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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

A g r e a t  d e a l  has been w r i t t e n  and much emphasis 

has been p la c e d  on t h e  im portance  of a sound and f u n c t i o n a l  

p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s  program in  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls .  There a re  

many who b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  sch oo l  should s e rv e  t h e  e n t i r e  

community and, in  doing  so ,  c o o r d in a te  i t s  work with  o th e r  

a g e n c ie s ,  Mr, W alte r  Cocking, chairman of t h e  board of 

e d i t o r s  of The School E x ec u t iv e ,  says :

The f u n c t i o n  o f  the  school  in  any community 
i s  t o  make the  community b e t t e r .

I t  i s  no lon g er  c o r r e c t  t o  say t h a t  t h e  schoo l  
should  serve  only  c h i l d r e n  of c e r t a i n  ages .  I f  th e  
sch oo l  as an agency o f  s o c i e t y  i s  t o  j u s t i f y  i t s e l f  
f o r  t h e  p e r io d  ahead of us i t  must be accep ted  t h a t  
i t s  fundamenta l  f u n c t io n  i s  to  s e r v e  t h e  people  of 
th e  e n t i r e  community.!

The p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  t h e  community i s  a p a r t  of th e  

s c h o o l ,  j u s t  as t h e  school  i s  a p a r t  of  t h e  community, i s  

be ing  p roc la im ed  more and more. Mr. Seay, chairman of t h e  

Board o f  E d i to r s  o f  t h e  E lem entary  School J o u rn a l ,  ex p re sse s  

h i s  view as fo l lo w s  ;

The community can s e rv e  th e  school  i n  as many 
ways as t h e  s ch o o l  can s e rv e  the community. The 
community p ro v id e s  a l a b o r a t o r y  in  # i l c h  th e  p u p i l s  
can e x p lo re  and s tu d y  b u s i n e s s ,  i n d u s t r y ,  and th e  
o cc u p a t io n s  by which t h e  peop le  make t h e i r  l i v i n g . . .
I t  p ro v id e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  su rveys  o f  i t s

IWâTEIër D, Cocking, "The School -  A C en te r  o f  
Community L iv in g " ,  The American C i t y , LXIII (December 
1948),  p ,  119

- 1-
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p h y s ic a l  and g e o g ra p h ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and 
i t s  s o c i a l  and economic c o n d i t i o n s .  Every 
i n d i v i d u a l ,  eve ry  group of i n d i v id u a l s  -  th e  
chu rch ,  the  c i v i c  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  the  s o c i a l  
c l u b s ,  th e  w elfa re  agency -  has a c o n t r i b u t i o n  
t o  make t o  t h e  e d u c a t io n a l  program of t h e  s c h o o ls .*

With a l l  t h a t  has been w r i t t e n  about th e  need

f o r  good school-community r e l a t i o n s ,  however, surveys t o

de term ine  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  th e  community and th e  school

a re  r a r e  -  perhaps n o n - e x i s t a n t .

THE PROBLEM 

This  s tu dy  sought t o  determ ine th e  k inds  of 

c o n ta c t s  which e x i s t e d  between t h e  s c h o o l  of F o rs y th ,

Montana, and th e  community which i t  s e r v e s ;  how o f t e n  t h e  

schoo l  and th e  community come i n t o  c o n ta c t  w i th  each o th e r ;  

and u n d e r  what c o n d i t io n s  t h e  c o n ta c t s  o cc u r red .

Such a s tu d y  shou ld  be of va lue  i n  h e lp in g  t e a c h e r s  

and th e  community t o  b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d  each o t h e r .  I t  

should  a l s o  show how th e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  accep ted  i n t o  th e  

community, how a c t i v e  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  in  the  community, 

whether  or n o t  th e  t e a c h e r s  a re  making an a t tem p t  t o  be­

come ac q u a in te d  w ith  t h e  community, how o f t e n  t h e  

community u se s  th e  s c h o o l ,  and how o f t e n  t h e  school  uses  

the  community.

Maurice P .  Seay,  "School and Community Coopera­
t i o n " ,  The Elementary  School J o u r n a l , L II  (October 1951) 
p .  69.
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DEFINITION OP TERMS 

C o n ta c t s . The te rm ,  c o n t a c t ,  as used In t h i s  

s tu d y ,  was c o n s t ru e d  t o  mean o n ly  a meeting between th e  peop le  

o r  an o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  community a id  t h e  sch o o l  or  

t e a c h e r s .  I t  was no t  meant to  s i g n i f y  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  

m ee t in g .

Community. For th e  purpose o f  t h i s  s tu d y  th e  

community o f  F o r s y th ,  Montana, in c lu d e d  a l l  t h e  a rea  from 

which e lem entary  and h ig h  school  s tu d e n t s  a r e  drawn.

S c h o o l . Both t h e  e lem en ta ry  and t h e  h ig h  school  

were inc lu d ed  in  t h i s  te rm  except  where a d i s t i n c t i o n  b e ­

tween th e  two schoo ls  was n e c e s s a ry .  In  t h a t  case  t h e  

schoo l  r e f e r r e d  to  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e d  as  being  e i t h e r  

th e  h ig h  schoo l  o r  e lem entary  s c h o o l .

Community r e s o u r c e s , An a t tem pt  was made t o  l i m i t  

t h e  community r e so u r c e s  in  th e  s tu dy  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  were used 

by the  te a c h e r s  as p a r t  of t h e i r  c lassroom  s t u d i e s ,

DELIMITATIONS 

Of n e c e s s i t y  t h i s  s tu d y  was co n f in ed  to the  

s ch o o l  a t  F o r s y th ,  Montana, and t h e  community i t  s e r v e s .

The d a t a  shewn i n  t h i s  s tu d y  were g a th e r e d  d u r in g  t h e  sch o o l  

y e a r  of 1953-1954. The c o n ta c t s  t h a t  occurred  in  th e  

c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  of t h e  sch o o l  were no t  in c lu d e d  because  th e y  

co u ld  not  be counted  o r  e s t im a te d .  The c o n ta c t s  of th e  s u p e r ­

i n t e n d e n t  o f  s ch o o ls  a t  F o r s y th  w i th  th e  community were not
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in c lu d e d ,  s in c e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i th  the  

community were r e q u i r e d  o f  him and were not v o lu n ta ry ,  as 

were most o f  t h e  o t h e r s  co n s id e red  in  t h i s  s tudy .

S ince  many o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  do not  r e s i d e  in  

F o r s y th  du r ing  th e  summer months, i t  was f e l t  t h a t  a t r u e r  

p i c t u r e  co u ld  be shown i f  t h e  su rv ey  were confined to the 

n in e  month schoo l  y e a r .

