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(CONTINUING) And the thing that is wrong, and the thing
beyond our control, is reaf‘y our own human nature., (MaRY
EXITS 10 HOUSE)

(TURNS T0 PETER) I don't suppose that you know what this is
all about, do you Peter?

I gave them presents from my mother. I do not like to give
presents if they make people c¢ry. They are not good presents,

Oh, that belt you havel! 1Is that what you mean?

(PUTTING THE SASH ON THE TABLE) It 1s not a good present,

Why Peter, you are wrong. It is a beautiful present, very
beautiful and verye-useful, I suppose, Look here, I have
something to say to you., I think I have made you feel that
you could not come here. I am sorry, Feter--about that.
You must come here from now on whenever you like, You may
go wherever God is, and if CGod is in my home, then you may
come to my home.

I may visit Miss Plunkett?

Yes, of course you may, but you must also vislt me and my
wife; and your people must visit us too.

Ve will be happy.

I have a question to ask. ®11ll you answer it?

I will answex.
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Will you tell me how you got your Christien name: your firat
name, I mean, I have wondered about it,

I was named by the doctor-priest at the mission,

Father Ravalli? Oh yes. Fine man, indeed!

I am called Peter, after the firat pope.

(STIPFFENS IN SPITE OF HIMSELN, BUT QUICKLY RECOVERS AFTER A
GRUNT AND A COUGH) I see. iiell, wellw~-no matter, We're
resolved to be zood friends in the future, aren't wee-uhe-
(HE CATCHES ON THE HAME)--young man?

Yes, sir.

Yes, indeed, Come in! Come ine-to my home, and help me--
(HE GLANCES OVER HIS SHOULDER, SKYWARD)=--help me prepare my
home=~to receive God's blessing--at last,
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(A morning in February, 1884. The office of Secretary

Teller, Washington, D,C,)

Mr. Hirem Price (COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS)

Ronan

Price
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Price

Ronan

The chief must understand, Mr. Ronan, that he has been
summeoned here to Washington for his own good, We're not
going to reprimand him, We want to give him all the
things he's been promised, and more, but we do want to
settle once and for all the question of where the tribe
is to be located,

Ro one wants that more than Charlot himself, sir, But I
mey as well warn you that he's not any more inclined to go
up on the Jocko than he was twelve years ago, As far as
the chief is concerned, the Bitterroot Valley is still
Flathead territory: the white settlers in the Valley are
no more than his guests, though he has accepted the fact
that the whites are there to stay. (CHARLOT GRUNTS SOMEzx
THING IN SELISH)

What 1s that he sald?

Nothing important, sir, really; a remark about the weather,

(LAUGHS) Come, come, Mr, Ronan; I want to know what he
sald., I hope you're not sparing my feelings,

It was nothing about you, Commlissioner, The chief merely
sald he hoped the whites would not-ewelle-sort of--move
onto any more of his land whlle he was here,

He's been following our conversation, has he?

He understands very well, sir, though he himselfl rarely
uses our language any more,
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His attitude towards the settilers doesan't seem very generous,
I must say.

It is hard for him to see white generosity anywhere, Com-
missioner. To our everlasting shame, history will record
the many instances where we have betrayed this man and
cheated him,

(A DOCR OPENS., SECRETARY TELLER ENTERS, FOLLOWED BY THREE OTHER HIN,
THE LAST TWo BIING NEWSPAPERMEN WITH PENCILS AND PADS)

Price
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Ronan
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Ronan

Cherlot

Teller

Pragident

Ah, HMr. Secretary and--ir, President! This is an unexpected
honor. May I present Major Pster Ronen, one of our Indlan
agents in Montana.

(BOWING) A pleasure, LHonan, and may I have the honor of
introducing you to Preslident Arthur,

{BOWING GRAVELY) This is a great privilege, Mr. Fresident.

Ronan, will you preasent the Indians to the President!

