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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION

Psychologists t e l l  us the  hone has tremendous inportance in  the  

growth, p e rso n ality  development, and character of ch ild ren .^  This 

fa c t  has relevance in  th is  s e t t in g  as the  author considers ^dmt e ffe c t  

divorce and/or lo ss  o f a  parent in  any way has on in te llig e n c e  and 

achievement on ch ild ren  from such an environment.

I f  the  home c u ltu ra lly , so c ia lly , and economically prepares the  

ch ild ren  fo r  general socie ty , the  broken home may be conpared to  a  yard 

w ith  a  broken fence vMch provides le s s  p ro tec tio n  fo r  those in s id e , so
O

t h ^  a re  more l ik e ly  to  f a l l  out or go a stray .

The re s u l ts  of two decades o f changing so c ia l a tt i tu d e s  toward 

m arriage and the loosening o f s tr in g e n t divorce laws throu^iout the 

country emerged w ith  the  pub lica tion  o f a  new stucfy by the  United S ta tes 

Census Bureau and the N ational Center fo r  Health S ta t i s t ic s .  This r e ­

p o rt in d ica tes  th a t  in  recen t years the  divorce r a te  had more than 

doubled and the  nm ber o f  ch ild ren  involved in  divorce had more than 

t r ip le d . Census demographers have estim ated th a t ,  i f  current lev e ls  o f 

divorce p e rs is t ,  nearly  four out o f every ten  m arriages w il l  end in  

d ivorce . ^

According to  the  s t a t i s t i c s  ccmpiled by the  Census Bureau, the  

divorce r a te  in  1940 was 2/1000 persons. A fter Wbrld War I I  i t  clinfced 

to  an a l l  time h i ^  of 4.3/1000 persons and then down in  1960 to  2.2/1000 

persons. I t  began to  soar during the l a s t  15-20 years. In  1978 th ere

1
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were 1.1 m illio n  divorces and 2.2 m illio n  m arriages—making the  divorce 

r a te  5.1/1000 persons.^

The same rep o rt found th a t  the number o f ch ild ren  involved in  

divorce rose  from 361,000 in  1956 to  1,117,100 in  1978. The nunber o f 

one-parent fam ilies m aintained by wanen increased by 13%—or more than 

double between 1960-1978. The proportion o f ch ild ren  liv in g  w ith  only 

one parent clinbed from n ine percent o f a l l  ch ild ren  in  1960 to  19% 

in  1978.

The depreciating  a tt i tu d e  toward fam ily l i f e  in  our society  

has in te n s if ie d  in  the p ast few years. I t  i s  ccranon to  f in d  an in ­

creasing  nunber o f  ch ild ren  in  the  elementary classroom from broken 

hemes. According to  Joyce Maynard, ten  m illio n  school-age ch ild ren  

l iv e  in  sing le-paren t homes.^

I t  would seem th a t  a  study o f ch ild ren  from broken hem es/single 

parent deserves more than passing a tten tio n . A quotation frem an 

a r t i c l e  in  the  May 1980 Reader's Digest expresses th e  problem.

"On the surface, they d o n 't seem any d iffe re n t 
frcxn k ids vhose fam ilies a re  in ta c t .  They wear 
the  same ta t te re d  jeans, smile w ith the  same
m eta llic  b races  bu t divorce, th o u ^  no longer
a  stigma, i s  nonetheless a  wrenching s ^ i e s  of 
c r is e s  th a t  se ts  these ch ild ren  ap art.

This study includes a  l i te r a tu r e  review o f several s tud ies

th a t  have been completed as w ell as the  findings o f th is  author. This

research  used t e s t  re s u l ts  o f twenty-seven (27) fo u rth  graders from

sing le-paren t homes and conpared those re s u l ts  w ith  t e s t  r e s u l ts  of

twenty-seven (27) fou rth  graders chosen randomly from two-parent homes

in  the  same school system. In  th is  study, two-parent fam ilies include
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3

ch ild ren  vhose p resen t paren ts may o r may not be th e i r  b io lo g ica l 

paren ts. The research  s o u ^ t  to  determine vhether o r not th e re  was 

a s ig n if ic a n t d ifference  in  achievement and in te llig en c e  t e s t  scores 

between the  two gro\:ç)s o f students.

