Hearing talks about the school at club meetings,
- on the radio, etc.
10) Other. (Tell what.)

34. What 1§ the one thing you like most about your child's
school? , ' :

35. What is the one thing you most dislike about your child's
school? '

36. If you have any suggestions to offer concerning'things
you think should be done to improve your child's school,

write them here,

PART II

1. Do you favor or oppose spending tax money to pay for
‘evening schools for young people and adults? (Check one.)
_1) I strongly favor '
2) I am inclined to favor,.
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3 3) I am not sure,
k) I am inclined to oppose.
- 5) I strongly oppose.

2. Do you favor or oppose spending tax money for kindergar=
tens and nursery schools for children of pre-school age?
(Check one, )

1) I strongly favor,
2) I am inclined to favor.
3) I am not sure.

4} I am inclined to oppose.

5) I strongly oppose.

3. a. Some people feel that the only way the schools can -
keep up the services they are now giving is to
increase taxes. If this turns out to be true, should
taxes be increased or school services be cut?

(Check one,} :

1) I strongly feel that taxee should be increased.

-2) I am inclined to feel that taxes should be increased,

- 3) I am not sure.
I am inclined to feel that school services should
- be cut.
5) I strongly feel that school services should be cut.

b. If; in this case, you think that achool services should
be cut, what things do you think should be cut out?

L. Which, if any, of the following things would you like to
see the school do more about? (Check all that you would

like to see more done about.) -
1) More emphasis on teaching children to get along

- with others.
2) More chances for all children to learn sports and
recreational activities.
3) More attention to sex education.
L) More attention to the problems of family life.
5} More attention to the problems of city, state,

- and national government.
6) More study of the methods of propaganda.

7) More study of how to use money wisely.
- 8) More attention to reading.
9} More attention to arthmetic.
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10) More attention to public and social speaking.
11) More study by the teachers of the abilities,

aptitudes, and interests of all children as a
basis for helping them choose and prepare for
their lifework,
12) More art education.
' 13) More music education.
14} More religious education.
15} Other. (Tell what.)

5. Some people feel that not being able to buy such things
as eyeglasses, hearing aids, and even clothing and

nourishing food is as great a handicap as not being able
to buy textbooks in getting an education, and that these

55 ghould be provided at public expense when the child's
_parents. cannot afford them. Other people feel that -only
-+ the parents or some private agency should be expected to
"provide whatever is needed in this regard. How do you
feel about the extent to which the public should provide
tax money so that every child, regardless of his -
physical handicaps, race, creed, or the financial con=

dition of his parents, has the opportunity to get an
education suited to his abilities and effort? (Check all
the things that you think should be proviled by public tax
money, when the child's parents cannot afford them.)
_1) All necessary textbooks and supplies. -
- 2) Medical treatment if necessary.
% - -3) Eyezlasses if necessary,
.- k) Hearing aids if necessary.
___-5) Clothing if necessary.
6) Hot lunches. N
-~ 7) Tickets to athletie¢ games, dances, parties, etc.
8) Class dues, club dues, and initiation fees,
9) Other. (Tell what,)
6. Some people feel that the quality of education everywhere
in the United States if of concern to each of us. They
point out that some areas have more children and less
money than other areas. They point out that about one
fourth of the adults in this country live in states other
than the one in which they were born--that our fellow

workers and neighbors tomorrow may be getting a poor
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education in another state or community today. Thus, they
say, if all of use are o prosper the national government
must guarantee minimum standards of education everywhere
by paying a portion of the cost. Other people feel that
all financial support for the school should come only
from local and state sources. How do you feel about
national support of education? (Check one.)

1) I believe that the national government should pay

enough of the cost of education to guarantee every

boy and girl a good education.
2) I believe that the national government should not
. pay any part of the cost of education.
3) I have no opinion.

7: Do you favor or oppose spending tax money for a state-
wide system of local junior colleges (two years beyond
"high school)} to make. college and special vocational
~ training available to students who can't afford, or-
don't need, or don't want a regular four-year college
course? (Check one. )

1y I strongly favor.

2) I am inclined to favor.

3) I am not sure,

~4) I am inclined to oppose.

—-5) I strongly oppose.

8. Do you feel that teachers are paid too much or two little
for the work they are expected to do? (Check one.)
1) I feel very strongly that teachers are paid
- %00 much,
) I am inclined to feel that teachers are paid
too much.
) Teachers are paid about the right amount.
) I am inclined to feel that teachers are not
paid enough.
) T feel very strongly that teachers are not paid
- enough,
6)I have no opinion.

,LILL-
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B. INVENTORY OF NON-PARENT OPINION

DIRECTIONS

How do you feel about the.échobl in your community? That is
what we are asking you to tell us by filling out this
inventory.

It is easy to do. It dces not take very much time. You can
answer it nearly as fast as you can read it. In most cases,
you merely check the answer that tells how you fed,

DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THIS PAPER. By making it impossible
to know who says what, most people are more likely to s=ay
what they really think.

Uge}q1§hgrxglpepci},o?}gipgnQin_mgrkingjyour'answers,u
Answer every questfon. "

Fill out this inventory now if you possibly can.

Please mail the completed invenﬁory as soon as possible,

A stamped return envelope is enclosed.

'PERSONAL FACTS

A. Which person filled out this inventory? (Check one.)
1) Husband g .
_____2) Wife
B. Have you at any time had a child enrolled in the local
schools?
1) Yes
______2) No

2. If answer is yes, indicate the highest grade reached by
any child in school.

12 5678 .10 11 12) (13 14) (15 16)
> Sghigh school .Jr. college College
C. How far did you wourself go in school? (Check one.)
12345678 9 10 11 12 - 123k
High School College
-133-
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D. In what age group do you belong? (Check one. )
: 1) I am under 30 years of ages

___2) I am in my 30s.
3) I am in my 40s.

_L4)-I am 60 years of age or older.

E. What 1s your ocecupation or that of your husband if you
are a housewife.

PART I

1. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the
school in your community? (Check one.).
/ 1) Very well satisfied. -
2) Satisfied.
3) Half and half.
k; Dissatisfied. . - o
‘Very much dissatisfied.~:v-w,
_6)" I have no opinion. R
2. a. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with
: the way the children are treated by the teachers and
other officials of the school? (Check one.)
1) Very well satisfied. |
2) Satisfied.
--3) Half and half.

L) Dissatisfied.
_ 5) Very much dissatisfied,
6) I have no opinion.

" If-you are dissatisfied with the way the children
are treated, tell what things are done that you don't
like.

3. a. In general, is the discipline in your school too
strict or not strict enough? (Check one.)
1) It is much too strict.- :
~ 2) It is too strict.
3) It is about right.
4} It is not strict enough.
5) It is nowhere near strict enough.
6) I have no opinion.
b. If there are things about the discipline in your

school you don't like, what are they?
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ke Should the school try to give children help with the
social problems they face in their everyday life?
{(Check one) .
! 1) Yes.
2) No.
-~ 3) Uncertain.
5. a. How much help does the school usually give your child
in solving his social problems? (Check one)
1) All or almost all of the help needed,
2} Considerable amount of the help needed.
-3) Little of the help needed, |
k) I have no opinion.
b. If-you think that the children should be given more
help in solving their social problems, tell what problems
they need help with.
. 6. a.. All things considered, -how much,do you think the
.. students -are getting out of their ‘schoolwork? (Check one)
1) About all that they can get. :
2) Somewhat less than they could get.
' 3) Considerably less than they could get.
4) A great deal less than they could get.
5) I have no opinion. |
b. If-you feel that the students are not getting as much
out of their schoolwork as they could get, what do you
think the reasons are? (Check all that tell why)
1) They don't study-hard enough. | :
-~ 2) Their work is too hard. _
- 3) They don't understand the assignments.
- -4) Teachers do not give enough individual help.
5) Teachers do not give enough attention to slow
- - learners,
6) Not enough opportunities for rapid learners.
7) They have tooc much schocolwork to do (assignments
too large, or too many subjects).
8) They do too much work outside of school.
- 9)They spend too much time on student activities,
- parties, clubs, athletics, etc. -
10) They aren't interested in schoolwork.
11) Other reasons. (Tell what.)
7. a. How much of what young people are studying in school
do you think will be useful to him in everyday living?
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(Check one)

: 1) Practically everything he is studying.
2) Most of what he is studying.
___3) About half of what he is studying.
4} Considerably less than half of what he is studying.
----- 5) Very little of what he is studying.
6) I have no opinion.
b. If you think that some of these things high school
students are studying will not be useful in everyday
living, what are these things?

