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9/29/59

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

X *

MISSOULA---- MA D ig e s t o f  Taxes f o r  S ta te  P u rposes in  M ontana, " a  d e t a i l e d
stu d y  o f  th e  s e v e ra l  ta x e s  which th e  S ta te  depends on f o r  i t s  rev en u e , has 
been r e le a s e d  by th e  Bureau o f  B u sin ess and Economic R esearch  and th e  Bureau 
o f Government R esearch  o f  M ontana S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .

In  m ajor p a r t ,  th e  s tu d y  i s  th e  posthum ous work o f  th e  l a t e  D r. Roy J.W . E ly 
who, u n t i l  th e  tim e  o f  h i s  d e a th  l a s t  sp r in g , was chairm an o f  th e  D epartm ent 
of Economics a t  MSU. The s tu d y  r e p r e s e n ts  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  o f  work on Dr. E ly ’ s 
p a r t  w ith  a d d i t io n s  by th e  s t a f f s  o f  th e  two B ureaus.

As Dr. E ly  n o ted  in  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  which he w ro te , th e  pu rpo se  o f  th e  
su rvey  i s  t o  p ro v id e  th e  r e s id e n t s  o f  M ontana w ith  b a s ic  in fo rm a tio n  abou t 
t h e i r  S ta te  ta x e s .  N oting t h a t  th e  p ro p e r ty  ta x  a cc o u n ts  f o r  more th a n  63 
p er c e n t o f  a l l  ta x  rev en u es in  th e  S ta te ,  Dr. E ly  dug in to  th e  h i s t o r y  o f 
t h i s  ta x  in  M ontana, n o t in g  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  such ta x  im posed was ad o p ted  by 
th e  F i r s t  L e g is la t iv e  Assembly o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y  which met a t  Bannock in  
18614-. The s tu d y  l i s t s  su b seq u en t changes t h a t  have been made in  th e  ta x  
and i t s  m ethods o f  a p p l i c a t io n  in c lu d in g  th e  v a r io u s  changes in  th e  S ta te  
code th ro u g h o u t th e  p a s s in g  y e a r s .  In fo rm a tio n  concerned  w ith  ta x  l i a b i l i t y ,  
method o f  a sse ssm e n t, r a t e ,  d a te  o f  paym ent, d e s c r ip t io n  and a d m in is t r a t io n  
a re  in c lu d e d . Each S ta te  ta x  and th e  amount o f  rev enu e  i t  p ro d u ces i s  
d isc u sse d  in  s im i la r  f a s h io n .

A ccording t o  D r. E l l i s  W aldron, Dean o f  th e  G raduate  School and a c t in g

I d i r e c to r  o f  th e  Bureau o f  Government R esea rch , th e  ta x  d ig e s t  i s  b e in g  
d i s t r ib u te d  t o  members o f  th e  L e g is la tu r e ,  S ta te  o f f i c i a l s  and o th e r s
in te r e s te d  in  th e  ta x  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  M ontana.
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