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This writer taught EngTfsh in the Institute
Guatemaltecosimericano from September, 1947, to Pebrue
aryy 1949, k@iﬁgvméaaliy‘hiwaﬁ%. From J&iyyiiﬁ%gé fo
'Febyuary, 1951, she was the 1ibrarian of the Instituto
balf;ral ?@;aaﬁmwﬁéwteaMQriéanG, iﬁ Lima, a@&wiﬁt&d by

the State Department; from. Febxuaryg l@ﬁl, t@ ley, 19534
she gerved in the sameé ¢capacity in the caﬁtwe Eeuat@rzan@w

ﬁ@?ﬁ@&mafﬁéaﬂﬁ'iﬂ-Qui%@a Some of the anﬁadﬁ%es and & part

of the information are tha regnit$ mf persmnal eﬁperienﬂes,

............

or of conversgtions with other grantaag, s%néentu, m@m@ers,
and personnel of the centers, E@t@rial was also obtained
from questionnaires sent to the institutes by the writer,
(For a copy ef’@ﬁa~q&agégma@airﬁg geo appendix nos 1)



BI-BATIONAL CULTURAL CENTERS IN LATIN AMERICA
A PHASE OF INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL RSLATIONS

CHAPTER I  INTRODUCTION
The economic and military leadership which the United

States has attained during the tuentieth century has ve
sulted in increased activity im the field of interpational

dmlyfréi‘?eﬁttiﬁms; fﬁ@ wyorld confliets w&thin twentye

£ive years have established the falsity of the. %h@ary that;
genuine national saemwityvd@@g@ﬁg solely on power politiecs.
A new basis of international cooperation, embracing mutual

undérstanding and respéct, has been recognized and is

ligkaiaﬁﬁiﬁ%@&m&ﬁi@h&ihéwlﬁuﬁala?e&&t§¢n$£“

| Although widely used, %%is term 18 often misunderstood.
Taréany ‘péople culture embedies only muste and arts In
thelr book entitled Zhe Culturgl Approsch, Ruth By MeMurry

and Mung Leey however, have defined cultural relations as
the af£@$§s~ﬁ@wawé@;muﬁua&ranaeﬁﬁﬁam&ing through mutual
acquaintance. They further explsin that any program of

eultural relations abroad is the communication to foreigners

of the national culture, @.gs, tho total national achievement
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and ways of thinking.l an understanding of the people of a
nation as human beings, who have common aspirations and pro~
blems like ourselves, ié essential for a clear knowledge of
the culture of a country, acenrdang-ta'ﬁﬁhu.ﬁq‘Megkgl; dr ey
author of the United ﬂétiens guest instructors piaaﬁ_ He
ceﬁtinnes tﬁat it also means an understanding of thelr trae
ditions and achievements in avt, music, émama; literatﬁre;
erafts, and industry,?

More difficult to attein ipan(sa&isfactsry economice
and military relationsy gemuine cultural understanding is
indispensable if inter~Amevican relations are to be soundly
established, and net.preQariausiy based on an immediate
need,3 In aceordance with the best interpretation of the
phrasey cultural relatiops should ha'atilized by nations to
build free and friendly tiss between peoples to promote
‘better understanding and matual respect, These ave the
' foundations for good-will, which is an ackrovledged asset
in all #eléi&cnshipsﬁninéivi&ual or collective, whether

1, Ruth E, McMurry and Muna Lee : . Approach
| §g§g 3 Ei%lt University of Nﬂ h Garelina Progsy
Pe de

2 v, 8. Congresz._ Eguse og Kepgesenta%ives; United
'Eearings hefore‘ihe'SQGcia&I$nbeommittea g? the Come
mittee on Foreign Affairs, U. 5, House Betn Congress,
Lst Session, on House 11l 3342, May 3,3’, 16, 17,
i?§9%? (ggshiﬁgtonz Gavarnment Print éffice,

3 P 8.

3. Lewis Hanke, "Is ﬂouperatian witb Latin Ameriean
~ Libraries ?ossible?" merican ‘ at
iletin, 35 (D@camher,
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gconomnic, g@litﬁagi? @r‘caltuyalﬁ* Furthermore, if demow
cratie Sﬁﬁﬁarﬁ‘@f é,@b?aign policy is desired, the essen~
‘tlal element of aeveloping -unéezf‘atanﬁmg between peoples
mast be,ﬁraetiasag5z

The inereasing use of cultural programs a8 an arm of
foreign vﬁliéy eannot be igncrgﬁﬁ These activities, more=
over, are intensified in periods of national erisﬁ&@é
Simultaneously with ivs attack on Pearl Kaf%@?g-ﬁapaﬁ was
promoting a culturel agreement with Bragil, Similarly
Grhim has continually %ﬁ*@pﬁrteé the Chingse«American
cultural ageneiea even vhen subjeeted to territorial ins
vasion.” These examples demonstrate the importance attached
%e:inﬁérna%iénailauiﬁurai wa1&ﬁiens‘ﬁygcv&rnmsa%s of the
world in peace and in war.

On the other handy Nicholss John Spykman, late pro=
fegsor @f/ﬁﬁ%&@ﬁa%&@ﬁﬁi,reiaﬁisnaraﬁ:Xéie University,
questions the value of eultural relations as an instrument
_in foreign poliey. He contonds bthat there are two basic

e, MoMurry and Leey gn. gl

S+ Chatles A. Thomson, “The (
&m@riﬁaa Solidarity" in»cl ty @“
Bnderstandine (Adustin: Ir -*mtm ! )

%uc.:ws, ,.;“@ Dniversity of Texas, 3;%«2), Py 9

7o Iahaxzes Ay Thﬁmsen, ufne R&le of Culﬁural.Exehang@ 1n
Wartime™ in Cultural Relatiow: Lthe De gles
Us 8, Departnent of S%s&te. ' "u.mez@»z&m@rmm §eriea
nos 22 {Washington: Government Printing Office, . 9}-»2),
B -3¢ ‘
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fallacies inherent in a program of cultural rapprochement
for the development of political cooperatione~one, psychclow
gical, the other, political. "Ihe assumption that people
who are fundamentally different will necessarily begin to
like saeh other as they become better acqgaintga is
errcneous and disproveg in everydsy life 4 . .» The second
great fallacy +» « « 18 té@ naive idea, that in a world of
pover poiitias, states céoperate because their populations
admire @ach other « « ¢« ® He further contends that geogra-
phical factors and balance of power, not emotion, are re-
sponsible for the making of alliances and, that if a sym-
pathetic attitude exists towards an ally, i1t is not the
cause of political cooperation but usually the effect.g
Whetper a better understanding and a keoner appreciation
of‘peoples and cultures actually“affaeta forelgn pblicy ¢ans
not definitely be determined, However, there are other
aspects 1o be considered in its evaluation, Culpurai.re«
1at10ns-ma?'be appraised by their contributions. According
to Dr. Charles A. Thomson, Chief of thelbiviéion of Cul-
tural Relatlions of the State'Deparﬁment~from 1940 to 194k,
these are: oney providing Gurfpeople vith a realistic
appreciation and understanding of aiéer peoples, thus es=

tablishing a more concrete democratic basis for our foreign

8, Hichelas John Spykman, America's Stratesy w§g%g
itics {New York: Harcourt, Brace, [c. %3%

¢
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policys twoy developing in other psoples a more accurate
eonception of us} and three, encouraging the habit of
planning and working togethérgg
If doubts still exist concerning the meérits of this
prograw% there &é sufficient sastifi@a@iam for cultural and
intellactﬁal eaaperatian\in that it canstitutes an end in
itself, A grester knowledge and ddeper appreciation of
other peoples?! achievements ahﬁ'sultures necessarily enrich
_our own, and the convérse is just as trues Technological
advances and administrative skills may be exdﬁange&7§er
 progressive theories in social 1@&151&?@035 or the enjoy-
~g@nt of foreign muslc cﬁ a&%. Thig erosg~fertilization of
‘iﬁééa has been the whole history of the progress of ¢ivile
liZé%ionélg
The totalitarian countries have used cultural relations
for political endsy h@wevev.ll @h&s nay be &llustrated by
Gegmany?s actﬁvitiss‘im.@araaus gatia,Am&rican-eamntries
pri@f to 1941, when Wazi hirelings publicly exhibited their

9. ¢Charles A. Thomson, "The Cuiﬁural.ﬁasis of Inters
' Ameriean uali&arifyg ”EQ;ﬁzﬁﬁy rs 10,

104 E. L~‘Kanﬁel,'w_>*ﬂ_;

11 Haralé‘gf $nydar££§hgg__ _,4-

éaals;(&?shiagton: Amariaén cgunail on ﬁﬁucatian,
Q& I?h} k4 P‘
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plans to seize control through movements such as the Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Hitler Youth, etcl? Also, between 1933
and 1945 a total of approximately one million books, treatises,
pamphlets, and other publications, exclusive of newspapers and
perioﬁieais,,were,printeﬁ.in Germany? aiaarly indicdating the
cultural ambitions of the Nazis.3 At the present time, Russia
is conducting an alleout enltural campalgn in India and China
with special emphasis on art exhibits and motion piletures.
“Front" organizations, such as the All-India Peace Counecil,
The India-China Friendship Assoclation, and All-India Friends
of the Soviet Union, have also proved effective, In 1951 an
uneofficlal Indian cultural migsion toured Communlst China
for six weeks, and a similar mission of Chinese Communists
visited Indias, The purpose of thls interchange was to
strangthéﬁ.the‘cﬁltural,bonds between the two countries,
and-tonpresent Soviet achiovements in Cgina in glowing terms
to the IndiansgI%

All countries have been prompted by realistic motives in
their international velations. The United Btates bas been no

oxception, as demonstrated by a review of its activities

12y B. 8, "Nazis Soft ?edax-in Létin Americay™ Living
" age, 360 (April, 1941}, ppe 139-141.

13. .Joachim Jossten, Germany: What Now? (Chicago:
Zi£f Davis Publishing Compahy, [c. 19481), p. 299.

ihg Howland ﬁ. Sargent, "How Can We Defend ?ree Culture?¥

Department of State Bulletin, 26 (april 7, 1952)
W@Qmmﬁs (april 7, 1952),
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in Central and South America. Since the first quarter of
the ninetsenth century, political and intellectual leaders
have expressed their fear, distrust, and jeslousy of the
Yankees. . This opposition to: the United States inereased
in intensity from the eighteenfifties ﬁhﬁﬂﬁgh~tﬁ@'ﬁiﬂéﬁ
teen~twenties, Such wellsknown authers aszﬁuhéﬁ‘@aﬁia of
Nicaragua, José Santos Chocano and Franeisco Garcia Calderon
of Pezﬁ,.&éaérﬁw?iqu@ Bm@é'aiiﬁragaayﬁ snd many others have
shown apprehension snd concerh regerding our a@%ioﬁswlg

This outburst of critieism is undoubtedly justifiables
One need enly recall such incidents as the annexation of
Texasy the Mexican War, the filibustering expeditions into’
Mexleoy Cuba, and Central America, Theodore Roosevelt's
action towsrds Panama and his policy of the Big Stick,
ﬁ@i&ar Diplomacy, and so ony all of vhich have alarmed our
neighbors to the south,i6 To the aﬁ@ﬁageihéﬁin American
the Monros Doctrine has meant ﬁm&te@ States in%erveﬁ%iaﬁ,i?
beeause our policy of territorisl expansion and political
leadership in the Western Hemisphere coincided with the

@‘,- 3’. 43
1?2@3{’

. gﬁiﬁerary’Yank@eyhehiaAin Elspanic -12

magnitude and are thefléast appwehensiwe an@ hmstile te
the United States as shown in their writings. This
feeling seems to be their general aﬁtitnd@ and does not

stem from specific ineidents.

16, Samuel Flagg Bemis, Ine Latin Amerjcan Policy of
~ Dnited States (Wew York: ﬁarcour@, Brace and CQmpanJ;
(es 19*3]us pps 2624263

17. Stephen Pierce Hayden Duggan, Latin Amer
World Peace Foundation, 193639:~m»-~~

2 (Boston:
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promuigation of %hi@¢mani£eﬁﬁesig it was not until aftef the
miﬁh@r@ﬁa&,éf'ﬂ&&iﬁ$3-f@em Nicaragna; Hoover's good-will tou
of Latin America, Rooseveli's adoption and expansion of the
ﬁé&@& Nelghbor' policy, that the transformation of the dogtrine
was @egnnwwchangang it from an exclusive instrument employed by

the United States into a Paﬁaﬁme¥$¢&% policy @f's@enrityilg

The idea of enltural rapprochement with Latin imericen
eﬁun§§ﬁes~&$~re1a%iv@1y‘naw‘£o? the United States Govérnment,20
Other nations vealized the value of this policy in the latter
" half of the nineteenth century. PaneLatinism, which hag been
sponsored by France since the French Revolutien, spread French
Ehiiégﬁﬁhi@ai ideasy political @%ingipﬁaﬁg'iiﬁewa%mmﬁﬁ civiliza-

tion and eulture to the Latln countries, In the ¢ightecnm
seventies, France was the rfipgt of the wodern nations to
initiate the policy of culbural exchanges,®* and this effort

undoubtedly contributed to the general belief that the study

of the Frepch language was In iﬁs&&f‘ﬁjﬁﬁﬁ&y~@£’@ﬁiﬁam&a
Eﬁw;y*a@siviﬁy“%n this field was financed in part by the French

18+ ﬁiaz &e ﬁ dina' g&ﬁly‘535@u@e Nérvaig Gast@nl

19+ Bemis, gpe &if.

20+ Paul B, Haél@yg "nited statea
 the Other American Republic ;‘: :
%7 (April 1, 19%5), pe 1552,

2Lks  William Benton, g,ﬁg;gkgﬁqg;
Us B !apa?:%mﬁm of State A g bion nos
Government Printing @ffice; 39%6)% o 1%.
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government through the French Catholic tesching missionaries
in the Near and Far East. Intellectual expansion in Europs
and Latin America vas net provided for until 1906, and then
1t was begun principally to ecocunteract German prepéganéaa
This program was steadily increased, and by 1936 France
baasta& of’a strong network of e¢ducational institutione
ab@n&ﬁgfsﬁ@@ra&;ﬁﬁnﬁréﬁ professors on exchange, and opgan<
ized French courses in most lerge cities. The Alliance
frangaise, a privete soclety which recelves goveramental
ald and recognition, is particularly active in promoting the
teaching of the French language abroad,; and has establishments
in many parts of the world,; embracing the Latin American
countries, The activities of this organization include the
sponsoring of French classesy lectures and schools, Euphasis
in this field has been continwed to the present day 22

German was alsc widely studied im latin Amsriea%93'an@
prior %o World War II many German schools and clubs existed
in this area. Like France, Germany began the establishment
of gchools in foreign lands in the late eﬁghﬁeenﬁsav@ﬁtiésg
s@meaéiﬁg‘ﬁegmanism,ané later Nstional Soeialism throughout
the world. This activity went underground with @ermaﬁyisf
'éﬁgeaﬁ in.39¢5,\and;%ﬁ.£aﬁiﬁ America these centers and

)

22+ For detailed 1nfexmatien sse MeMarry and Lee,-g.
iy Ppe 9+384

23+ ILawvrence Smith “Dollar Beficieﬁey @hraateﬁ$ Trans=.
lation Market," Publishers* Weekly, 160 (October 20,
1951)y Pa zéaé




10
and schools wersa closeﬁ-gk

During the last two decades Russia, through V O K 8,
participated in cultural relationag Emphasis has been
placed on literature, art, musio, the theater, and the movies,
although the exchange of sclentific developments was algo conw
sidered significant. This program has been accompliished by
exchange of persons, translationg, information bulletins,
and radlo broadcasts. Towar&a the end af World War II BRussia
intensified her cultural relation operations in Latin America,
Soviet cultural institutes have bsen established in many
countries, the mosgt active being found in Mexico, Cuba,

Chile, Colombia; and Venezuela.2?

On the other hand, Great Britain and the. United States
have lagged behind. The British Couneil was not set up until
1935 to disseminate information about British thought and way
of iifegaé' This objective is achleved through eultural
goeletles, the maintenance of professorships and lsetureships
at foreign universities, redio broadeasts, distribution of
books, periodicals, and films, and the teaching of Bnglish.27

The Department of State of the United States was pre-~
caded in the field of cultural relations by other departe
ments of the federal government. The Department of Agrie

culture had already conducted a considerable program in exe

2k, Consult McMurry and Lee, 0p. gite, pps 3947
25. 1Ibid., pp. 110«136:

26. Benton, op. cit., ps 1.

27. MeMurry and Lee, op. eit., pp. 137181,
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changes of persons and information under the Office of Foreign
Agricultural Relations§28 Experiment stations had been est-
ablished in several countriles for the development of products
complementary to our agriculture, The Office of Education had
asslgned English-language teaching experts to other gevernments.
8pecialists from its Children's Burcau, Women's Bureau, and
Division of Labor Standards had been loaned by the Department
of Lagbor, To ald other éovernmenﬁs.wf'Laﬁin,America in este
ablishing fifteen tidsl investigative stations and three
radiosonde observation stations; equipment had been sent by
the Depariment of Commerce.2? The Library of Congress and
the Smithsonian Institution had also participated in cultural
exchange with the Western Hemisphere,30

The urgent need for a different approach was finally
recognized, and since 1928 the policy of rapprochement with
the other American Republies has been pursued by the State
Department. The recalling of the Marines from Haiti, the
abrogation of the Platt Amendment, the Trade Agreements Act
of 193%, and the signing of treaties pledging non-interference
of the United States in internal or external affairs of the
Latin American countrlesgy together with the outstanding
diplomacy of Sumner Welles and Cordell Hull, effected a
change in the Latin American attitude. Considerable friende

28. Snyder, op. cit., ps 29,

29, U. 8, Department of State, Ihe Cglﬁgra;\Ceggeggt;gg
Program, 1938-1943, Publécatian no. 2137 (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 19%4), p. 3. (Hereafter
cited as The Cultural-Coopsration Program, 1938-1943).

30. S&nyder, op. cit., Ds 29,
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other naﬁi@nsg“3% It was also maintained "that international
eultural asetivities should originate in the educational and
cultural centers of our countryy dnltiative and eontrol proe-
periy reside there, not with the Governmont, The latter's
function rather is to stimulate, coordinate, and facilitate a
‘movement arising directly out of the culiural 1lifs of onr
PQQF&QQ”35 It was the Division of Cultural Relations which
later assisted the United States bi-national culfursl insgtis
tutes in Latin America.36

The year 1938, also, saw the establishment of many
international organizations devoted to strengthenlng cul-
tural tles between Latin Awerlean countries. In Habanay
Cubay at the celsbration of ﬁmeriean.ﬁa}%aretﬁéy (Octobey 13)
it was announced that twenty cultural institutés were to be
established there, each to funection in relation to ancthey
American republic. To reciprocate the Argentine~Cuban cule
tural center was founded in Buenos Aires on the same date.
At least twenty others originated before the end of that year.
Chile has been very active in this field and has created the
Chilean Committee on Intellectual Ceooperation, to gupervise
fha establishrent of 4nstitutes for the prsmntiﬁn of cloger

B@g’ U §¢ Dep&rtment of States Ihe p
t%%mMmmm %wmwﬁ?ﬂﬁ@gwﬁw,

S&rl@s, oy 3
19%); Ps 1,

35. Ibide, pe 8.

_3§. For a chart of the organization of the Department of
State, see appendix no 2.
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cultural velations., Activities have ingluded musicals,
lectures, expositions, radio programs, and the entertaining
of writers; university pf@ﬁ@&é@?ﬁg'aﬁﬁ other visiting intells
@3%&&13«3?

iears hefore the establishment of the Division of Cule
tural Relations, the first United States bienational cultural
institute was founded. The conception of the idea originated
in Buenos Aires as a result of a supgestion made to the Rotary
Club by its president, Dr. Cupertino del Campos, a gifted poet,
painte s and wreiter, In 1927 a group of Argentine leaders and
© intellectuals including Prs Del Campos and Dr. Enrigue Gil met
with American businessmen and professionals residing in Buenos
Aires to form the Institute Cultuval Arg@ntinamﬁerteamarieano,38
The majority of the Argentines in this group had ¢ither studied
in the United States, or had traveled extensively there; and
wanted to better the cultural relations between the two nations.
_The declared purpose of this organization was to promote better
ﬁgﬁérstan&iﬁg and closer ccoperation between Avgentina and the
United Statese The means to accomplish this objective included
leetures, meotings, Epglish clasges taught by volunteers, and

the organization of &’ smali lihra;}a35u

37+ Franeisco J4 Hernandez, “Biiaﬁerai Instiﬁutas of
Cultural Relationg," ?*yvs_ pican Union Bulletir
73 (July, 1939), pps H13-417

38, Elsie Er@@na “s Center of ﬁrgentinﬁwﬁmevican
Friendshipy” Ibid., 73 {Jamuary, 1939)y v 28.