8. a. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the teaching
methods used in the local sehool? (Check one)

1) Very well satisfied. - :

——_ - 2) Satisfied. |
- 3) About half and half.

. k) Dissatisfied.. |

SRR 5) Very much dissatisfied.

-7 6) I have'no opinion.: . . :
b. If-the school uses teaching methods that you don't
like, tell what they are._ ' i :

9. a. Are there things that students should be learning
right now which are not being taught in this school?
(Check one) ' :

1) No, none.

2} Yes, a few things.
3) Yes, many things.
4} I have no opinion.
b. - If-there are things that you think students should be
learning which are not being taught in this school, tell
what these things are._ :

10. a. Are.you satisfied with the lunch arrangements (costs,
hours, cafeteria facilities, and rules regarding lunch
time) in the loeal school? (Check one)

1) Yes, ' '
2) No.
3) Uncertain.
b. If you are not satisfied, tell what you don't like,

11. a. Does your child's school have as much equipment (library
books, moving-picture equipment, gymnasium and playground
equipment, laboratory equipment, etc.) as it needs?

(check one) '
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1) It has everything it needs.
_2) It has most of what it needs.
'3} It has very little of what it needs.
L} I have no opinion.
b.  If you think the school needs more quipment, tell
what-it needs.
12. Do you think that the local school is overcrowded?
{Check one) .

. No, it is not overcrowded.
2} Yes, it is somewhat overcrowded.

: 3§ Yes, it is seriously overcrowded.
4} 1 have no opinion. '

13. a;t<Krevthe halls, rooms, rest rooms 1l rounds, and
other parts of the school kept-cleaﬁ?P ?gﬁeck oné)

1) Yes, always clean.
‘ 2; Tes, usually clean.

‘ ~3) No, sometimes dirty.
.—___h) No, always dirty. |
- _5)'I"have no opinion.

b. If-seme parts of the school are not kept as clean
as you would like, tell what they are.

14. a. Are you treated as well as you think you ought to
be tre?ted when you visit the school? (Check one)
l Yes. '

. 2) Sometimes yes, sometimes no.

- 3) No. _

. L) I have never visited school.
b. - If-you don't like the way vou are treated when you
visit the school, tell what you don't like.

15. How many of the teachers welcome your visits to your
school? (Check one)
1) All or almost all,
2) Most.
3) About half.
. k&) Few.
£) None or almost none.
6) I have never visited school.
16. a. In general, do you know the teachers as well as you
would like? (Check one)
1) Yes.
2) No.
3) Uncertain.
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b, 1If you don't know the teachers as well as you would

like; what suggestions do you have for getting better
acquainted? '

17. a. Do you know as much about your school as you would
like? (Check one)
‘1) -Yes. :
2) No.
-3) Uncertain.
b, If-there are things you would like to know about your
school, tell what they are.
18. Do you feel that your school does a good job or a poor
Job)of'telling you about the work of the school? {(Cheeck
one). | :
__1) Very good.
2; Good. ‘
- Fair. . .
‘. L) Poor.:.. = -
. 5) Very poor.
6) I have no opinion.
19, How do-you get information about the local school? (Check
all that tell how you get information about the school.)
1) Visiting the school.
_~_2) Going to P.T.A., parents' night, etc,
3) Talking with children.
L} Talking with other adults.
___5) Going to school games, plays, etc.
6) Reading the school newspaper, yearbook, etc.
7) Reading the city newspapers.
Helping pupils with homework,
9} Hearing talks about the school at club meetings,

on the radio, etc.
10) Other. (Tell what.)
20, What is the one thing you like most about the local school?

21, What is the one thing you most dislike about your local

school?

22. If you have any suggestions to offer concerning things you
think should be done to improve your child's school, write

them here, :

PART II
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1. Do you favor or oppose spending tax money to pay for
evening schools for young people and adults? (Check one)

1) I strongly favor. T
2} I am not sure.

3)} I strongly oppose.

- 4) I am inclined to favor.

5} I am inclined to oppose.

2. Do you-favor or oppose spending tax money for kinder-
gartens and nursery schools for children of pre-school
age? (Check cne)

" 1} I strongly favor.

2} I am inclined to favor.

3} I am not sure.

L) I am inclined to oppose.

| __5). I strongly oppose.. o .
.. 3+« a4 Some .people feel.that ‘the only way the schools can
‘ -~ keep.up the services they are now giving is to increase
taxes. If this turns out to be true, should taxes be
increased or school services be cut? (Check one)

1) T strongly feel that taxes should be increased.

2) I am inclined to feel that taxes should be

increased.

I am not sure,

I am inclined to feel that school services should

be cut.

5) I strongly feel that school services should be

-~ euts, . '
b. if, in this case, you think that school services
should be cut, what things do you think should be cut
out?_

4 Which, if any, of the following things would you like to
see the school do more about? (Check all that you would
like to see more done about.)

1) More emphasis on teaching children to get along

with others.
2) More chances for all children to learn sports and
- recreational activities.
3) More attention to sex education.

L) More attention to the problems of family life.
5) More attention to the problems of city, state,

and national government.

—3)

L)

TR —
————————
S ———
———tvatmp
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6) More study of the methods of propaganda.

7) More study of how to use money wisely.

.8} More attention to reading.

9) More attention to arithmetic.

10) More attention to public and social speaking.

11) More study by the teachers of the abilities,
aptitudes, and interests of all children as a
basis for helping them choose and prepare for
their lifework.

12) More art education.

' 13) More music education.
.14} More religious education.
15) Other. (Tell what)

5. Some people feel that not being able to buy such things.
‘... . as’ eye~glasses, hearing aids, and even clothing and
‘nourishing food is asgreat handicap as not being able
to buy textbooks in getting an éeducation, and that these
should be provided at public expense when the child's
parents cannot afford them. Other people feel that
only the parents or some private agency should be ex-
pected to provide whatever is needed in this regard. How

do you feel about the extent to which the publiec should
provide tax money so that every child, regardless of his
physical handicaps, race, creed, or the finan¢ial con-
ditions of his parents, has the opportunity to get an
education suited to his abilities and effort? %Cbeck
all the things that you think should be provided by public
tax money, when the child's parents cannot afford them.)
1) All necessary textbooks and supplies.

. 2) Medical treatment 1if necessary.

3) Eyeglasses if necessary.

4) Hearing aids if necessary.

Clothing if necessary.
'g Hot lunghes. Ty

7) Tickets to athletic games, dances, parties, etc.
Class dues, club dues, and initiation fees.

9) Other. (Tell what.)
6. Some people feel that the quality of education everywhere
in the United States is of concern to each of us. They
point out that some areas have more children and less
money than other areas. They point out that about one
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fourth of the adults in this country live in the states
other than the one in which they were born--that our

fellow workers and neighbors tomorrow may be getting a
poor education in another state or community today. Thus,
they say, if all of us:.are to prosper the national
government must guarantee minimum standards of education
everywhere by paying a portion of the cost. Other people
feel that all financial support for the school should
come only from local and state sources. How do you feel
about national support of education? (Check one.)
1) I believe that the national government should
- pay enough of the cost of education to guarantee
every boy and girl a good education.
2) I believe that the national government should
- not pay any part of the cost of education.
.. -3) I have no-opinion. A
" '7. Do you favor or oppose spending tax money for a state-
wide system of local junior colleges (two years beyond
high school) to make college and special vocational
training available to students who can't afford, or don't
'need, or don't want a regular four-year college course?
(Check one) '
1) I strongly favor.
2} I am inclined to favor.
"3} I am not sure.
‘ L) I am inclined to oppose.
_____5) I strongly oppose.
8. Do you feel that teachérs are paid too much or too little
for the work they are expected to do? (Check one)
1) I feel very strongly that the teachers are paid
- too much,
2) I am inclined to feel that teachers are paid

too much.
3) Teachers are paid about the right amount.
L) I am inclined to feel that teachers are not paild

enough,
5) I fefl very strongly that teachers are not paid

enough.
6) I have no opinion.