The ex ac t  number o f  c o n ta c t s  cou ld  not be  de ­

te rm ined  in  many c a s e s .  The procedures  used i n  g a th e r in g  

d a t a ,  as e x p la in e d  l a t e r ,  a f fo rd e d  many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

e r r o r s  i n  c o u n t in g .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d ,  however, t h a t  a t r u e  

enough c o u n t in g  was made t o  show t r e n d s .

I t  was no t  t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  p ap e r  to measure 

th e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  the  c o n t a c t s  t h a t  were found to  e x i s t ,  o r  

t o  determ ine whether  th e y  were good or b a d ,  A survey  t h a t  

would d i s c e r n  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  could be o f  g r e a t  va lue  to  

th o se  who may be  i n t e r e s t e d ,  b u t  e v a lu a t i o n  of the  q u a l i t y  

of  t h e  c o n ta c t s  which e x i s t  between a schoo l  a id  i t s  

community w i l l  have t o  await  f u r t h e r  s tu d y .
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CHAPTER I I  

METHODS USED IN THE STUDY

The n a tu re  o f  t h e  d a t a  g a th e red  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  

could  no t  be p re -d e te rm in e d .  There was no way of knowing 

in  th e  beg inn ing  what would be fou nd ,  or how th e  in form a­

t i o n  t h a t  was d e s i r e d  could b e s t  be l o c a te d  and accumu­

l a t e d ,  T h e re fo re ,  a l l  of the  p o s s i b l e  group c o n ta c t s  b e ­

tween the  sch o o l  and th e  community t h a t  u s u a l l y  take  p la c e  

were l i s t e d  f i r s t .  This  was done in  th e  f a l l  of t h e  y e a r  

b e f o r e  the  a t h l e t i c  c o n t e s t s  began .  The te a c h e r s  were 

asked to  add t o  the  l i s t  any a c t i v i t i e s  which th ey  were 

p lan n in g  f o r  t h a t  y e a r .  These were th e  kind t h a t  would 

occur norm ally  i n  any g iv e n  y e a r  and inc luded  such th in g s  

as m usica l  program s, open house ,  drama, a t h l e t i c  c o n t e s t s ,  

and a d u l t  e d u c a t io n .

The f a c u l t y  was asked t o  keep a r e c o rd  of th e  

i n d i v id u a l  c o n ta c t s  o cc u r r in g  a t  schoo l  between th e  p u b l ic  

and the  c lass room . These c o n ta c t s  were re co rd ed  in  each 

t e a c h e r ’ s s ch o o l  r e g i s t e r  and th e n  c o l l e c t e d  a t  the end of 

th e  schoo l  y e a r .

The most numerous ty pe  o f  c o n t a c t ,  and t h e  most 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  m easure,  was t h a t  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  t h e  

t e a c h e r s ’ a c t i v i t i e s  i n  th e  community. These were ob­

t a i n e d  th rough  p e r s o n a l  i n t e rv ie w s  w i th  t h e  t e a c h e r s .

—5—
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THE INTERVIEW

This  means of d e te rm in ing  the  kinds of  c o n ta c ts  

was chosen becau se  no l i s t  o f  such c o n ta c t s  was a v a i l a b l e  

a t  t h e  b eg in n in g  of t h e  s t u d y .  Each t e a c h e r  who was i n ­

te rv iew ed  was able t o  add new c lu e s  as t o  where p o s s i b l e  

c o n ta c t s  might be found.  The te a c h e r s  a lso  gave in fo rm al  

p e r so n a l  views about t h e i r  c o n ta c t s  t h a t  could  not have 

been o b ta in e d  th rough  use of t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  or o th e r  

method o f  r e s e a r c h .

C e r t a in  l e a d in g  q u e s t io n s  were mimeographed to  

be used as an i n t e r v i e w  check l i s t .  These q u e s t io n s  en­

ab led  t h e  t e a c h e r s  t o  r e c a l l  o the r  types  o f  c o n ta c t s  and, 

t h u s ,  i n c re a s e d  th e  scope of  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  The q u e s t io n s  

as drawn up ,  fo l lo w :

1 .  Have you been asked t o  j o i n  any o rg a n iz a t io n s

in  F o r s y th  t h i s  y e a r?

2 .  Do you belong  to any o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n

F o rsy th ?  How o f t e n  do you a t t e n d ?

3 .  At what l o c a l  g a th e r in g s  have you been a

g u e s t  or a speaker?

4 ,  What community a c t i v i t i e s  have you h e lped

w ith?

5 ,  How many t im es  have you been i n v i t e d  to

homes f o r  in fo rm a l  v i s i t s ?

6 ,  How many o f  your c h i l d r e n ’ s homes have you

v i s i t e d ?
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7 .  Have you been i n v i t e d  to  homes f o r  d in ner?

8 .  Has your  group e n t e r t a i n e d  in th e  community

i n  any manner?

Quest ion  Number 1 was asked t o  de term ine th e  

s o c i a l  accep tance  o f  new t e a c h e r s ;  Number 2 t o  d i s c o v e r  

how te a c h e r s  r e a c t e d  t o  th e se  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  Questions 5 

and 6 sought two o th e r  t y p e s  of c o n t a c t s ;  Number 5 r e ­

f e r r e d  to  th e  number o f  t imes t e a c h e r s  were i n v i t e d  to 

homes f o r  v i s i t s  t h a t  were no t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  school  a c ­

t i v i t i e s  o r  p rob lem s;  Number 6 was asked to de term ine  

how many times t e a c h e r s  v i s i t e d  t h e  homes of t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  to  d i s c u s s  p u p i l  p ro g re ss  and problems w i th  the  

p a r e n t s .  The assum ption  i s  made i n  Number 7 t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  more im portance  i n  be in g  asked to  d in n e r  than  be ing  

asked t o  ^drop in  some t im e  ».

THE SURVEY

P u b l ic  a t te n d a n c e  a t  schoo l  a c t i v i t i e s  was 

counted  by th e  t e a c h e r  i n  c h a rg e .  For example, t h e  

t e a c h e r  o f  v o c a l  music r e p o r t e d  t h e  number of people  who 

a t t e n d e d  her music programs; the  band t e a c h e r  r e p o r t e d  on 

c o n c e r t s ;  and t h e  d ram a tic s  t e a c h e r  r e p o r t e d  on p l a y s .

The a t te n d a n c e  was e s t im a te d  in  a l l  c a s e s .