39, Leonard Ross Klein, “Making Friends with Our
Neighbors," Ibid., 81 (Septembor, 19%7)y ps 468,
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This institute was formally inaugurated on May 9, 1928,
and experienced a rapid‘grew%hi By 1942 there wvere 3;666
students attending English elassQSg%G Pive years later
the enrclliment had incresased to 4,000, which required sixty
teachers and an administrative staff of tuenty persons.
Furthermore, the library boasted 5,000 volumes, and the
Instituto owned its own building in downtown Buenos Aire&,gi

In 1931 s similar center was opened in Cordoba
Argentina, and in 1937 the UniZo Cultural Brazil«Estados
Unidos was formed in Rio de J&nei$ﬁik2 Before World War II
there were a total of eight centers operating in Latin
Amerieca. The entrance of our sister republics 1n€@»the

var aacazera%eé the establishment of new aenﬁ@xs,§3

%0, "Cultural Instltu%es in the other American Beaabl&cs,“
Department of State Bulleidn, 6 (March 2, 1942

2

The date of feﬁadat&@n of the anter in Hie de

Janeire is given as 1935 in Coop ton in the

Ampericast Report of the Inﬁ9r~éepa$tmental Comw

mittee on Scientific and Cultural Cooperation

" July, 1946 - June, 1947, U. 5. Department of
s%ate Publication no 2971 (Washington: The
Deparfiuent . 1932}9 P 75

%3, DO@athy Ex @reene and Sharly |
.G, Se Beparameqt @f Stata’?uh&icatten nc»Aaﬁ i
(whghing@en:' Government Printing Office, 19 6:},
Pe 34
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What were the veasons for the establishment of the cule
tural esnters? 1In the last tén years an understanding of
‘English has come to be considered by the Latin Americans as
sssential to & good educationy and English is now the fore-
most forelgn language in many schools of the southern hemi g
ph@tﬁ%%'r@plaeing French,

Some  of the factors contributing to this change of
attitude are: the isolation of Burope during 1939«4%5, and
the resultant decline of French culture and infiuence in
this area; the entry of the other Ameriecsn Republies into
World War II as our alliesy with the subgequent stationing
of American military and naval persornnel at South and Central
_vAmeﬁiéan-ﬁases; the rising respect and prestige which the
United States enjoys in cultural and intellectual wrsuits,
as well as its acknowledged supremacy in the f£ields of
science and teshnologys the inereased distribution of
American magagines, books, and filmss; the close cooperation
encoupaged by the "Good Neighbor" poliey and continued %o
the p@eﬁeﬁé'éay, and the increase in commerce between the
United States aﬁa the Latin American countries. Th@éeforag
a knowledge of English and the Ameriesn way of living a@d
thinking have become both a commerelal and @niﬁuyaixmeééssiﬁyghs
In the fulfilling of this neéd the cultural center program

has become g dynamic force:

e gmiih: wﬁs,eat,i p. 16265 The CulturaleCo

S A9RBeION, Py 524
Q Qi‘f;.’ P %7’

W5, Kle ing
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CHAPTER IT

GENERAL GROWIH AND DEVELCPMENT

In 1951 there were thirty bisnational cultural centers
operating ini&atinzameriéagi The official names varyj some
are know as centros, @%h&fg‘&ﬁxiﬂﬁtitﬁﬁﬁﬁg and in Brazil,
unido and assocclagdo are usede These are aubonomous organw
1zations rgapanﬂing %@'1@@&1 denandsy wh$¢h ﬁqnseguen%&y
cause wi@e-?#ria%ians from center o esﬁie$¢ Neverthelsss,
some fundamental similarities are appavent.

One characteristic common to all is thelr yegional,
or local nature; that is, actual operations are confined
within the politiscal boundsries of the host country. In
the majority of the republiocs only one guch institution ex~
ists, which is located In the capital, e.g., Instituto
Culturel Demfnico-Americano in Cludad Trujille, Centro
Cultural Paraguayo-Americanc in Asuncifn, and Centro Cule
tural ﬁgs%arriganﬁaaﬂ@r?eam@éicamé in San Josd.? Argenting,
Brazdly Chile, apd Colombia all have more than one s&lﬁuwai,
Srganization, albeit in different cities, each entirely ine

1« U, 8. Department of Btate. Wagine the Truth Campalen,
Eighth Semi-anmual Report of the Secretary of State to
Congress on the International Information and Educaw
tional Exchange Program, July 1 to December 31, 1951.
Pyblication noe. 4575 (Washington: ?ﬁe,ﬁey&ﬁ%méntgh

}952)§,p3_a?, (Hereafter cited as ¥Waging the T

2, For a complete list of centers see appendix no. 3.



dependents An established and raé@gnizeé,ﬁaﬁtgyrgang MOreover ,
asﬁﬁme~feﬁpaﬁsiﬁi;§$y for a %waﬁéh. This used to be the situaw
tion in Mexico, Before the newly«formad institute in Cuadala~
java was supplied with a Nerth American director, ﬁ%xﬁes-@i%y"
sent 1ts own divector of courses there on t@mgﬁrary'assign»
ment to aid in its Brglish ¢lasses and other. actmviti@aﬁ3

In other countries there is only one orgenization Wﬁiﬁh,ig
officially assisted by the Depariment of Sﬁaﬁsa ai%ﬁ@&ghieﬁheﬁg
may be in existence. Centers in Beuador, for énstaﬁcé,lare
leaa%aa'&ﬁ"@niﬁe, Ambato, Cuenca, Quayaguil, and Riobamba.

Ihe first mentioned has support f{rom the United States governs
menty while the other four recelve assistance spovadically

and indirectly, usually in the form of book packets distribm-
ted with funds from the United States Information and Eduecatlon
@?é@@am¢ Whether a center belongs to any owe of these three
general types does not alter the “lpeal" hsp@a% of these organ~
izations, which are incorporated under the lavs of the host
government.

The cultural institute program is likewise distingulshed
by its spontanecus nature. Though founded in various ways
under different auspiees, the centers were usupally delfe
gengrated by a group of nationals and resident North americans
who freguently apprcached the cultural relations attaché to

! piteac:

3 Us 8 &dvis&ry'ﬂaﬁmissi@n on Educational Exchange., ITwo
- ¥ay Stresl, International Educational and Technical
Bxehange in Fiseal Y@arvﬁlgﬁs, Report of the United States
Advisory Commission on Educational Exchange, July 1, 1949
to June 30, 1950. U, 8. Department of State Publication
no 489 {Washingt@m. Government Printimg Officey 1950),
ppe 42-43, (Hereafter cited as Iyo Way 8 @WH?)Q

K"f'
8
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ask for advice, recognition, and financial aid., In Lima a

group of Peruvian ecivie leaders, who were interested in

changing the "Goed Neighbor™ pelicy from an idea %o planned

actlon, suggested to some prominent North Ameérican businesss

mén residing there that they establish a meeting place where

‘the Peruvian man~in~the-street could learn about the United

States, and the “gringo" could learn sbout Pertts After seve
sral informal meetings in private homes to discuss the pro-
Jecty the organizational meeting was scheduled for an evening
in June, 1938; Thosée présent included the United States
Ambassador and the Poreign Minister of Perfiy ag well as
outstonding educators and businessmens The weeting was a
successy and six months later the Instituto Cultural Pervanos
Norteamericano greeted the delegates from the United States
and Canada who were in Lima for the Eighth Pansimerican
E@nfeeenaﬁ?% |

Another cutstanding charasteristic of this movement is
its truly eooperative; or bisnatiopal, mature in respect to
aéministﬁatﬁsng‘activiziasg-an@ finances it is a joint

undertaking between the host country end the United States,

founded on the theory that the United States Gan learn as

well as teach in its relations with other countries.’

b, Bart McDowell, “Lima Learns Englishs about a Good
' Neighbor Center in Perfi that Mutwally Acquaints Twe
Peoples," Bolarian, 26 (February, 1950); pp. 32-33,

Loy Be 90,
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Center administration reflects the prineiple of joint
operation. The governing body is the board of &i%@e%évﬁg
vhich is composed of both nationals and North Amerdcans who
- are sometimes appointed by the outgoing board, although more
frequently elected by the members of this secliety, Payment
of a nominal fee is usually the only reguisgite for ingtie
tute membership, which entitles the person to participate
in activities,; to vote in elections, and to receive zihréry
privileges. In most cases the president of the board ig a
national, while the director, or executive secretary, of
the institution 1s generally a North American, who serves
as an employee of the he&ragé The executive setcredary and
staff members recruited in the United States ave reocipients
of grants awarded by the State Department, This personnel,
commonly referred te as grantees, is selected by Washington
on the basis of specific qualifications, among whieh are a
broad educetional background ineluding the appreciation of
foreign and domestie cultures; a suitable personality; a
gsingere econvicetion and belief in the program, and desiges
nated foreign language requirements, Before the grantees are
sent t0 the respective centers, an orientation coursse is
given in Washington. This consists of intensive work in
linguistics and cultural anthropologys and new methods and

6+ E@mﬁnﬁ Re Murphy ”@eaperatian with Cultural Qemt@rs
in Other Ameriean Republics," Department of S
tin, 17 (October 26, U %&?)g Pe BOH.

F--1 :' ."Q
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technigues in teaching English are ebservedy7 Oceasi@ﬁally
grantees have been enrolled at a university for the purpose
of observing the teaching of English to foreigners. Such was
the case in July, 1951, when the group was enrolled at
ﬁ@lﬁmbxa Uﬁiversity for one week, -
@ther phases which demonstrate the bi«national character

of center ﬁeveiepmeﬁ%'ares the program of activiﬁies, acaw

countries are re@resented, and the financial aspect, in that
the centers arg largely self<gupporting in local expenses;
with the Statéjﬂﬁpﬂﬁﬁm&ﬁﬁ providing administrative personnels

supplying %caké and materials, anﬁ?a@aasiana$my‘manetary aid,

Finally, these nom~political; nonereligious, and nonw-profit
institutes have been established for the same basic reasont
to promote a beitter understanding and ¢loser cooperation by
inereasing the tles of friendship between the United States
and the other Amerlcan Republiess

' To achieve this goal, it has been necessary to employ
several devices, which can be voughly classified into four
general categoriest the teaching of English programj
library activitles; informational, cult

raly and educational
offerings; and cooperation and assistance in the projects

of the United States informational and educational exchange
pﬁ@gﬁamgg In facty the centers have been deseribed as being

7a U, S‘ @epartmenﬁ‘afvﬁtate. Division of Cultural Coopera«
tion. ?; L Be -A=;_ 7 « June, 1951), ps 21+ (Herew

Y
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‘a combination of scheol, library, ¢luby and andiﬁ@rium,9

Probably the m@stAiﬁp@r%ant vhase eﬁvthig»pregﬁam*is
the teaching of English, The reasons for this are that the
value of the activitles sp@né@meﬁ'by %h@;@@ﬁ%ﬁfﬁtimereaﬁaﬁ
proportionately vith a greater understanding of Bnglish,
and the percentage of selfwsupport én@ finaneial independ-
senes,fesﬁﬁ almost exclusively on the fees charged for these
classes, h

The administration of the language teaching program is
-tﬁ@;?@ﬁpeﬁ@ihi&ity.aﬁ the director of courses, who is ass
signed to the center by the State Department, However,
often there is only one gran%ae at a centery the directer,
who &8 then responsible for the aeval@pm@nt of all phases
of the program, Depending on the size of the center,

.a@ﬁﬁti@aal,gr&mﬁ@ésg'gjr;waiiy'ﬁ@%ﬁiﬁg.@afﬁﬁgligh:%@é@h@rsﬁ

may be supplieds Deecisions and polieles formulated by the
director of couyses must be approved by the administrator
and sanctioned by the bhoard, The duties of the academic
“personnel include the selection of textbooks, the determs
,gnaéiﬁa of courses to be offered, the employment of iﬁ@éliyw
hired teachers, the careful supervision of classes; the
arslnens of sg“éenﬁﬁy‘ﬁhﬁ adminigtration of examinations
wsin short; ev«%rytmng connected directly Wi th any phase

of teaching.

D Dix@n‘Weetexg “Phe Historian as Cultural ﬁ ent®,
iP"eif{g;~l;et ¢Q;, 41 (Springy 1950); p. 167. ’
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_ The direct approach, whlsh employs the lﬁastiyasﬁiﬁle
veference to the native E&agmaga of the studente and whieh
opposes the traditional grammay

wiranslation method, is gene
erally in vogue. The téxﬁ%é@&s‘aﬁ$?ﬁa§&§geé»§§imaﬁi£y for
the tesching of English as & foreign language, Two of the

more camaﬁa $itles at the beginniﬁg level are .Robert Fa
mmmw%ﬁ%xwfﬂ“Wca»awu:~wxw ¥ ;

The inﬁerma&ﬂaﬁs and. aavancea 1@veis iﬂclﬁég ﬁﬁﬁh titias
° Aﬁﬁxeﬁ wxigﬁ@‘ﬁ<L?:fi%3!:¢?§1;;3@agwsg,&na Fames

oral ws&kg varies from two to #“; yeaws. ﬁp@n its sucﬁasﬁé
ful completion certificates or diplomas are sometimes
issued, vhich serve as tangible records of achiovement.,

In some clties these certificates prove valuable in obe
taining a bettér position or mope salarys Subject courses
are offered for the advanced student and vary with the
interests and desires of the clienteles United States
history; American literatuve, English conversation; shorts

musie and art are topics frequently
reguested..

In many centers certain groups, such ss doctors,
iversity students, have asked fop

nursesy lavyers; and ur

and peceived instruction designed according to their spes

cifie needss In Line, Quito, and Medellin elasses bave
been conducted for doctors and nurses, in which proficiency
in medical terminology was stregseds In 1953 the Centro
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Eeuatbﬁiancharteamericapa offered. an advanced course in Eﬁglish
conversation restricted to women, among whom were wives or
daughters of five different foregign diplomats as'WQIl ag sot«
loty matrons of Quito and twe university students, Their pri-
mary interests in perfecting their English were reflected in
the toplcs discussed: buying a wardrobe in New York Clty,
typical Nozth American recipes, interiar decoratian, shows on
Broadway, and American Slang., In the Haitian conter a. class
was orgaﬁized especially for ﬁambers of the taxi drivers‘
union and was succegsfully continued over a period of two
years;ig In Porto Alégre, Brazil, a six months course in
w&ndag decorating was gi§én te-whiéh fifteen.éusiness houses
sent theiy directors,t® Art classes, specializing in water=
colors and drawing, as well as gultar classes, are conducted
in thﬁ{México aitylxnsti%ute.lg These 1illustrations may be
muitiplie&‘man& timess Buffice it to say that the centers
are always willing to cooperate ih.evewy‘way possible to sat«
1sfy student tastes and interests.

Classes in the native language (Spanish, Portuguese, or
French) are given for Americans and ather\foreigna?s reslding
in the country. Natiogal teachers, staunéh supporters of

the United States, are selected to teach these courses.

10.. T ;gg,~ggg;g, 5 (July<August; 1949), pe 32.

11, U. S, Department of State. zé:___m activities of
bi-national centers (July ~ eptemher, 1951)5 pe 5
.Hereafter citea as ﬂ;ugggnma

12, Instituto Mex&cano*Norteamericano de Reiacmanes
Culturales. Program (July, 1953), ps clye
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R@g&iaf‘@l&ﬁﬁ@g in these ingtltutes are scheduled on
‘the average of two or three hours weekly while the intensiw
fied English courses are somstimes glven five times a week,
ii@,bima; sao Qaui@;.aﬁﬁ~3an%iag@5wﬁere large student bodies
are enrolled in courses in many flelds, the resemblance %o a
eollege is striking. Although some classes sre beld in the
morning and early afterncon hours, the burden of teaching
@mmgs after five o'clock to accommodate government and pris
vate employces and technieal and university students. The
fees for the classes are commensurate with the prevailing
gsalaries of clerks and skilled w@ﬁkﬁr9§§3 enabling piace
tically anyone who bas a keen desire to lesrn English te
attend.

These ¢lasses sre open 10 every level of soviety,
giving many students their first sampling of democracy in

B Tn Quito s policemsn and a servant were shaving

aetion
the opportunities offered in & clsogs with a colonel of the
alr force; and sons and daughters of small store proprietors
in Lima sat beside the soclally elites

What type of students can be found in these centers?
An cccupational olassification of the English class enw
roliment in fourteen centers reveals that 26 per cent are

white collar workers, 37 per cent are university or high

13,

ELN 3avxﬁ ﬁelly@r, “around. the Good ﬁ@zghbvz ﬁetwerk;
Rotax LLah (@@bﬂaw, 3-951}9 Ps 32.
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géh@a& students, 8 per cent housewivesy U per cent teachers,
6 per cent professionals (including doctorsy lawyers, etes)y
3 per cent $@@¢ia$$$%s and technicisnsy § per cent businesse

.meny and 1l per cent miséeiian?*{iﬁ@l@éiwg.a@tiats@'miiitaﬁyg

lgborers, writers, e%6:)e1? Prom this breakdown it can be
noted that every stratum in soclety is repregented with the
exception of the farming class, whose @@Siﬁ&@n'is~lit%ia
better than that of the serf in the widdle agess

Wise adpinistration of the academlc progrem depends
on the caveful gselection of imstructorss The grantee
staff, those North Americans supplied by the State Depari=
ﬁ@aﬁg'@ﬂ%%'%efs&pp&ém@ﬁﬁaﬁ by personnsl hired loeally.

The American colony geldom yislds sufficient capable and
interested part«time toachers to meet the demands, There«
fore, it 1s nedessery to employ nationals. Theseé are
selected for their mastery of Bnglishy teaching skill, and
friendly attitude foward the United States. When poassible,
however, North Americans are selected to £1ll these vesancies
on account of their accents and for their interpretations of
United States eivilization,

A diveot outgrowth of the successful English program
has been the development of seminars for national teachers
of Englishs Retognition of the limited enrollment possibiliw
ties of the regular classes has resulted in emphasis being
placed on this activity, Seminers are designed primarily

15, Data ﬁurnﬁg&a@ by the Division of Libravies and
Institutes of the Department of 8tate, based on a
survey wade in 1950, See appendix neos by
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to improve the quality of English teaching in the Latin American

schools by presenting new techniques, metheds, and materials
developed in the United States, and, also, simltanecusly to
increase the sphere of influence of the United States. In
1951 seventeen geminars were conducied at the cultural centers
with an enrollment of 951 local teachers, who in turn teach
100,000 native Stu@@ntggig

Seminars in all bi-nationsl institutes follow much the
same basic pattern. Usually the Ministry of Education coopers
ates closely with the center and has passed various decrees
supporting this projects In Bolivia attendance for teachers
of English s mandatery, and in several places the programs

of the seminars have been offieially adopted. i San Josk,

Costa Rica, the teachers of English attending this session
receive one year's credit for retirement purposes, while the
Guatemalan Hinister of Eduecation gave merits for attendance
which carricd aaﬁema%i@'saiar?‘@ai$$$@18

In recegnition of the work doné by the centers in this
field, travel grants have been presented amnuilly by the
0ffice of Béucation. and the State Department to the outstands
ing seminar participantss These awards provids for a peried
of study and practical experience in the United States and

serve as an added incentive for better vork on the part of
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the students. When necessary, cash grants for supplies,
galaries, end other expenses are made %o the center by the
United States governments Occasionslly a prominent lacturer
is furnished who leads discussions and gives classes during
these sassﬁamgi In Jamuary, 19%9, for iﬂ@t&ﬁéé@ Rre Xy Govden
Brown, professor of modern languages at the Georgia Institute
of Technology, was sent to participate in the summer seminar
in Lima, while the noxt year Dr. Edd Winfield Parks, professor
of English st the University of Georgla, sérved in the same
capacitys

This official recognition is worited by the careful
planning and execution of the seminars, vhich are presented
anmuelly during the school vacation periods, Classes are
divided into beglnning, intermediate, and advanced levels
in which conversatien, promunciation, composition, grammar,
and language 1&%@@&%@&i¢ﬁ,&t@~@f@@@aé@%§\~ﬁon$taﬁﬁ~us@ is
made of tapo recorders, slide projectors, and viewmasters
as supplementary aids, and wovies, leetures, round table
aiscussions, snd panels ave popular vays to imcrease the
kaowledge of Englishe A DUll social end cultural program,
including art exhibits, concerts, teas, and dances ecomplee
ments and relieves the intense nature of the academic phase,

.Offered exclusively for natlopnel teachers of English,

19, Kathleen Chase, "Ihey Speak English in Perd,"
U, 8, Department of States Field Hevorter, 2
{(Fuly - supgust, 3-953)5 Ps 304 ‘
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these seminars welcome students from the hinterlands as well
as those from the e¢ities. Two monks from ths “sierra® of
Perti heard a radic announcement and traveled one hundred and
five miles by mule to the nearest ralilvoad to attend the
' English classes in Lims,

The only expenses borne by the sé&d@mﬁ for thls instruce
tion are for board end room. In Guatemsla this was pald for
out=ofwtovn teachers by the Miﬁiﬁﬁﬁ&‘ﬁf'ﬁdﬁ@&%i@ﬁ&gﬁ Free
instruetion is an éxtremely important factor becanse teaching

salarieg in La%in.Amawiﬁan,emunﬁrﬁaa are oftentimes below the

subsistence levels Many of the teachers endure great finane
¢ial hardships to gain further instruciions A student from
Arequipa transported hig wife and three children to Lime
where they pitched their tent om the beach and lived under
ﬁh@ most primitive eonditions for ﬁh@-&ﬁraﬁi@n‘ef*the geminar.
Others sacrificed this period, ﬁ@rmeély&evataé to working.
and thus supplementing their meager earnings, in order to
study.