ARt .
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C. ILLINCIS INVENTORY OF PUPIL OPINION
. (Secondary-School Form)

Harold C. Hand, Professor of Education, University of
Illinois .

Gilbert C. Finlay, Assistant Professor of Education,
University of Illinocis

Ardwin J. Dolio, Assistant Professor of Education,
University of Delaware

'DIRECTIONS

... How-do you feel about your school? = That is what we. are
‘p“ﬁ;}asking you.to. tell us in this questionnaire.. :

It is easy to do. In most cases, you merely check the
answer that tells how you feel.

This is not a test. Except for the first five questions
there are no right or wrong answers. TYou are simply to tell

how you feel about your school.

DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THIS PAPER. Nobody wants to know
"who aays what"¥,

It will not affect your marks. Since this is not a test,
and since nobody can tell "who says what", the way you answer
this questionnaire cannot possibly affect your school marks.

Use either a pencil or a pen. Either one is all right,.

Read each question carefully. Be sure you understand each
question before you answer it.

If you don't understand the meaning of a question, raise your
hand and the person in charge will explain what it means.

Answer every question. Before you turn in your paper, go

=lf2=
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back over it to make sure you have answered every question.
PERSONAL FACTS

A. What are you, a boy or a girl? {Check one answer)
1) I am a boy.
2} I am a girl.
B. What school grade are you in’ (Check one answer)
— 1) 7th grade, :
_2) 8th grade.
-3} 9th grade.
4) 10th grade.
""" -5} 11th grade.
~__6) 12th grade.
7) Other. (Tell what).
C. What marks did yeu get on your last report card9
= (Check one):: - , { RE
1) Mostly A's.
2) Mostly A's and B's.
: 3) Mostly Bts.
4) Mostly C's.
5) Mostly C's and D's.
6) Mostly D's or lower.
D. How do you think you "get along® with your teachers,
- deans, and principal?- (Check one.)}
1) Very well. - - :
'Zg Pretty well,
3} Sometimes have trouble.
—____h) Frequently have trouble.

E. How often do you get help and advice from your parents on
any problems you have or things you are interested in?
(Check one.)

1) Always or almost always.

2) Usually.

3} About half the time.

4) Seldom.
5) Never or almost never.

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT YOUR SCHOOL?
1. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with your

school? (Check one answer.)
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3.

wl il

1} ry well satisfied.
Satisfied.

} About half and half.
— L) Dissatisfied.

—_____5) Very much dissatisfied.
6) I have no opinion.

How many of your teachers know your abilities, interests,
and special needs as well as they should? (Check one.)
1) All or almost all. -
~ 2} Most.
.3} About half,
L) Few,.
.. 5) None or almost none.
6) I have no opinion.
In ‘general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the

way you. are treated by teachers and other school

o officials? "(Check one.)

kL.

Se

l) Very well satlsfied.'
2) Satisfied.
Half and half.

- hi Dissatisfied.
Very much dissatisfied.

6) I have no opinion.
Do you feel that you are "one of the gang™ in your school?
(Check one.) .
o 1) Yes, I feel that I "belong®, that I "count® for
-~ something, and that.I am "wanted"
2) Yes and no; I often wonder about.this; I am not
. .. 8Sure.
3) No, I think that I am more or less of a "nobody“
- or an "outsider®,
a. In general, how often do the teachers and other
school officials treat you fairly? (Check one.)

} Alwa 8 or almost always.
— 2) Usua ly.

3) About half the tinme.

L)} Seldom.
"5) Never or almost never.

é) I have no opinion.

b. If there are ways that teachers and other school

offieials are unfair to you, tell them here.

In general, are your teachers too changeable in their
discipline (sometimes too strict, sometimes not strict

enough)? (Check one.)
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1) Yes.
3) Uncertain.
7. Do differences in discipline among teachers (some too

strict, others not stric
as mucﬁ as you could fro; ;ggggglhggi£oiﬁg f?giegitgégg)
1) Yes.
. 2) Uncertain.
‘3) No.
8. a. In-general, is the discipline in your school too strict

or not strict enough? (Check one.)
1) It is much too striect.

_'2) It is too strict,
3) It 13 about right.
h) It is not strict enough.
5) It 13‘nowhere near. strict enough.
6) I have no opinion, 5
b. If there are things about the discipline in your
school that you don't like, what are they?

9. How many of your teachers seem really to care about you
as a person who needs individual understanding and
attention? (Check one.)

l} All or almost all.
Most.

3 ~About half,

Few. .
----- 5) None or almost none.
~__6) I have no opinion.
10, a. In general, how often do the pupils in your school
treat one another fairly and kindly? (Check one.)

1; Always or nearly always.
2) Usually.

______3) About half the time.

— hi Seldom.
—___5) Almost never.

6} I have no opinion.
b. If the pupils in your school are unfair or unknd to

one another, tell what they do that you don't like.

1l1. a. How much help do your teachers usually give you with

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



12,

13.

14.

15.
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your schoolwork? (Check one.)
1) All the help I need. -
2} Most of the help I need.
3) About half the help I need.
L) Some of the help I need.,

____5) Very little of the help I need.
6) T have no opinion. .

b. If you think you need morehelp with your schoolwork,
what ‘kind of help do you need that you are not getting?

On the average, do you spend too much or too little

time on homework each school day? (Check one.)
~ 1) Much too much. : '

2) Too much.

- TT73) Avout the right. amount.
o Y Too little. ' - '

5) Much too little.
6) I have no opinion.
On the .average, how much time do you spend on homework
each school day? (Check one.)
1) None. -
2) Less than % hour.
3) Between 3 and 1 hour.
L) Between 1 and 11 hours.
5) Between 1% and 2 hours.

6) More than 2 hours.
7)) I have no opinion.

Should -the school try to give students help with the
social problems they face in everyday living? {Check one.)
l) Yes. o
2) No.

3) Uncertain.
a. How much help does the school give you in solving
your social problems? (Check one.)
) All or almost all the help I need.

2) Considerable amount of the help I need.

3) Little of the help I need.

4) I have no opinion.
b. If you think the school should give you more help in

solving your social problems, t ell what problems you need

L

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-147-
help with.

16. a. All things considered, how much do you think you are
getting out of your schoolwork? (Check one.)

1) About all that I could: .
““f"?l gomewhat less tr nOI co%fg get.

33 Considerabli less than I could get.
4) A great deal less than I could get.

5) I have no opinion.

b, If -you feel that you aren't getting as much out of
your - schoolwork as you could get, what do you think the
reasons are? {Check all that tell why.)

1) I dopn't study hard enough.

- 2% The work is too hard.

3} I don't understand the assignments.

__4)} Teachers do not give individual help.

.~ = 5) Teachers.do not give enough attention to slow

s o« learners,: . . LT |
6) Not enough opportunities for rapid learners.
- -7} I have too much schoolwork to do.. (Assignments
. too large, or too many subjects.)
8) I do too much work outside school.

9) I spend too much time on student activities
- (parties, c¢lubs, athletics, etc.)
10) I am not interested in schoolwork.
‘11) Other reasons. (Tell what.)
17. 1In general, do you have-to do too much or too little
work in order to "keep up" in your studies? (Check one)
~ 1) Much too little, - '
-'Zg'Too little.
.. __.3) About the right amount.
4} Too much.
-§) Much too much.
6) I have no opinion. . _
18. a. How much of what you are studying do you think will

eryday living? (Check one)
be usifu%rggt ggli? gzeggtthg I studying.
2

Most of what I am studying.
'3) About half of whatI am studying.
4) Considerably less than half of what I am studying.
5) Very little of what I am studying.

-~ 6) I have no opinion. .
b. If}you think that some of the things you are studying

will not be useful in everyday living, what are these
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things?

19. a. Do you take part in as many student activities
(clubs, parties, plays, athletics, etc.) as you would
like? (Check one)
1) .Yes; too many, in fact.
2) Yes; I take part in as many as I think I should.
» 3) No; I.don't take part in an many as I should like.
___4) I have no opinion.

b. If-you are not takin%igart in as many student
activities as you would e, what is the reason?