S e v e r a l  community o r g a n iz a t io n s  used t h e  schoo l  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  meetings and programs. To secure  t h e  use 

of  t h e  s c h o o l ,  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  c o n ta c te d  th e  o f f i c e  o f  

th e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and, when a d a t e  was s e l e c t e d ,  t h e  name
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of the  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was p la c e d  on t h e  sch o o l  ca lendar*  

The a t ten d an c e  a t  t h e s e  meetings was a lso  e s t im a te d .
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CHAPTER I I I  

THE SETTING OP THE STUDY

THE COMMUNITY

As seen  a t  th e  t ime t h i s  s tudy  was made,

F o rsy th  I s  a community of approx im ate ly  2 ,000 p eo p le .

I t  i s  t h e  county  s e a t  o f  Rosebud County and th e  l a r g e s t  

town in  th e  c o u n ty .  The main l i n e s  o f  t h e  Milwaukee and 

N orthe rn  P a c i f i c  R a i l r o a d s ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  Highways 10 and 

6 ,  p rov ide  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  t h e  town.

The town i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  th e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  Yellow­

stone R iv e r ,  one hundred m ile s  e a s t  o f  B i l l i n g s  and f o r t y -  

f i v e  m i le s  west o f  Miles C i ty .  I t s  economy i s  based on 

i r r i g a t e d  and dry  land  fa rm in g ,  sheep and c a t t l e  ra n c h in g ,  

and th e  r e t a i l  b u s in e s s e s  c a t e r i n g  t o  th e  needs o f  t h a t  

area#

The s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  people  of F o rsy th  

a r e  d iv id e d  among approx im ate ly  f i f t y  c lu b s  and o rg a n iz a ­

t i o n s .  These o r g a n iz a t io n s  o f te n  u n i t e  to sponsor p r o j e c t s

th a t  make t h e  community a b e t t e r  p la c e  in which to l i v e .

Some of t h e  more im p o r tan t  a c t i v i t i e s  which th e y  sponsor  

a r e ;

1 .  The e x h i b i t s  and 4H l i v e s t o c k  show a t  t h e

F o r s y th  County P a i r .

2 .  The F o rs y th  Annual Horse Show.

3. An egg hunt f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n  at E a s t e r .

4 .  The annual Chris tmas p a r t y .

-9 -
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5 .  A p a r t y  f o r  a l l  age groups a t  Halloween.

6 .  A F o u r th  of Ju ly  C e le b r a t io n .

7 .  The c o l l e c t i o n  o f  money and c lo th in g  f o r

w e l f a re  c a s e s .

There a r e  two w e l l  equipped and b e a u t i f u l l y  

m a in ta in ed  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p a rk s  t h a t  a re  used f o r  many l o c a l  

g a t h e r i n g s .  The swimming p o o l  i s  f r e e  t o  a l l  who wish t o  

use i t .  The s t r e e t s  a r e  l i n e d  by t r e e s  and th e  f a m i l i e s

seem t o  take  g r e a t  p r id e  i n  t h e i r  homes, as evidenced by

th e  w e l l  k ep t  lawns and b e a u t i f u l  f lo w er  g a rd e n s .

THE SCHOOLS

The school  i s  o rgan ized  on the  e i g h t - f o u r  p l a n .  

There were, a t  t h e  t im e  t h i s  s tudy  was made, between 105 

end 125 s tu d e n t s  i n  t h e  h ig h  schoo l  and between 360 and 

380 i n  t h e  e lem entary  s c h o o l .  An exac t  f i g u r e  cannot be 

g iv en  because  of an eve r  p r e s e n t ,  t h o u ^  s m a l l ,  t r a n s i e n t  

p o p u la t io n  r e s u l t i n g  from th e  number of o i l  workers ex­

p l o r i n g  in  t h e  a r e a  and from s e a s o n a l  farm l a b o r e r s  moving 

away i n  th e  f a l l  and back in  th e  s p r in g .

The h ig h  s c h o o l ,  where most of the group con­

t a c t s  took  p l a c e ,  has  th e  fo l lo w in g  a c t i v i t y  o rg a n iz a t io n s ;  

1) a t h l e t i c s ,  2) F u tu re  Homemakers o f  America, 3) g i r l s  

d r i l l  team, 4) Masquers -  a d ram atic  group, 5) band,

6) ch o ru s ,  7) th e  h ig h  schoo l  annual  s t a f f ,  8) The Dogie -  

the  schoo l  p a p e r ,  9) The L e t te rm en ’ s Club, and 10) the  

S tu den t  C o u n c i l .  A l l  of t h e s e  groups come i n t o  c o n ta c t
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w i th  the  community th ro u g h  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .

The t e a c h e r s ,  some of vÆiora sponsor the  above 

mentioned g roups ,  have ta u g h t  i n  th e  F o rsy th  schools  f o r  

th e  fo l lo w in g  number of y e a r s :

Teacher A 35 y e a r s
Teacher B 11 y e a r s
Teacher C 11 y e a r s
Teacher D 10 y ea rs
Teacher E 9 y e a rs
Teacher F 8 y e a r s
Teacher G 7 y e a rs
Teacher H 6 y ea rs
Teacher I 6 yea rs
Teacher J 6 y e a r s
Teacher K 6 y ea rs
Teacher L 5 y e a r s
Teacher M 5 y e a r s
Teacher N 3 y e a rs
Teacher 0 2 y e a rs
Teacher P 2 y e a r s
Teacher Q 2 y e a rs
Teacher R 1 y e a r
Teacher S 1 y e a r
Teacher T 1 y e a r
Teacher U 1 year
Teacher V 1 y ea r

The median number o f  y e a r s  sp en t  i n  F o rsy th  

by t h i s  group i s  f i v e  y e a r s .  The f a c t  t h a t  a lmost  60 

p e rc e n t  of t h e  s t a f f  had been  w i th  th e  school  system f i v e  

o r  more y ea rs  i n d i c a t e s  a r e l a t i v e l y  small  t u rn o v e r  -  a 

s i t u a t i o n  which o b v io us ly  a f f e c t s  t h e  s tu d y .
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS OP THE INTERVIEWS

The d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  by in te rv ie w s  and p re s e n te d  

in  t h i s  c h a p te r  d e a l s  w i th  the t e a c h e r s '  p e r so n a l  c o n ta c t s  

w i th  th e  p u b l i c ,  b o th  a t  t h e  s ch o o l  and in  the community,

HOME VISITS BY THE TEACHERS

As shown by Table  I  (page 12) a t o t a l  of f o r t y  

n in e  v i s i t s  were made by th e  t e a c h e r s  t o  th e  homes of 

t h e i r  p u p i l s .  This  t o t a l  in c lu d ed  bo th  h ig h  school  and 

e lem en ta ry  f o r  an average  of 2 ,2  v i s i t s  p e r  t e a c h e r .  That 

t h i s  f i g u r e  i s  m is lead in g  i s  shown by the f a c t  t h a t  a l l  

f o r t y  n in e  v i s i t s  were made by fo u r  t e a c h e r s  who ta u g h t  in  

t h e  e lem entary  sch o o l .  Two o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  making v i s i t s  

were te a c h in g  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  t h e  sys tem .

