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John Ham

ANATOMY OF THE (OVER)LOVED

W hen som eone lifts a hand  
to yo u r  m o u th  
you should  know  
w hat is in it, a heart 
shaped stone o r a tiny 
um brella  tu rned  upside down: 
a b i rd b a th  full o f  flowers.

In H olland  people w ear w ooden  shoes 
and  they know  when 
they are being followed.
They know  
how to read the m ap 
o f the palm , how to p lan 
hunger a ro u n d  m om ents  
o f  clarity.
They know  if, in a hand , 
there is som eth ing  edible 
som eth ing  female 
the neck 
is edible.

D ear  Person, take this string 
and  run  with it 
and  swallow it. This hand  
is a cloud of em otion  
an an c h o r  o f  the heart,  
it sinks into som eth ing  aq u a  
it tears into som eth ing  tender.
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