20, a. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the teaching
methods used in your school? (Check one.)
1) Very well satisfied. :
- 2) Satisfied. o .
‘e 3) About -half and half. .
LY Dissatisfied. '
: 5) Very much dissatisfied.
6) I have no opinion.
b. If-the school uses teaching methods that you don'

like; tell what they are. :

21. a. Are there things that you should be learning right
now which are not being taught in your school? (Check

one.) |
-1) Non, none.
2) Yes, a few things.
- 3) Yes, many things.
4) I have no opinion. '
b. If-there are things that you think you should be
learning which are not being taught in your school, tell

what these things are.

22. a. How do you feel about the amount ofmoney you need
in order to take part fully in school 1ife? (Consider
textbooks, dues, assemblies, plays, games, parties,
dances, charity drives, newspapers, yearbooks, class
rings, sweaters, etc.) (Check one.)

1) It takes altogether too much money.
. 2) It takes far too much money.
3) It takes about the right amount of money.

4) I have no opinion.
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b. Tell any kinds of requests or needs for rroney in the
school which should be eliminated.

23. a. Does the amount of money required to take part in the
school's program and activities make it too hard for

students who don't have much money to spend to take part
as much as they should in what goes on at school?
(Check one.) '
1l) Yes.
—-2) No.
3) Uncertain.
b. If-you féel that pupils with little money to spend

are handicapped, tell how. (Check all in which children
with little money are handicapped.)

1) Getting textbooks and supplies. | ,
s .—2). Getting the medical help (eyeglasses; hearing
- ~. alds, medical treatment, etc.) necessary to -
profit from schoolwork.

Taking part in athletiecs.

- Going to parties, dances, and ball games.

Joining clubs and taking part in other activities,

Using cafeteria or other lunch facilities.

Going on trips or excursions sponsored by the

school.

8) Getting the school yearbook, newspaper, class

.- --- . rings, etc.

9) Other., (Tell what.) .

24. a. Are you satisfied with the lunch arrangements (cost,
hours, ecafeteria facilities, and rules regarding lunch
time) in your school? (Check one).

-1) Yes. Co '
) 2) Noo
- 3)¥ Uncertain.
b. If you are not satisfied, tell what you don't like.

'~Joln¢wu
G N Yo e Samast

25. a. Does your school have as much equipment (1ibrary books,
moving~picture equipment, gymnasium and playground equip-
ment, laboratory equipment, etc.) as it needs? (Check one)

1) It has everything it needs. -
'2) It has most of what it needs.
_____3) It has very little of what it needs.
. 4) T have no opinion.
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b. If you think your school needs more equipment, tell
what. ft needs.

26. Do gou think that your school is overcrowded? (Check
one
. 1) Ne, it is not overcrowded.
- _2) Yes, it is somewhat overcrowded.
. 3) Yes, it 1is seriously overcrowded.
L) I have no opinion.
27. a. Are the rooms, halls, rest rooms, and playgrounds
of your school kept clean? (Check one)
1l) Yes, always clean.
_ - -2) Yes, usually clean.
—3) No, sometimes dirty.
k) No, always dirty.
' _5) I have no.opinion.
_ - I some parts of your school are not - kept as clean
as you would like, tell what is not kept clean.

28. a. In general, how well satisfied are you with the
variety (number and nature) of the subjects that your
school offers? (Check one.)

1) Very well satisfied.
2) Pretty well satisfied.
3) About half and half.
L)} Dissatisfied.

5) Very much dissatisfied.

-6} I have no opinion.

b. If there are any subjects you want to take that

your school does not offer, tell what they are.

29. Regardless of what your marks may be, in how many of
your school subjects would you say that you are
nlearning a lot" this year? (Check one.)

1) In all my subjectse

2) In most of my subjects.

3) In about half of my subjects.

4) In less than half of my subjects.

5) In none of my subjects.

6) I have no opinion.

30. a. How much help do you usually get from the
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libr?rian when you go to the school library? (Check
one.

.1) All the help I need.

2) Most of the help I need.

__-__3) Some of the help I need.

hi Very little of the help I.need.

I never go to the school library.

. If. you are not getting enough help when you go to
the school library, what kinds of help do you need that
you are not getting?

31. a. 1In general, how proud of your school are you’
(Check one.)
- 1) I am very proud of my school.
2) I am proud of my school.
3) I.am not proud of my. school.
. L) I am: ashamed ‘of my school.,
'b. -If. you are proud of your school, tell the main
reason why.
¢. If you are not proud of your school, tell the main
reason why.
32. a. Do you go to as many of the school parties, dances,
plays, athletic contests, etc., as you would like to’
(Check one.)
1) Yes.

""" 2’ NO.

b If- you don't go to as many as you would like to,
what are the reasons? (Check all which are true for
you.)

1) Because I don't have time.

2) Because my parents don't want me to or won't let
me, :

—___3) Because the kids don't want me.

L) Because I don't know how to take part.

~__5) Because I cantt afford to.

6) Other reasons. (Tell what they are.)

33. Do you ever Ifeel hurt or ashamed because you can't bring
money to school when the rest of the pupils do? ~(Check

One.)
1) Yes, very often.

2) Yes, quite often.
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'3) Yes, but seldom.
L) No, never,
- 5) T never need to bring any money to school.
3L. Does the school give you enough help in choosing
subjects? (Check one.)
1) Yess
2) No.
_ ___3) Sometimes.
35. Does the school give you enough help in choosing a
vocation? (Check one.)
1) Yes. .
, 2) Sometimes,
w3} No.
36. Does the school give you enough help in getting
information about colleges and choosing a college?
~ (Check one.) ‘ L T
« 1) Yess - . @
. 2) Sometimes,
- 3) No.
37. VWhat is the one thing you like most about your school?

38, What is the one thing you most dislike about your
school?

39. If you have any suggestions to offer concerning things'
you think should be: done to improve your school, write

them here.
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D. ILLINOIS INVENTORY OF PUPIL OPINION
(Upper-Elementary-School Form)

Harold C. Hand, Professor of Education, Universi
—T1l4inois ’ sity of

Gilbert C. Finlay, Assistant Professor of Education,
University of Illinois

Ardwin J. Dolio, Assistant Professor of Education,
University of Delaware

DIRECTIONS

How do you feel about your school? That is what we want you
to te;l?ustin2phis,que;tiqnnaire¢’

It is easy to do. In most cases, you merely check the answer
that tells how you feel.

This is not a test. Except for the first five qﬁéstidhs
there are no right or wrong answers. You are simply to

tell how you feel about your school.

DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THIS PAPER. Nobedy wants to know
"who says what",

It will not affect your marks. Since nobody can tell "who
says what"™, the way you asnwer this questionnaire cannot
possibly affeet your school marks.

Use either a pencil or a pen. Either one is all right.

Read each question carefully. Be sure you understand each
question before you answer it.

If you don't understand the meaning of a question, raise
your hand and the person in charge will explain wha it means.

Ansvwer every question. Before you turn in your paper, EO
back over it to make sure you have answered every question.

«153-
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oL 5‘: :_; PERSONAL~FACTS

A What are you, a boy or a girl? (Check one answer.)
l) I ‘am a boy' Lk
2) I am a girl.

B. What school grade are you in? - (Check one answer.)
‘:1)I am in the 6th grade, | - .
2)..I.am in-the 7th grade.

‘ 3) I am in the 8th grade.
C. What marks did . you,get on your last report card?
(Check one -answer). -~ |
1) Mostly. A's.;;.4 .
___2) Mostly A's.and B'si. ..
- '.3)5Mbstly BY'se - .. e
_+ . 4) Mostly Bt*s and. Clse oo ¢
5) Mostly Ctsa.. : u
6) Mostly C's and D*s.
. 7} Mostly D's -or lower, .. :
D. How well do you think you ”get along' with.your teachers?
: (Check ‘one ‘answers., ) . . .
1) Very well. R
2) Pretty, well. . : ,
_3) Sometimes have trouble.. o
" 4) Frequently have trouble. .
E. How often do you get help and advice from your parents
: on any’problems you have or things you are interested
in? ' (Check one answer.) :
1) Always. or almost always.
2) Usually. .
——3) About half the time,
L) Seldom.
5} Never or almost never.

~

WHAT'DO YOU THINK ABOUT YOUR SCHOOL?