Yes sir, (HE TURNS TO CHARLUT AND THE OTHERS AND BEGINS TO
SFPuAK 1IN SLLISH)

(STANDING AXD INTERAUPTING ROWAH, {OVES TOWARD THE PRESIDENT)
You are the White Fathepy

Yes, Chief, this 1s the Preaident of the United States,

(MOVING TOVARDS CHARLOT WITH HAND EXTENDED) My neme is
Chester Arthur, Chief; and you arse Chief--(THi PRESIDENT
GLANCES BACK AT PRICH)
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Price
Charlot, lir. President,
President
(AS HE SHAKES HANDS WITH CHARLOT)--of the tribe ofw-?
Price
5elish, of Hontana territory, Mr. President; better known as
the Flatheads.
Fresident
And the purpose of the visit to Washington?
Teller
To present their compliments to you, Mr. President, (HE
GLANCES AT THi NEWSPAPERMEN TO SEf I THEY ARE GETTING THIS
DOWN) and to accept & number of benefits which the governe
ment is about toc confer upon them.
Charlot
Garfield was not killed in a white man's war, like Stevens.
Fresident
I«-I bag your pardon.
Teller
(SURPRISED) Garfield!
Price
Vhat was that? ¥hat 1a he talking asbout?
Charlot
Garfield was smbushed here in Washington. This is what the
Black Kobe, DtAste, has told me.
President
(IN & GRAVE VOICE) Yes, Chief, our lete and great president,
lr, James Garfield, was assaasinated.
Charlot

(GRUNTS) Huh?
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Somebody shot him.

If I put the mark of a Blackfoot or a ez Perces upon &
treaty, somebody would shoot me, too.

What was that he said?

What's he talking sbout?

Help us, Ronan,

The Chlef is referring to the contract that General Garfield
brought back from Missoula twelve years ago.

What about it?

The Chief's mark appeared upon the contrgct but the Chief did
not make that mark.

That's a new one. Ever hear that before?

(SHAXES LIS HEAD) Wo.

(PO REPORTERS) Just a moment, gentlemen, don't jump to cone
clusions. These Indisns have never taken tresties very
seriously. They are not the best witnesses of agreements
that they themselves slgn,

I signed nothing.
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Look here, Teller, this doesn't concern me., I thought I
waa Jjust to provide a 1ittle story about greeting Indians
and so forth, What's all this aboui?

Nothing, sir, I assure you, nothing at all. There was some
talk a few years ago about this Chief's mark on a contract,
a mark he allegedly never made, It's become something of a
canard, and anyway, as you say sir, it does not concern you.

Well, I don't think there is any point in my remaining. I've
got to be in Mt, Vernon by noon and it 1s 8 long drive., 1
will bid good morning %o you all, (HE EXITS; THERE ARE
FAREWELLS, KTC.)

(TO TELLER) Let's hear a little more about this, Mr.
Secretary. Sounds like the Chief is charging forgery
against someone,

Now, now, gentlemen., It's an old, old story, and from what
I can gather, a rather muddled one, Let's not start digging
up old bones that none of us had any hand in laying to rest,
I would be grateful if you forgot about the old and stresaed
the new. We are offering Chilef Charlot a stipend of fivew
hundred dollars a year, we are going to restore him to hils
positlion as Chlef of the combined tribes on the NMontana
JoCkomw

Yes, for heaven's sake, the story today is what we are going
to do for these Indlans here and now,

There is alsoc a story in what has not been done,

But 1s that really important now, ¥r. Ronani Ve are prepared
to fulfill every promise that has ever been made to Chief
Charlot.,
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We have a Republican adminiastration in Washington and we
are going to do great things. We don't want thess old
skeletons rattling et our backs. Again I say, we must
stress the present and the future.

What ia he, thls white man?

(TURNING ABRUPTLY) What?

Haybe we ought to confer with Nr. Ronan alone.

No sir., I wish the Chief to be present.

Let him stay, let him talk, This is the first Indian Chief
I have ever seen. !aybe he will say something funny.