C hildren 's behavior re su ltin g  from a  change in  family s tru c tu re  

can range from normal adjustment to  severe mental aberra tion . Children 

from two-parent homes may a lso  ex h ib it th is  range o f behavior. I t  is  

apparent th a t the  time has a rriv ed  to  examine poss ib le  areas o f specia l 

needs o f ch ild ren  o f s ing le-paren t fam ilies th a t  may be unique. Because 

o f the  unlim ited scope o f the  possib le  avenues of study, th is  s t u ^  has 

been lim ited  to  only a composite o f scores re la tin g  to  achievement and 

in te llig en ce .

Statement o f Problem

One possib le  method o f approaching the study o f sp ec ia l needs 

th a t ch ild ren  from sing le-paren t homes may have would be to  make an 

ob jec tive  stucfy of how much o f a problem students from sing le-paren t 

hemes have in  reaching a c c ^ ta b le  leve ls  o f achievement. Therefore, 

th is  stucfy w ill  attem pt to  determine possib le  variance between achieve­

ment and in te llig en c e  o f ch ild ren  in  sing le-paren t and those from two- 

parent homes.

I t  i s  possib le  th a t  adverse home conditions are  re la te d  to  

adverse school achievement. Social fa c to rs , including u n se ttled  

homes and so c ia l s ta tu s  o f ch ild ren  may have influence xçxon the  teach­

ing and learn ing  process in  school, kferybeth Shinn ccxnpleted a  review
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o f research  findings xdnich show s ig n if ic a n t d ifferences and o thers %hich 

show l i t t l e  o r no d ifference  between th e  conpared groups.^

The purpose o f th is  study i s  to  determine i f  there  i s  a  s ig n i­

f ic a n t d ifference  in  in te llig en c e  o r achievement between the s in g le - 

parent ch ild ren  and the  ch ild ren  liv in g  in  a  home w ith  two p a re n ts .

The n u ll  hypothesis th a t  was te s te d  i s  th a t there  i s  no s ig ­

n if ic a n t  d ifference  in  the  lev e l o f achievement o r o f in te llig en c e  o f 

ch ild ren  from sing le-paren t hemes conpared to  ch ild ren  from two-parent 

homes.

D elim itation o f  the  Study

The r e s t r ic te d  sanple se lec tio n , and the  number o f students 

used in  th is  study may p ro h ib it one from making g en era liza tio n s . Gen­

e ra liz a tio n s  developed may be app licab le  only to  the  sanple involved 

in  th is  study.

A ll o f the ch ild ren  from sing le-paren t hcnfâs in  the  fou rth  grade 

c lasses a t  the  libby  Public Schools a re  included in  th is  stucfy. A fter 

determining the nm ber o f students (twenty-seven) th a t  conprised th a t 

group, a  l ik e  number o f ch ild ren  from two-parent homes were se lec ted  

randonly from the  remaining fourth  grade population.

The stucfy was r e s t r ic te d  by the  following delim ita tion : the

population fo r  the  p ro jec t w il l  be r e s t r ic te d  to  the  fourth  grade s tu ­

dents liv in g  w ith in  the  Libby School D is tr ic t ,  Libby, Montana.
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T.imLtatians of the Stud^

This study was lim ited  by the  fa c t  th a t  th e re  were some assunp- 

tio n s made vAiich could have changed during the  period  of study.

Because the  lobby Public Schools ro u tin e ly  adm inisters the  

Otis-Lennon Test o f Mental A b ility  and the  Iowa Test of Basic S k ills  

to  a l l  fou rth  graders, th is  study was lim ited  to  da ta  from these  two 

instrum ents. These instruments a re  fu r th e r  discussed in  th e  sec tion  

e n ti t le d , 'Measuring Instrum ents."