The suceegs of thig project is measured best by the
$a%iafa¢%i@m'af'i%s gtudents, Gemuine -appreciation and
¢tornal gratitude are expressed im the following statements:
91 want you to know and I want you to tell yaﬁw'@sagla that
we teaeﬁ@ra are going all over Perd and tell our people what
the United States is doing for us," "North Americans really

“want to hslp us. 7They are not interested only in our country's

20. The Recordy 6.(Ma?¢hjm’ﬁpwi%§ 19503, ps 29,
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resources. They are kind, friendly, and interested in the
welfare of our p@@plﬁﬁﬂgi Others evinced surprise that syme
pathy and affection could be personal traits of "norbesmericanoshel
as well as "latinos,'23 |
%eéehimg English as one means of achieving botter relations
ships has proved effectives The British goverpment, by the

purchase of the copyright for Basic English

for which they paid
$92,000, or an average of $108 per word, has demonstrated ifs
Swareness of the importance of this aétivi%yaé& Leonard Ross
v in Bahia, Brazil,
gupports this attitude in arguing that the number of people who

Klein, late director of the Bi-national cent:

-speak English snd appreciate the American way bears dlrectly on
the security of the United S%at&szin~§h$~w@fiésgg This theory
Bas been seconded by Ruth MHeMurry and Muns Lee in these wordss

2%+ Comdunicated teo the writer.

28. The terms “norteamericanos®, “gringo", Americans, and
florth Americans have beén &aeé.by thﬁ wrlter to refer
to citizens of the Tnited Btates.

Z3. These sentiments were heard by the writer during the
last weelr of the sgeminar in Lima given from January 7 =
February 2, 1951, If any adverse comments were mades
ané unﬁeub%eﬁly there were a few, they were not

mpnicated to the writer or any other staff membets
or friends.

2ﬁ§'v Ua s» C@ﬁgf’“@ss ©

§w3$a ef.ﬁ@pﬁ&ﬁ@ﬁtativea.‘ ad
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It seoms to be a convietion generally aceepted
by the CGovernments whieh have furthersd long-
torm programs, that among the nmeasures used to
build up peace none has proved moré succegslfule
that for the same investment of mind and tressure
noene has proved nearly so success! ulweas the
culturagl reﬁatﬂt@as PPOSYOm » «

The 1ibrary progran developed in the. bi~national
;ing friends and

inistitutes plays an important role in tuin
Anfluencing people.™ The prominéent location of the iibrary
in the establishment, where it occupies one or more wells
lighted roomsy inviting in appearance and ¢asily actessible,
substantiates this significance; Designed exclusively to
carry out the aims of the G@ﬁ%@ﬁ&@g? the ¢oliectlon conglsts
chiefly of the following: reference books, including
encyclopedias, ﬁi@%ﬁ@ﬁa&ies, and handhooksi a file of current
American periodicalsy a limited selection of government
documents and pamphletss and representative titles of American
fiction and nonefiction in both English and translatiens into
the natlonal languages

The collectiens vary in size from a few hundred to mope
than seven thousand books, and a @ governed in their growth
by congressional appr@p%&&tiaas% pbysleal space; scopey and
Aloeal demands The ¢hief £uﬁ@tiaﬂ‘@£ the libraries is to
digseminate knowledge; not preserve 14,28 The original dona=

26, MeMurry and lee, op: &

27« Josephine Fabilli, "Lihrarxes in United Statep Galturai
Centers iﬁ the @th@r American Fapmhiie$§“ Ihe :
2 (June, 19463, p. 10,
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tione, vhich contained between five hundred and one thousand
volumes each, were gelected by the American Library Associas
tion with funds provided by the Coordinator of inter-American
Affsirs and the State Department. In 39%%@ again with the. aid
of the American Library hssociatieon, books were sent %o the
centers from the State Department's "Books for Latin America

Project." The Library of Congress sent limited gifﬁg in ex«

change for cultural materials published in the Latin American
countries, At present the budget prepared by the State Departe
ment contains a2 general allotment for the purchase of United
States publications to bé selected by the center divector
upon the recomuendations of the other staff members. Additional
bosk packets composed of current titles are sent regularly to
keop the collection up-to=date. Provision is alsc made for
the purchase of 8panish, Portuguese, or French translations
of North American suthors as well ag represeéntative wmékg
written in and about the host eountry., Newly established
centers, furthermore, receive similar initial donations.
Pplvate institutions and learned socicties, such as ths
National Gallery of Art, the Pan-Amsricen Unions and the
Amepican Geographical Society, have contributed to enltural
center iibraries by participation on an exchange %asi&agg
Organization of the bhook collaction is indispensable

for efficlent opsration, Whenever financially possible?

29, Eadiey s QB et*} P 1555*3»55'&,
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professionally traeined personnel lg recruited for this
w@rk*gﬁ or, failing this, itinerant American librarians
have been detailed by this govermment. The State Depart-
went slso furnishes the 1aﬁwﬂrwea with Library of Congress
printed cards and ossentisl suppii@s and eqﬁipﬁ&nﬁa3l The
Dewey decimal subject clasgification system is followed in
addition to other standard American library practices.

The @@ﬁﬁéx'lihraﬁy i8 virtually a United States public
library in minlature and as such serves as a model or laboras
tory for the study of library @ﬁanwmy;BQ The trained
librerian is responsible for the instruction of national
assistantss Upon reéguest she scts as a2 consultant for
locgl institutionss Frequently courses in this subject are
offered in seminers.

The evolution of the modern public libravy is one of
Amorica's unique contributions to civilization and its
pregentation in the Latin American centers is noteworthy.
Lending libraries ave practically non-existent south of
the border; in facty in many cities they may be found only
in the cultural institutes, For the Lotin Americen it is

congsidered g rare privilege to be able to take a book

36@ ﬁnrl A Sauer, “§1braries in Our ﬂuitarai Program,”
Smexicen Lihrary Asspeistdes Bulletin, %1 (October 1,

31, i*ﬁ&rnhyy R+ & tog pe 8074
32, Greene and Eatsman, 0D+ 2itey be I
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h@mﬁ»far two weeks, and he guards this prerogative jealously.
- Consequently,; contrary to popular belief, the book losses
in these ﬁ?gan&zation$w&r@‘smalier'ﬁhan'tﬁaa@ exparienced by
publie libraries in our gountry.Sd

Reference work is also emphasizeds Local groups,
organizations, and individuals are served iﬁ-th@ir-éagaasﬁsg
It is estimated that more than 35,0“@”@ questions about
the United States are answersd annaally.3“ Typleal quesgs
tions inelude: How are the Indians and negroes treated in
the United States? What do you have on the eultivation of
citrus fruits?

What forms arve acceptable in weiting a
letter in English? Do you have a book on reinforced cons
crote structurs? Whe is considered the father of modern
American architecture? Have you & brief biography in
Spanish on Abraham Lin
American university is considered the best for the study of

coln op George Washington? What

hotél management?®

kn essential part of each library is its prominent dise
play of current periodicals, This is undoubtedly the m¢3@
popular section, a place where old and young alike can

-enjoy the pletorial magazines, which expose them %o the

American way of living regardless of the extent of theiy

EL




knowledge of Engliﬁﬁ;

ﬁaéh:iﬁsﬁituﬁe also boasts of a "dlscoteca', a recerd
collectiony which is often shelved in the library and which
ﬁ%?‘@i@@ﬁl%@é to memberss Piano, vé&a&, and orchestral
scores may be obtained sé weiz.as~%he'mére-pﬁpuiaﬁ hwerdean
song books.

Fram@ﬁing the use of the library is probably one ﬂf“thﬂ'
least satisfactory agpéets of this programs Many weasures
are devised to publicize its services: .iikﬁéry“iegﬁﬁ@es are
given in the clagses, instruction in 4%s wuse 18 offeredy ex~
tension services ar¢ advertised, book exbibits are conspics
uously and a%@@a@tivéiy*@isﬁiay@ﬁ@ reviews are written for
loeal newspapers,; and story hours foy children are initiated,
@h@-iﬁgﬁz&@%ivi%yﬂmﬁﬁ%iaa@@'waﬁ~an outstanding success when
introduced in Lima. Scheduled every other Saturday morning,
the children®s hour

games, and movies. The average attendance was almost sixty

gonsisted of story«telling, sir

y@a&gsﬁ@&ﬁ@ and through thelr emthusiasm many parénts bes

Pae

came ardent menberp

The needs of special groups are taken into consideras
tions In Porto Alegro, for example, dupliecate library

books are cireulated to various schools. Honduras has exs
@&ﬁﬁﬁéliﬁs libravy serviees to include outeof+town members
14 records
ated outside of

the capital. These eollections are usually sent by truelk,

by regularly sending selected packets of books ar
to mining tew

ng and American schools situ
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although one mauntainischooi-rgeéives these shipments by
mﬁlaapack¢35 In Rio de Janeiro books are mailed to labor
.groups and individuals in outlying districts, Translated
copies of government publications on industrial safety,
health care, and similar subjects ave used, In valparéise
one month was dedicated to the medical profession, and
significant medical books were displeyed. Duplicate
copies were presented to the Valparaiso Medical SOeiety£36
The'results of thess efforts are ancauraging3? demonsgtrating
that the library, program 1s a valuable, integral part of the
cultural centeréa

Informational; cultural, and soclal activities attract
many Latins and North Americans to the center who are not
- especially interested in the teaching or library programs.
The diversified nature of this asﬁeet reaches waried sec«
tors of the populatioﬁ,

Lectures, which relate to various aspects of American
life, civilization, and culture, are presented regularly by

American center persommel. Scholars, diplomats, sclentists,

35. QNeusnoteg (July « September,‘l951)g Pps 11=l12,

36. U, 8. Department of State. .Launching the Campaipn of
Iruths Second Phase Sevanthse&i*aﬁﬁﬁgf Report ofgg
the Secretary to State to Congress on the International
Information and Educational Exchange Program, Jamuary 1
to June 30y 1951, Publication no. 440l (Washington:
The Department, 1952), p., 20. {(Hereafter cited as
Launching the Campaisn of Irath: Becond Phasel

37s Bee appendix no. 5 for library statistics,
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artists, businessmen, ﬁeaehers, and specialists traveling
‘abroad also participate, On theé other hand; phases of iifad
in the host country are treated by loeal intellectual leaders:
and specialists, In Lima eaé year, a geries of lectures
was sponsored which was’yaf%iaﬁlarly.@mﬁsﬁaﬁ&ingg This
series, given in Spanish, consisted of two themesy ¥ Conoce
Ud. a los Estados Unides?" (Do you know the United States?)
and ",Conoce Ud. al Pert?® (Do yaa*kaewwpat??a The first
theme was presented by various leading national figures
who had studied or lived in this ecountry, while the second
theme featured Peruvian authorities in fields of art,
rusic, history, archacolegy, literature, e¢te. |

Thege discourses given by local authorities are often
augmented by the State Department in its visiting lecturers
program, which was initiated in 194%7. Five outstanding
professors and one composer were th@-fﬁ@sﬁ'%a‘ba named in
this capacity. They werei Arthuy Si-ai%@ng_prafasgawwaf
ﬁispamia;Americaa history at the University of Michigan, who
lectured at th¢-cemtraAcelamb@?Amexiaane in Bogothdj Robert G.
Caldwell, desn of humanities of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, was in Lima from June 1 to October 1i Kenneth
J, Connant, professer of architecture at Harvard gﬁiﬁ@?ﬁiﬁyg_
wis sent %o Rle de Janeiro and Buenecs Alres during the period
of June 3 - September 22; Willisnm B. Hesseltine; professor
of history at the University of W@Sﬁ@ﬁgﬁng was in San José,
Costa Rica, and Guatemala for six months; Philip W. Powell,
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agsistant professor of history at Northwestern University,
was assigned to Quito, Heuador and lateér Santiago, Chiles
and Asron Copland divided his time betveen Rio d¢ Janeiro
and Buerosg Mi‘%agg Thi& poliey has been continued %o the
present time,

Round table discussions, panels, and organized debates
have been introduced to encourage the prineiple of free gives
andwtake 80 raré in some countries Ysouth of the border,"
Aspects of Amerlean life have been the subjects for bie
monthly discusslons in the Carscas éeﬂ@erg39: Featured
topies included "Libraries in the United States," "Folk
Muslec of the Americas," "The Amerlcan Charactery" "Aspects
of Pan Americenismy" "Sarly Amerlcan Art," "Bdgar Allen
Poe," etc,

Radlo has been increasingly important in recent yearss
Veekly programs sponsored by the centers range from serious
diseourses to light, informal talks« In Concepcilng Chiley
the institute broadcasts a fifteen-minmute period of informase

tion and mms&g;§@

38, "Amsriean lecturers to Viait athe? Amarieaa Re§ubiies,
Department of State Bulletin, 16 (June 8, 1947

L‘»GO y .




An educationsl halfwhour program consisting of four

djvisions geaﬁufiﬁgAgammbm:éﬁlﬁﬁﬁa& factors between %raéil
and %hiﬁ,ﬁﬁaﬁt&y; mﬁgieal Q@&@@tﬁ@ﬁgﬁ'EQWQ of cultural events
in the United States, and notices of center activities has
sration wvith the
Ministry @f'ﬁ&&@@%&ﬁﬁ#gif Brief, informal talks were delivered

beon presented in Rio do Janeiro in eooy

in PorteausPrince, Halitiy which portrayed the more popular
agpects éfjiife’ﬁﬂjﬁhézﬁﬁi;ﬁ§ $ﬁ&ﬁ$Q§ é@gﬁg S&p@ﬁmaxk@§$§
211572 and lectures given in the Santiage
Center were recorded on tape for use in their radio programs,’
Probably the most ambitious radio undertalking was a
tenemonth series of bisveekly English classes sponsored by

television, and baseb

the eeﬁ%ey.ﬁn.Lima;wﬁthAﬁﬁ@~@@@p@§ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ,¢f the Ameriscan
embgssys This was broedeast free thye

ighout Peru by six

radio stations. Lessons a@gﬁmp@gyﬁag'%ha broadeasts appeared
in seventeen newspapers throughout the republies The corress
pondence, which netted hundreds of letters a week, was answered

y \ o - | | o
by a secretary employed expressly for this purpose. The

uecess of this broadeast won meny new friends for the Instituto.
Publieity has elso been achieved through hulletins published
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by the centers. A complete calendasr of events for a particular
period ie issued by institutes in Hexico City, Guadalajara,
Lima, Guatemala, Médellin, Santiagd, and elsewhere.

A 1i%erary;par;adicai in Spang;h called ”Ipna}" fgatnrw
“ing articles contrituted by board members, grantees, and
others, 15 a bienonthly publication of the Instituto in Lima.,

The slmost unxVarsai arpeal of art makes ﬁhﬁs ‘an ideal
¢ui§ural.agent. Exhibitimns of’ ﬁmeriaan and national werks
éétrécf'many_to the cultural centers. a.apllaction of res
1‘p;edu¢ti0§3 of famous American paintings was$ presented to
each center ta-stimulat@:&ateres% in Américan art. These
are usad for exhibits and also for decoration in eiéss@_
rooms and lounges, ‘Traveling exﬁibits, inéluﬂing originale
by Gaoﬁge éeilcws, Rockwell Kenty Adolf Dehn, énd'éaérga
Overburyg, %h&'?eﬁerai Art Projects prints, and original
.watercelersy have been veceived with great @nthusiaam.k%
A portion ef’%&a Rosenwiald eaiieetian of niﬁataenﬁh cenw
tury Frenah prints wvas sent te aeﬁtaws at Eabana, Rio de
Janeire, sio Panio, M@n@avi&eo, Santiago, Cannepcien,
Lipa, Bogota, and Mexico City. In Carscas the Centro Culs
tural Venezolano=Anericanc was proud to announte an exhis
bition of water eelors and lithographs hy-Adolf ﬁehn, who
-was in'Venezuala under the auspiaes of the atan&ard oLl

Company. Natable Venezuelan critics and painters attended
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this exﬁih&ﬁioﬁ@%ﬁ'-ﬁ@@@r%ﬁﬁiﬁiéa'afa'&$ﬁe glven %a'wﬁzﬂvfﬂ
aptists to axhibit thedw work,
;;#%héﬁm@?@@ @xﬁi&ﬁ%afcf?@h@%@gwaphgﬁ‘hﬁ@k@jgﬁd*b@@ﬁ

making, and displays of handicrafis are a@wgyglyagaaa?@'_

Carlos Herreray an serisl photographer for the Venezuelan

Hinlstry of the Inbtevior, gr@ﬁ@ﬁ%@d bhis ﬁh@tﬁgraphie

prints in the cultural ceater at Garaeas.””
~guther of Four F@*fﬁffﬂl7*ﬁfLﬁﬁf
a &ecﬁufe on the Guatemalan Indian textiles and also

Lily de Osborne, oo

shoved boautliful rare handvoven gavments, The wajority of
the centers reported enthuwiastie response in the sxhibis
“tdon of the United States housing study collection which

ves supplied by the

State Department. Congidered a leading

event in Santiago, this display sttracted over 18,000
vigiters im five veckss In commectlion with this event
several local organizailons; ineluding the Chiledn -
Engineers Assocclation and the Chilesn Housing Adminigteas
tion, presented a series @g'i@@%ﬁreﬁ,@ﬁgﬁﬁ@ﬁiﬁé@%ﬁ$%£%?
iahibits have not been confined te the lecale of
vitiba,

these ingtitutiong, Ong of the best stores in Cu

3*5‘ {}y@@ﬁ@ﬁm E;;smam L2 mﬂs Be &7.
W6, Ibid
W7,
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Brazil, permitted the use of its windows and assisted with
the arrangement of & showing of children's booksy and
windows of a downtown shep in Rosario, Argentina; %ers
donated for the aisplaﬁ of work done in the texti&a‘painﬁﬁ
ing ¢lass c¢onducted in thekaenterg |

Many people are drawn to the centers by the musie pros
gram. Xach conter has a record 1ibrary éf approximately |
400 albums, which range from symphonies to jazz and inelude
represenﬁative American compositiong: The eénters are
aquippeé with radiosphonograph combiﬂ&tiﬂha and ligstening
rocms‘where réecords can be played, Many of the libraries
circu;até the records for home use. Fraquent record cone
eerts are held, introducing works of American composers
such as Samuel Barbeér, Willlam Schumann, and Stephen Foster.
Idve concerts by leocal American snd siational artists are
presénteds In Fortalesza, Brazily the U. 8. 628th Army alr
Forces Band vas prosented in a concert unde¥ the suspicss
of the center which attracted 12,000 ?G&EQﬁSihg Numerous
orchestral and instrumental scores and band and planc
arrangements of classical and popular pieces are avallable,

The use of documentary £ilms bas helped to dispel the
fantastic ¢oncéption prevalent in Latin Amerita, that all
North Americans are rich, materialistic, immoral, and fun-
seeking inﬂiviﬁualswgo The origin of this "appraisal® un-
48, HNewgnotes (July - September, 1951); p. 13-l
49, Greene and Esman, gp. ¢, P 17.

50, Hellyer, ops git., pe % and Klein, op. git., p. %68,
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doubtedly stems from the Hellywoe@ movies, which are taken
as true pietures. The documentary films are loaned by t§e
-American embassy to the centers, where a “movie" is shown
an average of once a weeks Repregentative film titles are
t8aludos? (Greetings) "la cludad del radio' (Radic City)
81 arte de pescar” (The Art of Fishing) "Bl Imperio Inea”
{The Incan Empire) Y"Acero; esclave d%l hombre® {Steel,
Man's Servant) and "Primera Cﬁnﬂewenﬁia Panamericana®
(The First Pan Americen @enfarence)asi

Clubs of every desc¢ription ars fostered by the centers,
vhich serve as foecal points in the gravitation of common
interests. Camera fans, little theatre projects, 3kiiné7
enthusiasts, glee clubs, athletic teams, dance bands,
hobby groups, and snaial'alu%s:ali encounter sympathetic
guidance at the centers, Cooperation in these activities
is iﬂvaluable in Latin America hecause school schedules do
not include extensive extrawearricazar programs such as
are found in the United States.

