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Circe Maia

A WIND WILL COME FROM THE SOUTH

A wind will come from the south with unleashed rain
to beat on closed doors and on the windows
to beat on faces with bitter expressions.

Happy noisy waves will come
climbing paths and silent streets
through the port district.

Let the hardened city wash its face
its stones and dusty wood, worn out
its heart sombre.

Let there be surprise at least in the opaque

taciturn glances.

And let many people be frightened, and the children laugh
and the greenness of the water’s light wake us

bathe us, follow us.

Let it make us run and embrace each other
and let the doors of all the houses open
and the people come out

down the stairs, from the balconies,

calling to each other . . .

translated by
Patsy Boyer and Mary Crow
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