I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  to no te  th a t  of t h e  home 

v i s i t s  made by th e  te a c h e r s  only  fo u r  were made a t  the  i n ­

v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  and on ly  t h r e e  were made t o  d i scu ss  

p u p i l  p roblem s, t h e s e  be ing  about d i s c i p l i n e .

Each t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  e lem en ta ry  s c h o o l ,  # ie n  asked 

about th e  home v i s i t s  she had made, was e i t h e r  proud of the  

f a c t  t h a t  she had made some home v i s i t s  or a p o lo g e t ic  b e ­

cause  she had made none. Those t e a c h e r s  who d id  not make 

home v i s i t s  u s u a l l y  o f f e r e d  some e x p la n a t io n .  The common 

s t a te m e n t  was, " I  know th a t  home v i s i t s  are supposed t o  be

im p o r tan t  b u t  ” . In  o th e r  words th e y  a l l  seemed t o
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r e c o g n iz e  some Importance i n  v i s i t i n g  t h e  homes of th e  

p a r e n t s .  D esp i te  t h i s ,  only fo u r  o f  the f o u r t e e n  t e a c h e r s  

a c t u a l l y  made hcane v i s i t s .

When t h e  h igh  sch o o l  t e a c h e r s  were asked how 

many t im es  they  had v i s i t e d  in  t h e  homes, t h e  in t e rv ie w e r  

r e c e i v e d  th e  im p ress io n  (perhaps  e r ro neou s)  t h a t  th ey  d id  

not  p la c e  too much im portance  on v i s i t i n g  t h e  homes o f  h igh  

sch o o l  s t u d e n t s .

TABLE I

HOME VISITS BY FORSYTH TEACHERS:
REASON FOR, NUMBER OF, AND 

BY WHOM INITIATED

I n i t i a t e d  REASON
by S o c i a l  P u p i l  p ro g re s s  P u p i l  problems T o ta l

Teacher 20

P a re n t  1

T o ta l  21

23

2

25

2

1

3

45

4

49

PARENT VISITS TO THE CLASSROOM 

The v i s i t s  by the  p a r e n t s  t o  t h e  c lass room  i n ­

c luded  on ly  th o se  t h a t  were made d u r i r g  the  r e g u l a r  t e a c h in g  

day.  I n  only one case  was a v i s i t  knowingly prompted by 

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p a r e n t .  The t e a c h e r  met 

th e  p a r e n t  on the  s t r e e t  one day and was asked j u s t  what h e r  

c h i l d  was be ing  t a u g h t .  The t e a c h e r  i n v i t e d  t h e  p a r e n t  to
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v i s i t  schoo l  t o  watch her  c h i l d ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  the 

o th e r  p u p i l s .  The mother l e a r n e d  t h a t  he r  boy was not  as 

s o c i a l l y  mature as t h e  r e s t  o f  the  c l a s s *

Table I I ,  below, shows t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  

of th e  c lassroom  v i s i t s  were i n i t i a t e d  by the  p a r e n t s .

This  may not be  com ple te ly  t r u e  i n  l i g h t  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t  

i n  school  c r e a t e d  by newspaper a r t i c l e s  and r a d i o  programs. 

However, v e ry  few ( f o u r  p e r c e n t )  of t h e  v i s i t s  were brought  

about by d i r e c t  i n v i t a t i o n  from th e  t e a c h e r s .

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s tu d y  appear  to  

show t h a t  p a r e n t s  o f  F o rs y th  schoo l  c h i l d r e n  have an 

a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  ed u ca t io n  a t  the f i r s t  

g rade  l e v e l ,  b u t  t h i s  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  g r a d u a l ly  d im in ishes  

up th ro u g h  t h e  g rad es  u n t i l  i t  a l l  but  d i s a p p e a r s  a t  th e  

j u n i o r  h igh  sc h o o l  and h igh  school l e v e l s .  A l l  of t h e  

mothers o f  the  f i r s t  g rade  c h i l d r e n  v i s i t e d  school a t  l e a s t  

once during the y e a r .

TABLE I I

THE NUMBER OP, AND REASONS FOR FORSYTH PARENTS' 
VISITS TO THE CLASSROOM, AND 

BY WHOM INITIATED

I n i t i a t e d  
, , .j?Z_____

Teacher

P a re n t

T o t a l

' S o c i a l  P u p i l  p ro g re s s  P u p i l  problems T o ta l

IT

0

0

I T

264

276

0

4

4

“TT
268

280
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THE USE OP COMMUNITY RESOURCES

I t  was d i f f i c u l t  to r e s t r i c t  th e  meaning of 

community r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  purposes needed h e r e .  Many 

of th e  mothers made costumes f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f o r  school 

p la y s  and o p e r e t t a s ,  and b u s in e s s  houses were asked f o r  ad­

v ic e  on t e c h n i c a l  p rob lem s.  These types  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  a l ­

though a p a r t  of t h e  o v e r - a l l  problem, could not be counted 

o r  c a ta lo g u e d  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  were not  c o n s id e red  in  the 

s tu d y .

The f i e l d  t r i p s ,  i n  t h e  main, were taken  t o  t h e  

b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  by th e  lower g r a d e s .  The common p o in t s  

of i n t e r e s t  were th e  pos t  o f f i c e ,  f i r e  h a l l ,  v a r i e t y  s t o r e s ,  

and th e  f lo w er  shop .  The h ig h  school  t r i p s  were made t o  the  

c o u r t  house,  f ro z e n  food  lo c k e r  p l a n t ,  and t h e  f low er shop. 

C la sses  from b o th  s c h o o ls  v i s i t e d  th e  parks s e v e ra l  t im e s .

Guest sp eakers  were used  only in  t h e  h igh  school  

c l a s s e s .  S ev e ra l  peop le  gave t a l k s  and dem ons tra t ions  a t  

assembly programs bu t  th e s e  were no t  in c lu d ed  as a p a r t  o f  

th e  s tu d y .

Three g rade  school  t e a c h e r s  and one h ig h  school  

t e a c h e r  used th e  l o c a l  l i b r a r y  as a sou rce  of a d d i t i o n a l  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l .  This  was in  a d d i t i o n  t o  the t imes 

i t  was v i s i t e d  on f i e l d  t r i p s .

