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Mary 

(CONTINUING) And the thing that is wrong, and the thing 
beyond our control, is" really our own human nature# (MARY 
EXITS TO HOUSE) 

Iliff 

(TURNS TO PETER) I don't suppose that you know what this is 
all about, do you Peter? 

Pater 

I gave them present# fro® my mother. I do not lik# to give 
presents if they make people cry. They are not good presents. 

Iliff 

Oh, that belt you haveI la that what you mean? 

Peter 

(PUTTING THE SASH (M THE TABLE) It is not a good present. 

Iliff 

Why Peter, you ar® wrong. It is a beautiful present, very 
beautiful and very—useful, I suppose. Look here, I have 
something to say to you. I think I have made you feel that 
you could not come here. I am sorry, Peter—about that. 
You must come here from now on whenever you like. You may 
go wherever God is, and If God is in my home, then you may 
come to my home. 

Peter 

I may visit lisa Plunkett? 

Iliff 

Yes, of course you may, but you must also visit me and my 
wifej and your people must visit us too. 

Peter 

le will b© happy. 

Iliff 

I have a question to ask. Will you answer it? 

Peter 

I will answer 
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Iliff 

Peter 

Illff 

Peter 

Illff 

Peter 

Iliff 

lill you tell me how you got your Christian name: your first 
name, I mean, 1 have wondered about it, 

I was named by th© doctor-prieat at th® mission. 

Father Ravalli? Oh yes. Pin# man, indeedi 

I am ©ailed Peter, after the first pops. 

(STIFFENS IS SPITE OF HIMSELF, BUT QUICKLY RECOVERS AFTER A 
OBUIT AND A COUGH) I a#®. Wall* well—no matter* »®*re 
rasolved to ba good friends in the future, aren't we—uh— 
(HE CATCHES ON THE MAMB) —-young man? 

Yes, sir. 

Yes, indeed. Com# inl Com® in—to my home, and help ra©— 
(HE CJLAiCES OYER HIS SHOULDER» SKYWARD)—help ®e prepare ray 
home—to reoelve God*s blessing—at last. 
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Act IV (A morning in February, 1884. Th# office of Secretary 
Teller, Washington, D.C.) 

Mr. Hiraa Price (COMMISSIONER OP IIDIAH AFFAIRS) 

The chief must understand, Mr. Ronan, that he has been 
summoned her® to Washington for his own good. We 're not 
going to reprimand him. We want to give hi® all the 
things he*s been promised, and more, but we do want to 
settle once and for all the question of where the tribe 
is to be located. 

Ronan 

Ho one wants that more than Chariot himself, sir. But I 
may as well warn you that he's not any more inclined to go 
up on th® Jocko than he was twelve years ago. An far as 
the chief is concerned, the Bitterroot Valley is still 
Flathead territory! the white settlers in the Valley are 
no more than his guests, though he has accepted the fact 
that the whites are there to stay. (CHARLOT GRUNTS SOMii* 
THING IN SELISH) 

Price 

What is that he said? 

Ronan 

Nothing important, sir, reallyj a remark about the weather. 

Price 

(LAUGHS) Come, come, Mr, Ronanj I want to know what he 
said. I hope you*re not sparing my feelings. 

Ronan 

It was nothing about you, Commissioner. The chief merely 
said he hoped the whites would not—well—sort of—move 
onto any more of his land while he was here. 

Price 

He's been following our conversation, has he? 

Ronan 

He understands very well, sir, though he himself rarely 
uses our language any more# 
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Price 

Hla attitude towards the settlers doesn* t seem very generous, 
I must say, 

Ronan 

It ia hard for hla to see white generosity anywhere, Com
missioner. To our everlasting shame, history will record 
the many instarnas where we have betrayed this man and 
cheated him. 

(1 DOOR OPEMS« SECRETARY TELLER ESTERS, FOLLOWED BY THREE OTHER MEN, 
THE LAST TWO BEI1G NEWSPAPERMEN WITH PENCILS AID PADS} 

Price 

Ah, Mr. Secretary and—Mr. President J This is an unexpected 
honor. May I present Major Pater Ronan, one of our Indian 
agents in Montana. 

Teller 

(BOWING) A pleasure, Ronan, and may I have the honor of 
introducing you to President Arthur. 

Ronan 

(BOWING GRAVELY) This is a great privilege, Mr. President. 