A full scheaule\ef‘séeiai events, inciuding teasy
luncheons, receptions, dinners, and dances 1§ also planned.
These may be glven 0 celebrate a speclal event, to honor
an outstanding person, American or national, or simply te

bring people together on a friendly, informal basis, Cons

51 U, 8, ﬁepartmeﬁt of Btate. Coopera in the Americag,
Report of the Inter»éepartmeatal SQmmittea on acientifie
and Cultural Cooperation, July, 1946 - June,; 194y,
Publication nos 2971 (Uasnington. The Degartment, 19473,
p. 7B, <(Hereafter cited .as Coonperation in the Americas),
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versational hours are popular and intended to provide oppore
tunities to practice English outslde of the classroom, One
Yyery successful aaﬁiﬁiﬁy in bresking down gocial classes
‘between nationals as well as between Latins and Worth Americans
18 square dancing. The pragtice of democracy in these gathers
ings is perhaps the most exciting and most promisging note in

these countrieg,; class~ridden for centuriess

The cultural centers ald the programs sponsored by the
United States Information and Bducational Division in many
vayss. In the seholarship and exchange~ofwpersong activities
conducted by this division, the institutes assist the embassy
by publicizing scholarship opportunities and processing come
pleted application forms: It is the center's resvonsibility
to interview all candidates, and administer the Engligh proe
ficlency examinations. These are then graded by institute
personnel and submitied to the Aferiean embassy., This
aﬁaomma&é%iam is provided for all United Btates gﬁVevﬂméat
@fﬁieea:anﬁ alse private institutions an&Aexganizgtionsqga

The genters also provide the langusge training and
orientation necessary before a student leaves his ecountzy.
This adjustment for living in the United States is obiained
in the English classesj in the library, which has an exten-
glve colleetion of e&ll&ge catalogs and college handbookss
and in the cultural and so¢ial programs, which include

lectures in English on phages of Ameriean life, doeu

nentary

52. Iyo Way Strest, p. 8.
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movies, and informal soclal contacts with North Americns,
Generally, there exists an active alumnd group, ¢omposed of
former students who have studied in American ﬁniversities;
These groups, with headquarters in the institutes, act as
interpreters of American life to future aspiranﬁs.gg

In like manner, North Amsricans, whether they be students,
tourlasts, or newly-arrived residents, are given ﬁppoﬁtuﬁity'ta
orient themselves to a nev country and a new manner of living
by frequenting the center, There they can take advantage of
clagsses in Spanish or Portuguese, absorb national customs
through assoclation with Latin Amerlcans, and accuimlate a
knowledge of the country by availing themgelves of library
“privileges, The 1ibrarian assists the Unlted States informg-
tion program by answering many guestions referred to her by'
the embassy. Information ig located for speaches and reports
as well as for newspaper articles,

The biwnational organizations are also helpful to the
International Information Agency by serving as local outlets
for its materials¢5u This agency, in order to countersgct the
worldewide "Hate Americans®™ campalgn instigated by the
Russians and intensified sinee 1951, has directed a major
portion of its efforts abroad in explaining the perils of

53, Murphy, gus cit.y pe 810

S, U. 8. bepartment of State. International Information

. tration, Tenth Semleanmial report of the Becree
‘ary ﬁf S‘ate on the International Information and
BEdueational Exchangs Program, July, 1952 = Decemherz
1952, Publication noe. 5105 tUashingten‘ The Daepart=
menty 1953), ps 37,




Comminisms The "Campalgn of Truth® has been launehed and

Harget arﬁasﬁ have h@am indlcata@,ﬁg Although Latin Anstica
has not beon spacified as one of these areas, neverthelessy
”zhe eﬁ&tﬁt@i-@@g%@f@fh&ﬁ@‘ﬁ@@ﬁ made aware éﬁ the urgency of
this new apptroach.

Often physical guarters are inadeguate for such a
vami@ty;af‘ae%iviﬁiﬁﬁg and practically every center is overe
erowded and lacks space for expansion., With a few exceptions
the centers cccupy s centrally lecated building, which 1s
rented. Usually it is a large private house which has to
be converted to accommodate ¢lasses, lectures, the library
collectiony reading room éné office space. Kltchen faclliities
and tea-raoms are &@giva§%e~agsa@s@ ‘The aeaggh.é@r noderatelys
prised quarters cﬁnﬁr@@tslalm@sﬁ gvery directors

The typical ac¥ivities of & cullural center have been
described as they ave found at the present time, The teaching
of Englishy the oldest and most evident phase, has beon the
gore of the program from which all other activities have
developed ag the situation demended.

The growth of the centers can more strikingly be noted
by a statistical comparisons During a ongwygar period the
Centro Venezolanoefmericanc in Caracas, with very little
charige in the staff @@’@%ﬁfﬁiyééﬁﬁﬁg'niﬁerte&cﬁgﬁssaﬁd five

85 vﬁisam M, ﬁemp%gﬁ "Waging %hﬁ Gamymign @ " Truth,"
Us 8, Department Of States Fipld Reporter, 1 (July -
Aﬁgust, 1952)y p. 9
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administrative employses, doubled its student enrollment
{206 students to 471 studentsd, anlargeé the nuuber of li=
brary volumes by five-eighths (1,585 volumes to 2,46% volumes),
inoreased the monthly library circulation six times (I46 to
91l), and watehed the publie attendance triple (515 to 1,560
ﬁersans).sé

The statistics for the total center program show a
sinilar inereases In 1943 eizhteen bisnational eenters’?
were 1In existenceé as compared to thipty in &951;58 the
Iibrary collection has grown from 25,000 volumes in 39%%59
to 70,000 in 19483 public attendance figures tripled duving
the peri@é 1943 to 19*76@ and inecreased to 735,000 persans
in 195& " and student enrollment was 17,000 in 194352 as
compared to 58,000 in 1951..%3

56+ Grsane and Esman,‘,g. ity pe 194
57, Cogperation in the Americas, p« 76.
58 'ﬁ“”mei7 a‘T“ffgfggfiﬁﬁfé pe 7%

59 ‘Eﬁ?ag?al Briekall “Books ?&Re to the Road"y
Anmerica (Navember, 19843, pe I

Risads vPs ?‘?: 79+

60,
61,

€Thﬁra is a

on gaga 2 sta~e't'héggtudant'anra?fua*%'1@5fﬁlyg”"
1983, w?g 12,000 and by 19%% had inoreased to

Os




CHAPTER

III INPIVIDUAL CENTERS
INTRODUCTION

The preceding chapter entitled "General Growth and

Development of Bisnational Institutes® is negessarily broad
in its approach. The aim of this seetlen is to present a

more dotailed picture of individual organizationsy their

history, and their development.

For this purpose thred centers of varying sizes gitus
ated in different countvies were selstteds The Ingtituto
Guatenaltesosinericanc in Guatemals City eéxemplifies &

medivmsgized bisnational céntery which flourishes in splte

wnfriendly? country. . The Unife
Gultural Brasil-Bstados Unidog in 5o Paulo typifies the
activities of a large, active center, which is handieapped
by inherent administrative diffieculties. Finallyy the
Centro Heuaborianos«Nortesmericans in

. in Quito is an exanple
of 4 small ;insti*m’&es, which is s%mgg&iag to improve its
finanecial conditions
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INSTITUTO GUATEMALTECO~AMERICANO

The Institutoe Guatemalteco-Americano is located in
Guatemala City, whlch is the capital of a Central Amerilcan
republic where nearly two-thirds of the pecple are pure=~
blooéedlgn&ians of anclent Mayan stock, The c¢ity popula«
tion, according to the 1950 census, was\zsk,922¢1

The Instituto began operations in 1946, Hewever,
certain madificétﬁona of the charter were necessary before
afficial recognition could be attained. Through the
combined efforts of the North Ameriecan director, James E.
Duffyy and the Ministry of Education, this revision was
accomplished, which provided for the estahlishient of the
Instituto for a tenvyear period, The government of Guatemala
approved the charter on September 27, 1948, which became the
1lega1 date of incorporation,

The purpose of this organization 1§ to further cultural
relations between Guatemala and the United States. Provie
sion was made for a board of directors, whose membership
included a required pereentage of Guatemalan c¢itizens: The
attanﬁanae at baard meetings of unofficial representatives
of the American embassy and the Ministry of Education is a
maﬁifastatian of the interest in the institutn*s welfare.

1, Guatema&%. ﬂbirecczen general de eaggégstica‘ in§12§
permanente del censos Saxto Gango oblacidn, abr
18 gg 1950 (Guatemala: Imprenta Universitaria, 1953),
P« .
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The director of this operation is a2 United States
State Department grantee., His responsibilities include the
planning and execution of ﬁhe'@verwallapregramg preparation
and administration of the budget, as well as the supervision
of dally activities, Broad decisions and policies, however,
areé subject to review and approval by the board of directors
and the cultural relations attachd, who acts as the liason
botween the American embassy and the antitu%a;

At the present time the State Department supplies this
center with twe additicnal granteesy a director of courses
and an English teacher. The responsibilities of the former
¢amgrias the supervision of the language teaching program
and the teaching of English for six to nine hours per wesk.
The obligations of the latter are teaching a minimum of
fifteen hours of classes per week and lending cooperation
in the development of center activities.

The loeally hired personnel complements the grantse
staff and includes two national librarians, and fifteen
teachers, two of whom are citizens of the United States.

The remaining thirteen are either Guatemalans with a wide
knowledge of English, or North Americans who are married
to Guatemalans and who have lived there a number of years.
There are, in addition, clerks, messengers, and janitors,
all of whom areé nationals.

The teaching of English program, as in all centers, is
the core of the Instituto's work, PBach teacher follows hig
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or her own method, emphasizing the direet method of presen=
tation combined with the phonetic spproachs The principal
aim in all classes is to give every student practice in

conversational works Textbooks used a?e_};ﬁ'

Beven basic courges aré @ff@réi an& & @1p1@ma ig

issued to the student after successful cempletion of these
studies, Advanced classes in English given in the trimester
from September to Wovember of 1953 weres beginning and
advanced copversation, beginning and advanced speech iab@xag
tory (pronunciation), commercial correspondencge, and
boginning and advanced shorthand. 4 ehildvents English
class vas also offered. No formal subject courses were
taughty however, an art ¢

urge for children vas undéptaken
during the school vacabion period in November and Decemberns

Puring the same guarter two clasges in Spanish were
offered with & total enroliment of seventeen; six of whom
were Amevican embassy employees., ©One of the problems has
always been the lack of interest shown in the study of
Spanish on the part of the Americans residing thers;

As a vital part of the English teaching program, seminars
for Guatemalan teachers of English have been offered fot the

2+ For a eamplete list of textbooks currently used by the
Institute Guatemslteco-Américanc, see appendix no. 6a
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last four years. The attendance in the seminar of December
8 » 19, 1952, was forty~six., Intensive classes consisted of:
methods of %teaching, linguistic laboratory, grammar COYrTeCw
tion, conversation, history of the United States, and musiec
of the United States, Iectures pertaining to agpects of
American 1life as well as the teaehiﬁg of songs and games
for use in English ¢lasses sﬁpglemﬁnked formal iﬁsﬁxnctian@3
The seminars In Guatemala have received wholehearted
support from the Minister of Education, His personal repre»
sentative was present gt the opening and ¢losing exercises,
and the Ministry and the astudents were joint hosts at a
-reception given for the American staff. Purthermore, the
official representative of the Minister stated that the
success of this seminar inspired the government to snnounce
plans for similar training courses in all subjects; these
were gcheduled to begin in December, 1950. The assistance
of the Instituto was requested to organize the course of
study in English offered in géve&myaﬁt schnolg. The
Minister, alse, promised to use the Guatemalan English
Toachers' Assoclation, formed by participants in the
"seminar, to help in the reorganization of English 6ﬂ&r$ﬁ8¥%
Classes for different groups have béen arvangedy |

3 EnstitutoIauatema&tecouﬁmaricano@ .7:15'

“ThEics . . . (Gustouaia: Tnstitute Gua;é§%i£éée;
&meriaano, t1952:)5 PP cd%31e

Y, gbg Secoldy 6 {March - April, 3.959); ppe 2728,
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including daily classes for the President's general staff
in the government palace, a ¢lass for the president of the
National Legislative Assembly and a group of eenaﬁars§5
and another for the eémployees of the Guatemalan Institute
for the Advancement of Industry, whe are planning to study
in the United Btates. The Institute also made contracts
-with the Bank of Guatemala, the Cuateémalan government's
Institute of Scclal Security, and the Empresa Eléctrica
to teach English to their emplwyéeSeﬁ
The development of the llbrary progran has advanced
rapldly in the Instituto due to the appointment of grantees
with professional library training. From 1546 to 1949 Mrs,
Harriet SBheeler was the librarian and wasg succeéded by
Rupert Woodward. The organization of the library was
completed under their direction, and reference service was
expandeds Technical cooperation was extended to local
educational institutions for thé organization of their
1ibraries, and assistants were trained %o work in the cen=
ter library.
Considered to be the best organized small publie

1ibrary in Guatemala@?‘it algo has the distinetion of

ga méin’ 22. m‘* p e h"?ﬁi
6, Duo Way Streat, ps 39

7+ "Festering International Understending, Second Semis
annual Repert anAEauaational Exéhaﬁgg, January -

June, 1949," ,':gég
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being the only lending library in that eity.® The novelty
of borroving library books may be illustrated by the reaction
of the assistant librarian of the National Library, who
could not conceal &er‘aﬁazamenﬁlwhen informed that members
-eould not only touch the books but also take them hamaﬁg

The library has substantially augmented its holdings,
membership, and eirculation. In 1948 the British Council
in Guatemala discontinued its asctivities and donated the
major portion of its book collection to the cénter. By
June, 1951y the library conﬁained‘?,860<vomumasin

The membership increased from 81k in 194831 to 1,824
in Cctober, 1953. The only requisite for institute mems
bership for non=gtudents is the payment of a nominal sum,
Students enrolled in ¢lasses are obliged to become members,
for vhich they are assessed one dollar each trimester.
This fee entitleg the indlvidual to enjoy iibrary privie

8: Zvo May Stxeel, pe 39.

9. Charles W, Harrington, The Cultural Centers, Uncle .
Sam's Bid for Frieaﬁshi§ {Unpublished Paper, tniverss
ity of New Mexico, 1952), p+ 15

10. Jaunching the Campaien of Iruth: Second Phase, pe 39.

115'6. s* adVisory Commission on Educational Exehange.
Iradips Ideas with the W Internat | *
, al cehange, Report of the nited
5tates Advisory"amm&ssion on Educational Emchange
January 1 through March 31, 1949, U, 5, ﬁepartment
of State Publication no. .551 (ﬁashﬁn?tonz Govern-
ment Printing Office, 19 v Pe §9¢
cited as Irxading ldeas with the World

Hereafter
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leges, and attend &&1‘a¢t1?1t163§12 Several authors of
national and intérnational fame, Julloc Rodrigo Betets and
Dofia Lily de Osborne, are members, as well as David Vela,
the editor of the largest newspaper in Guatemala.

hibrary:cireulation, likewise, inereased from 5,89k
volumes &n.29h813 to an estimateé_18,600 for 1953, with
fiction titles and pictorial magazines laaéing,the field
és in the etheﬁfcen%erés. -

The cultural and social offerings of the Instituto
GuatemaltecosAmerico for the period from Jammary 1
threugh September 30, 1993, may*be ceonsidered typical of
the activities offered in past ysars, and follows

Typé Namber Attendance
Leectures L 99
Formms 8 .93
Art Exhibits 7 8,200
Music Concerts L 320
Film Showings 24 - 910
Dances 2 14313

The above statistics conclusively show the greater attracs
tion of the entertainmentstype program as contrasted with
the limited appeal of lectures and forums.

124 Insti%u%a ﬁuatemaltee@wAmeriaana. Departamento de
Cursoss JInf i%n, tercer trimestre, 1953
{auaéemalas ;nst-@u%o Guatemaltecauﬁmsricanc, 1953},
Ps 3 »

13« Zrading Jdeas milh fhe Horld, ps 59.
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Featured events for the month of October, 1953, illus-
trate the dilversified and Intensive nature of this schedule,
John MeAndrew, a professor at Wellesley College, gave two
lectures in Spanish, which were illustrated with colored
slides, Hls subjects were: La casa moderna on los Estados
Unidos {?ﬁe Modern House in the United States) and La
pintura moderna en los Estados Unidos (Modern ?aiﬁtiag in
the United States). Patricia Chapman delivered two dis-
courses in English on North American historys Salvader Ley,
director of the National Conservatory, rendered a pilano
recital} and the welleknown artist, Roberto Ossaye,
inaugurated an exhibit of his paintings. Other activities
scheduled vere: two children's hours, one community sing,
and both begimning and advanced square danczngglu

iThe publicity of the Instituto ig conducted through
the meﬁ&nms'af the press and the radics The cénter inserts
paid advertisements in the local newspapers, and veporis
good coverage on-their activitles, Radio announcements
have been much improved this past yea? by the adoption of
a poliey of offering scholarships to all radio announcers
using a script prepared by the institute, Furthermore,
the lending of records to three radio stations for their
broadeasts has helped the Institute to maintain cordial

relationss

14, Instituto Guatemalteco-mmericanc. Boletin del

Instituto Gn
octubre s 4
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An outstanding contribution of the Instituto was its
cooperation with the Comité Nacional de Alfabetizacidn (a
national committes to reduce illiteracy)s An annual book
falr was 1naugura£ad in Sey%embar, 1946, in the National
Palace by the committee in an effort te raide funds for
the promotion of the literacy campaign. Book dealers and
diplomatic missions sold books at éiscaunta. Two stands
were under the auspices of the center: one, for display
ﬁ&rpases, included illustrated books on art, architecture,
eity planning, interior decoration, and chil&reﬁfs‘literaw
turej and the other compiised books and magazines donated
by members of the American colony to be sold at s nominal
cost, ‘and new books providad.by La Libreris Americana for
sale at a 10 perzeent'discaunt; The profits from this
venture wére given to the literacy campaignsls

The prospects for the contimmed success of the Insti-
tuto Guatemalteco-imericano are favorable. Although the
Guatemalan government in récent years has been heavily
infiltrated with Communists; the persomnel of the center
has not given political support to any group, nor expressed
any political opinions: This policy has avoided any exten=
give criticism of the institute's operations, either by
radical or ultra-conservative elements, The govermmentls

attitude of toleration, and even ensouragement, of the

15. Eleanor Lewis, "Books: New Foreign Representatives,”
Library Journal, 72 (March 1, 19%7)s pe 359, |



eenterts activities cannot be fully analyzeds Only conjecs
tures may be ventured, The Instituto was established at
the end of World War IT, when feelings of international
cooperation ran high, when the popularity of Roosevelt was
st11l at its peak in Labin America, and when Russia, as

a recent ally of the United States gnd Cuatemels, was not
our implicit enemy as she is todays The conter may be conw
gi&eﬁe&, by the government, solely as an English teaching
acadeny, and, therefore, harmless in its influsncej or,

1t may be tolerated on political grounds, that is, a handgw
off poliey at this time 4s better than stivring up the
wrath of the powerful nation to the north; or, 1t may be
“encouraged" for économie Yeasong, vagy, direct action
against the cenber would affect tourist and trade activie
ties, which alrveady have been seriously curtailed,

Fagtots which contribute $o the prevalent stabtus of
well=boing of the Instituto arer the organisstion is
financially stable and wholly selfvsupporting in its loeal
expondituress new and more ampia~h@using was sécured in’
September, 1953, to accammodate both the inereasé in
student enroliment and the expanded activities; the Ministry
af‘Eﬁ@ﬁé%%ﬁﬁ, the American embassy, and other orpganizationg
and institutions have cooperated fully with the institutes
and, finally, the entire staff of the center, both Guabew

melans and citizens of the United States, have shown an

active interest in and support of ite programs
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UNIAO CULTOURAL BRASIL~ESTADOS UNIDOS

The Unifo Cultursl Brasil-Estados Unidos has the dis-
tinction of being the largest ecenter and, probably, the mosh
active in Latin America. 1%t is located In S3c Paulo; a
thriving center of agriculture and industry, which is somew
times ¢alled the "Chicage of Bouth America.” Forty pey
cent of its 2,198,096 psople are ﬁ@t@ignwbarn,lé This
institution, founded in 1938 by professors of the Univere
gity of S3o Paulo working with friends of the United States,
has been helped by the American Consulsate.

The charter of the Unigo differs radically from those
of the e%heﬁ centers in one major respect, €.2+y the exeou-
tive secretary (director) must e a Braszilian. The top
United States grantee has the official title of director
of the department of English, and has complete freedom in
the administration of the academic program, but no authority
and little influence in the other fields of operation.