1, How many of the pupils in your school do you like?
(Check one ‘answer.,)
1) I ‘like’ all ‘or nearly all the pupils.
... 2) I like most of the pupils.
'_____3) I like about half of the pupils.
- 4) I like some of the pupils.
5) I like very few of the pupils.
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In general, how well 4o you like your school?

«155-
(Check one)

1) I like it very much.
2) I 1like it.

3) About half and half.

L) I dislike it.

5) I dislike it very much.

3. a. In general, how much do you think you are learning
from your schoolwork this year? (Check one.)
1) I =2m learning a great deal this year.
2) I am learning a lot.
3) I am learning quite a number of things.
4) I am learning some things.
5) I am learning very little this year.,
b. If you are not learning very much this year, what are
the reasons? (Check all answers that tell why.)
1) Because I do not study hard enough.
2) Because the work is too hard for me.
3) Because I do not understand the assignments.
L) Because I am working too much outside school.,
5) Because I am spending too much time on such
things as school clubs, parties, athletics, etc.
6) Because I do not know how to study.
7) Because the teachers 4o not give enough help.
8) Because I am not interested in schoolwork.
9) Other reasons. (Tell what they are.)
4e In general, how much work do you have to do to "keep up"

in your school studies? (Check one.)

1) Much too little work.

2) Too little.

3) About the right amount of work.

4) Too much.

5) Much too much work.

5. How much time do you usually spend :5n schoslwork at home
each day? (Check one.)

None at all.

?2) Less than } hours.

Batween % and 1 hour.

4) Between 1 and 1} hours.

5) Between 1% and 2 hours.

More than 2 hours.

I have no opinion.
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How much schoolwork do you usually have to do at home?
{Check one.)

1) Much too little.
2) Too little.
—.3) About the right amount.
k) Too much,
5) Much too much.
6) I do not have any homework to do.
a« Are you satisfied with the lunch arrangements (rules,

length of time to eat, cost of food, where you eat, etc.)
in your school? (Check one., )
1) Yes.
. 2) No. .
_3) I'm not sure how I feel about this.
b. If-you don't like some of the things about the lunch

larrangements in your—school, tell what you don't like.

~Are the rooms, halls, rest rooms, and playgrounds of
your school kept clean? (Check one.)
1) Yes, they are nearly always kept clean.
2) Yes, they are usually kept clean,
- 3) No, sometimes they are dirty.
4) No, they are nearly always dirty.
b, If-some parts of your school are not kept clean, tell
what is not kept clean.
How much help do you usually get from your teacher in
getting your lessons? (Check one.)
1) I get all the help I need.-
_2) I get most of the help I need.
3} I get about half the help I need.
L) I get much less than half the help I need.
5) I get almost none of the help I need.
a. How-much of what you are studying in school do you
think will be valuable to you in everyday living’ (Check
one,
)1) Practically everything I am studying will be
- valuable to me in everyday living.
2) Most of the things I am studying will be valuable

.. to me,
_____3) About half of the things I am studying will be

valuable to me.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



11.

1z2.

13.

14,

15.

16.

-157-

L) Much less than half of the things I am studying
will be valuable to me.

- 5) Very few of the things I am studying will be

valuable to me in everyday living.

b. If you think some of the things you are studying
won't be valuable to you in everyday living, tell what
these studies are. (Write them here.)
a. Are you getting enough help from your teacher ia
solving the social problems which you face in everyday
living? (Check one, )

1) Yes.

2) No.
b. If you are not getting enough help in solving your
social problems, tell what problems you want your
teacher to help you with.
Do you feel that your teacher knows you as a person as
well ‘as she should?* (Check one.)

1) YOS.
2) I'm not sure about this.
3) No.
a. Does your school have as much in the way of play-
ground and gymnasium equipment as you would like?
(Check one.)
: 1) Yes.
2) No. )
3) I'm not sure how I feel about this.

"be If-you think your school needs more equipment, tell

the things you think it needs.
Do you think that your school is overcrowded? (Check one}
- 1) No, it is not overcrowded. '
—___2) Yes, it is somewhat overcrowded.

~ 3) Yes, it is very much overcrowded.
How strict with the pupils is the teacher in your room?
{Check one.,)

1) She-is not strict enough.

2) She is just about right.

. 3) She is too strict.

a. How proud of your school are you? (Check one.)
1) I am very proud of my schoel.

2} I am proud of my school.

3) I am not proud of my school.

L) I am ashamed of my school.
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b. If you are proud of your school, tell your main
reason»why. —
d. If you are not proud of your school, tell the main
reason why.

17. Does the teacher in your room treat the pupils fairly
and kindly? (Check one.)

l) Yes, she always does.
2) Yes, she usually does.

3) Yes, about half the time she does.
No, she treats the pupils fairly and kindly
much less than half the time.
§) No, she very seldom does.
18. Do the-pupils <in your school treat one another fairly
and kindly? (Check one.)
1) Yes, practically.all of them. do.

2{ Yes, most of them do. |
- Yes, about half of them do. .. -
7T L) No, most of them do not.” =
19. Do you-feel that you are "one of the gang" in your
school? (Check one.) : 1
1) Yes, I feel that I "belong", that I "count® for
something, and that-I am "wanted". :

2) Yes and no; I often wonder about this; I am
not sure.

3) No, I feel that I am more or less of a "nobody"™
- or an "outsider™;"that I don't count®, and
that nobody would-miss me if ‘I weren't here.
20. Is it hard for you to get the money that you need to
bring to school? (Check one.) :
1) No, never.. -
2) Yes, but seldom.
3) Yes, about half the time.
L) Yes, usually.
5) Yes, nearly always.
—6) I never need to bring any money to school.
21. a. Do you get to go to as many of the school parties, fays,
games, clubs, etc., as you would iike to? (Check one.)
1) Yes. ‘

Y

2) No.
b. 1f. you can't go to as many as you would like to,

what-1is the reason? (Check all answers which are true

for you.) '
1) Because I don't have time.
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2) Because my parents don't want me to, or
won't let me, ’
3) Because the kids do not want me.
h) Because I don't know how.
5) Because I cannot afford to.
6) Because I live too far away or outside the town.
7} Other reasons. (Tell what they are,)

e ——

22, Do Yyou ever feel hurt or ashamed because you can't bring
money to school when the rest of the pupils do?
(Check one. ) :

1) Yes;, very often.

2) Yes, quite often.

3) Yes, about half the time.

L) Yes, but seldom.

: 5) No, never., =

23. -All in-all, how well satisfied are you with your school?

(Check ones)
1) I am very well satisfied with my school.
2) I am pretty well satisfied.
—__3) About half and half.
L) I am dissatisfied (not satisfied).
5) I am very much dissatisfied (not satisfied)
- with my school.

24. Does it seem to you that the kids who don't have enough
money to spend get "left out of the fun"™ at your school
(going to parties, dances, and ball games; joining
clubs; getting class rings and pins, etc.)? (Check one)

1) Yes, nearly all of them get left out. -
2) Yes, most of them get left out.
e 3) Yes, about half of them get left out.

4) Yes, some of them get left out.

5} No, none of them get left out.

25. What is the one thing that you like most about your

school? (Tell it here.)
26, What i3 the one thing you most dislike (do not 1ike]

about your school’ (Tell it here.)

27. If you think there are things that should be done which
would make your school a better school, tell what these

things are.
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E. ILLINOIS INVENTORY OF TEACHER OPINION

Harold C. Hand, Professor of Education, University of
Illinois

Gilvert C. Finlay, Assistant Professor of Education,
University of Illinois

Ardwin J. Dolio, Assistant Professor of Education,
University of Delaware

DIRECTIONS

How do you feel about the situation in which you work? That

is what we are asking you to tell us by filling out this
inventory. ' ‘ -

It is easy to do. In:moéﬁ"ééées you:méréii’éheck’the én$wer7
that tells how you feel.

‘DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THIS PAPER. Nobody wants to know
"who says what". .

PRINT IN BLQQKuLETTERS whenever any writing is necessary.
This will further guarantee anonymity.

There are no identifying marks of any sort on this inventory.
- 'You shoiuld feel perfectly free to exhange the blank inventory
you now hold with any of your colleagues, or choose your own
inventory from the extra copies which are available. When
you turn in the inventory, you are free to shuffle it into

the pile in any way you like.