The c i t y  p a rk  which l i e s  j u s t  n o r t h  of the  

s ch o o l  has s e v e r a l  p lay  a reas  and an a t h l e t i c  f i e l d  t h a t  

a r e  used f o r  p h y s i c a l  ed u c a t io n  and r e c r e a t i o n .  The count
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of th e  number o f  t im es  t h e  te a c h e r s  used th e  park does 

no t  in c lu d e  f o o t b a l l  p r a c t i c e s .

At l e a s t  two a r t i c l e s  concern ing  th e  schoo l  

appeared  i n  t h e  l o c a l  pape r  each  week. One of  th e s e  con­

t a i n e d  m a te r i a l  concerning t h e  twelve  g rades  and the o th e r  

was a resume of t h e  week 's  a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  A l l  e l e ­

mentary  and h igh  schoo l  in fo rm a t io n  was w r i t t e n  under th e  

same column by th e  h igh  schoo l  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  only th e  

t o t a l  i s  shown i n  t h e  t a b l e .  Table I I I ,  below, shows the  

k ind  and number of community r e s o u rc e s  used by the  schoo ls ,

TABLE I I I

THE KINDS AND NUMBER OP COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
USED BY THE SCHOOLS OP FORSYTH

F i e l d  Guest County P lay  Newspaper
School t r i p s  speakers  l i b r a r y  a rea s  a r t i c l e s  T o ta l

E lem entary  22 0 3 45 70

High 3 9 1 188 144 374

T o t a l  25 9 4 233 144 444

THE ACTIVITIES OP THE TEACHERS IN THE COMMUNITY 

This  p a r t  o f  t h e  s tudy  in c o rp o ra te d  t h e  u s e  of th e  

e i g h t  q u e s t io n s  l i s t e d  on page 6 .  In  Table  IV a comparison 

i s  shown between those o r g a n iz a t io n s  t h a t  asked t e a c h e r s  to  

j o i n  and those  o rg a n iz a t io n s  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  j o i n e d . The 

purpose  h e re  was to  d e te im ine  v h e th e r  or not  t e a c h e r s  in
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P o r s y th  ware a c t i v e  I n  the v a r io u s  community groups and 

i f  th e  groups were making an a t tem p t  t o  r e c r u i t  them.

The a t ten d an c e  f i g u r e s  shown in  Table IV were 

compiled frcrn t h e  answers the  te a c h e rs  gave to  the  

q u e s t io n s  on page 6 .  The t a b l e  shows t h a t  few te a c h e r s  

were asked to  j o in  the  groups and, of t h o s e  asked, only a 

sm al l  p e r c e n ta g e  j o in e d .  There d o esn ^ t  seem to  be much 

d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  men’s c lubs  and t h e  women’s c lubs  i n  

a sk ing  t e a c h e r s  t o  j o i n .

TABLE IV

ORGANIZATIONS THAT ASKED FORSYTH TEACHERS TO JOIN: 
ORGANIZATIONS TO WHICH TEACHERS BELONG:

AND TEACHERS’ ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 
OP THESE ORGANIZATIONS

O rg a n iz a t io n
Teachers  

asked to  j o i n
Teachers 
belong to

Teachers
a t ten d an c e

CHURCH GROUPS
E p is c o p a l  Guild 0 1 18
F e d e ra ted  C i r c l e s 3 1 9

CIVIC GROUPS
Rebeccas 0 1 18
Lions Club 3 0 0
B. P. W. 4 2 49
American Legion 2 0 0
E a s te r n  S t a r 1 1 3
F e d e ra te d  Women’ s Club 3 2 30
Legion A u x i l i a ry 1 1 4
Young Men’s Club 4 1 9

RECREATION GROUPS
Rod and Gun Club 1 0 0
Card Clubs (9) 0 4 243
Golf  Club 1 1 8

T o t a l 23 15 491
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AT WHICH TEACHERS SPOKE, 
ASSISTED, OR WERE GUESTS

Two o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  the  Lions Club and th e  Feder­

a t e d  Women’s Club, had the g r e a t e s t  number o f  te a c h e r  

g u e s t s .  Most o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s ’ a t ten d an ce  a t  th e s e  two 

c lu b s  occu rred  on s i n g l e  n ig h t s  when t h e  e n t i r e  f a c u l t y  

was i n v i t e d .

There were more groups t h a t  asked th e  t e a c h e rs  

to  t h e i r  meetings t o  speak than  t h e r e  were t h a t  asked the  

t e a c h e r s  t o  t h e i r  meetings to v i s i t .  A l l  speakers  came 

from th e  h ig h  s c h o o l .  The c o a c h - p r i n c i p a l  spoke f iv e  

t im e s ;  t h r e e  t imes on a t h l e t i c s ,  and tw ice  on school in  

g e n e r a l .  The home economics t e a c h e r  spoke tw ice  t o  43 

g roups .  The E ng l ish  t e a c h e r  spoke  t h r e e  t im e s :  tw ice  t o  

women’s groups and once t o  th e  Veterans on the  Farm T ra in ­

ing  c l a s s .  The guidance t e a c h e r  gave the  Commencement 

Address a t  th e  G a r t e r s v i l l e  Elementary School and t a lk e d  

to  the  Rosebud Community P. T. A, He a l s o  spoke to t h e  

F e d e ra te d  Women’ s Club of F o r s y t h .

The v o c a l  music t e a c h e r  was c a l l e d  upon more 

than  o t h e r s .  This  p ro b ab ly  was b ec au se ,  Wien e n te r ta in m e n t  

was needed,  she or her  g roup  co u ld  a s s u re  a good program.

She was a lso  asked to s i n g  f o r  e leven  weddings and f u n e r a l s .

E i t h e r  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  t a l e n t s  a re  recog n ized  by 

th e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  of  F o r s y th  o r  t h e  t e a c h e r s  them selves  a re  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  community. All but s i x  

t e a c h e r s  he lped  w ith  some t y p e  of community-wide a c t i v i t y .
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Most o f  t h e s e  s i x  were a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  own church .  Those 

t e a c h e r s  t h a t  be longed  t o  c lubs were more a c t i v e  p robab ly  

because  most of t h e  community programs were sponsored  by 

such o r g a n iz a t io n s  a s  th e  L io n s ,  Chamber of Commerce, and 

Young Men’s Club.