From a humble begimning with someé two bundred students,
the Unido Bnglisheteaching program nov reaches over six
thousand persons. One half of these are university and
technical students, one fourth are clerks, 15 per cent
belong to the professionsl classy; and 10 per cent are
miscellanecus, including housewives; domestiec employees, e%e.

16, Eﬁasil. Instituto Brasilsire de g@ografia @ @statmstiea.
Congelho nacional de estatistica, Anuario est tice
do Brasil, Ano XIII, 1952 (Rio de aneira; a@rvmeie
Grafico do Institute Brasiieir@ de Geografia ¢ estatise
ti@&y 1953 ), Pe 504
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The basic English program is a simwyear course. The
first four years are devoted o the study of the English
language, while the last two years consist of classes in
Berth American life and literature. Upon successful com-
pletion of the above, certificates are awarded at gré@u&tm@n
axﬁrais@sgly

Interest in learning English is not confined solely
to 830 Paulo. iﬁ~19%%"®y. Jogeph Priviteray direstor of
courses, extended assi&%amee to a cultural institute i
Sorocaba by sending aa instructor from 530 Paulo %o %each
there every week. Similar arrangements have been made for
the townsg of Pﬁwaaiaaha and 830 Jodo de Boa Vistagls

In October, l953g the following subject classes were
taughte¢ musie, history, literature, and shorthend, The
total attendance at these gourses numbered one hundrsd
and seventyesix, Portugusse ¢lasses attracted thirty
peaples

Special interests have alsc been considered in this
program, For example, two ¢lasses vere organized for
B@&%&lﬁan-aﬁmy~ve%@fans:@f the Italian theater of war
who expressed o deésire to learn English gnd know more
about the United States. These ¢lasses featured the use

of mapgy %ex%s, weekly movies, and a discussion forum
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which met twice a mgnﬁh@lg In 1950 the center conducted
tree English classes for faetory workers, which were given
at night in the worke¥s® recreational centers and governs
‘ment §chools, The S0 Paulo Federation of Industries
paid all the azpenses of this project which had an one
rollment of 800 workers, A supplementary program, ine
c¢luding documentary films, lectures, an& exhibits, was
also arrang@dgzé

For & mumber of years thﬂ;@niﬁédiﬁ»Qaapsxaﬁi@nlwiﬁh
the Department of Bducation has organized a seminar for
the national teachers, In 1949 Fifty~five Brazilien
%eaéher& of English, twenty-three of whom had atteéended
previous sessions, were enrolled. Courses were offered
in Bnglish, teaching methods, American art, architecture,
musle, and history. Certificates were awarded to the
sueccessiul participants, and books were given as prizes to
the best students.?l In 1953 sixty national teachers were
gnrolled in the ammual teacher's seminar,

N
ST

19, Klein, op. gifsy pe 470,

20, U. 8. Eepartmen‘t @f State. Lzunehing { ;
Zrxuths First Phase. Sixzth gemisannual Repo 8

;eeretary of State. %@ Congress on the Xn%efmati@nal

Information and Educational Exchange Program; July 1

to December 31, 1950, Publication no. %3?5‘fWashing%an,

?he Eeﬁa?%msnt 1951), p§_?ﬂ;t (Hareafﬁer‘aitaﬁ as
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The staff for this t¢remendous teaching program is
c@mnasea of forty-four nationals and twenty-two North
Amerioanse. Six of the latter ave brought on conbracts
fzom the United States, the rest being loeally hireds
The makimum enrolled in any class is thirty, the average
being between fifteen and twenty persons: The texts used
" are the Dixon series which emphasize the direct approach
method,

The library of the UniSic is called the George
Washington Library: I% provides books in English about
Brazil, and books in Portugusse about the United States,
as well as the representative collection of works by Novrth
American suthors. In 1942 the 1ibrary contdined 1,200
books which were elassified according to the Dewey decimal
systen with the eollaboration of Professor José Francisco
de Azevedo, vice director of the School of Library Science
of S80 Paules In 1950 the library heldings included
75800 booksy ninety-éight magazines in Portuguese, Bnglish,
and Bpanish,; and ninetesn English and Portuguese aewsgaperSséﬁ

The 1ibrary is a weak phase of the UniZo progrem, which
1s coused principally by inefficient administrations There
is no trained Amorican persomnel, the divectoy of the depart-

ment of English has no jurisdiction outside of the teaching

program, and the national executive secretary has not manis
fosted any interest in the extensive development of the

22, Gléria Jchns@ﬁ Cultural Centers and Their Li%raries
in Latin Amermcan Countries {(Unpublished Master's
thesis, Carnegie Institute of Technology, 1991)y p« 96s
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library. Consequently, capable ﬁixec%ién,aﬁ@,aae@&ate
@rganizéﬁianaxe latking, presenting an exceptionally inferior
genter librarys |

As ﬁ;&eeﬁ results of this condlition, the membership and
cireulation figures in comparison with other centers are low
in proportion to the size of the student body, In 1953 there
were 7,000 members, of whom 6,300 were Unifo students, 675
nonestudent nationals, and twenty-five Americans. The book
eirenlation for the quarter from July 1 to October 1, 1953,
totaled 3,800 volumes, fiction titles accounting
three«fourths of the books loansd: During this same peried

for ovar

2441k reference questions were ansvered.

The cultural and social phases of this center rank
mext in importance to the teaching program. Sinece these
activities are directed by nationals, 4t is felt that the
influence of United States ideas is inadequates The type

nring %ne,qmarter July 3 « October 1,
Number  Attendance

of &vents wfﬁ@wa&,
1953 were:
Type ‘Number  Attendansee

Lectures

Mugle Recitals or Progranms

Soclal Hours

Dances

Song +» Fests

Pieniecs

Bpecial Celebrations or Events
(Graduations, opening ﬁf N ,
01&8$$$g s@minarsg atos ) 5 500

An outstanding serles of lectures was presented in 1950

by a prominent stage designer sent to S3o Paulo on a grant



P
through the State Department., Domald Oenslager, professor
of scenie design at Yale University and the designer for
over one hnﬁér@ﬁ‘aﬁﬁtfifﬁy‘staga productions in New York,
‘lectured on the contemporary theater, His telks weve
$1llustrated wi%h-@iiﬁe&,.an@a&réﬁ:@apaei%y.au&i@mcasg
Bimultancously, books, magaszines, and photographs on the
‘ﬁheatéf'WQfé ﬁﬁ&p&a?@ﬁ@ga |

In 1948 Dr. M. Gordon Brown, professor of modern
languages al Georgla Instltute of Technology, gavé a series
American Poets," "Follklore and Humor in the United Sﬁaﬁeﬁgﬁ
"The Geography of the United Statesy™ VBdgar Allan Poe,"
"Iventieth Century Poets;" “Some Sotlal Customs," "Three
New Englanders,® and "Melville and Walt Whi%maﬁ@ﬂg%

ﬁr%'éxhzbita‘ar@ extremely populary and assistange

of sight lectures at the Uniflos The titles werey MGread

to little«known artiste is not unknowns. A radical departs
ure from showings of famous paintings by welle-known artists
wag the &xﬁibitign~@£ the works of nineteen |
painters ot the Geleria Prestes Mala from April 19 to

ng Brazilian

May 5, 1947 {he center prepared a striking catalog con-
taining short biographies of the contributers. Two

tundred and fifty-one works, including paintings, gauches,

and olls wers progented.

Mach publieity appeared in the

23+ 2 |
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two leading newspapers, the Jornal and the Blario, After
art erities had published their opinions, a series of cone
troverslal articles ensued. This aroused the curiosity
of the publlic, and 50,000 people saw the exhiblt in the
first two weekse. A proposal to air the controversy by
public forums was accepted, vwhich attracted six hundred
people to each meeting. Geremia Lunardelll, a Paullsta
industrlalist, offered cash prizeg towthe participating
artists, which wore awarded at a special ceremony.
Through this exhiblt several ¢of the nineteen artisis
found employment as illustrators of magezines, and many
were accepted in the local artistie airéiesugg Also,
under the sponsorship of the Unido s collection of works
by the famous Brazilian artlst, Lasar Segall, was sent to
New York for exhibition from March 15 to April 3, 1947,
This was the first South American art exhibit to be pre=~
sented in the international exchange series of the Assoclated
ﬁmerican.Artistsgaé

The sweeping scope of the cultural and social program
embraced by the Unifio may be indicated by mentioning a
few of its actlivities. Two teaching felldwships for
American students have been established, providing for
tuition at the University of Sao Paulo and the bi-national

25. Murphy, gp. git., p. 808,
26, The Record, % (March -~ April, 1948), p. 2k,
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cente%, board and room at the center, and a cash grant of
fifty dollars a month, In return the réciplents must teach
six hours a week at the Unifo.?’ The Little Playhouse group
has successfully presented such ambiticus performances as
‘Thornton Wilder’'s Qur Zown and A Hapoy Jourpey.?®
_haﬁe participated in radio broadcasts featuring round table

'tudents

discussions on the United States educational system, amateur
and professional sports, the movies as a. portrayal of
American,lifeg the cooperatlion of hugbends in household
chores, and the economic and recreatlional value of tourism,2?
The‘ﬁublicatiﬁn of texthooks has also been undertaken, In
1948 the center published the following books by Joseph F.
Privitera, director of the department of English: Portralt
of America, a short anthology; and BEnglish and Portugﬁese
versions of the manual, ggglggggx.gg’ﬁggl§gu;3c ' Barliexry
sixteen addresses delivered at the Unl3o were collectively
published under the title Intellectual Life in the United
gtateg.3t

27 HNewgnotes, (July « September, 195l)§ ps Lls

R M e e AR
29+ Ibid., 6 (January - February, 1950); ps 36.

304 miig % (February, 1930'3%, pe 14,

31, Ihe Cuitural-Cooperation Program, 1938 - 1943, p.. 2%.




67

The housing problem of this institution with its
ramiflcations of enterprises should be solved upon the coms
pletion of a nev twenty-story building now in construction,
The plot of land, valued at $300,000, was given to the
center by the state and olty governments of Sad Paulo, 2

The Unifio has received much fres publicity over radio
and television and in the local press, The Comministic
party organs have criticized the institution, while the
non«comministic papers have been encouraging in thelir
praises Dry Milton ﬁiﬁﬁnhawer visited the center on his
recent tour of Latin ﬁmexiea,ﬁanﬁ méntioned the Uniao in
one of his gpesches given upon his veturn. Another dise
tinguished visitor in December, 1952, was the Henorable
Pat MoCarran, semator from Nevada.do

An observation, which has frequently been expressedy
16 that the S¥o Paulo institube, although large and active,
ig not representing the United States adequately in its‘
‘over»all program. Undus Bragilian power and influences
especially exerted by the bﬁa?@*$'se@ge%ggy§ has been
blamed for the poor general administration of the ine
stitute, ineluding the library, the buildings and grounds,
the canteen, and other administrative responsibilities.

33+ Letter: Queﬁti@nn@ira_agm@ by the writer to the
director of the Unifie Cultural Brasil~Estados
Unidos. October, 1953
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To improve this condition it has heen recommended that the
charter be revised to provide for a North American director
instead of a Braziliasn. There has, however, been consider~
able opposition to this proposal from the offices of the
American consul general as well as the Brazilians, It
alst has been suggested that a professionmally trained
librarian and additional grantees be assigned here to
counteract this predominant national influence, However,
to date no action has been takens |

The Unido Cultural, nevertheless, enjoys great prese
tige in 880 Paulo and In all Brazil for these reasonsi
the board members are influential and important peoplej
the large student body (6,000 « 7,000) is active; and
the yearly operating expenses, averaging $200,000, ave
wholly self«financed,

Evidences of the center's respected position as a
leading cultural and educational institution in Brasil
are found in the following offielal acts of recognitions
On its tenth anniverssry, the Unifo was commended in a
resolution passed by the State Assembly which praised the
organization for §QValﬁpiﬁg éu&ﬁargl-§xehanges between the
two countries anﬂffﬁr inereasing thﬁcstu&y of the English
language and of Brazilian and North American Iiterature

in its intellectual a@%ivitiasﬁa% The State Legislature

3%, The Record, 5 (Jamuary, 19%9), ps 17.
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of S&0 Paulo passed a law declaring the Uni3o to be a
publie service institute, which permits &% te seek and res
ceive Btate funds. Simllarly, on April 11, i?ﬁ@_g the
government of Brazil extended f?@@@gﬂi"’é:ﬁ;@fx_; to the ;mxatész@
&efhéwby it ig eligible to receive Foderal funés,35
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CENTRO ECUATCRIANO=-NORTEAMERICANO

The Centro Eéﬁaﬁ@rianeﬁﬁbf%eamawieaﬁb is located in
Quito, the capital of Ecaad@xe The population of this éity
mimbers 209,932¢36 a third of whom are indigenous. Situated
in the Andes, three hundred and five miles from the sea~
port of Guayaquily and at an altitude of 9,300 feet, Quito
had been relatively untouched by modern ecivilization until
the advent of air transportation in the hﬁﬁ&%%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁtiﬁﬁg
and still vetaing much of its gﬁimiﬁivé-anﬁ-p$¢tu§$gqu$
characters

The center was founded towards the énd of the year i@g@g
principally through the efforts of Cavlos Romo Davila, proe
fessor of Bnglish at the Universidad Central and directors
fa&n&&g of %he-?&@hincha.sak@@l§ who had aeeé‘a former
scholarship student %o the United States, Working in
éollaboration with him weré James Madson, a United States
¢itizen from Chieago, Luls Robayod, & university studenty
and two professors @f the Magisterio Eenatorlanoy Vietor
Hugo Romo Davils anﬁ Manuel Crespo Chiribogas The fmmes
diate cause for the foundation of the Centro at this time

was to counteract the enormous efforts and spreading ine

36, Eeuaéorg Ministerio de economia. Eirssa&en\ veneral
de catadistica y censos, JInformacitn Censal (Quitos
Talleres Graficos del Cengos 1952, '
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fiuence of Wazi propaganda. The purposes, however, as
Iisted on the first page of the initial issue (June, 19%1)
of the bilingual publieation of $he center, entitled The

Eeu
tions through th@-%@aghing of English, to establish =
library of books in English, to stimilate contacts between
‘Beuadordans and ﬁarﬁh.Ameriéans and, thereby, to further the
exchange of information regarding the two countries; and

adordan Voige, ware to inerease intersimerican relas

‘to deménstrate the economic necessity of the study of
English,

The instantaneous. succegs of the center ean be seen
by the fact that during the first six months of operation
there were almost three hundred members: The reguirements
for me@bershiﬁ were an interest in the English language
and the United States, and the payment of five sneres
($1.00)s Lectures, movies, soclal affairs, and other
activities were offered in addition to English classes,

The original charter of the Centro Ecuatoriano prow
vided for a board of directors of twenty-one persons; who
gation in
& general assenmbly held each January:; However, this method

were to be slected by the membérs of that organ

of electing board members proved awkward and unsatisfactory,
and the necessary quorum to conduet business was rarely
obtainable, which led %o the revision of this provisions
istry of Education

The revised charter, approved by the Min
in July, 1952, reduced the number on the board from twenty-
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one to six, who are appointed., The board members as of
July, 1953, weras Dr. Enrique aipaiﬁe, a prominent dentist,
who was elected prgsiéent'of the boa%é, Dr. 35?59 Vallar&n¢§
a pediatriecian, Sefiora Piedad ée.Argmi;'thg studeént repre-
gentative, Mr, Horman Warner, second séaréﬁary cf the
American embassy, Mr. ﬁrihnr Friedy; a United States businesss
man in Quito for ninate¢n yaars, and the director of the
“genter. DBr. L. L, Barrett; the public affairs officer of
the American embaséy, atténded the meetings as an ex officlo
member.,

Meetings of the board were scheduled for the second
Monday of sach month at whiceh the director related any past
businass and submitted new polictes for approvals Any
gingle financial expenditure of more than two thousand
sueres (approximately $135) exclusive of rent and local
galarles, had to be endorsed by the board before commitment.
The board, howevér, served prineipally in an advisory capa~
eity, and allowed the director a large measure of freedom
in his administration of the centor,

'The directory a North American grantee; had complete
ragponsibility for the execution of activities, financial
matters, staff seleetion, and miscellaneous problems. He
also taught English three to six hours a week.

From 1951 to 1953 the second grantee was a profession=
ally trained 1ibrarian, who, in addition to her library
responsibilities, taught six c¢lasy hours per week, and
assisted the director wherever necessary. The third member
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of the grantee staf? was the director of coursesy vho wasg
transferred to another center in July, 1952;Aanﬁ vas not
replaced, The staff was completed by the hiring of local
personnsl, among whom were twelve partetime teachews;‘
four Americens and eight nationalsy two seeretaries; one
partwtime bookkeeperj a library assiétantg and two porters
(man and wife).

In Quito, as in the Guatemalan and Paulista centers,
the direet method of teaching is employed in the English
¢lagsess 7The ba%ie courses of three years! atudy are
divided into begihning, intermediate énd advanced levels,
The texts used are Robert J. Dixon's English for the
Foreign~Born, Audrey Wright's gxggﬁgggg‘gg,zgglég, James
MeGillivray's Life With.the Taylors, and the Readers®
Digest Reading Herieg. At the end of the academic year
in July, 1951, the annusl commencement program featured
a talk by Paul €. Daniels, the American ambassador,
Ekits, recitations, and songs in English were presented.
The best students in each section recelved book prizes,
and certificates were awarded.37

In past years ¢lasseés have been offered for the
advanced student of English in United States history, art
and architecture; American llterature, business English,
and shorthand, Although the enrollment in these courses
haa been relatively small, the response bas been gratifying.

37’ W{wa - %ptember, 1953«)1 P 22,
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Individual class enrollment 1s held to twenty, both
a physical limitation imposed by the size of the classrooms
and a pedagogical prineiple where the emphasis is on oral
participation for each students About thirty-tve ¢lasses
ara offered each semester, and the total student enrolls
ment numbers between five and siz hundred, or a cumnlative
annual enrcllment of 1,100,

Classes in Spanish have been offered when the cccasion
demandeds However, thése have not been too successful due
in part to the small American colony. English classes
for ¢hlldren have been taught but these, too, were not
effective, oxcept during school vacation periods; hecause
of the heavy demands of the regular educationsl curriculum,

The cénter 1s always attentive and cooperative in
requests for specific needs in English instruction, For
example, assistance was extended in 1949 to the national
tourist bureau of education in the training of guidess
Free English classes wére given, and the faecilities of the
institute were made availsble for other phases of the
programy including lectures.38 The employees of the shell
041 Company wera also provided wité elasses in the saﬁé
yea‘rs?’?

Beminars for national teachers of English have been
regularly given in cooperation with the Ministry of Educaw
38. Ihe Record; 5 (December, 1949), p¢ 2k,

39.. 2uo Way gtreet, p. 36.
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tion. Because of the difference in school vacation pe:tads;
sessions for teachers of the “sierra® region were given ln
August, while similar courses for those of the coastal area
had to be conducted in February. In 1952 an English
teaching consultant, Edwin T, Cornelius, was sent to the
newly formed center 1n Guayaquil by the State Department
ta,éanaige a geminar, This eliminated the necessity of
conducting one in Quito, and the Guayaquil seasion attracted
a larger attendance through the reduction of room, board,
and transpnrtatiag expensese Political instabllity; caused
by the nresidential election in 3&36; 1952, canecelled the
plans for an Aungust seminar scheduled for Quite. This
activity follows much the same pattérn as those glven in
larger centers. The smaller enfallment permits greater
individual attentlon to students and their teaching problems,
The library occupies the two most attracﬁive rooms
in the bullding. It s readily acaessible, sasily controlled,
and récently refurnished. Its general appearance radiates
a warm welcome, The prineipal drawback ig its insdeguate
gize which handicaps activities: Reading room space is
insufficient for the accommedation of visitors; book
shelves are overcrowded, atiractive exhibits are necessarily
curtalled, and workroom facilities are unavailable,
Intensive efforts have been made to promote the use
of the library. Bach semester classes have been conducted
by the 1librariany who has explained its organization and
1ts functions ap well as the privileges extended to stus
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dentss Correlated c¢lass material hag constantly been
brought to the attention of the teacherss: Announcements
of new books have been read in the claases; and exhibits
have been periodilcally changéd,

Technical assistance in library selence bas been
given vwhenever reguested. During 1952 and 1953 the libraries
of the Bervicic Cooperativo de Bducacibn, the American
School, the Biblioteca Municipal, and the Maternidad
(Maternity hospital) recsived advice and actual help from
the librarisn.