Only three items of personal information are requested. No
one can be identified by his responses to these three
-questions.

Say what you really think. The administration intends to
take seriously what you say; so put down what you honestly

think or feel.

Use either a pencil or a pen. Borrow a pencil or a pen from
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a colleague if the one you have is uniquely characteristic
in any way (e.g., green ink, broad stub, etc.)

Answer all the questions. Your opinion is desired concerning
each of the points covered.

PERSONAL FACTS
(This information is needed in order to report

the main body of the survey findings intelligently.)

A. What is your sex? (Check one.)
l) Male. : ,

2) Female, , _
B. In what age group do you belong? (Check one.)
1} I am under 30 years of age. :
2) I am in my 30's.
.3} I am in my 4O's. . o
..t - kY I am 50 years -of age or older.
C. At what school level do you teach? (Check one.)
1) Elementary School. :
2) Junior High School.

3) Senior High School.
_____ &) High School (if schools organized on 8-k plan).

YOQUR OPINIONS

1. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the
" school in which you teach? (Check one.)

1) Very well satisfied.- -

- 2) Satisfied.
3) About half and half.
L) Dissatisfied.
5) Very much dissatisfied.
6) I have no opinion.

2. How many of your fellow teachers understand their pupils?
abilities, interests, and special needs as well as they
should? (Check one.)

1) All or almost all.
2) Most.

)} About half.
4) Few.
5) None or almost none.
6) I have no opinion.
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3. In general, are you satisfied or diss
way pupils are treated by the teacher:tizgi::ﬁ:ith the
officials of your school? (Check one.)

1) Very well satisfied. -
2) Satisfied.
3) Half and half.
4) Dissatisfied.
5) Very much dissatisfied.
6) I have no opinion.

k. In your opinion, how many of your pupils feel that they
are "one of the gang" (that they "belong", that they
Feount™ for something, and that they are "wanted™ by
the other pupils} in your school? (Check one.)

1) All or nearly all. C-

2) Most.
~..3) About one half. - .

- 5) None ‘or almost none.

6) I have no opinion,

5. a« In-general, how often do the teachers and other
officials of your school treat the pupils fairly?
{Check one.) '
~- 1) Always or almost always.

2} Usually.
_3) About half the time.
___4) Seldom.
- -5) Never or almost never.
6) I have no opinion. - :
b. If:there are ways that the teachers and other school

officials are unfair to the pupils, tell them here.

6. How many, if any, of the teachers in your school are too
changeable in their discipline (sometimes too strict, some-
times not strict enough)? (Cheek one.)
1) All or almost all.
2) Most.
3) About half.

‘f) Few,

_____5) None or almost none.
6) I have no opinion.
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7. Do differences in discipline among the teachers in your
school (some too strict, others not strict enough) keep
the pupils from getting as much as they could from their
schoolwork? (Check one.)

1) Yes. -

2) Uncertain.

3) No.

8. a. In-general, is the discipline in Your school too strict
or not strict enough? (Check one.)

1) It is much too striet.

___2) It is too striect.

. 3) It is about right.
L) It is not strict enough.

. _5) It is nowhere near strict enough.
6) I have no opinion.

b; If-there are things about the discipline in your

school that you don't like, what are they? '

9. How many of the teachers in your school really seem to
care about each pupil as a person who needs sympathetic
understanding and attention? (Check one.)

1) All or almost all. :
‘ 2) Most.
___3) About half.
' L) Few.
____5) None or almost none.

6) I have no opinion.
10. a. In general, how often do the pupils in your school
treat one another fairly and kindly? (Check one,)
1) Always or almost always. : :
—__2) Usually.
3} Avout half the time.
L) Seldom.
5) Almost nevers
6) I have no opinion.
b. If the pupils in your school are unfair or unkind to

one another, tell what they do that you don't like.

11. a. How much help do you feel you give your pupils with
their schoolwork? (Check one.)
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1) All of the help needed.
2) Most of the help needed.
3} About half of the help needed.
L} Some of the help needed.
5) Very little of the help needed.
6) I have no opinion.
b. If-you think your pupils need more help.with their

schoelwork, what kind of help do they need that they are
not getting? _ ,

12. On the average, do the pupils in your school spend too
much or too little time on homework eaeh school day?
(Check one.) :

, 1) Muech too much.

2) Too much. ‘
___3) About:the right amount.
L) Too little. - . -
5) Much too little.
: -6) I have no opinion.
13. On the-average, how much homework do you attempt to
require of each pupil each day? (Check one.)
1) None. :
2) Less than % hour.
3) Between 2 and 1 hour.
L) Between 1 and 1% hours.
~ 5) Between 1% and 2 hours.
- 6) More than 2 hours..
14. Should-the school try to give pupils help with the
' social problems they face in their everyday life?
(Check one.)
1) Yes.
2) No.
3} Uncertain. '
15. a. How much help does the school usually give the pupils
in solving their social problems? (Check one.)
1) All or almost all of the help needed.
2) Considerable amount of the help needed.
3} Little of the help needed.

4) I have no opinion.
b. If you think the pupils should be given more help in

|
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solving their social problems, tell what probl
need help in. . ’ problems they

16. a. All things considered, how much do you think the

pupils in your school are getting out of their school-
work? (Check one.) _
1) About all that they could get.

2) Somewhat less than they could get.

_3) Considerably less than they could get.

L) A great deal less than they could get.
5) I have no opinion. :
b. ‘If-you feel that the pupils aren't getting as much
out of their schoolwork as they could get, what do you
think the reasons are? (Check all that tell why.)
1) They don't study hard enough. :
2} The work 'is too hard. -~ =~
‘- 3) They don't seem to understand the assignments.
4) We can't ‘give them enough individual help.
We can't give thém enough attention to slow
. learners, '
_____6) Not enough opportunities for rapid learners.
—____7) They have too much achoolwork to do (assign-

- ments too large, or too many subjects).

) They do too much work outside school.:
9) They spend too much time on student activities
- (parties, elubs, athletics, etc.)
____10) They are not interested in schoolwork.

11) Other reasons. (Tell what.)

—5)

17. In general, do the pupils in your school have %o do too
much or too little work in order to "keep up” in their
studies? (Check one.) - :

1) Mueh too little.

2) Too little. -

_____3) About the right amount.

L) Too much.

5§} Much too much.

6) I have no opinion.

18. a. How much of what the pupils in your school are
studying do you think will be useful to them in everyday
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livin§§ PﬁCh:;k ige.)
- actlically everything they are
2) Most of what they aregstud;ing. srudying.
3} About half of what they are studying.
L) Considerably less than half of what they are
- studying.
5) Very little of what they are studying.
6) I have no opinion.
b. If you think that some of the things the pupils are
studying will not be useful in everyday living, what are
these things? -

19. a. How many of the pupils in your school take part in
as many student actitivies (clubs, parties, plays,
athletics, etc.) as you think they should? {Check one.)

1) All or almost all. ’

_2) Most. I B

3) About half.

4) Few,

5) None or almost none.

6) I have no opinion.

b. If-some pupils are not taking part in as many student
activities as you think they should, what are the reasons?

20. a. How free do you feel to use the teaching methods
that- you believe to be most effective? ' (Check one.)
1) I have as much freedom as I want in this respect.

2)} I have somewhat less freedom than I want in

- this respect.
3) I have considerably less freedom than I want

- in this respect.
4) I have none or almost none of the freedom I

- want in this respect. :
b. If you don't have as much freedom as you want, what

regtrictions as to methods do you think should be re-
moved?

21, a. Are there things that you think the pupils should
be learning right now, which are not being taught in

your school? (Check one.,)
1) No, none. :
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2) Yes, a few things,
3) Yes, many things.
L) I have no opinion.
b. If there are things you think the pupil should be
learning which are not being taught in your school, tell
what these things are.
22, a. How do you feel about the amount of money the puplls
need in order to take part fully in school life?
(Consider textbooks, dues, assemblies, plays, games,
parties, dances, charity drives, newspapers, yearbooks,
class rings, sweaters, etc.) (Check one.)
1) It takes far too much money.
2) It takes too much money.,
____3) It takes about the right amount of money.
: L) I have no opinion. .
b. . Tell any kinds of requests or needs for money in the
school which you think should be eliminated. '

23. a. Does the amount of money required to take part in

the schcol'!s program and activities make it too hard
for pupils who don't have much money to spend to take
part as much as they should in what goes on at school?
(Check one.)

