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R yan  B en ed e t t i

Blind Dogs

N ow  t h e  fog is c l in g in g  to t h e  lake.
It is t h e  e i g h t h  day s ince  m y  acc iden t  
in t h e  deser t .  The  f ire  goes  out.
I sm ear  black p i t ch  on m y  ha t  
and on an old pa ir  of l e a th e r  gloves.
It is a l u n g - h e a l i n g  scent .

I paddle  ou t  and  d r i f tw ood  knocks  
aga ins t  t h e  raft.  Even t h e  h a w k s  
h u m p  th e i r  backs to t h e  sp r in g  storms.
I look at  all t h e  b ranches  g o in g  by
and im a g in e  m y  e n e m ie s  m o i s t e n in g
t h e i r  lips w i t h  balm. T hey  send  dogs for m y  body.

The  dogs  a re  blind.  T h e i r  h e a r i n g  
is poor.  T he i r  snouts  a re  f la t tened .
I spend  t h e  re s t  of m y  life t r y i n g  to cu re  them .
I m e d i t a t e  hours  and  hours  and  n o t h i n g  
at  all seems to happen .  Dur ing  t h e  n i g h t  
t h e y  sit on  m e  and  b l ink  th e i r  eyes.

I hold  m y  left h an d  u n d e r  m y  test icles, 
w h i l e  in m y  r i g h t  I ho ld  a c iga re t t e .
I w a r n  t h e  dogs th a t  t h e y  sit on g r e e n  
and  t e n d e r  grass, t h a t  t h e  walls  and  t h e  f loor 
of t h e  tu n n e l  a re  damp, th a t  th e y  m us t  leap 
several  h u n d r e d  fee t  in to  t h e  da rk  g r e e n  pool.
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