The stucfy was fu rth e r  lim ited  because o f the  s ta tu s  o f ch ild ren  

%ho have been id e n tif ie d  as being from a  s ing le-paren t o r a two-parent 

home may change from the period o f id e n tif ic a tio n  to  the  period  o f data 

co llec tio n .

Because the population in  the  Libby schools i s  mobile, due 

p a rtly , to  seasonal vxork, some o f the  se lec ted  subjects fo r  th e  study 

would tra n s fe r  out o f the  Libby School D is tr ic t  between the  period  o f 

being se lec ted  and the f in a l  data co llec tio n  period. This da ta  was 

id e n tif ie d  and reported  as such in  the  f in a l  ana ly sis .

In  generalizing  the  r e s u l ts ,  th e re  i s  l i t t l e  known about some 

v a riab le s  ^diich may be s ig n if ic a n t. A tten tion  should be d irec ted  to  

the ccmdbining o f divorce, desertion  could be d iffe re n t from a  planned 

m utually agreed upon divorce o r separation . The cause and length  o f the  

absence and the  a v i la b i l i ty  o f support from re la tiv e s  or the  conmunity 

can a f fe c t  the  s in g le -p a ren t's  coping s t r a t ^ i e s  and the way the  c h ild  

w il l  be d e a lt w ith. Nothing i s  known o f the  "extended" fam ily o r o ther 

adu lts  vàio may have influence on the  ch ild . No assumptions were made
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about the role of the missing parent.
It was not possible in this stucfy to gauge the psychological 

stage of development throu^ vhich each student was passing at the 
tiiœ of data collection.

Ihe parents may have been divorced and remarried many times. 
There is nothing to indicate the emotional condition of children in 
either the single-parent or two-parent home.

Significance of the Problem

The in troduction  suggests th a t  divorce i s  a  problem o f n a tio n a l 

concern. A lbert J .  S o ln it, D irector o f the  Yale Child Study Center in  

New Haven, Connecticut says, "Divorce i s  one o f th e  most serious and 

complex mental h e a lth  c r is e s  facing  ch ild ren  o f the  1980's."®  This 

study was concerned w ith  ch ild ren  from sing le-paren t homes. The major 

cause o f ch ild ren  having to  l iv e  w ith one parent i s  divorce.

That the  incidence o f divorce in  Lincoln County i s  g rea t en o u ^  

to  w arrant fu rth e r  research  i s  supported by the  Lincoln County Clerk o f 

Court. Records show th a t  in  1978 th ere  were 163 marriages and 124 

divorces in  the county w ith an estim ated population o f 20,000. In  

Lincoln County the r a te  wsuld be 6.2 divorces per 1000 population as 

opposed to  an o v e ra ll n a tio n a l r a te  o f 5.1 per 1000 population.^ Die 

h i^ ie r  percentage o f divorces in  Lincoln County may in d ica te  th a t  there  

would be a higjier percentage o f s ing le-paren t hemes there  than the 

n a tio n a l average.
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Wiüi the  increasing  occurrence o f divorce w ith in  our socie ty  

and w ith numerous authors questioning the  previously unquestioned po si­

t iv e  e ffe c ts  o f the  " tra d itio n a l"  two-parent fam ily, i t  i s  paramount to  

study fu rth e r  the e ffe c ts  th a t liv in g  in  a  sing le-paren t hcxne may have 

on student achievement.

As our soc ie ty  goes th ro u ^  th is  period  o f so c ia l evolution in  

tenus o f in te rpersonal re la tio n sh ip s , fam ily organization, and demands 

upon e x is tin g  in s t i tu t io n s ,  i t  i s  e sp ec ia lly  appropriate to  search fo r 

e ffe c ts  upon student achievement.