Price 

Ronan, will you present the Indiana to the President? 

Ronan 

Yes sir, (HE TORUS TO CHARLOT AND THE OTHERS AHD BEGINS TO 
SPiilAK IN S3LISH) 

Chariot 

(STANDING AND IKTEEHUPTING RONAN, MOVES TOWARD THE PRESIDENT) 
You are the White Father? 

Teller 

Yea, Chief, thia is the President of the United States. 

President 

(MOVING TOWARDS CHARLOT WITH HAND EXTENDED) My name Is 
0heater Arthur, Chiefj and you are Chief--(THE PRESIDENT 
GLANCES BACK AT PRICE) 
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Price 

Chariot, Mr, President. 

President 

CAS HI SHAKES HANDS WITH GHARLOT)—of the tribe of—? 

Price 

Selish, of Montana territory, Mr.. President; better known as 
the Flatheads. 

President 

And the purpose of the visit to Washington? 

Taller 

To present their compliments t© fou$ Mr# President, {HE 
GLASCES AT THE NEBSPAPERMES TO SEE IF THJS2T ARE GETTING THIS 
DOWN) and to acoept a number of benefits which the govern
ment is about to confer upon them. 

Chariot 

Garfield was not killed in a white man's war, like Stevens. 

President 

I—I beg your pardon. 

Teller 

(SURPRISED) Garfieldl 

Price 

What was that? What Is he talking about? 

Chariot 

Garfield was ambushed here in Washington. This is what the 
Blaok Robe, DfAste, has told me. 

President 

(IS A GRAVE VOICE) Yes, Chief, our late and great president, 
Mr, James Garfield, was assassinated. 

Chariot 

(GRUMT5) Huh? 
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Long Pip® 

Chariot 

1st Rep. 

President 

Price 

Eonan 

1st Rep. 

Ronan 

1st B«p# 

2nd Rep. 

Teller 

Chariot 

homebody shot hi®. 

If I put the mark of a Blaokfoot or a Hez Forces upon a 
treaty, somebody would shoot me, too. 

What was that he said? 

lhat's he talking about? 

Help us, Ronan. 

Th® Chief ia referring to the contract that General Garfield 
brought back fro® Missoula twelve years ago# 

What about it? 

The Chief's mark appeared upon the contract but the Chief did 
not make that mark. 

That's a new one. Ever hear that before? 

(SHAKES HIS HEAD) Ho. 

(TO REPORTERS) Just a moment, gentlemen, don't jump to con
clusions. These Indians have never taken treaties very 
seriously. They are not the best witnesses of agreements 
that they themselves sign. 

I signed nothing 
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President 

Teller 

President 

l#t Rep. 

Teller 

Price 

Ronan 

Price 

Look here, Teller, this doesn'1 concern me# I thought I 
was just to provide a little story ©bout greeting Indians 
and so forth. What's all this about? 

Nothing, sir, I assure you, nothing at all* There was some 
talk a few years ago about this Chief*s mark on a contract, 
a mark he allegedly never made. It's become something of a 
canard, and anyway, as you say sir, it does not concern you. 

Well, I don't think there is any point in my remaining. I've 
got to be in it# Vernon by noon and it is a long drive, 1 
will bid good morning to you all, (HI EXITS; THERB: ARE 
FAREWELLS, ETC.) 

(TO TELLER) Let1® hear a little more about this, Mr. 
Secretary. Sounds like the Chief is charging forgery 
against someone. 

Now, now, gentlemen, It's an old, old story, and from what 
I can gather, a rather muddled one. Let's not start digging 
up old bones that none of us had any hand in laying to rest. 
I would be grateful if you forgot about the old and stressed 
the new. We are offering Chief Chariot a stipend of five-
hundred dollars a year, we are going to restore hia to his 
position as Chief of the combined tribes on the Montana 
Jocko-

Yes, for heaven's sake, the story today is what we are going 
to do for these Indians here and now. 

There is also a story in what has not been done. 

But is that really important now, Mr. RonanS We are prepared 
to fulfill every promise that has ever been made to Chief 
Chariot. 
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Teller 

We have a Republican administration in Washington and we 
are going to do great things. We don't want these old 
skeletons rattling at our backs. Again I say, we must 
©tress the present and the future. 

Chariot 

What is he, this whit© man? 