I will tell you, you white men, about the white man, Thief
and liar should be burned on his forehead as he burns the
sides of my stolen horses with his own name, Had Hesaven's
Chief burned him so that we could know him, we could have
refused him. But we did not refuse him in his weskness,

In his poverty we fod and befriended him and showed him the
fords and defiles of our country. He was & long-talled
skulking thing, fond of flat lands and soft grass and
woods; he was a natural llar and a killer of living things.
He says one of his virgins had a son nailed to death on
two cross aticks to save him, If that young man hed not
saved him, my people would be safe, and our country would
be our own, The white man is like the wolverine who steals
your cache, How often does he come? He comes as long as
he lives and takes what he wants and dirties what he leaves,
(THERE IS A PAUSE, AND THxN CHARLOT, FOLLOWED BY THE OTHER
INDIANS, STALKS 0OUT)

(s7T0P8 LONG PIPE)} Just s moment, young man, are you Long
Pip@a

I am.
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Willl you please stay a moment? FHonan, we can't let the
meeting end this way. Can you bring the Chief back to-
merrgw morning? Ve will have some gifts for him, for all
of them,

I will do my best, ifr. Secretary. (HE EXITS)

Hy Cod but that was a hell of a speech the 0ld chief made!

I was so shocked I never thought %to get it down. Hey you!
(Hi CATCHES RONAN'S ARM AT THX DOOR) Could you get him to
do 1t agein for us? (RONAW EXITS WITHOU? RIPLYING, FULLOWED
BY THE TWO REPORTERS)

(WITH EVIDENT BITTERNESS) Well, Price, if this is your idea
of a morning's entertainment, take note of the fact that
neither I nor the President was much amused., (EXITS)

(SIGHS) Well, there you are! Try to arrange something nice
and it blows up in your face.

You wanted to see me, sir?

Yes, there is s friend of yours waiting in the inner office
who wants to see you. Just a moment. (HE CROSSES TO ANOTHER
DOUR, OPENS IT, AND ADMITS HONORIA) I will be back in a few
seconds. (HE EXITS)

(CROBSES TO PETER AND TAKES HIS HANDS IN HERS. PETER IS SUR-
PRISED, AND OBVIQUSLY DEEPLY MOVED., HE HAS REMOVED HIS HAT,
WHICH LIK® THZ CTHER INDIANS, HE HAD NOT REMOVED, EVEN IN
THL PRULSINCE OF ARTHUR., HE NOW XISSES HER HAND) I sm so
happy to see you Peter, and you look so well: so tall and
hands?m@. In your new clothes, you look almost like--(SHE
5TOPS
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A white man? Uere you going to say that? HNo iliss Plunkett,
lock close at this brown face, even more brown than when you
saw it last, changed by many winds and many suns.

It is an older face, Peter; but you are not & boy &8s you were
when I knew you in Missoula.

I don't think I was ever a boy-~I was always very old, as nmy
people are old, and sad as they are sed,

And how is your friendly valley, Peter?

For me the Bitterroot is no longer friendly. For my psople
it is no longer home. Vie will soon go to the Jocko where
the renegade, Arlee, the make-bellieve chief, squats 1like an
old green c¢roaking frog.

Peter, I have met many people in Washington who want to help
you=-who want to help all Indians. One of them is Senator
Vest, He told me he saw you and spoke with your people and
learned many things from the BSlack Robes. He 13 a good man
end an honest man, and he wants to do good things for you,.

The time has passed for good things. My people are old, and
they will soon die as a people.

That must not happen,

e cannot prevent it.

We can prevent it! e can Peter! ie must fight, and this
is the place to fight. Stay here and go to school and learn
the ways to bring truth to the white man,
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The white man does not wish to know the truth. He wants
to know how he can get rich without being true to the
things he says he believes in, His government helps him
to get rich that way.

(HOLDING HIS HAND) Stay nere, Petere-here in Washington,
and help us to fight for your people.

I might like to stay because you have asked me to. But I
must go back and travel with my people to the Joecko, and
there I will bury my mother, and there we will bury Charlot.
If God is good to me I will see you azein ons day.

(PRICE RE-ENTERS)

Peter

Price

Honoris

Price

Honoriea

Price

Honoria

I will say goodbye. (HE EXITS)

The difficulty, Miss Plunkett, is getting these simple
savages to understand our civilized ways, our concept of
progress under an orderly government.,

Perhaps they do understand, 4r. Price, more than we think.

How do you mean?

Somathing that young man just sald about the white man's
government, But I guess 1t doesn't matter. He's only an
Indian, after all.

They're going to be crushed oub; 1t's a sorry thing, I know,
but progress is relentless: we're powerless to stop it.

(AFTER A PAUSE) Good morning, Mr. Price. (SHE EXITS)
(CURTAIN)
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