The library of nearly 4,000 volumes has been completely
classified according to the Dewey decimal classification,
The reference section contains three sets of general enw-
cyclopedias: Ihe Encvolovedis Americans, the Gompton's
Flgtuxed Engyclopedis and Fact Index, and the World Books
Handbooks such as the Yorld Almanag, the Information Please
Almanac, the Stalesman's Year-book, Zhe Econemic Almanpac,
and the Handbook 9f Latin Amexican Studiegs and such alds
as the Dictionary gf American W, t;he syglopasdis
of the Seoial Sciences, Who's Who in Ameriea, anﬁm
¥Who in Latin Amsrica. The collection of United 8tates

college catalogs and the volume ‘American Universities and
Golleges; edited by Clarence Stephen Marsh for the

Américan Council on Education, are among the most-used
items in answering questions on feducation in the United
States. ‘

The fiction collection of more than five hundred
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titles is compriged chiefly of standard; representative
American novels with American sattings; ineluding the works
of James Fennimore Cooper, Nathaniel Bﬁwthnrnﬁ; Henry James;
Edgar Allan Poey; and Willa G‘at%xe‘r*

Books on United States hiatory; 11t¢ratara,‘a¢ian¢a;
anéd technology eonstitute the largest peorition of thée none
fiction section, and works on art and architeeture, social
sedentesy and the teaching of English are generously
-gupplied. Sample titles in these ¢lagsifications embrace
the Album of Amexican Higtory, edited by James Truslow
Adamsy A Basic Higtory of the Unlited Stalgs by Charles and
Mary Beard Osear Cargill's Intellectus Americay Ludwig
- Lewisohn's Expression in America, Iiterary History of the
United Slates, edited by Robert B, Spiller, Arf in Ameriea
by Suzanne laFollettey Frank Lloyd Wright‘a g__@gm W
ture, Peyton Beswez&fs,gggggag_;hr.

Glidden's Alx + Deslen, Cons
and Stitt's Wy LeYe
Diseages by Edward Bhodes Stitt,

The Spanish collection centains only a small selection

of books by prominent Eenadorian authors, for it is felt
that a larger, more comprehensive collection would ﬁuplicate
the holdings of national libraries, The majority of titles,
therefore, are translations of welleknown American euthors
including many of those listed previously.

The juvenile section of approximately two hundred
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books is notable for its unususl typography and beautiful
illustrations, which present a striking contrast to the
few inferior children's books published in Latin American
countries; Adults learning English are directed to this
collectiony and children of all natlonalities flock here
for entertainment and enlightenment. On these shelves
may be found Genevieve Foster's George Washington, I M.
Aulaire's Abrabam Lincoln, Louisa M. Alcott's Little Woms
and &A&Wm snd Stories mmw
Carolyn Balley.

Subsariptiena to twe Ameérican newspapers, the Christd

Sclence Monitor and the late city edition of the New York
JBimeg, and more than fifty periodicals are great drawing

cards, Plctorisl magazines are in constant demand, Highly
specialized journals have legs appeal, which can be pértially
expigined by the fact that most pxofesaiqnals‘ha?a in&iviéﬁ
auai subseriptions to technical publications in thelr
respeative fields,

A sméli,pamyhlet collection includes materials pube
lished by the United Nationg, Unescoy the Pan American
Union; departments of the United States and Eduadorian
governments, as well as atiractive booklets distributed by
private American corporations and Institutions.

The iibrary is justly proud of its music collection of
nearly four bundred allums: Classical, populary language,

and childrents vecords are all represented and are greatly
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enjoyed both in the center and in private homes,

The cultural and soc¢ial program includes lectures,
Three prineipal factors have éantr%buted to %hé:éompagative
lack of activity in this field: one, the difficulty in
gecuring adequate audlencess ‘second; thé uravailability
of outsgide lecturers because of geagraphical'fadtors;

1.4, the Inaccessible lecation of Quito, necessitating.
a side~trip from Guaysquil, plus the high altitude con<
siderad; by many, a hardshipj and third, the competifion
offered by the gn@ernmén%@sﬁcnséred‘Gasa de la Cultura
Ecuatorlana which has had an established program of lecw
tures and exhibits for many years.

Some outstanding lectures, névertheless; have been
delivéred at the Centreo. Numbered among thé participants
have been: Dr¢ John G Varnery an assocldte profegsor
of Fnglish at the University of Texas, who spoke on "Modern
American Poets® 4n Décembers 1951, with special attention
devoted to Vachel Lindsay, Robert Frost, and Carl Sandburgj
Florence Arquin, a painter and mseum instiuctor at the
Art Institute of Chlcagos who presented a series of ten lecs
tures featuring colored slides on the art and archaeoclogy
of Central and South Americaj Drs BEmilioc Uzcategul, a
prominent attorney, who disceussed “Systems and Methods
of Education . in the United 5%&%63{3%6 and Dre Plo Jaramillo

Alvarado, vice president of the Casa de la Cultura, who

4. The Record, % (Pebruary, 1948), ps 16.
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spoke on "Aspects of the Bogota Confarence . o'+h Dr, Anibal
Buitrén, cowauthor with John Collier, Jr., of the book
Awagkening Valley, gave an interesting lecture in 1951 on
Otavaleo which was 1llustrated by projected slides,

A series of demonstratlons, comprising such topics
a3 North Amerlcan cookery and flower arrangements, was
scheduled during the morning hours to appezl to women.
These were received with enthusiasm, and hushands and
children were gulnea plgs serving 45 experimentsl fSasters
of apple pies and banana cakes.

The centro has cooperated with the Clrcule Universis
tario Norteamericano, an alumni assoclatlion of persons
educated in the United States, which has its headquarters
in the institute and which was founded for the purpose
of bettering inter-Americen relationshipss Honorary
presidents have be¢n John F. Simmons, former American
ambassadory and the former president of Ecuador, Galo
Plaza"*a

In the spring of 1952 chess and pingepong tournaments
were staged by the conter students, and the winners received
silver trophies. In November of the same year an election
party was given. Great excltement was displayed at the
returns which were heard over three short-wave radios

sltuated in different ¢lassrooms, Blackboards and waps

}'}3“3' M’Q }"‘ (NGVémber . l}ace,mber’ 193*8}’ Ps 375
42 Ibld., 6 (May - June, 1950}, p. 19,
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were used to demonstrate the distribution of votes, An
estimated one hundred and fifty persons, including a sur
prising number of Ecnadoriana;.wafa present.,

Dances with orchestras are held five times a yeary
attracting an average of one hundred and fifty couples each
time. Social hours are sponsored bi-monthly, featuring
convergation, cards; pingepong, chessy and dancing to
raﬁords; these drav an average of one hundred people. In
the lapt few years square dancing every PFriday night bas
become an established eustoms There one can see highw
| raﬁking‘ﬁlplamaﬁs of foreign countries ineluding the ambase
sadors of Great Britain and the United States “swinging"
their respective partners as the Brazilisn wilitary attaché
ig intent on mastering a camplicateﬁ square dance figure.

The Gentro ncuateriannnﬁarteamericane has been heset
with tua grave pwablema. First, ‘thé continuity of policies
'ana the goodewill of the peaple hava guffered by the conw
étaﬁﬁ change Qf directors. In the fivewyeaz psriad between
1946 through 1950 there‘were five diﬁectars and one acting
director. Second, this aenter, uniike Guatemala City and
8do Paulo, has néevér been seélf-supporting but is dependent
on the Htate Department for an anmual grant to meet local
exﬁensea; Progregs; however, has been achleved in both
instances. The direéctor appointed in February, 1951, re=
mained in this capacity for over {twe years: The percentage
of self=gufficliency has, also; been increased from fifty-
niné per eent in Devember, 1950, to eighty-one per cent
for the year 1952,



82
Adequate housing, another dilemma, 1s no nearer a
satiéfaetgry solution now than it was ten years agos. Thig
will undoubtedly continue to vex the director and the board
until a building can be constructed to mest all the centerts
requirements.

. During the last year, the reduction of the grantee
staff by two-thirds posed many difficulties.  In July, 1953,
one grantee, the director, was supplied by the State Depart-
ment, whereas in July, 1952, the staff consisted of three
granteess the director, the director of courses, and a
librarian, Under these conditions the physical impossi~
bility of the expansion of &é%i%ikiaa cannot be overe
emphasized,

The Centro Eeustorianc+Norteamericano will probably
never be a large institution-in terms of student enrollment
and memberabips It has; howeéver, inherent possibilities
of attaining an eminént position and exerting considerable
influence in the promotion of closer culbural relations bee
twesn Ecuador and the United States. This can be realized
by the successful performance of its activitles which have

been previously expleineds
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CHAPTER IV  PINARCE

Prior to 1941 the oight exlsting 1nstitutes wers not
officeially counected with the United States government, and
their reliance on loeal leadérship and lecal budgetary
responsibility was considered to be a valuable asset in the
accomplishment of their puvpmgasea' They were entirely Salfw
sufficient, deriving thelr opsrating expenses from ¢lasg
and membership fees, as well as contridutions from individe
uvals and organizations.

The prineipal source of loeal révemus, then as now,
has been the fees from Bnglish classes, and the significance
of this activity as a means towards selfesupport should not
be minimized, It has been estimated by four institutes that
90 per cent or more of their local income for the calendar
year 1953 was derived from this progrem, while three centers
reported that between 40 and 66 per cent mf‘%h&ir ranning
exponsdes ¢am¢ from the same aat&viﬁy@a Tufition hasg bheen
relatively low for classes, varying from two to three
dollers per month, Fuxihﬁxmara, 1t has been calculated
that a ¢lass of ten students will break even in its operate
ing expenses, and that the tultion from additional students

1938~1943, P+ 23.

1. Zhe [paﬁqu;r};;pggggfgg_” ogtam,
2. Beven questionnaires were recelived,
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is profit,

Membership dues, a second source of revenue, have con-
tributed as high as 28 per cent of the total income 4in
Valparaiso, vhereas in Sao Paulo they have been estimated
at 2 per cent.3 The sale of textbooks and earnings from
dances and concesslions, such as tea-rooms, sometimes yield
small profits, In Quito, for example, $250 was netted on
the five dances sponsored durlng 1952,

Contributions and glfts from individuals and organi-
zatlons have been received since the beglnning of this
Srogram. Morsover, during recent years as the centers
have gained in popularity, these donatlions have ilncreased.
For example, in 1947, the American Society in Mexlco gave
$4,000 to the Instituto MexicanoeNorteamericanc de
Relaclones Culturales for the construction of an audl-
torium., A steanship company has contributed to the centers
in Concepcidn and Valparaiso, Chile and the Instituto in
Santlago has regularly recelved help from the Amerlcan
Soclety of that city.u' The Managua institution solicited
money and received contributions including $107 from
the Weis~Frickey Export and Import Corporation, and $104%

3+ Letter:s Questionnsire sent by the writer to the directors
at the Ingtituto Chlleno-Norteamerlcano de Cultura,
Valparaliso, and Unido Cultural Brasil-Estados Unidos de
S50 Panlo. Oct., 1953,

4, Murphy, DR m-, P« 810,
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from the local American soclety,” In a drive for contribus
tions, the Centro Cultural ParaguayosAmericanc in Asuncidn
obtained substantial donations from two Amerlcan business
firms: The Punta Alegre Sugar Corporation of New York
gave $1,250, and the Union 01l Company of Los Angeles
$500. The suceess of this sffort made it possidble for the
éenter to be the first to acquire permanent qaar%ersgé
The Union 011 company alse donated $2,500 to the center in
Habana,’ and the Cubsn government promised $40,000 Sowvard
its btuilding ﬁrﬁgra$¢8 )

Host governments have contyibuted to the support of
the centers in Venozuela and Brasil by anmal $ﬁ§$iﬁiﬁ§@9
The Instituto in Valparalso has reeeived franking privileges
for mall inside the country, while the Governoris office
and City Hall have helped with the expenses of lecturers?
hotel biils, eto,s in Fortaleza,’®

Se ﬁ;g, BeOYay 6 {ﬁ&z'{#h - &;‘sril, 3«95@3* Ps 29
' Gilher%ﬁﬁa'ﬁr&ﬁdﬁﬁ&,‘~;fy_uig_Friaﬁﬁﬁ_ﬁﬂuﬁhagf the

10, Leottert Questionnaire. sent by the writer to the divectors
at the Instituto ChilenowNortesmericano de Cultura,
zglp&raégg and Instituto BrasilsBstados Unidos, Fortalezas

Qt’f -
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Similar institutions sponsored by European countries,
however, had long been subsidized by their resgéeﬁive
governments, such as England, France, Germany, Italy, and
Spain, and weve, consequently, able to offer more worthy
activities than those of the American centers. Therefore;
in regponse to reguests for assistance, the office of the
Coordinator of Inter-imerican Affaire began to provide
financial aid 4n 1941 in the form of persomnel, supplies,
equipment; and, when necessary, small ¢esh grants to cover
defieits in local operating oxpensess This vas continued
later by the Division of Cultursl Relations.

The extent of aid supplied by the State Depariment to
the cultural centers can best be summarized by the use of
statistics. In 1947 eightysone North American adminis-
trators and teachers were provided; as compared to tweniy-
seven 4n 1943, The cost of this administrative personnel
.was less than & per cent of the amount spent from all sources
on the program abroad.i2 The $181,000 which was allotted fn
1943 for the centers vas ralsed to $600,000 in 1947, This
inerease in appropriations was not eommensurate with the
corresponding growth, expansion, and importance of the
program, however. During this period fiftesn new centers
were established, while the total student and public

11, Gooveration in the Amerleas, p. 76.
12, Murphy, op. ,QL,_., p. 811,
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attendande more than tripled,t3 For the calendar year 1951,
the eultural center programg; which had reached en estimated
24 was allotted $853;38215ww
legs than the cost of a B«29 ’bomb_er,g‘é .

This government assistance, howsver; does not interfere

five million persons since 1940,

with the local responsibility for the center's operating
budget, which is generally prepared by the director of the
institute. After approval by the board; the tudget is then
submitted to the Btate Departmenty via the cultural rela-
tions attaché of the United States embassy. If the center
1s Gependent on a cash grant from Washington to cover des
ficits in local éxperisesy approval of the propoged budged
mast be obtaineds Otherwise, sutmissionh for 8tate Departe
ment approval is mérely a matter of form; since the board
hag eomplete supervisien over local expendituress In the
‘event of disapproval the only conirol léft for the deparis«
ment would bé to reducse the number of grantees of supplles,
or both.

Actually, & i&gga number of the institutes are wholly

13. Gooperation s Americasy ps 76
EL aamer, SR .c_;sn pe e
15, ing the Tyuth Campal

16, In 19&2 a s-ag bomber cost §893,730; as found in

Ue 8 ﬁayar%mant of Defenses Army Almanac, book of
facts - q States cprépareag

Armed orces'Xn~armati§§ ~¢'aolsz:ée}ingtans
Government FPrinting Offiaei 1950)5 ps 24,
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selfﬁrsuppartingm in their local expenditures, which come
prise such ltems as rent; utilities, local salaries, fure
nishings, and costs of speclal evants, Amont these are
the organizations at Lima, Guatemala ¢ity, Sdo Paulo, San
Jose, Guadalajara, Buenos Alres, Montevideoy and Ra¢1£e*18
.The last three mentioned have had no American persommel,
and only 2.6 per centy 10,8 per cent and 16 per cent of
their totasl operating expenses; respectively, represént
materials sent by the State Department. Other centers de~
pend on assistance for American grantees as well as supplies,
yet are 100 per ovent 15¢a11y financed, for example: Sao-
Panlo, with 74528 students and five grantees.in 1950, was
81.5 por cent selfesufficlent; and Idma, with 3,832 students
and five grantees, was Sh.1 per cent se&f*suffieientgl9

There are, however, some smaller centers, such as those

17, The distinction between the terms self«supporting
and gelf=gufflclent as used by the State Department
may be explained thusy a self<gupporting center
(one which finances all of its local expenditures
from local income) 18 not necessarily selfesufficiént.
The percentage of selfwsufficlency is obtained by come
paring the financlal investment of the State Depart-
ment (personnsl, supplies, and cash grant when necesw
sary) with the %gtél,expénditures;winclu&ing both’
local expenses snd assigtance from the Stats Depart-
ment. If a.center were.l00 per cent selfesupporting
in local expenses and refused to accept ald from the
State Department, it would then be considered both
self«gupporting and self-sufficient.

18, Qaestionnairés recelved,

19. Launching the Campalgn of Iruth, Biret Fhase, pe 63.
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at Quito, San José, and Fortaleza, which have 1ittle prospect
of becoming self-supportingy and which depend on a “granteine
aid® for the payment of deficits to assure smoother operations. .
The goal of lacal aelfwfinanoing 18 rapldly being

appreaehad. In 19%2 the csnters parned approximately 10 per
cent of the total cost of thelr aperation,zo while in 1950
the percentage of self»sufficiency had. been.increasea to
61,7 per cent which ineluded the salaries-ofvaztotal of
eighty-two grantees and yhatéver yaoks and matééials‘werg
sent, as assistancs Pfrom the State ﬁepérhméﬁt&az in 1ghy
the total income of the aeéﬁers was $639,627, éécaunting
for 95 per cent of their local expenseaaag

| The Btate Departmeniihas encouraged the centers in
the development and expansion of thelr incomé-produding
activities. Two reasons for this attitude aret a depens
dence on annual Congressional appropriaticons has not
proven éntirely satisfactory, witnessed, for example; in
the reduction of American personnel from eighty«two in
1950 to fifty«<three in March; 19533 and bi-national financ-
ing promotes an “unofficial® institutlon, décreasing the
poasibility of the centerts bacoming a propaganda agént.

21, Launching the Campaien of Iruth, Eirsi Phase, p. 63.
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. Although the culfural instilutes have beeny on the
whaieg_ginanﬁia&iyAaeanﬁ} there haSgex$$§ﬁé & s@wiegg.ﬁwaw@
‘back to this finsncial aspects The ﬁé@ﬁﬁ&éﬁ@g*ﬁﬁtﬁw@-ﬁ@w
stable and variable factors, 1.¢.; the envoliment in the
-ﬁhgiigh~¢&a$$éé, and the ammu
gor the State Department, has not been conducive to longs

al sppropriations of Congress

range planning and expansion of activities; instead center
programs have to be constantly adapted gm%-xav&sé@ %o fit
& fluctuating intoms,
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ACTUAL RESULTS AND IMPORTANCE

The agtual results and the importance of the bienational
cultural centers in Latin America can be roughly separated
into two prineipal categoriess those whieh are tangibley
immediate and, therefore, readily apparent, and others more
difficult to assess because of thelr indefinite and continme
ing characters

The first classification is composed of perw
tinent results derived from the English teaching programs
while the latter represents the effécts of the overwall
andeavor,

There is probably no better mediwn for promoting strong
enltural relations between peoples than the linguistic apw
proach, Without a knowledge of the language of a country,

a true understanding and an appreclation of ite culture are
diffieuly to achieves The cultural centers operate on this
theosys

The value of the English teaching program; moreover,
¢an best be determined by an examination of concrete evie
dences of its effectivémesss After a lecture tour in
Latin America, the late Dixon Wecter, professor at the
University of California, wrots that "centers staffed by
Americans have the reputation of %eaching most quiekly
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and effectively; indéed they serve as pilots in langumage
instruction methods."k Another abser§er; in an artiocle
which appeared in Higpanis, a teachers! journal published
by the Amerlcan Assoclation of Teachers of Spanish and
Portuguese, commended the English feaching in the Mexico
City Institute, B8he stated that the system developed in
these clagses, based on mimeographed lesson plans adapted
from work done at the English Language Institute in
Michigan and from the center's own philosophy ©f methodsy
was the most efficient observed in Mexico.?

The development of textbooks for the teaching of
English as a foreign language has been s logical and neces«
gsary result of this program. The centeérs bave acted as
laboratories for the testing, discarding, and revising of
techniques and methods: The prime requirement for any
method adopted has been the aﬁﬁiavemeat.ax a speaking and
reading knowledge of English in a minimm length of time,
Dissatisfaction with existing presentations resulted in
nev approaches which were incofporated in textbooks by
American institute teaschers. Sample titles includes
4o la conversacion
s James Paul Stoakes' Inglés practico, Ihe Regions

Frederick Sparks Stimson's Fnndamentos

1. Wecter, opv gli«y P+ 267.

2. Mary Loulge Grow, “Tea¢h£n§ English in Nexico City,"
W} 32 €Au8u3t1 1949 § Pe 337
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©f the United States, a series of five lectures prepsred by
the stafl of the Ceniro colambewémericam, Audrey Wright's

7

e s inglag, and

. ura __ pag by Charles
Staubach and Arturo Serranc ﬁbg all zxantxvmutmna from the
two centers in Colomblas from Lima, Dr. Bether J. Crooks'
Englis ", w. ?3.93 Harp@s: s M
Year Eng ';_’ Fa?e Bumpass' gsordes including ggg and Eller
&a;;ga in Peru (two velumes) and John and Iucy Wax

L Batosy and from Caracas, Ingled
Jeim gnd Jaasmeme Varner. Textbooks faz' 3:*&7;&:&%3 ine
clude Engiish for Americong by Ned C. Fahs and Raymond
Sayers and Americans ing, assembled by Chryssie Hotchw
kiss, Ralph mmmwk, and Ra:i.ph Xngalls.3 These books have
been widely used in other ¢enters, and several have been
adopted by Ministries of Bducation as offielal textbooks
for use in publie elementary and secondary schools.

