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October k, 1957

FOR RELEASE TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8 

ALL MSU LAW GRADUATES ARE PLACED

A ll June graduates o f  the Montana State U niversity School o f  Law, Missoula, 

have been placed in  the p ractice  o f law or in  p osition s leading to the practice  

of law, Dean Robert E. Sullivan announced Monday.

This is  the f i r s t  time in  the recent h istory  o f  the Law School that a l l  mem

bers o f the graduating class have been able to  enter practice  immediately upon 

graduation, Dean Sullivan sa id .

"I t  is  gen era lly  assumed that there are too many lawyers and that the oppor

tunities fo r  law graduates are extremely lim ite d ,"  he observed. "However," he 

continued, "a recent survey o f  the le g a l profession  in d icates  that there is  an 

actual shortage o f  lawyers in some parts o f  the nation and that the shortage w il l  

become more acute in  the immediate fu tu re ."

Of the 18 members o f the MSU c la s s , 12 are a c t iv e ly  engaged in  law p ra ctice , 

11 of them in  Montana. The other man has returned to h is native North Dakota to  

practice. Two members o f  the c lass  have been ca lled  to  m ilita ry  serv ice  with the 

Judge Advocate General*s D ept.; two, including a Fulbright scholar a t the Univer

sity o f London, are continuing advanced le g a l studies; and one has accepted an 

appointment in  the o f f i c e  o f the Chief Counsel o f  the Internal Revenue S erv ice . 

The other member o f  the c lass  i s  a le g a l assistan t to Chief Justice James T. 

Harrison o f  the Montana Supreme Court.
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As the resu lt o f  new counseling procedures and the screening o f  applicants 

fo r  the school, the number o f  dism issals fo r  low scholarship  has declined sharply, 

Dean Sullivan said . Of the 31 entering law students in the f a l l  o f 1956, only 

two were dismissed f o r  poor scholarship during or at the end o f  the year.

Financial assistance in  the form o f scholarships and gran ts-in -a id  are 

currently ava ilab le  to 20 per cent o f  the law students. This is  considerably 

above the average f o r  law schools in  the Rocky Mountain reg ion , Dean Sullivan 

said .
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