Table  V (page 20) shows t h e  c o n ta c t s  of th e  

t e a c h e r s  w i t h  the community a c t i v i t i e s  under t h e  t h r e e  con­

d i t i o n s  m entioned.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



—2 0 -

TABLE V

ACTIVITIES AT WHICH FORSYTH TEACHERS SPOKE, 
ASSISTED, OR WERE GUESTS

A c t i v i t y Spoke A ss is ted Guest

F e d e ra te d  C i r c l e s 1 5 3
CIVIC GROUPS

Lions a c t i v i t i e s 0 6 25
Young Men’s Club 0 1 0
J u n io r  Red Cross 0 2 0
4H 2 1 0
Boy Scouts 1 2 0
Rainbow 0 0 1
F e d e ra te d  Women’s Club 2 0 21
B. P. W. 1 0 2
E a s te rn  S t a r 0 0 5
Halloween p a r t y 0 1 0
C hris tmas p a r ty 0 1 0
E a s t e r  egg hunt 0 1 0
County f a i r 0 1 0
Horse show 0 1 0
F o u r th  o f  Ju ly 0 1 0
S e n io r  mothers banque t 2 0 2

RECREATION GROUPS
Community r e c r e a t i o n 0 2 0
Community band 0 1 0
F o o t b a l l  banquet 0 1 2

EDUCATION GROUPS
V eterans  farm c l a s s 1 0 0
Rosebud P. T . A. 1 0 0
G a r t e r s v i l l e  School 1 0 0

T o t a l 13 26 62
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INFORMAL AND DINNER VISITS TO HOMES 

S e v e ra l  f a c t o r s  came t o  l i g h t  concern ing  th i s  

phase of th e  t e a c h e r s ’ a c t i v i t i e s  in  F o r s y th ,  The t e a c h e r s  

who were m arr ied  were I n v i t e d  out more o f ten  th a n  those  who 

were s i n g l e .  This  may have been t ru e  because t h e  wives of 

t h e  m arr ied  t e a c h e r s  more commonly belonged  t o  c lubs  th rough  

which t h e y  met many p e o p le ,  o r  because ,  on the av e rag e ,  the  

m a r r ie d  t e a c h e r s  had l i v e d  i n  F o rs y th  lo n g e r .

The in fo rm al  v i s i t  i n v i t a t i o n s  out-numbered the 

d in n e r  i n v i t a t i o n s  app rox im ate ly  f o u r  t o  one. There may 

be something s i g n i f i c a n t  in  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  n in e  t e a c h e r s  

who t a u g h t  i n  F o r s y th  from f i v e  t o  n in e  years  r e c e iv e d  over 

tw ice  as many i n v i t a t i o n s  as t h o s e  who ta u g h t  from one to 

t h r e e  y e a r s .  There was no a p p re c ia b le  d i f f e r e n c e  between 

th e  f i v e  t o  n ine  group and t h e  t e n  and over group.

Table VI shows t h a t ,  of the  981 in fo rm a l  and 

d in n e r  i n v i t a t i o n s  extended t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s  l a s t  y e a r ,  

only 106 were extended to t e a c h e r s  who l i v e d  in  F o rsy th  

from one to  t h r e e  y e a r s .
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TABLE VI

INFORMAL AND DINNER VISITS 
TO FORSYTH HOMES

OF TEACHERS

Years  i n  
F o r s y th

Number of 
t e a c h e r s

In fo rm al
v i s i t s

Dinner
v i s i t s

1 - 3 9 79 27

5 — 9 9 494 105

10 and over 4 211 65

T o t a l 22 784 197
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CHAPTER V

RESULTS OP THE SURVEY

The m a t e r i a l  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  was ga th e red  by th e  

t e a c h e r s  th ro ug h  d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t io n .  The f i g u r e s  g iv en  

un de r  t h e  head ing  "communication media" were t a k e n  from th e  

r e c o rd s  kep t  by t h e  t e a c h e r s .  A l l  of t h e  a t te n d a n c e  t o t a l s  

a r e  ap p ro x im a t io n s ,  as ex p la in ed  on page 7 of t h i s  s tu d y .

COMMUNITY USE OP THE SCHOOLS 

No a t te m p t  was made to  c l a s s i f y  the  c o n ta c ts  

with  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  school  b u i l d in g  i n  which they occu rred  

ex cep t  where i t  was n e c e s sa iy  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between two 

u n i t s  o f  t h e  same ty p e .

The high sch o o l  gymnasium was used t h i r t y - s i x  

t imes by the independent  b a s k e t b a l l  team f o r  p r a c t i c e  and 

games. The number o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  could  no t  be determined 

because  t h e r e  wasn’ t  a t e a c h e r  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .

The e lem en ta ry  sch o o l  gymnasium was used  by t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t  g ro u p s .  The Boy Scou ts  he ld  f i v e  m ee t in g s ,  two 

a d u l t s  b e in g  p r e s e n t  a t  each m eet ing .  The R i f l e  Club, con­

s i s t i n g  o f  t e n  members, used  th e  gym t h i r t y - s i x  t im es  f o r  

t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e .  The F o rs y th  Square Dance Club h e ld  one 

dance i n  the  gym. The t o t a l  a t ten d an c e  a t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  

was e s t im a te d  a t  f o u r  hundred and s e v e n ty .

F ive  co u rse s  f o r  a d u l t s  were he ld  in th e  sch oo l

-2 3 -
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l a s t  y e a r .  Twenty-two people  a t te n d e d  s ix  c l a s s e s  in  

p l a s t i c ,  copper  and l e a t h e r  c r a f t  t a u g h t  by t h e  shop 

t e a c h e r .  F i f t e e n  o th e r  peop le  used th e  shop machinery 

t o  r e p a i r  f u r n i t u r e .  The coach tau g h t  f i r s t  a i d  f o r  the 

Red Cposs to  twelve peop le  who a t ten d ed  e i g h t  c l a s s e s .  A 

c l a s s  i n  t y p in g ,  he ld  twelve t im e s ,  was ta u g h t  by th e  

commercial t e a c h e r  t o  t e n  p e o p le .  E igh t  women a t t e n d e d  

f i v e  c l a s s e s  i n  dressm aking t a u g h t  by the home economics 

t e a c h e r .  The V ete rans  on th e  Parra T ra in in g  group, con­

s i s t i n g  of tw en ty -o n e  members, met once a week, o r ,  f o r  

th e  purpose of t h i s  s tud y ,  t h i r t y - s i x  t i m e s .  The t o t a l  

a t t e n d a n c e  at a l l  f i v e  c l a s s e s  was 1 ,184 ,

The sch o o l  au d i to r iu m  i s  t h e  only p lace  i n  

F o r s y th  t h a t  c o n ta in s  a s t a g e .  This  u n i t  of t h e  schoo l  i s  

used by th e  p u b l i c  f o r  community a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  need t h i s  

ty p e  of f a c i l i t y .  L as t  y e a r  th e  aud i to r ium  was used seven  

t im es  by o r g a n iz a t io n s  o th e r  t h a n  school  g roups .