Teller 

(TURNING ABRUPTLY) that? 

Price 

Maybe we ought to confer with Mr# Ronan alone. 

Ronan 

No sir, I wish the Chief to to® present, 

1st Rep, 

Let him stay, let him talk. This is th® first Indian Chief 
I have ever seen. Maybe he will say something funny. 

Chariot 

I will tell you, you white men, about the whit® man. Thief 
and liar should be burned on his forehead as he burns the 
sides of ay stolen horses with his own name. Had Heaven's 
Chief burned him so that we could know him, we could have 
refused him. But we did not refuse him in his weakness. 
In his poverty we fed and befriended him and showed him the 
fords and defiles ©f our country. He was a long-tailed 
skulking thing, fond of flat lands and soft grass and 
woods; he was a natural liar and a killer of living things. 
He says one of his virgins had a son nailed to death on 
two cross sticks to save him. If that young man had not 
saved hint, ®y people would be safe, and our country would 
be our own. The white man is like the wolverine who steals 
your cache. How often does he comet He comes as long as 
he lives and takes what he wants and dirties what he leaves, 
(THERE IS A PAUSE, AND THEN CHARLOT, FOLLOWED BY THE OTHER 
INDIANS, STALKS OUT) 

Price 

(STOPS LONG PIPE) Just a moment, young man, are you Long 
Pipe, 

Peter 

I am. 
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Price 

Will you pleas® stay a moment? Ronan, w® ean't let th# 
meeting end this way* Can you bring th® chief back to
morrow morning? We will have some gifts for him, for all 
of them, 

Ronan 

1 will do my best,. Mr.. Secretary# (HE EXITS) 

1st Rep. 

My God but that was a h®ll of a speech th® old chi®f mad®I 
I was so shocked I never thought to get it down. H®y yout 
(KB CATCHES ROHAN'S ARM AT THE DOOR) Could you get him to 
do it again for m"t (MAS EXITS WITHOUT REPUTING, FOLLOWED 
BY THE TWO REPORTERS) 

Teller 

(WITH EVIDENT BITTERNESS) Well, Pric®, if this is your idea 
of a morning1s entertainment, take not® of the fact that 
neither I nor the President was much amused. (EXITS) 

Price 

(SIGHS) Well, there you are! Try to arrange something nice 
and it blows up in your faee. 

Peter 

You wanted to see m®, sir? 

Price 

Yes, there is a friend of yours waiting in th© inner offic® 
who wants to s®« you. Just a mom®nt. (HI CROSSES TO ANOTHER 
DOOR, OPENS IT, AND ADMITS HONOKIA) I will be back in a few 
seconds* (HE EXITS) 

iionoria 

(CROSSES TO PETER AID TAKES HIS HAIDS IN HERS. PET'S? IS SUR
PRISED, AND OBVIOUSLY DEEPLY MOVED. HE HAS REMOVED HIS HAT, 
WHICH LIKE THE OTHER INDIANS, HE HAD HOT REMOVED, EVEN IN 
THE PRESI3SCE OP ARTHUR. HE NOW KISSES HER HAND) I am so 
happy to see you Peter, and you look so well: so tall and 
handsome. In your new clothes, you look almost like—(SHE 
STOPS) 
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Peter 

A whit® man? Were you going to s.ay that? No Miss Plunkett, 
look olos® at this brown face, even more brown than when you 
saw it last, changed by many winds and many suns. 

Honoria 

It is an older face, Peter? but you are not a boy as you were 
•when I knew you in Missoula. 

Peter 

I don*t think I was ever a boy—J was always very old, aa my 
people are old, and sad as they are sad. 

Honoris 

And how is your friendly valley, Pater? 

Peter 

For ma the Bitterroot la no longer friendly. For my people 
it is no longer home• We will soon go to the Jocko where 
the renegade, Arlee, the make-believe chief, squats like an 
old green croaking frog. 

Honoris 

Petar, I hav® met many people in Washington who want to help 
you—who want to help all Indians. One of them is Senator 
Vest. He told me he saw you and spoke with your people and 
learned many things from the 31aok Robes. He is a good man 
and an honest man, and he wants to do good things for you# 

Peter 

The time has passed for good things. My people are old, and 
they will soon die as a people. 