The guality of English teaching in the Latin Amepican
countries has improved as a reésult of the seminars,
teschers! agsociations, governmmental recognitiong and
the development of new materials. Loeal business firms
soon became aware of the value of the centers in this
field, They en¢ouraged employess to study English by paying

ice and Pract

3+ Murphy; ope gi

2§ Pe 3@54
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all or part'of thelr fees and by arranging more convenient
work schedules. In Medellin, Qolembia;,emp;oyeeg of the .
Coca Cola company, Compafiia AntioqueTio de AutcmoV11§s;
Ro&éi Eank.af:ﬁéaééa,;Siﬁnay'ﬂass a&mpany} and the ﬁn&ve%*
sity aé Antioguia had their tuition paiéqﬁ in April; 1947,
234 of the center students in Bogota were employed by
local companies which pézd,aii.ox éart of their tuitiong
and & power and 1ight company in Cogta Rica contributed
approximately §2,000 for the privilege of sending as many
as twenty warkera-evgr.a ten~year period to thg agg%ér for
iﬁsﬁrngtianaf Companies such as Panagre World Alrways,
We Ri Gracey and Shell 0Ll have also prévz&é& scholarships
for their personnel. In Caracas the head of the industrial
relations departmeént of the Créole 01l company notified the
center that they would gend all nev employees there to
study English, rather than incorporate it in their fndoce
trination school, because ‘they vere pleased with results
shown the previous s&meaterés' In appreciation of the
clagawork in 8o Paulo, the vice president of Johnson and
Johnson company, whieh had twenty enployees studying
Engligh at the Unifo, wrote ®. ¢ 4 we belleve your work %o
be a fine thing, not only in inereasing the already friendly
%. Ihe Regord, 6 (Jamuary - February, 1950), p. 37.
5« Marphy,; one gites po 806,
6, The Record, § (June < July, 1S549), p. 32,
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understanding between Brazil and the Unlted States, but
'aigc in helping Brazilian and American companies to better
their commercial relationships.#’

The bi~nstional institutes have, in return, attempted
to £i11 roquests for Englishespeaking persons in all types
of positions. Unfortunately the demand is always greater
than the supply. In a period of six months the Lima ine
stitute received requeats for teachers from fourteen
schoolsy including the Peruvian "West Paintfﬁe

The inereased interest in the study of English at the
centers moreover bears directly on the number of young
people going to the United States for high school, univer=
sity, and professional education. Probadbly the gquestions
most agked in all libraries concérn American universities
and collegess The financial aspect of a United States edu=
cation 15 the principal précecupation of eager scholars,
On several occasionsy upon the advice of the librarian, it
has been guggested that a. prospeetive student write directly
to the college of his choice and inquire about the availe
ability of a partial scholarship, Twice such assistance
was offered in response to this querys enabling two more

7s W@m&m cagy p» 804
8. ﬁ, 8, nepartment cf State ggggg Bemi -ay

' &ogzm - January, 1952 to June, 1992
Publication no, 867 CWashingtcn: Gavernmﬂnt
Printing Office; 1953), p. 134
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worthy students to realige their ambitions.

Numerous requests for assistance in the founding of
new branches is also conclusive evidencs of the vigor and
effectiveness of thls program. when John Cooper liley
was .mbasgssador to Colombla he made a trip into the interior,
and was besieged with entrsaties that more ceaters be ss-
‘tablished. Mr. Spruille Braden, as Ambassador to Argentina,
related the same oxperience.9 Consequently, while forty-
seven branch centers were in exilstcnce In lLatin America
in 1948, more have been established since that time..°
Occaslonal book packets sent by the State Department are
the only form of ald received by thess branchea,

The extent of the Interest evinced in this movement
may be further indicated by the quantity of mlscellaneocus
publications which the c¢enters have received from many
sources. American organizations, educational institutlons,
and individuals donated two million items during the fig-
cal year of 1951 for uss in the educational exchdnge
program, Chanbers of commerce, labor unions, educational

institutions, and industrial concerns contributed posters,

9. Dorothy E. Greene, "The Informal Diplomats,"
Amepiean fgrelen Service Joumnal, 23 (October,
y Do

10. U. 8. Department of State. W Educational
Exchange, Publicatiorn no, 3313 (Washington: The
Department, 1953), p. 10.

The exact number of branch centers in existence at the
present time can not be determined, for many of them
receive no aid {from the Department of State.
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maps, bro¢hures, ete, For ézample,; the John Hancock
Mutual Life Insurance company distributed pamphlets such
as 22~.2%a&; Ehﬁ.ﬁﬂaﬁaéxaxéean and United gtates Presidents,

A book entitled Steel Making in &&3‘.&2& was the contribu«
tion of the t?nit:ed States Steel Corporatian, and the

Standard 0il Company's donation included the title Q41 for
ihe World. Yarious railroad companies sent thousands of
coples of maps, A pamphlet explaining how the American
Foderation of Labor fights commnism throughout the world
was received from that organization, Without d““b£%;h°“*
ever; the most popular gifts were the rail order catalogs
of the Sears Rosbuck companys*: Vhen the United States
military esteblishments were withdrawn from Bragil and
Criba, -‘31_1@&? 1ibraries were given to tho cultural centers.
in Reoife; Fortalega, and Habanas The Costa Rica instie
tute was the reeipient of a private collection of classis
cal recordings, numbering betwéen one thousand to fifteen
hundred recordss 32

In addition, four hundred private agencies and insti-
tutions have cooperated in the récxuiting of persons for
information and bi-national centers. Columbia University
and the University of Michigan have assisted in the frains
ing program instituted by the State Department, in which

-

11, U‘. S. &dvisory C:emnﬁ.ss&on on Eduaatmml EXQMH%Q«

12:. Marphm ops g:,s.‘, Ps m.m
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‘center personnel was enrolled, without charge; for several
weeks. Here they were able to observe language claases
before they were gent out to their respective inaﬁztutesw13

Official opinions and; personal statements regarding
the effectiveness of the cultural centers in their area
of work are both interesting and noteworthy. A selected
number of these has been chogen to indicate the general
nature of the first<hand impressions.

In a report made by the Committeé on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives after its trip to South
and Central America and published on December b, 1941, the
ﬁq;turag sooleties wors commended for their "splendid®
wcék.

« » « These groups should be glven éevery encours

SEERR Ronts b aia: o Lasrenss T sambes o3

bt sy iy e Bt the oease

continental solldarity.

The Department of State also mentioned the contribue
tions of the cultural centers in a letter directed to the
ﬁcﬁéfable Pat MeCarran,; chairman of a aubcamﬁitﬁee of the
Senate Committee on Appropriations; in response to his
thirtesn questions concerning the ahéaet&veg énd operations

133 3. s. aaviscry Commisgion on Bducatlonal Exchange.
Sixth -&&5§§L<§§293§ s % & Ppe 28e29,

14, Ui 8. Department of &taﬁe The Proar he Déw
* ‘a£a£§*a§,§g State in Culpurel BeTsTIARE, S riter
American feries, naﬁ 21 Washington* cvernment
Printing Offiaa, 1942) pe 8 :
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of the infsrmatian programs: It was asserted that the acw
tivities of the cultural centers are conducted "with great
understanding and sensitivity for local manners and methods,”
The éxplanation given for this was that both the United
States personnel who direct the program, and the Americans
long resident in the area who partidipate, are well acw
quainted with the customs and traditions of the host counw
try;&ﬁ

Herschel Brickell, a welleknown author and critie,
has written that the cultural institutes have helped to
teach English to thousands of latin Americans, and also
have aroused their interest in our literature,lb In“a
later article he claimed,

Furayerciasions progran FIVE-fold, T believs

we should be considerably short of what the

other American Republics wint ag badly as they
need . . &17

15, U, 3, cgngxessaw Bﬁﬁ&t3~,,;

'anate‘ﬂocuﬁsntwnah'ﬁ 3 {Washin
Printing 0fflce, l?ﬁ&), P 50

16. Herschel Br&ckell4 *Beaks Talte to the Roady" zahgg
Aperican, 3 {Ebvember, 194}, pe 15

17. Herachel Briekellg “#The Gnltural»aa&ations Scene in
Bouth America," Departy State | etin, 8
(October 28, I94T n -
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Jogeph Fs Dawson, vicewpresident of the United States
center in Santiago, Chile, and a representative of the
National Gity Bank of New York, likewise stated in an
address that the

i e ihin Sousieies os CELL s Do

o SFenting snoosatansing snd vords soeperation.
Many prominent individuals are in accord with this opinion,
ineluding Robert M, Scotten, formerly ambasgsador to
Ecuador,19 Walter Thurston, former ambassador to E1l Salva=
dory Bolivia, and Mex1c0,29 and Fletcher Warren; ambas
sador to Pavaguay from 1987 to 1950,2%

Two regpected newspapers have also comménted on the
work of the eultural centers. In November, 1952, a survey
of thé United ﬁtates g¢vernmanx*s information activities
covering forty-four nations was conducted by twenty-four
correapondents of the New York Iimegs. Thelr findings
concurred with the views expressed above:s22 The ristian
Selgnce Monitior of May 10, 1952, related the suctéss of the

18,
19.
20s Greene, op: ity Do 10,

21, Crandell, gp« gilbsy D+ 19s

22: New York Times, November 2h; 1952, p. 8:6;
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Santiago center in overcoming "apprehensicn that it ls
merely an organ to $ugar~¢oat ¥ankaa prépaganda¢"33

That the Communistic press has comménted adversely on
the work of the centers in various countries, such as Brazil,
Cuba, Guatewals, and Mexico, may be interpreted as an ine
-diaétian of thé success of the program: A citation from
Hoy, a Commnist newspaper published in Habana (June iB,
1950) has been pelecteéd to illustrate the attitude assumed
by Commmnistie organs regarding the cultural ceénters.

Cstensibly « 4 « {the purpose of the Institute)

¢« % » 18 to teach the English langnage, explain

American history and give other speaiai COUrses,

On the whole, 1ts teaching c¢overs a gragram of

Heloger rela%ions and underatanding between the

peopleg of Cuba and the United States.®

In practice, its task is politieal, its mission

propaganda., Propagands in favor of Yankee ime

perialismi warmongering propagandaj anti«Soviet
propaganday anti-Cuban propaganda; since it ig
dlsrupting and contributes to the formation of

a false and polsonous point of view in the minds

of a considerable group of young people, mest of

them in the middle clags,2%

The popularity of the Engiish ¢lasses at the centers is
perhaps best 1llustrated by the following ineident whieh
oceurred in January, 19%7, when the Mexleo City centey
announced that there would be thrée bundred vacancies in

the English classes for the next semesiers At 4100 a.m.

23, U. S. Department of State. LIA, Ninth Semi~
~ ponual Repord » « o Pa 13. |

2%, Reprinted in Charles W. Harrington, The Cultural
Centers « + + pv 265
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on registration day a quene was started which mumbered over
two thousend five hundred. When several youths climbed
over the top of the building to gain & better place in
1line, policemen; who were called to preéaﬁve order, placed
themselves in the front and also registered.2? 7Thnis is
not anh unusual or isolatad‘case, for there are always |
longer regia@raticn lines than gaffiéisnt accommodations,
especially th.the.largerlcenters; such as Lima, aantiaga;
Rio de Jﬁﬁeire, and 830 Pauls, Dixon Wecter reported:
"Every one of the nine instiﬁates'I visited is buprsting
1ts seams, physically speakings Classrooms are jammed
morning, noon, and nighte"aé |

In adéition to the obviaus results of the Bnglish
teaching program, thére 13 an inﬁangible fagtor to be
noteds This cannot be ﬁefintte}y.attributad to the ine
fluence of the cultural centers, but it 1s, nevertheless
g&ven.eneouragement in this prbgfém;

The eenters have tendéd to assist the development of
a midéla clags. Eguipped with a.knaw;édge of Ehgzish,’thé
students of the centers can better their economie prospects.
In the classes impartial attention is given to each student,
regardless of soclal Wposition®y library questions are
answered and privileges are accorded to all, without disge

25, Murphy, gp. gites pe 806,
26, Wecter, 0p. Mﬁa Ps 167,
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criminationy and persons from every stratum are welcome
at the cultural and social funeiions, A free and easy ine
formality pervades the atmosphere: Barriers are broken not
only between Lating and Americans bui also among Lating
themselves, Obstacles arge diminished between individuals
as well as between groups.

On the other hand, the opportunities offered by these
organizations have appealed chiefly to the middle class, an
increasing sector of the population, Furthermors, th&s-
predominant interest in and support of the institutes have
come from this elsmenﬁga?

Many staunch supporters of the centers have witnessed
Qith.amazément and pleasure the mingling of classes and
nationalities at activities sponsored by these orgenigza=
tionss At a celebration of Pan-imerican Day, for instance,
a dance was glven at the Cenirc Beuatoriano-Norteamericano,
L@@king;ﬁawh gt the galety from a baleonyy a North American
businessman, rosident of Quitc for many years, exclaired to
the director that this (the centro) was éhﬁ biggest thing
the United States had ever donej never béfgre had he seen
& place permeated with such good-will, He then singled
out a couple below, and esplained that the girl was a
daughter of one of the richest merchants in town and had
studled in the United States, while her partnery a young




204

man of lowly origin; was employed at a local bank, a posie
tion attained prineipally by the fluency in English he
had galned at the center, They had met in the same
English ¢lass. With great satisfaction the businessman
cited similar cases. USome day in Beuadory" he concluded,
"there will be a strong middle elass.®

That these inmstitutes are hélplng hundreds of
strugeling workers to attaln a more encouraging station
in 1ife is exemplified in the case of Ricardo, a young
hotel olerk, He said, |

Three months ago I wag 8till a clerk in a cheéap

hotel, earning barely enough to keep body and

soul Yogether. Now I am assistant chief clerk

in & large hotel) patronized by Ameriscans, My

galary ig nearly four times bigger than before.

I feel like somebody nows-and I might even get

married! ALl this becsuse ef“*ga.aagiﬁah 1

‘have learned at the Institute.2

Another instance occurred in Lima, vhen an American
tourdist was directed to a beauty parior vhere English wasg
spoken, She asked her sttendant how she had learned
English. The young girl reéplfed that she had beon study+
ing English in the Instituto for over twe years. It was
daiffieult, she admitted, to save entugh dut of her meager
earnings to pay her tuition. However, she had been recoms
penged for this sacrifics by highey wages, bigger tips

28; . ﬁ@ikr?aﬂég’”Biﬁliéﬁﬁﬁé'Eén%aﬁin Franklin," Botarian,
73 {September, 1948} p. 54.
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from American customers, and increased prestige among héy
fellow workers.

Every effort 1s made as well to assist the Ameriecan
tourist in his orientation to and appreciation of the host
country, For him, the center serves as a base of operas
tions~~a place where information is obtained, and sugges-
tiong are offered, in an attempt to make his experience
more profitable. In addition, the visitor is invited to
participate in the many opportunities presented to meet
Latin Amerdeans on an informsl basis.®? ALl these services
contribute to a healthier attitude toward the country visi+
ted on the part of the ﬁbrth;Ameﬁiﬁanan

Fletcher Warreny formerly United States Ambassador to
Paragnay, expressed hig views on the subject as follows:

In this postswar era we degire and need the

friendly understanding by the Paraguayan people

of what the United States 45, and of what it

- gtands fors The Centro Cultural Paraguayo~

Americanc 1y an institution succegsfully serve

ing that end. The longer it serves, the closer

will Bhe the United States+Paraguayan relations

and the detter will be the mutual understanding.

I trust the Centro has come to be a permanent in-

strupent for the promotion of that understand+

ing.3¢

By the foregoling results; illustrations and testimony

29, Murphy, gon. mls; pe 8104
30. Crandell, gp, gites pe 18
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the fmportance of the bienational ingtitutes as a phase of
international cultural relations has been indicated. Adw
verse eritielem of the centers will be treated in the
following chapter together with racommendationss
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CHAPTER VI
DEFECTS, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND PROSPECTS

The ¢ultural centers can be justly proud of their achieve«
mentsé Satisfaction in past accomplishments does not promote
advancement or improvement, howsver. To insure the suceessful
continuance of any program, it is nécessary to analyze exists
ing defects; consider plausible recommendationg; and investis
gate future progpects. The ever-shanging national and interw
naﬁicna&\acénﬁ'wiii,ineVitébiy.affeet the degree of United
States coopsration with other countrids. Nevertheless, the
prineiple of the ”Qép@iﬁaighb?r“ ga&i&y in Latin America
seems assured and there is no resson to expect a radical
change in the near futures ' u 4

In opder to determine the adequacy ﬁf‘aar-éanpetatian
with Latin America, two iwpariaut'ﬁarveys have récently‘béen
conducted. In Augusty 1952, 5 suboomnitte¢ of the Sepate
committee on Foreign Relations obiainéd an évaluation of the
{mportance of blenational centers in this avea from mission
chiefs of the Unlted States serving abroad., They agreed
that the centers, becausa of thelr uncfficial and cooperas
tive character, reached large pumbers of people in "ine
fluential and opinion forming groups™ and that they were
oonsidered to be highly effective. It was felt, however,



208
that

their "potential valug” and "limitless possibili~

ties™ have not yet been realized . « « More and

improved information center, library, and bie~
national center facilities are $uggeste&, both

%zggggilgéggg.in termg of giving the program
After an official fact<finding tour of South America from
June 23 to July 29, 19534 Dre Milton Eisenhower also recom-
monded that the b&anatiﬁnai centors, along with other ex-
dsting programs of intellectual and cultural ccoperation,
be expanded.?

Before expansion of the centers ¢an be planned, how-
gver, careful consideration should be given to their weake
nesseg. The canses of the faults underlying the entire
program of internationsl information also apply to the
cnltural centersy as one phase of that agency. Edward
Ware Barrett, formerly chief of the information division,
lists the difficultles ag follows: one, the development
of reliable evaluation techniques t¢ test the persuasiveness
of different phases of the program; two, the 4nability to
recruit top men for ezecutive positionsi thres, the ex~
cessive red tape, too rigid budgets, and bureaucratic
rivalryy and foury the nacessity, on the part of the execus

1. ﬁ, 8. &dv&sory Cammissian on Eﬁueatienal Exchaage.
Eﬁauza. | ,
July 1

2¢ U. 8, Prasment. mmm Pre

g%ata Bepartmen y 195304
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tives, of spending more time combatiing false charges than
in the correction of the basic faults,> In applying the
first point to the cultural centers, one realizes that they,
too, dsfy accurate evaluation of their érogram, Statistical
reports; whieh indicate the number of people participating
in the varicus activities, are metieculously recorded and
regularly submitted. Yet, they furnigh no indication of
how much good-will and understending are setually generated,
For example; occasionally when lectures in English wore
given at a certaln center and attendances were low, s numbey
of classés wore dismissed; often zgainst thelr wishes, to
£411 the space in the guditorium and increase the figures in
the quarterly report. The second difficnlty listed above
applies to éenter porsonmel as well as to the policye
makers in Washington, and is treated in the discussion of
the "grantee! which followss The third cause of the faults
of the Internationgl Information Ageney is not evident in
the fieold program for these reasons: +there is a minimum of
red tape, local budgets are prepared hy thé center, and the
status of the "grantees" is net enviables The finsl point
has been a factor for the euliural centers, too. In one
instance an executive resigned because mors time had to be
gpent on the defense of the program than on constructive

3+ Edward w. Barrett, Wéapon (New York:
Funk and Wagaalls Ccmgany, iQ%x), Ps 292.
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planning. This allocation of time is naturally felt by the
field personnel and affects tha.conmiﬁuxty of policy 80
necessary to the welfare of the institutes,

Assuming that the value of the euiﬁural‘ée&tars has
been esiablished, and that the expansion of the program in
Iatin America is des&rabié; gpecific fécemﬁeﬂéatinns gan be
ventured. ‘

The degree of suecess attained by a partieular center
depends to a great extent on tbﬁ.¢apabiiiﬁieg, attitude,
training, and Judgment of the staff, The director and the
other Ygrantees' must be selected with great care. Although
the educatlional background of the applicant mist be con«
sidered and preference 18 often shown to majérs in the
soclal sclences, éducation, or modérn language fiélde, the
pérsonality of the applicant should be the prime factor.