In  concluding th is  section  dealing w ith  the  sign ificance  o f 

the problem, a  quotation  from Snidchen and Ihaqpson's summary o f s ig ­

n ificance  i s  worthy:

As persons in  the l iv e s  o f  ch ild ren , teachers 
must work to  be aware . . .  o f th ings having an impact 
on the  academic achievement o f th e i r  students. The 
cu rren t study seeks to  illum ina te  vhat seams to  be an 
a rea  virLch has drawn l i t t l e  a tte n tio n , and to  suggest 
to  p ro fessional educators a  possib le  need to  modify 
programs to  meet the specia l needs o f sp ec ific  ca te ­
gories o f s tu d en ts .10

D efin ition  o f Terms

Broken Hemes. For the purpose o f th is  study, a broken home 

is  defined as a home impaired in  i t s  normal b io lo g ica l set-up  as a 

r e s u l t  o f  death, divorce, separation , o r  desertion  o f e ith e r  paren t.

Single-parent ch ild ren . This term  re fe rs  to  child ren  vho have 

the  experience o f liv in g  a period o f th e i r  liv e s  in  a  family environ­

ment lacking e ith e r  a  mother figure  or a  fa th e r  figure.

T rad itiona l o r two-parent hone. For purposes of th is  s tu fy .
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th is  term re fe rs  to  a  home ^ e r e  ch ild ren  l iv e  together w ith  a  mother 

fig u re  and a fa th e r figu re . These may o r may not be th e ir  b io lo g ica l 

paren ts.
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Chapter 2 

REVTEtJ OF THE LITERATURE

An observation made by Robert H. Berge in  1950 appears to  be 

tru e  in  1980. He says th a t  the sources o f maladjustment o f  school 

age ch ild ren  a re  v a ried  and numerous. One source, the  broken heme, 

has n o t y e t been thorou^üy  stud ied  in  accordance w ith  up-to -date  

standards o f research . However, many researchers and educators a re  

p resen tly  concerning thenselves w ith  th is  sub ject.

One p e rtin en t source dealing d ire c tly  w ith  th is  sub ject i s  a

paper e n ti t le d , "E ffects o f Family Organization w ith in  Socioeconanic

S tra ta  upon Basic S k ill  Achievement." This research  examined the

e ffe c t of family organization  upon student achievement by using a

sanple of over four hundred f i f t h  grade students from a mid-westem

c ity  w ith  100,000 population. In  th e ir  find ings, i t  was observed

th a t ch ild ren  from two-parent fam ilies tend to  record  h i ^ e r  achieve-
19ment scores than students fran  one-parent fam ilies.

A summary rep o rt from bbrriage and Divorce Today ind ica tes 

th a t ch ild ren  in  the  U.S. today who are  liv in g  w ith  a separated or a 

divorced mother a re  l ik e ly  to  be liv in g  in  o r near poverty. Separated 

and divorced wanen in  the  survey were more l ik e ly  to  describe them­

selves as more tense  o r depressed than were m arried wonen.^^

In  a  stucfy by Lamberts and Bulloch, i t  was reported  th a t  there  

was a  divergence between th e  overt-covert a tt i tu d e s  o f ch ild ren  from 

one and two parent fam ily s tru c tu re s . The incidence of one-parent

%
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fam ilies i s  g rea t enough to  warrant fu rth e r  research  in to  th is  m atter.

Strenner and Katzenmeyer rep o rt a  strong re la tio n sh ip  between 

the  Interm ediate Level Self-Observation Scales and teacher ra te d  reading 

achievement. They reported  th a t se lf-concept contributed  s ig n if ic a n tly  

to  the  p red ic tio n  o f achievement a f te r  co n tro llin g  fo r  in te llig en c e .

In summary, they reported  th a t assessments o f self-concept were co rre­

la te d  p o s itiv e ly  w ith  IQ and sch o las tic  achievement, and th a t they r e ­

p resen t a new domain o f usefu l inform ation in  explaining achievement 

d iffe ren ces .

