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M a t t  Y u rd a n a

A G a th e r in g  of 
Cardiovascular Surgeons

Dr. Veer, t h e  k e y n o t e  speaker ,  opens  
w i t h  a jo k e  ab o u t  t h e  swiss c h e e s e  fondue ,

tw o  types  of cho les te ro l ,  “g o o d ” 
and  “de l ic ious ,”
and  h e  w i n k s  a lo n g  t h e  banquet ,  his  co l leagues  
s ip p in g  t h e i r  aperi t i fs .

How lovely it was
to be eager and serious, h e  says,
that first open-heart practicum:

an irish setter,
his limp paws and his thin damp coat, 
his rib cage
sawed open, arteries clamped 
with small gleaming forceps.

One cannot forget that first time groping 
inside another body.

Everything so close and almost hot, 
and your fingers slip 
under the left ventricle, 
cradling it,

believing in that muscle's steady hitch 
and wobble, as if startled 
by the touch.
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By sunset, th e y  ha ve  to a s te d
th a t  t ra g ic ,  m a g n if ic e n t  d o g  fo r  h o u rs .

Som e le a n  in to  th e  b re e ze  
on  th e  glass v e ra n d a h , 
o th e rs  w a d e
in  th e  fo u n ta in  b e lo w  th e  s to n e  boy, 
p o u r in g  e n d le s s ly  
f ro m  h is  f lu te d  u rn .

W h e n  th e  m u s ic  b e g in s , th e  t im b a le s  
and  congas  and  h o rn s ,

D r. D u b o is  in  a s tra p le ss  c o c k ta i l  g o w n , 
m am bos  in  t ig h t  c irc le s , 
c o a x in g  h e r  la n k y  h usban d .

D r. W h e e le r  p u lls  o f f  h is  shoes, suspenders  
d a n g lin g  a t h is  h ip s .

A n d  D r. V e e r is fa m o u s  fo r  h is  ru m b a .
H e w eaves  h is  p a r tn e r ,  a f i r s t - y e a r  in te rn ,  
a m o n g  th e  fe rn s  and  p a lm e tto s

and  th e  c o u r ty a rd  c lea rs .

She is b lu s h in g , h e r  dress w h is k in g
fro m  h e r  th ig h s
w i t h  th e  la z y  sw ish  o f m aracas.

H e r fe e t chase
h is  q u ic k , s w e e p in g  h a lf-s te p s .

A fe w  m o m e n ts ,
and  she f in d s  th e  p a tte rn ,
s w in g in g  and  p u l l in g
fro m  h is  a rm s, t ig h t  as a s h a d o w  o r m ir r o r .
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She feels  t h e  w h is p e r s  and  nods,

his  r i g h t  h a n d  h o v e r i n g  
n e a r  t h e  small of h e r  back.
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