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FOR RELEASE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20

A study th at may lead  to  t e t t e r  w i ld l i f e  management in  Montana i s  under way 

at Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  under a th re e -y e a r  grant o f $ 24,000  from the N ational 

Science Foundation, MSU o f f i c i a l s  announced.

Dr. Clyde M. Senger o f the Zoology Department i s  d ire c to r  o f the research , 

e n t it le d  "B io lo gy  o f P roto stro n gylu s S t i l e s i . "  Don F o rre s te r , who earned a 

m aste r 's  degree at MSU in  i960, i s  se rv in g  as research  a s s o c ia te  on the p ro je c t .

The sm all organism w ith  the b ig  name i s  a type o f round worm found in  the 

lungs o f bighorn sheep, Dr. Senger exp la in ed . The worm i s  thought to  be a s ig n i

f ic a n t  fa c to r  in  the d e c lin e  o f bighorn sheep population s, he sa id . I t  i s  found 

a l l  over Montana but i s  more common in  some herds than in  o th ers.

F indings on the d is t r ib u t io n  o f the w orm -infested sheep could provide a 

p r a c t ic a l  guide to  game management, Dr. Senger b e lie v e s . For example, he p o in ts 

out, as the sheep population  becomes denser in  an a rea , the in fe s ta t io n  seems to  

become more se r io u s . I f  t h is  proves to  be so, i t  might be a d v isa b le  to  l ib e r a l iz e  

hunting r e s t r ic t io n s  in  such an area  to  th in  out the sheep population .

Dr. Senger I s  studying se v e ra l asp ects  o f the b io lo g y  o f the roundworm.,

in c lu d in g  the p art the sm all land s n a il  p lay s  in  i t s  l i f e  c y c le .
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