According to  Hetherington,^^ the  households o f divorced mothers 

and fa th e rs  a re  generally  more disorganized than those o f in ta c t  fami­

l ie s .  Children o f  s ing le-paren ts a re  more l ik e ly  to  have ir re g u la r  

meals and bed tim es, w ith ir re g u la r  d ie t  p a tte rn s . Divorced parents 

make fewer m atu rity  demands o f th e ir  ch ild ren . They are demanding le s s  

s e l f - s u f f ic ie n t , autonomous and mature behavior o f  th e ir  ch ild ren  and 

are  le s s  l ik e ly  to  s o l i c i t  the  c h ild 's  opinion and a re  le ss  l ik e ly  to  

use reasoning and explanation than a re  paren ts o f in ta c t  fam ilies.

Ih is  was reported  to  have a more adverse e ffe c t  on boys than on g i r l s .

Divorced parents a re  le ss  consisten t w ith  th e ir  ch ild ren , and 

th is  lack  o f consistency i s  re f le c te d  in  the  lack  o f contro l they have 

over th e i r  ch ild ren . S tresses in  family functioning following a divorce 

are  re f le c te d  in  changes in  l i f e  s ty le , emotional d is tre s s , and changes 

in  a tt i tu d e s  towards s e l f  which may be m ediating fac to rs in  changes in  

the c h ild 's  behavior and s^ f-co n c ep t.

Liane L e i^ to n , working in  the  Port Washington Schools, sa id
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th a t th ere  i s  an evolutionary p a tte rn  in  a fam ily 's  divorce, w ith  the  

ch ild  o ften  being a ffec ted  d if fe re n tly  a t  d if fe re n t s tag es . One o f 

the  main po in ts i s  th a t in  dealing w ith  the  sp e c if ic  problems o f a 

ch ild  undergoing s tr e s s ,  i t  i s  important to  be empathetic to  the  s i tu ­

a tio n . Teachers must be aware th a t  a t  c e r ta in  stages o f the  divorce 

process, a  parent i s  going th r o u ^  such d i f f ic u l t ie s  th a t he/she c a n 't  

paren t, thereby causing add itiona l problems fo r  the  ch ild .

The U.S. Census Bureau rep o rts  th a t  divorce has doubled in  the  

l a s t  twenty years. Janine M. Bernard s ta te s  th a t  twenty percent of 

ch ild ren  in  the elementary schools w i l l  have divorced paren ts in  the
1 Q

1980'S. Hetherington, Cox, and Cox considered the  so c ia l, emotional,

and cognitive  development o f ch ild ren  follow ing divorce. In  th e i r

study they suggest th a t  f i f t y  percent o f the ch ild ren  bom  in  the  1970 ' s
19w ill  spend some time liv in g  in  a s in g le-p aren t home. Since we have no 

reason to  expect the  incidence of divorce to  decrease, we must consider 

th a t problem to  a ffe c t  the  behavior o f  ch ild ren .

Since parents a re  o ften  angry and h o s t i le  during a divorce, i t  

i s  common fo r  ch ild ren  to  ejdnibit h o s t i l i ty .  Unis anger ccm plicates 

m atters, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the schools. Depression, g u i l t ,  and fea r  a re  

common emotional reac tions o f ch ild ren  a t  the th re a t of a  divorce. 