1) Yes.

2). No.

3) Uncertain.
b. If-you feel that pupils with little money to spend

are handicapped, tell how. {Check all in which pupils
with 1little money are handicapped.) -
1) Getting textbooks and supplies.
2) Getting the medical help (eyeglasses, hearing
 aids, medical treatment, etc.) necessary to
profit from schoolwork. :
3) Taking part in athletics.
L) Going to parties, dances, and ball games.
5) Joining clubs and taking part in other activities.
6) Using cafeteria or other lunch facilities.
7) Going on trips or excursions sponsored by the

- school.
8) Getting the school yearbook, newspaper, class

- rings, etc.
____9) other., (Tell what.)
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How many of the pupils in your class or classes do you
understand (in terms of abilities, interests. and special
needs) as well as you think You should? (Ch;ck one, )
1) All or almost all. :

2} Most.

) About half.

L} Considerably less than half.

5) None or almost none.

6) I have no opinion.
a. Does your school have as much equipment and as many
faecilities as it needs? (Check one.)
1) It has everything-it needs.
.2} It has most of what it needs.
—— . 3) It has very little of what it needs.
4) I have no opinion.

. be If-you think the school needs more equipment or

26,

27.

28,

facilities, tell what it needs._ - ,
Do you think that the schéool in which you teach is
overcrowded? (Check one.) .
1) No, it is not overcrowded.
2) Yes, it is somewhat overcrowded.
3) Yes, it is seriously overcrowded.
L} I have no opinion.
a. Are the rooms, halls, rest rooms, playgrounds, and
other parts of your school kept clean? (Check one.)
1) Yes, always clean. - -
2) Yes, usually clean.
3} No, sometinmes dirty.
L} No, always dirty.

—__5) I have no opinion.
b. If.some parts of the school are not kept as clean as

you would like, tell what is not kept clean,

In your eopinion, how often are parents treated con-
siderately when they visit the school? (Check one.)
1) Always or nearly always. : -
2) Usually.

3) Xbout half the time.

4) Seldom.

5) Almost never.

6) I have no opinion.
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.
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Do you welcome visits by parents’ (Check one.)

1) Yes. )

—_____2) Uncertain,

3) No.
a. In general, do you know your pupils' parents as well
as you would like? (Check one. )

1) Yes.

—____2) Uncertain.

3) no.
b. If-you don't know the parents as well as you would
like; what suggestions do you have for getting better
acquainted?

a. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with

~ the way you are treated outside school by the people of

the community? (Check one.)
— 1) Very well satisfied.
2) Pretty well ‘satisfied.
3) About half and half.
4) Dissatisfied.
5) Very much dissatisfied.
b. If there are ways that you are treated that you don't
like; tell what they are.

Do you feel that the school does a good job or a poor
Job of telling the parents about the work of the school?
(Check one.)

- 1) Very good.

2) Good,
Fair.,
4} Poor.

_____5) Very poor.
6) I have no opinion.
How would you rate your own morale at the present time?
{Check one.)
1) Very high.
______2) High.
3) Fair.
T }) Low.
_____5) Very low.
In general, do you feel that you are %one of the gang"
so far as the faculty of your school is concerned?

(Check one.)
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38.

39.
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1) Yes, I feel that I "belong”, that I "count"
: for somethings, and-that I-am "wanted™.
. 2) Yes and no; I wonder about thig; I am-not
' certain,
3) No, I feel that I am more or less of a "nobody"
or an Moutsider™ and that I don't "count™.
All things considered, are you satisfied or dissatisfied
with the way you are treated in the school in which you
teach? (Check one.)
1) Very well satisfied.
2) Satisfied.
~____3) About half and half.
L)} Dissatisfied.
| 5) Very much dissatisfied. |
‘How often can you find enough time to prepare adequately
for your teaching? (Check one,)
1) Always or almost always.
2) Usually.
" 3) About half the time.
L) Seldon.
5) Never or almost never, :
How much do you like or dislike your present teaching
assignment? (Check one.)
1) I like it very much.
2) I like it.
)} About half and half.
: L) I dislike it. .
_____5) I dislike it very much.
In general, how do you feel about supervising the
student activities (clubs, plays, parties, etc.) which
have been assigned to you this year? (Check one.)
1) I 1ike to supervise all of them. :
2) I like to supervise some of them.
3) I don't like to supervise any of them.
L) I am not in charge of any student activity.
Do you-feel that you have too many or too few student
activities to supervise this year? (Check one.)
1) I have too many. - :
2) I have about the right number.

I have too few.
2; I am not in charge of any ;tudent activity.
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40. How do you feel about your advisement or
load? (Check one.) ' counseling

1) -It is much too heavy.
2) It is somewhat too heavy.
3} It is about right,
4) I should like to have more advising or
counseling to do.
5) I don't do any advising or counseling.
4l. All things considered, how good a job do you think
the school in which you teach is doing? (Check one.)
l) Very good. , '
2) Good. .
3) Fair.
l..) Poor.

5) Very poor. » ‘
k2. a. In.general, how much help are you able to give your

‘pupils with the social problems they face in their
everyday life? (Check one.)
1) All of the help needed.

2; Most of the helﬁ needed.
3) About half of the help needed.

' L} Some of the help needed.
_____5) Very little of the help needed.
6) I have no opinion.
b If-you are not giving your pupils all the help they
need with these problems, what are the reasons? (Check
all that apply.) . : -
1) I don't have enough time,
2) I'm not well enough trained.
3) The pupils I'm not helping adequately don't
- went any help from me, '
L) I'm not supposed to do this in our school.
5) We do not have the necessary facilities.

6) Other. (Tell what.)
L3. How much of your time is spent in "police” duties (hall
duty, cafeteria or playground supervision, ete.)?
(Check one,) ' '

1) Far-too much.
_2) Too much.
3) About the right amount.
L) I have no "police™ duties.
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bkh. a. Do you feel that you have the academic freedom
necessary for the most effective teaching? (Check one)

1) Yes, entirely so. : :
2) Yes, for the most part,
3) No, for the most part.

k) No, I feel that I am severely restricted.

5) I have never thought about this.

b, If you feel that your academic freedom is not come-

plete, in what ways and by whom is it limited?

45. Do you feel that the total work load (teaching, advising,
' supervising activities-~"everything®") is as equitably
divided as possible among the teachers in your school?
(Check cone.)
- l) Yes.

2) Uncertain.

L6, Do you feel that’ you teach too many or too few class

: periods each week? (Check one.)

1} Far too many.

2) Somewhat too many.

3} About the right number. !
L) Somewhat too few.

5) Far too few.

47. In your opinion, how does your total work load compare
with that of the other teachers in your school?
(Check one.)

. ..1) I think I'm carrying the lightest total work

.- load.

2) I think I am in the bottom 3 in this regard
: do more work than I do.)

3) %géﬁink T =zm in the middle % in this regard.

L) I think I am in the to§ 3 in this regard (3/4

do less work than I do

5) I think I am carrying the heaviest total work

- load in our school.

4,8. a..How valuable do you find the teachers' meetings,
conferences, committee work, etc., carried on in your
school to be? (Check one.)

1) Of great value.

2) Oof considerable value.
) Of some value.

L) Of little value.
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5) Of no value.
B. - 1f.you feel that these things are not so valuable
as they might be to you, how do you think they could be
improved?
L9. a. How much of your time is taken up by faculty

meetings, committee work, conferences, or other types of
school meetings? {Check one.)

1) Far too much.
2) Somewhat too much.
~3) About the right amount.
~_ 4) We need more of this in our school.

5) I have no opinion. . » |
b. If you feel that too much of your time is taken up
in this way, what changes do you feel should be made?

50. .a.  How often do you find'it necessary to spend your
own money for teaching materials or other supplies in
order to do what you think should be done in your classes?
Check one) ' .

1% Never or almost never.
2) Seldom.

____3) Sometimes.
L) Often.

- 5} Very often,
b. If-you have found it necessary to spend any of your
own money for teaching materials or supplies, how do you
feel about it? (Check one.)

1) I don't mind doing this. ’
____2) I do not think I should have to do- this.

