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Classical Mythology FLLG/LS 160L Spring, 2002 Professor Gillison

Course objectives: This term we will examine the nature of myth and the way it can speak to people in the culture
which created it and other cultures like our own. You will become acquainted with the myths of the Greeks and
Romans and the deities and heroes who inhabit them. You will investigate some of the patterns which inform
various mythologies around the world and see how myth formed the basis for various literary works of the
Greco-Roman world. You will read some variants of “mythic accounts” to question their origins and functions and
consider how Classical myth has influenced the literary and artistic traditions of the western world. By the end of
the course, you will be able to discuss the main points of many of the interpretative frameworks used in the modern
world to “explain” various myths, and you will be able to analyze a particular myth in terms of various appropriate
interpretative frameworks. You will consider the mythic underpinnings of our own society and your individual
“myth.”
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MARCH 18-22: SPRING BREAK
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Text: Harris, Stephen L. and Gloria Platzner, Classical Mythology. Images and Insights (3™ edition ONLY, 2001)

Final exam: 3:20-5:20, Wednesday, May 15

Grading Scale: 90-100%=A, 80-89%=B, etc.

Grading Procedures: Mid-term exams 25% each
Final exam 25%
Office hours: ~ Mondays 1:15-3:00
Tuesdays 9-10, 11:10-12
Wednesdays 1-3
Thursdays 1-3

and by appointment
Office phone: 243 2719 Office: LA 332 E-mail: gillison@selway.umt.edu
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