The Lions Club used t h e  au d i to r iu m  th re e  t im es  to 

h o ld  f u n d - r a i s i n g  p rogram s.  The a t tend ance  was e s t im a te d  

a t  seven hundred p e o p le .  The Rosebud-Treasure W i ld l i f e  

A s s o c i a t io n ,  commonly c a l l e d  th e  Rod and Gun Club, he ld  two 

m ee t in g s  i n  t h e  a u d i to r iu m .  Approximately f i v e  hundred 

members and i n t e r e s t e d  persons  a t t e n d e d .

F i lm s were shown in  the aud i to r iu m  by two g roups .  

The Lutheran  Church m i n i s t e r  showed one o f  t h e  f i lm s  to  

s i x t y - f i v e  members o f  h i s  c o n g re g a t io n ,  and t h e  county ex­

t e n s i o n  agen t  showed the  o t h e r  f i l m  to  t w e n ty - f iv e  people
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a t t e n d i n g  a meeting  o f  t h e  s o i l  c o n s e rv a t io n  d i s t r i c t .

Table  VII on t h e  fo l lo w in g  page shows th e  groups 

t h a t  used  t h e  s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  number of t im es  the 

sch o o l  was u se d ,  and t h e  agg rega te  a t te n d a n c e .
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PUBLIC ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

There a re  u s u a l l y  between tw e n ty - f iv e  and t h i r t y  

r e g u l a r l y  schedu led  a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  F o rs y th  school each 

y e a r .  These a re  t h e  group ty p e  a c t i v i t i e s  such as a t h l e t i c  

c o n t e s t s ,  d ra m a t ic  p ro d u c t io n s ,  and o p e r e t t a s .  There are  

a l s o ,  on t h e  av e ra g e ,  two dances a month which a d u l t s  some­

times a t t e n d .

L as t  yea r  F o r s y th  High School p layed  two f o o t b a l l  

games and tw e lv e  b a s k e t b a l l  games a t  home. There were 

2 ,500  a d u l t  p a id  adm iss ions .

There was no adm iss ions  charge t o  t h e  two band 

c o n c e r t s  g iven  l a s t  y e a r ,  b u t  t h e  a t tend an ce  was e s t im a te d  

a t  f i v e  hundred.

The Masquers, a d ram atic  group from t h e  h ig h  

s c h o o l ,  produced fo u r  p la y s  w i t h  e i g h t  hundred people in  

th e  au d ien ce .

The l a r g e s t  a t ten d an c e  f o r  a s i n g l e  n igh t  

appeared  a t  P u b l ic  N ig h t ,  the  s c h o o l ' s  annual  open house ,  

vhen f i v e  hundred  peep l e  came to in s p e c t  th e  s c h o o ls .

The l a s t  t h r e e  programs o f  t h e  yea r  (bacca­

l a u r e a t e ,  c l a s s  n i g h t ,  and commencement) drew 625 p eo p le .  

Tab le  V II I  on the  fo l lo w in g  page shows t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  and th e  number of peop le  t h a t  a t t e n d e d .  Ath­

l e t i c s  comprised h a l f  o f  th e  schoo l  a c t i v i t i e s  and about 

45 p e r c e n t  of t h e  a t t e n d a n c e .
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TABLE V I I I

PUBLIC ATTENDANCE AT ACTIVITIES OP 
THE FORSYTH SCHOOLS

A c t i v i t y Number Attendance

A t h l e t i c s 14 2,500
Dramatics 4 800
Chorus 3 1,000
Band c o n c e r t s 2 500
P u b l ic  Night 1 500
B a c c a la u re a te 1 125
C lass  Night 1 200
Commencement 1 300

T o t a l 27 5,925

Communication m edia . The F o rsy th  school  has 

used  S t a t i o n  KRJF of Miles C i ty  to  b ro a d c a s t  programs f o r  

t h e  l a s t  fo u r  y e a r s  i n  an a t tem pt  to b r in g  t h e  school 

c l o s e r  t o  the  community and to  s t r e n g th e n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

th e  community i n  t h e  s c h o o l .  A su rvey  has never  been made 

t o  d e te rm in e  how many f a m i l i e s  of F o rs y th  a c t u a l l y  l i s t e n  

to th e s e  programs p r e se n te d  by the  s tu d e n ts  and t h e  t e a c h e r s .  

Such a su rvey  would seem d e s i r a b l e .

The programs a re  not a r e g u l a r  p a r t  o f  t h e  school  

c u r r ic u lu m  but appear because  o f  the  u n t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  o f  an 

E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  to  p ro v id e  ano ther  o u t l e t  f o r  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  

f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  F o u r te e n  programs were g iv e n  on the 

r a d i o  l a s t  y e a r .
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Both the  s ch o o l  newspaper and the  community 

newspaper were used to  convey sch o o l  in fo rm a t io n  to  the  

p u b l i c .  A r t i c l e s  were w r i t t e n  by b o th  s tu d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  

members. One t e a c h e r  wro te  a column on a t h l e t i c s  each week 

and a n o th e r  t e a c h e r  s u p e rv i s e d  th e  w r i t i n g  o f  an a r t i c l e  

t h a t  ex p la in e d  t h e  work be ing  done in th e  classrooms from 

g rad es  one th ro u g h  tw e lv e .  S evera l  o th e r  a r t i c l e s  were 

w r i t t e n  by t e a c h e r s  d u r in g  the  course  o f  the sch o o l  y e a r .  

S tu d e n ts  wrote l e a d  a r t i c l e s  on a t h l e t i c  c o n te s t s  and the 

r e s u l t s  o f  the  games. As n e a r ly  a s  could be de te rm ined ,

144 such  a r t i c l e s  appeared i n  th e  community paper  l a s t  

y e a r  as shown i n  Table I I I  (page 1 6 ) .

The sch oo l  p u b l i c a t i o n .  The Dogie, was w r i t t e n  

and p r i n t e d  by  s tu d e n t  v o lu n te e r s  who did the  work i n  t h e i r  

s p a re  t im e .  There were  f i v e  i s s u e s  o f  125 cop ies  each 

p r i n t e d  l a s t  y e a r .

The sc h o o l  annual he lped  b r i n g  t h e  s ch o o l  in to  

c o n t a c t  w ith  t h e  community i n  two ways: 1) by  the s tu d e n t s

s e l l i n g  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  and 2) by t h e  an n u a l  i t s e l f .  Las t  

y e a r  s i x t y - n i n e  ads were s o l d  and 125 cop ies  of t h e  annual  

d i s t r i b u t e d .

Only one t e a c h e r  could remember having used  the  

te le p h o n e  as a medium of communicating with  p a r e n t s .  She 

c a l l e d  ten  t im e s .  The many o f f i c e  c o n ta c t s  by te lephone  

were no t  e s t im a ted  or coun ted .