3) I strongly resent having to do this.
¢. 1If you have found it necessary to spend any of yogr
own money for teaching materizals or supplies, how much
do you estimate that you have spent for this purpose 50

" far this school year? (Check one.)
1) Less than five dollars.
. 2) Five to ten dollars. .
_—_3) Ten to fourteen dollars.
L) Fifteen to nineteen dollars.
5) ‘Twenty to twenty-nine dollars.
—6) Thirty to thirty-nine dollars.
~___7) Forty to forty-nine dollars.
8) Fifty or more dollars. '

————————tte
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51 a. Do you feel that routine administrative details
(cheeking attendance, signing slips, completing reports,

records, forms, etc.) take up too much of your time?
(Check one.) o E

1) Yes.
2} NO'.
3) Uncertain.
b, If you feel that too much of your time is used for

this purpose, in what ways do you believe the ! A
should be ch;nged? L ? '® routine

52. How do you feel about the size of your class or classes?
(Answer either part a or part b.) |
a&. Answer here if you are an elementary-school teacher.
(Check one.) ‘

1) It is too large.
__2) It is about right.
‘ 3) It is too small, _
b. Answer here if you are a secondary-school teacher.
(Check one.) C
1) They are all too large.
.2) Most of them are too large.
"3} Most of them are about right.
‘ L} Most of them are too small.
5) They are all too small.

53. In-"general, how many disciplinary problems do you have

to contend with in your school? (Check one.)
1) A'great many.,
"2} A fairly large number.

__3) Few or very few.

54. a. In-general, how much help do you get from the
administration with your disciplinary problems? (Check one)
1) All or almost all of the help I need.

_____2) Most of the help I need.
3) Some of the help I need.
____L4) Very little of the help I need.

5) None or almost none of the help I need.

b. . If you are not getting all the help you need with

your diseipline problems, what kind of help do you need

and from whom? _ ,
55, a. In general, do you feel that you are or are no

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



~-175~

sufficiently consulted abo: ici
that affect you or your woﬁi?pr?gﬁszg 252??1 policies
1) I am always or nezrly alwavs consulted
sufficiently, )
2) I am usually consulted sufficiently,
3) About half the time I am consulted sufficiently,
L) I am seldom consulted sufficiently,
5} I am never or almost never consulted sufficiently.
b. If you are consulted in this regard, how often are
your wishes given as much consideration as they merit
by the administration? (Check one.)
1) Always or almost always.
2) Usually.
3) About half the time.
L) Seldom.
5) Never or almost never.
c. If you are not consulted in this regard, do you think
you should be? (Check one.)
1) Yes, definitely.
2) Yes; I don't feel strongly about it.

3) I don't care either way.
4) No, I would rather not be consulted.

5) No, definitely not.
56, a. 1n general, are you satisfied or dissatisfiec with

the way your supervisor (s) treat (s) you? (Check one.)

1) Very well satisfied.

2) Satisfied.

3) About half and half.

L) Dissetisfied.

5) Very much dissatisfied.

6) I have no supervisor.
b. If there are things your superviscr (s) does (do)
that you don't like, tell what these things are you
don't like.

57. a. How much help do you get from your superviser (s)?
(Check one.)

1) All the help I need.

2) Most of the help I need.

3} Some of the help I need.

L) Very little of the help I ncec.

5) I have no supervisor.

i

|

L
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b. If you feel that you could use more supervisory
help, what kinds of help do you need?
58. a. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the ways
pupil progress is evaluated in your school? (Check one)
1) Very well satisfied. '
2} Satisfied.
3) About half and half.
L) Dissatisfied.
5} Very much dissatisfied.
6) I have no opinion.
b, If-you are dissatisfied with the ways pupil progress
is evaluated, what changes do yu feel should be made?

59. Which, if any, of the following tasks do you feel should
not be considered a part of a teacher's normal duties?
(Check all that you feel are "over and above" normal

teaching duties. ) . :
1) Taking or selling tickets at school activities.
2) Occasional evening dutles such as supervising
- dances, parties, etc.
3) Occasional Saturday excursions with students.
L)} Conferences with parents after school hours.
5) Attending P.T.A. and other school-sponsored
- meetings involving the public.
6) Faculty meetings after school hours.
gg'class sponsorship.
9)

—____8) Coaching dramatics, debates, etc.
Sponsoring extracurricular activities.
| 10} Coaching athletics.

11) Other.

60. To what degree do unpleasant personal relationships ]
among the members of your teaching staff interfere with

the effective functioning of the school? (Check one.)
1) A great deal. o
2) Considerably.
) Some.

L) Little or not at all.
" 5) I am not aware of any unpleasantness in these

relationships.
61. How often do you succeed in conducting your class or

classes in a democratic manner? (Check one. )
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1) Always or almost always.,
____.2) Usually.
__3) About half the time.
L) Seldom. :
: 5) Never or almost never.
6) T don't believe in this sort of thing.
62, a. All things considered, are you satisfied or
dissatisfied with the way you are treated by the
"administration™ of your school? (Check one.)
- l} Very well satisfied. :
2} Satisfied. ,
: 3} About half and half.
k) Dissatisfied.
5) Very much dissatisfied.

b. If there are things that the administration does
g thgt.yog.don!t_like, tell what these are.

63. a. Do you feel that your class or classes are too often
interrupted by such things as phone calls, pupils
excused, bulletins to be read, scheduled or unscheduled
assembly programs, etc. (Check one.)

1} Yes. S

2) no.

b. If-you feel that there are too many interruptions,
what - suggestions can you give for reducing the number

| of interruptions?

64. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with your prospects
for advancement in the teaching profession? (Check one.)

___1) Very well s« isfied. ' '

-'Zisatisfied.

3) About half and half.

L) Dissatisfied.

5} Very much dissatisfied.

6} I have no particular desire to improve my

- present status.
7) I do not intend to remain in the teaching
. profession.
65. a. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the salary

schedule in your school? (Check one.)
1) Very well satisfied. :

2) SatiSfied.
About half and half,

—3)
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’ L) Dissatisfied.
: 5) Very much dissatisfied.

b. If there are things about your salary schedule that
you don't like, tell what these things are.

66. All things considered, are you satisfied or dissatisfied

with your present teaching position? Check one.
l) Very well satisfigd? . F © ?
- 2) Satisfied.
~ .. 3) About half and half.
L4) Dissatisfied.

5) Very much dissatisfied.
67. What is the one thing you like most about your school?

.

68, What is the one thing you most dislike about your school?

69. If you have any suggestions to offer concerning things
you think should be done to improve your school, write
them here.
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F. SUGGESTED LETTER OF EXPLANATION TO ACCOMP
_ PARENTS' AND NON-PARENTS' INVENTORY T LHE
| HOT SPRINGS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Hot Sgrings,‘Mbntana
. 20 May 1952

Dear Citizen:

This questionnaire comes to you from your Board of Trustees
and Superintendent of Schools.

Here is why we are asking you to fill out this questionnaire:
The public schools of this community belong to the citizens

of Hot Springs and surrounding districts and are run for
their ultimate benefit., By attempting to teach all the child-
ren of all the people whatever they need to learn in order
to live wholesomely and usefully as good citizens, your schools
strive to do their part in making our commurity a better place
in which to live and in which to make a living. Thus the
citizens of the Hot Springs Coumunity are the ultimate
Peustomers” served by the schools. . :

Your Board of Trustees wants to find out how well satisfied
these "customers™ are. The only sure way to find this out 1s
to go to the "customers" themselves and ask them, . This is
what this questionnaire.does. You are asked to fill out this
questionnaire as soon as you conveniently can, put it unsigned
into the enclosed return envelope and drop it in the mail.

Do not put either your name or your address on this envelope,
please. . :

These questionnaires are being sent to all the parents who
have children in the local schools at present. A slightly
different questionnaire is being sent also to people who do
not have children in the local schools at present. These
questionnaires are headed "non-parent™ opinion.

Your cooperation is very iﬁportant and is earnestly requested.

to f£ill out and mail this
It will take you but a short time to e we

questionnaire. This is an act of good citizenshi
are confident you will perform, and for which we thank you in
advance,
Superintendent
Hog Springs Public Schools
«179~

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



	A survey of the attitudes of the Hot Springs community towards its schools
	Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1459884606.pdf.EbG59