No amount of academic training can vectify & deficiency

80 vital in ¢ultural relationss Although a working knowlsdge
of the languagé of the country to which he is being dent is
also necessary, yet more important 1s his ability to adjust
to a different environment; peopley and &uiture§_wﬁile-stixi
maintaining his balance as a representative of the United
Btatesi Fortunatély for the tontinued wellsbeing of the
institutes, there have beon many more successful directors
and fgrantees” than inadequate ox undesirable persons.
Nevertheless; the turnover of a&ministrativélgersénnei in

two centers averaged one director per year dﬁring a five~
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year period: At least one of these proved unsatisfactory
and was, therefore, recalled after oné year, while others
left voluntarily, due to various reasons, 1.e.y better
offers, poor health, dissatisfaction with loeal conditions,
or personal circumstances, »

| On the other hand, in order to atiract better person-
nel to the center program, the status of the “grantee”
mst be clarifiéd and improved. The conscientiouns staff
member {director and teachers) devotes approximately
fifty hours a week te his job, Besides his regular office
hours and classroom work, which generally requiré his
presence at the center until eight o*clock every night,
his atténdance at the ?ariéna soc¢lal and enltural activie
ties is also essentials There areée also frequent demsnds
made upon the gtaff to attend cultural offerings of
other organizations and educational institutions. The
director's salary, which generally hegins‘aﬁ'$¥3000
anmially plus a living allowance, is not commensurate with
the fesponsibilities and thée work involved in the administra~
tion of this Mthreesring oireus;® neither arve the salsries
of, the other staff members, vhich begin at $2,750, PFurther-
noréey the years spent in éultural centeyr werk.dq not con-
tribute toward future finaneial security. No provisions
have been mwade in regard to retirement or pension plansj
neither is center work a recognized asset for future eme

ployment possibtilities. ‘The grantee's status is unofficial
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and ambigucus, Although he is awarded a grant by the State
Department, which also has the power to dismiss him, yet he
can never use ths department as a referonce in seeking
another jobe In.édditi¢n2 none of the privileges accorded
even to the lowest classification of elerks and stenogra~
phers of the embassy is his: ALl of this is dilscouraging
to the prospective appointee, as well as to those already
in the service, It also complicates the difficulties
involved 4n the recrultment of gqualified personnel so
necessary to the successful contimiance and expansion of
the program. With the intention of promoting the conw
tinuity of center poliey, 1t has, moreover, besn suggested
that the grantee staff serve longer than the reguired two
years at-'a glven assignment, This wonld tend to increase
the full cooperation of the Latin Americans whe geueraily
f£ind it hard to adapt themselves to constantly changing
staff members. In light of the above, this is scarcély
attainable, however, There also should be more overw
lapping of pérsennel* thereby avolding the awkward situa-
tion in which a replacement has arrived after the departure
of his predecessor.

The proposed expansion of the cultural centers would
necegsarily affeet the English teaching program, where
there 1g always room for improvement in spite of the
progress which has besen made. Contimous expeéerimentation

with even newer methods can be made, Systematic in-service
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training of looslly hired teachers should be regularly
scheduled, replacing the haphazard instruction generally
given now due to lack of time and personnel. 7The classes
in Bnglish should Be more uniform in theiy approach and theiw
content through closer supervision and controly thus élime
inating student dissatisfaction; aspaﬁialmy-eV§ﬁ@aﬁ when
a change in instructor and class 14 unaveidable, More time
should also be allotted to the director of courses for
curriculunm and course planning. The ereatlon of more classes
to meet the increased demand for the study of English eannot,
however, be solved by the majority of the senters until more
elagsroons are available and more qualified teachers are
provided,

The field of cultural and soelal activitles can like~
wise be wideéned to embrace a greater variety of interests.
The possibildty of forming ¢lubs; such as those concerned
with dramgey sports; music, photographys ete.; as have been
developed in the institutes at Santiago and 880 Pauloy can
be a future congideération for other tenters. This would
prosumsbly attract more people from different groups:

The gquality of the activities offered by the ingstitutes
¢an also be impieved. Through experience 1t has been found
more worthwhile to g¢ponsor one outstanding lecturer of
high ¢aliber a year than s half dozen mediocere performers.
Providing their services could be obtained, Walt Disney
or Helen Hayes, for examplé, would ¢reate a major génsation
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and a lasting impression in any South American capital.
Generally speaking, however, a better re¢eption results 1if
the lecturer can spesk the language of the country and if
he has some appreciation of latin American culture and
tradition, The ghové holds true, although to a lesser exs
tent, foy musiclans and artistgs The "enliurewconscloush
cities of Latin America would royally vwelcome a wéllw
known modern American palnter or musiclan, such as Andrew
Wyeth or Risé Stevens. The presentation of a North
Amerilcan "big-name® Band headed by Xavier Cugat, Sammy
Kaye, or Noro Morales would also be an unforgettable ex-
perience; The students in Lims still talk gbout one
memorable afternoon vhen Vincent Price and Barbara érittan
vigited the Instituto. The movie programs would be greater
attractions; tooy; if newer and vetter films were available.
Documéntary productions in technicolor with dislomues in
Spanish are excellent inducements. In short, the quality
of the cultural and soeial programs offeved should receive
major emphasis, the quantity being a seécandary consideras
tion.

Too froguently the burden of representing the péopls
of the United States falls prinéipally on the grantee gtaff.
The regular attendance of members of the North American
colony at soclal affairs of the center would lessen this
responsibility, as well as greatly énhancé the various
avents: This manifestation of genuine interest in the
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institutes would also be much appreéeciated by 1ts students,
members, and staff,

The library program, moreover, would be a blgger
"drawingecard® if a fulletime North American libravian werse
available at each center, This professional assistance would
result 4n a betier organization and in expanded activities
which would yield a more satisfied clientele., To allure
the Americans, who usually read only the latest books res
viewed in qurrent perilodicals, the acquisition of recent
titles should be expeditedj likewisey more Spanish trans-
lations of worthwhile new books in English are essential to
attract the Latin Americans. Above all, emphasis should
always be placed on the actual use of books in sccordance
with true public library practices, as opposed to the pre<
valent notion in Latin America that a library is merely
a depositorys

In most countries a satisfactory solution to the evere
present housing problem has not besn found. As previocugly
mentioned, thé majority of the centers will never be able
to finance the construction of permanent quarters. Neither
is it feasible for the United States government to assist in
this matter, for it would give the centers an official,
and therefore, undesirable agpect. If any additional ald
is forthecoming from this sourcaey 1% would better be used in
supplying other needs, as outlined sbove, One possibility
exists, howsver, that of reiying on donations from indivi-
duals and companies, as exemplified by the Centro Cultural
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Paraguayo=Americano (see chapter IV), Perhaps some North
American philanthropic foundation could be interested suffi-
glently in the ecultural centers te undertake this project of
building adeguate quarters, thus boosting the prestige of
both the centers and the foundation. 7Thils expression of
congern in a non-profit enterprise by "big business® of the
United States vould clesrly demonstrate the true meaning
of philanthropy, relatively unknown in Iatin Americas

It has often been questioned whether the progress of
the centers is advanced or handiaapped by their financial
complexities. Complete withdrawal of State Department
assistance would serlously weaken the vhole center program,
in $ts achievements as well asg in its policy. On the
other hand, too generous financial supporit by the United
States government would impair the semiwindependent status
of these organizationg, and tend to curdb their flexibdbility
in local decisionss In other words, the value of the
program increases as Mofficlal sponsorship™ decreases. Conw
sequently, the retention of the bisnational financing is
imperative, if the center pragraé is to refrain from bew
coming solely another medium for-propaganda.

In fact, the bi-national, or cooperative, character
of the center program must be maintained in all itg phases,
if the common perils inhérent in any conceyted effort inw
volving the dissemination of information asre to be avolded,
These dangers include the use ¢f high pressurée tacties,
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ostentation, boastfulness, and too obvious propagandizing.

The contimuenee of bisnational centers sponsored by
various govermments and of the scholarship programs such as
the one formally agreed upon at the Inter-American Conference
in Buenos Aires, demonsirates the need for better internationsl
understanding threugh cultural relationss In view of thls,
ﬁhé_p@aépa&%a for the future succéss of the gultural centers
ave goods Thelr esteblishment ag well as thelr present oxiste
ence are based on. a genuine need ariging from the pecples of
the vayious countries in which they function. With them rests
the ultimate decision for the contimuance of the program. No
governmental decree from Washington ¢an abolish this activity,
although 1t may be handicapped from time to time by insuffi-
elent congressional appropriationss On the other handy It is
very unlikely that the govermment of the host country would
take action against the cultural centers, for this might
imperil thelr official yelations with the United States whioh
they can 11l afferd. However; the mutual understanding,
which the cultural centers are generating, will b a potent
factor in the guaranteaing of their future,



Appendix po. L

OF BI-NATIONAL CENTERS
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

When was the Center founded?

By what groups of peoplé was it founded?

Are there any special events or cireumatanﬁes in
the foundation?

No. of students enrolled the first year
No. of students enrolled this year

myye of student enrolled (by percentage) , ,
Pirst yeaf of 6pewation Présent year

i ————

Professicnals
Clerks
Housowives
Btudents ’
{school and university)

TEACHING OF ENGLISH PROGRAM
Methods employed {phonetic approach, ete.) Texthooks used,

Average number in a Class .o
?repertian of American fo native teaehers
Is theré graduation or a diploma awarded after completion
of prescribed courses?
Diplonma yes no
Graduation yes no

How many years of study are offered?

Are aﬁy subject courses offered? Please ehaoku

Yusgle

Histosy

Literature

Others (Plesse speeify)

Total number enrolled in subject CONrBES .o e



TEACHING OF ENGLIBH PROGRAM (oont.)
Are there any special or teaching seminaras?
Attendance . ..

Activities connected directly té the Teaching of English
program~-such as conversational teas, et¢. Please gpecify.

Attendance

Are there any ¢lasses in Spanish or Portuguese?
Enrollment .
LIBRARY PROGRAM

Current Yeay
Number of Library Members
Students of Center
Nons~students
Nationals
Amsricansg
Others

b

‘Names of any outstanding library members of national or
internstional fame '

Cirenlation of books and magazines per gquarter

Pletion

_ Juvenile

Hon+fiction

Beilenece

Liteyature

-History

n _ Magazines
Please list magazines most popular '

Reference Questlons
Number answered pey gquarter

Samples of typical questions



CULTURAL PROGRAM

Kinds of activities offered (please check) Attendance
Leotures L
Round table discussions -
Masie recltals or programs e——
8oe¢ial Hours PR
Dances -
dports . _
Special célebrations and events

Specity

T

Others {specify)

Observations on activities (value)

PUBLICITY

Loeal newspapers
Other newspapers
Radie o o
Other organs (please specify)

PINANCE OF CENTER (current year)

Percentage of self support

geurces of income (percentage) ..
Tegching of English and Spanish o
Activities {danees, ety ) Lk et
Other means of support (specify) L L T

Please check

Grant from State Depariment

If more money were avallable, what specific services or
supplies would be recommended?

RECOGNITION OF CENTER

Does the local govermment *iaﬁﬁizﬁ&f&muﬁ- the Ministry of
E&ueaéiﬁ%D support the activities of the Cenbter?
How'




REGOGNITION OF CENTER (cont.)
an Embassy support the activities of the

Conter? B
0fficially and wnofficially?
How?

Is theve any eriticism or ppaise of the Center made by
the lotal press or local politleians? :

Has there been any gpecfal interest shown in the setivie
ﬁi@ﬁvﬁﬁ‘%ﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁr by members of thé Unlted States Congress?

iaﬁhsga any intersst or support shown by non-governméndal
groups? | | |
Nationsl oy Amerlean®

STAFF, PERSONNEL, AND BOUSING OF CENTER
What is the average length of time served by granteca?

'&ﬁuiggg:gﬁxaﬁérmaﬁaﬂ% staff improve the work of the Center?

What ways would be suggested to improve the selection of
grantees? |

Are the physieal guarters of the Center adequate?

1f noty iy there any solution to the problem?




ANECDOTES, OBSERVATIONS, AND COMMENTS RELATIVE 0 SUCCESS
AND PRESTIGE OF CENTAR
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Appendix nos 3

BI-NATIONAL CULTURAL CENTERS IN LATIN AMBRICA

LOCATION

ARGENTINA
Buenos Afres

gordoba
Roesario

BOLIVIA
,Eg Paz

Curitiba
Fortalega
Porto Alegre

Regife

Rio ds Janeive
Santos

88g Paulo

CHIIE
Concepsion

Santiago
Yalparaiso
COLOMBIA
Bag@%a
M@dell&n

GOSTA RICA
San José

CUBA
Habana

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Giudad Trujillo

e
Guatamala

K2 TL
Salyador (Bahisa)

WAME

Ingtituto Cultural Argentinos
Norteamaricans
Ingtituto de Intercamblo Cul«
tural Argentino~Nortsamericano
Asoclacléon Rosarina de Indere
eambio Cultural Argentinow
Horteaneriesnc

Centro Boliviano-Americanc

Asgoolaclo Cultural Brasils
o Estados Unidos
Centyo ~’;ﬁura1 Inter~imericanc
Ingtituto Brasil-Bstados Unidos
Instituto Gultural Brasileivo~
Norteamepicano
Bociedade Cultural Brasile '
Estados Unidos
Instituto Bras&l«ﬁ&ta@es nidos
Centro ﬂul;&_al.ﬁrasil g
Estados Unidos

Uniso culﬁmﬁalvswasilwﬂstaﬁas

Unidos

Ingtituto Ghilen@~ﬁ@rteameri¢ane
de Cultura
Ingtituto dhileneaﬁgrteameriaano

Ingtituto Q%ilena~ﬂhrteameriéaho
de Cultura

Gentro ColonbosAmericano
Centro ColombosAmericanc -
Centro Cultural Costarricense«

Nortoamerioano

Instituto Cultural

Cubanow
Norteamericano

1tural Pominicow
Americanc

Instituto Cu

¢ontre EcuatorianosNoyteanerieano

Instituto @uafema&ﬁeﬁaﬁ&megiéaﬁa

DATE
o OF
FOUNDATION

1927
1931

1943
1946
19h1
1001
1543
1938

1946
1837

1943
1938

19h2
1938
1946
1940
1949
1945
1942

1947
1941
1945



Appendix no. 3 {eont.)
DATE

LOCATION o oF
POUNDATION

_HAITI o , |
PortwansPrinee  Institut Haltiano-Américain 1942
HONDURAS
Tegucigalpa . Instituto Héndureno dé Cultura
o Interamovicana 1939

Mﬁxiea, DeFy JInstituto MexilcanosNortes
américance de Relaciones o
- Culturales 1942
Guadalajera Instituto MexieanosNoptes
americane de¢ Eelaaieaes »
i \ Culturales 1951
NICARAGUA

Managua Gentro Cultural Nicaraguengee 4
o Amepicanc 1942
PARAGUAY

Aguneion Céntro Culiural Paraguayow .
oERD Améericano 1ok

Lima Instituto Cultural Peruanoce o
o Néorteameridana 1938
URUGUAY

Montevideo Alianza Cultural Uruguay-Estados "
o Unidos 1939
VENEZUELA

‘Caracas Centro VenezolahosAmericanc 1641

ﬁaﬁea afvfeaaaatian.ware.fcaﬁﬁ in\ﬁavﬁflﬁapawtmaaz quaﬁ&tﬁu

R BentoandioT foport of €he Secretary of Gtate o Cong
Janaary 1 to 3unﬁ 3@§ 1950, Intérnational Information and
‘Cniggral Series, nos 18 (Washingtons The Department; 1951),
Ps D0,



Appendix no. 4

OCCUPATIONAL GROUPING OF AMERICAN CENTERS*' CLIENTELE

(Based on Detalled Analysis Made by
14 Centers of 25,086 Persons)

Occupational Hembership Znroliment Library
Grouping in English  Borrovers
Classes
White Collar Workers 16% 26% 29%
(Clerks, secrstaries, etc.)
Students (High School 194 37% 30%
and University)
Housewives 16% 8% 104
Teachers 8% 4% 7%

Professionals (Doctors 18% 6% 8%
lawyers, librarians, ete.)

Spacialists and Technicians 5% 3% 4
Business Men (Owners, agents, 8% 5% 6%
managers, etc.)

Others (Artists, military, 10% 114 6%

laborers, writers, ete,)

Data furnished by the Division of Libraries and Institutes of
the Department of State, based on a survey made during the fall
of 1950, as found in Charles W, Harrington, The Cultural Centers,
Uncle Sam's Bid for Friendship (Unpublished paper, University of
New Mexico, 1952), p. 23.



Appendix no, 5*

Table 19 ~ Binational Centers in the ggpar American Republics
(Calendar year 1950)

Losation Staft r'ﬁmnselgial Merbe
- enpers
American 5| sufiicliency
grantess” ) Loeals
Percent’
Tﬂtal.-.e.-.--uc.-»u-- 82 5aa 61!? 2%,637
ARGENTINA-BUBNCS AIRESsenees 36 97,4 é 22;8
CORDCBAsesunns 2 20 «2 O
ROGARICeanansw & g g.z
BOLIVIA = IA PAZwesmenes 10 . gﬁg
BRAZIL « BA}H,&....u.u e 10 Qh‘ 1’
CURITIBAgsevse & 1 .2 & 580
FORT ruoew b i1 24,8 . 184
PORTO ALEGEE., 3 15 68,4 1,617
REGK?E‘DQQQQQQU-'Q 0 &9l2 b 560
RIC DE JANEIROD 4 g 79.2 1,188
SANTOS s anonnnn i 5 Dl ﬁz
SAQ PAULOsaewe b3 47 15
CHILE « CONCEPCIONgpanss 2 7 70.2 &1k
. SAHTIAGCssuvesne 5 32 66.9 2;8
VALPARAISOsqnwese 2 7 ha.g 3
coL@MBIA*ﬁQGO?A;.Q.quQn 6 5?6' %ga
MEDELLINeysaens !2 b1 61.7 iy
COSTA RTICA~BAN JUSEsuees 10 gﬁ.s 321
CUBA=IADANAununsontnanns 2 10 »3 61;91{)
DOMINICAN REPUBLICe
CIUDAD TRUJILIOesess 3 11 33‘3
BCUADORGUITO s neossonss g 10 204
GUATEMALA=GUATERALApases 17 4749 1,966
HAITI=PORT AU PRINCEiewe 3 9 1%02 366
HONDURASwTRGUCIGALPAyeey 2 23 é o7 by
MEXICOMEKICO,DuFuerenes 6 37 3,837
NICARAGUA=HANAGUAsssvens 1 1 19,0 iaeyeus
PARAGUAY~A8UHCICH e enwsns 3 piy 3 M
PERU~LIMAqsessnseannunss D Wy gm. Loy
URUGUAY-MORTEVIDECsssonsaves - h 2.0 ¢ 300
VEREZURIA~CARACA S s eunson 16 43,3 e 110

' Binational centers operste on a calendareyear besis, with
attandance figm*es cumnistive from Jamuary - December,

2 pmerican staffs provided by Department,

3 pdministrative and teaching staffs pald from local income

., of centers,
Percent of total operating costs, including Department assist-
ance, coverad by local income.
Prograns open to the general publie include lectures, exhibiis,
e¢oncerts, soclal events, forums.

S Estimated.

‘ Publde ary
English Kumber irenlation Library Publie
¢lass en- of of Users Program
rollment | Volumes Volumes attendance’

Total

50,513 145,145 170,702 323,703 620,268
34,750 6,316 © 567 ¢ 500 © 1,400

11%?0 93 2,310 13,560 9,305

403 3,483 2,610 886 53340
1,76 2,708 3,009 10,‘!-'73 23,379

b, 52§ 2,637 3,097 2217
e lgg ‘3, ¢2,030 ¢1,050 s 12,045

365 3,11-51 24 137 75303 18,742
288 1% i 2030 331900
e B ol ondg ik
7,528 8, 1&,812 %:5{8 64,281

,023 , +168 o1 16,417
2,952 4813 20,056 13,200 554565

527 2,562 2021 7y %%;7’ 5
2,26k 54717 7564 23,511 M
1,023 2,99 2,426 4098 28,077
Mg Lo amzm Gk e

’ * ¥ ’

6 06 %66 68 L4
1,206 1% g 1810 12159
1,18“’ 8’ 9 9888 20’ L4

14,030 1,135 3,682 9,871
5,327 EETEE LIS

’g}% 64331 o) 18,937 agzyeu

3,332 43%31 9:1?1' 261933 21,324
¢ 1,100 ' avevens . 6,000
1] 'gﬁ.t'l"dﬂﬂt.'!"ﬂti‘ sEERAREN S P y
©1,624 8,392 8,507 k,366 15,000

75mall collection of Englisheteaching materials only; center
uses separate U. 5., Information Center maintained by Department.

;Th; ag:ve :ablg v?s re%rodueed fromt ot
« 8. partment of State %am&:xn Iruths
Phase, Sixth Semi-ax;nua POT %%g'c e Secretary of State
to Congress on the International Information and Educational
Exchange Program, July 1 to December 31, 1950, Publieation no.
4375 (Washington: The Department, 1951}, p. 63.
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Engiish Iae¢¢a¢.e<¢a,¢w. 3@@&& American Engiish,” Book I
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