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Ryan 9-26-60

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

M issoula, S ep t. (00 ) - -  The fundamental mechanism o f a l le r g y  i s  being su b jected  

to  a th re e  pronged a tta c k  a t Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , t r u s te e s  o f the S t e l l a  

Duncan Memorial Fund were to ld  by Dr, John Munoz a t  the annual m eeting o f the 

board in  M issou la , As d ir e c to r  o f the S t e l l a  Duncan Memorial In s t it u t e  a t  the 

U n iv e rs ity , Munoz in d ic a te d  th a t a  long and l i t t l e  known t r a i l  may extend ahead o f

h is  re se a rc h e rs  b e fo re  th ey  have the answer to  th e cause o f asthma, hay fe v e r  and

r e la te d  a l le r g y  a ilm en ts th a t p lague mankind.

At p re sen t, s tu d ie s  o f the in s t i t u t e  are  d ire c te d  toward the r o le  th a t a n t i ­

bodies p la y  in  an ap h y lax is , substan ces th a t  may be re le a s e d  a f t e r  an an tigen  com­

b in es w ith  an antibody, and substan ces th a t  might in h ib it  the re a c t io n s  o f a l le r g y .  

The program had i t s  beginning in  bequests from the l a t e  S t e l l a  Duncan Johnston,

an MSU alumna, who was an asthma s u f fe r e r .  In  recen t season s, th e  expanding impor­

tance o f the i n s t i t u t e 's  work has brought other g ran ts  from the N atio n al I n s t it u t e s  

o f H ealth, the American Cancer S o c ie ty  and the Smith, K lin e  and French Foundation. 

C u rren tly  lo c a te d  on the low er le v e l  o f the MSU H ealth Center, the in s t i t u t e  w i l l  

occupy g r e a t ly  en larged  la b o ra to ry  space as soon as the new H ealth Sc ien ces b u ild ­

in g i s  completed on th e campus, Munoz s a id .

The t r u s te e s  who heard the re p o rt in cluded  John J .  Burke, B u tte , chairman;

Judge W illiam  J .  Jameson, B i l l in g s ,  v ice-ch airm an ; Dr. H. K. Newburn, p re s id e n t 

o f MSU; Dr. Gordon B. C a st le , o f the MSU Zoology Department, and S . Kendrick 

C lark , o f  M issou la, secretary. A fte r  h earin g  the re p o rt o f Dr. Munoz, th e t r u s te e s  

gave approval to  an in s t i t u t e  budge req u est fo r  $17> 375 fo r  o p eratio n s during the 

cu rren t f i s c a l  y e a r . On motion o f Dr. C a st le , the p resen t o f f i c e r s  o f the fund 

were re e le c te d  to  serve  through June 19 6 1 .
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