The f i v e  methods o f  communication exp la in ed  h e re  

b rough t  a t o t a l  o f  983 ways which th e  p u b l ic  was c o n ta c te d .
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SlIMMATION

Table IX (page 31) summarizes a l l  o f  t h e  con­

t a c t s  d e sc r ib e d  i n  t h i s  s tudy in  o rd e r  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  

can more r e a d i l y  see how many th e re  were, where th ey  

o c c u r re d ,  and between what groups t h e y  o c c u r r e d .  The 

t e a c h e r s ’ v i s i t s  w i th  t h e  peo p le  o f  t h e  community (home 

v i s i t s ,  p a r e n t  v i s i t s  t o  the  c la s s ro o m ,  and in fo rm a l  and 

d in n e r  v i s i t s )  a r e  a l l  c o l l e c t e d  u n d e r  the  te rm  v i s i t s .
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TABLE IX

SUMMARY OP THE SCHOOL-COMMUHITY CONTACTSî 
THE KINDS, THE PLAGE, AND THE NUMBER

Kinds
At

School
ïh  the 

community Total

CIVIC GROUPS
Lions Club 3 31 34
Young Men’s Club 5 10 15
Rebeccas 1 18 19
B. P. W.
American Legion 2 2
Legion A ux i l ia ry 2 4 6
E as te rn  S t a r 2 8 10
Federa ted  Women 5 53 58
Red c ross 2 2
4H 3 3
Rainbow 1 1
Boy Scouts 10 4 14

RECREATION GROUPS
County P a i r 1 1
Horse show 1 1
Halloween p a r ty 1 1
E a s te r  egg hunt 1 1
Christmas p a r ty 1 1
Fourth  of July 1 1
S en io r  banquet 4 4
Community r e c r e a t i o n 2 2
Community band 1 1
F o o tb a l l  banquet 3 3
Rod and Gun Club 1 1
Golf Club 2 8 10
Card clubs 4 243 247
R i f l e  Club 360 360
Square Dance Club 100 100
B ask e tb a l l  team 36 36

CHURCH GROUPS
Episcopal  Guild 1 18 19
F edera ted  C irc le s 4 18 22
Lutheran Church 65 55

EDUCATION GROUPS
S o i l  con se rva t io n 25 25
Adult educat ion 1,184 1,184

OTHERS
Teacher v i s i t s 280 1,030 1,310
Community re sou rces 9 435 444
Attendance a t

a c t i v i t i e s 7,125 7,125
Communication media 750 233 983

T o ta l  9,982 2,187 12,169
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CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY 

REVIEW OP THE PROBLEM

The problem as s t a t e d  In th i s  s tu dy  was t h a t  o f  

d e te rm in in g  the  e x t e n t  to which th e  sch oo l  of F o rs y th  and 

th e  community came i n t o  c o n ta c t  with each o th e r  du r ing  th e  

n in e  month sch o o l  y e a r  of 1955-1954. The purpose of the  

s tu d y  was t o  show where the  c o n ta c t s  e x i s t e d  and under 

what c o n d i t io n s  they  o ccu r red .

RESTATEMENT OF THE DELIMITATIONS

Since  many o f  th e  c o n ta c t s  could not be a c c u r a t e ­

l y  counted  t h e  f i g u r e s  g iven  in  t h i s  s tudy  must be con­

s i d e r e d  app rox im at ions .  No a t tem pt  was made by the w r i t e r  

t o  weigh th e  importance o f  t h e  v a r io u s  types o f  c o n ta c t s  

ex cep t  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  s tudy  which shows the  number of 

in fo rm a l  and d in n e r  v i s i t s  to  homes. No a t tem pt  was made to 

e v a lu a te  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  c o n t a c t s .

The assumption should n o t  be made t h a t  the  con­

t a c t s  d i s c o v e re d  i n  the  s tudy  are  t h e  on ly  k inds t h a t  ex­

i s t e d .  There were v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  could  not be c o n t r o l l e d  

and, und ou b ted ly ,  scane phases o f  school-community r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip s  went uncoun ted .
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

S ince  o t h e r  surveys t o  de te rm ine  th e  number of 

c o n t a c t s  between t h e  s c h o o l  and t h e  community have not  been 

found t o  e x i s t ,  comparisons between th e  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  

F o r s y th  and o t h e r  communities could  not be made. A f a i r l y  

a c c u r a t e  assum ption  could  p robab ly  be made th a t  th e  com­

munity and t h e  sch o o l  of  F o r s y th  were, a t  the  t ime o f  t h e  

s tu d y ,  much l i k e  o th e r  schools  and communities of the same 

s i z e .  F u r th e r  s t u d i e s  o f  t h i s  problem i n  o th e r  communities 

m ight prove d i f f e r e n t l y .

There seems t o  be a d i s t i n c t  d i f f e r e n c e  between 

th e  amount o f  s o c i a l  c o n ta c t  o f  th e  new t e a c h e r s  w i th  th e  

community and t h a t  of th e  t e a c h e r s  o f  l o n g e r  r e s i d e n c e .

The w r i t e r  f e e l s  th e r e  i s  enough s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  t h i s  

d i f f e r e n c e  t o  w a r ra n t  f u r t h e r  s t u ( ^  of the  problem,

A program of t e a c h e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  should p robab ly  

be developed  t o  h e lp  new te a c h e r s  become acqua in ted  in  the 

community. S o c i a l  and c i v i c  groups shou ld  be encouraged to  

i n v i t e  t e a c h e r s  t o  t h e i r  m eetings  and to j o in  t h e i r  o rg a n i ­

z a t i o n s  .

There d i d n ' t  seem t o  be e n o u ^  c o n ta c t  between 

th e  t e a c h e r s  and the  p a r e n t s  of t h e  schoo l  c h i l d r e n .  

Teachers  shou ld  p ro b a b ly  be encouraged to  make more home 

v i s i t s .  The h ig h  schoo l  t e a c h e r s  i n d i c a t e d  l a s t  sp r in g  

t h a t  t h e y  would l i k e  to  adopt th e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  con fe rence
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as a means of r e p o r t i n g  on t h e  p ro g re ss  o f  t h e i r  s tu d e n t s .  

This p l a n  may be adopted some t im e  in t h e  f u t u r e .

A s u rv e y  should be made of th e  p o s s ib le  community 

r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  could p r o f i t a b l y  be used a t  th e  d i f f e r e n t  

g rade  l e v e l s ,  A l i s t  co u ld  be compiled t h a t  should be e s ­

p e c i a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  to t e a c h e r s  new in  the  system.
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