CutBank

Volume 1 .
Issue 12 CutBank 12 Article 34

Spring 1979

Behind Us

Ruth Gardner

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank

0 Part of the Creative Writing Commons
Let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation
Gardner, Ruth (1979) "Behind Us," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 12, Article 34.
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss12/34

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.


https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss12
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss12/34
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss12%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss12%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss12/34?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss12%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu

BEHIND US

We celebrate on into supper
toasting some lust for excess
beyond what we say.

Behind us at the concert

three people say It’s not

on the program; he’s deviating.
He adds another prelude

to the long program.

The way the notes he plays
gather under the hands
and lift them from the keys:

I want one passion

to grow my life around.

The pianist leaps from the bench
reckless and sweating.

Our applause celebrates
something else, an hour perhaps
here and there that falls

out of place

into the excess

that belongs to it.
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