Konoria 

That must not happen, 

Petar 

We cannot prevent it, 

Honorla 

i© can prevent it! 1© can Peter! We must fight, and this 
is the place to fight. Stay her® and go to school and learn 
the ways to bring truth to the white man. 
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Peter 

The whit© man does not wish to know the truth. He wants 
to know how he can g«t rich without being true to the 
things he says he believes in. His government helps him 
to get rich that way. 

Honoria 

(HOLDING HIS HMD) Stay here, Peter»~here in Washington, 
and help us to fight for your people. 

Peter 

I might like to stay because you have asked me to. But 1 
must go back and travel with my people to the Jocko, and 
there I will bury ay mother, and there we will bury uharlot. 
If God is good to me I will see you again one day. 

(PRICE HE-ENTERS) 

Peter 

I will say goodbye. (HE EXITS) 

Price 

The difficulty, Miss Plunkett, is getting these simple 
savages to understand our civilized ways, our concept of 
progress under an orderly government. 

Honoris 

Perhaps they do understand, Mr. Price, more than we think. 

Price 

How do you mean? 

Honoria 

Something that young man just said about the white man's 
government. But I guess it doesn't matter. He's only an 
Indian, after all* 

Price 

They're going to be crushed out; it's a sorry thing, I know, 
but progress is relentless; we're powerless to stop it. 

Honoria 

(AFTER A PAUSE) Good morning, Mr. Price. (SHE EXITS) 

(CURTAIN) 



94 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Davis, William L*, S.J. A History of St. Ignatius Mission* 
Spokane: Oonsaga University Press, 1954*' 

In tracing the history of th« Jesuit missionaries in 
Montana, Father Davis has provided a compact mine of 
informatics! on the Flathead Indians, with particular 
reference to their land problem, and their dealings 
with various government agents* 

Bonan, Peter* History of the Flathead Indians* Helena: 
Journal Fub*liiliing So*, "J&96*"1 'n" ' 

A sympathetic, and rather sentimental account of the 
tribe by a former, highly respected Indian agentj ex
tremely valuable for its profiles of leading Indians, 
and for its account of Chariot*® visit to Washington. 

Smith, Theodore C* Life and Letters of James Abram Gar* 
field, lew Havens Yale'University'Press, 1925* 

A "friendly" bio^aphy in which, possibly, a great deal 
of homely information supplied by the Garfield family 
has been allowed to color the analysis of the man's 
political carta?* But the two volumes are crowded with 
quotes and conversational reports which aided greatly 
in character construction, 

Garfield, James A. Diary of a Trip to Montana in 1872* 
Missoula: Historical reprints. Sources of Northwest 
History, State University of Montana, 1934* 

The conclusive key to Garfield*® attitude regarding the 
disposition of Flathead claims and the alleged claim of 
settlers to Indian lands* Garfield's discreatly hostile 
attitude toward the Jesuit fathers is revealed in his 
own words* 

Brownell, Baker* The Human Community. New York : Harper & 
Brothers, 1949* 

Excellent treatment (in sections) of the role of socio* 
drama, as produced by Paul Green and Bert Hansen, in the 
improvement of community relationships* 

Hansen, Bert* "Soclo-drama in Community Integration," Sociology 
and Social Research* September-October, 1947* 

The most concise expression of the value of pageant drama 
in strengthening community awareness of the roots of 
American democracy* 



95 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Expressions of gratitude for invaluable assistance In 

accumulating material for tho play are due to the following? 

to Professor Bert Hansen of M.S.t?,, not only for his advice 

and careful supervision in writing the manuscript, but for 

introducing me, through two of his own pageant drama produc

tions, to sany aeabera of th® Flathead tribe, and for making 

it possible for me to talk personally to Bather Taelman at 

St• Ignatius, a priest who knew Father D*Aste and learned 

from the latter much valuable information which he gladly 

passed on to aej to Mr. James Carroll of the M.S.fJ. Sociology 

department, for the use of materials he has collected in his 

own studiesf to Mr, Carling Malouf for anthropological data 

relative GO the Flathead tribej to Professor To® Payne of 

the M.S.U. history department for information on the esta

blishment of Missoula's first Methodist church, and on the 

Iliff family. While the Information asked for—which was 

so helpfully supplied by the above-mentioned—might have been 

of merely passing interest to th® professional historian, it 

has been of immeasurable assistance to th© playwright, whose 

principle task is th© discovery of th® elements of human 

character. 