Bernard rep o rts  th a t  research  e ffo r ts  thus f a r  have not o ffered  a  com­

prehensive, therapeu tic  program to  h e l^  ch ild ren  avoid the p i t f a l l s  as 

they a d ju s t to  th e ir  new l i f e  s i t u a t io n s . ̂ 0 Wnile aspects o f divorce 

and ch ild ren  need to  be stud ied  fu r th e r , i t  i s  important to  begin to  

use the  inform ation availab le  now in  attem pts to  help child ren .
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In  sp ite  o f the  fa c t th a t  divorce may be a p o sitiv e  so lu tio n  to  

d estru c tiv e  family functioning and the eventual outcome m ^  be a  con­

s tru c tiv e  one, fo r many family menbers the  t r a n s it io n  period  following 

separa tion  and divorce i s  s t r e s s fu l .  Hetherington, Cox, and Cox found 

th a t  th e  p a tte rn  o f d ifferences between one-parent home ch ild ren  and 

ch ild ren  from homes w ith m arita l c o n f l ic t  changes markedly over the 

course o f two years following divorce. They note in  th is  stucfy as in

th e ir  1975 study, th a t boys appear to  be more vulnerable to  both  the
21e ffe c ts  o f m arita l discord and o f divorce, than a re  g ir ls .

Children fran  divorced hones displayed more aggressiveness, 

lack  o f se lf-c o n tro l, and were more e a s ily  d is tr a c tib le  and demanding 

o f he lp  and a tte n tio n  both in  school and a t  hone. Therefore, Hether­

ington deems i t  c r i t i c a l  th a t support systans be developed to  re lie v e  

some o f the s tre sse s  confronted by ch ild ren  vho are  experiencing the 

emotional trauma o f a  divorce s itu a tio n .

E lo ise  Bentley has concluded th a t  a  teacher needs to  properly  

prepare to  counter the fee lin g  th a t  i t  i s  an abnormal s itu a tio n  to  face 

growing tç> w ith a  parent absent, because th is  fee lin g  may c rea te  an 

emotional a tt i tu d e  vhich works against the  normal learn ing  process. 

Bently fu rth e r  fe e ls  th a t  a  te a c h e r 's  e ffec tiveness in  dealings w ith  

ch ild ren  o f broken homes can be increased by taking advantage o f the 

perceptions and experiences o f those vho have analyzed and worked w ith 

th is  problem. Therefore, she has presented an annotated bibliography

o f m ateria ls  th a t  provide an in troduc tion  to  the problem, and i n s i s t s
23in to  ways the  young c h ild  may r i s e  above h is /h e r  s itu a tio n .
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Of a l l  the  problems fam ilies have, the  one vhich looms the 

la rg e s t i s  divorce in  the  th e s is  o f Goldenberg and McNair in  th e ir  

d iscussion o f the d isrup tive  school. They po in t ou t th a t in  many in ­

stances i t  i s  the fa th e r  vho i s  the  m issing paren t, and th a t the  fa th e r  

i s  an important in s tru c to r  o f so c ia l behavior fo r  h is  ch ild ren . I h ^  

p resen t evidence to  show th a t a  la rg e  proportion o f  m otherless and 

fa th e rle ss  ch ild ren  so c ia lly  a re  poorly adjusted. The emotional s ta b i­

l i t y  o f  ch ild ren  from sing le-paren t homes i s  a lso  in  danger. They are  

le ss  l ik e ly  to  conform to  ru le s , accept blame, fe e l  g u i l t ,  base judge­

ments on moral p rin c ip le s , o r v e rba lly  accept moral values.

Goldenberg and McNair fu r th e r  support H etherington 's findings 

th a t fa th e rle ss  boys ccmpensate le s s  in  the absence o f a fa th e r  than 

g ir ls  do. Therefore, boys a re  more adversely a ffec ted  by fa th e r  

absence.

Goldenberg and McNair p resen t the  th e s is  th a t  v h ile  circum­

stances may prevent parents from being able to  f u l f i l l  th e ir  respon­

s i b i l i t i e s  in  con tribu ting  toward s ta b i l i ty  and secu rity  fo r th e ir  

ch ild ren , th is  cannot be tru e  in  the  case o f educators. They fe e l 

th a t i f  school personnel are  aware o f the amount o f  d isrup tion  and in ­

s ta b i l i ty  in  the  liv e s  o f  a g rea t number o f the ch ild ren  fo r  vhom they 

are  responsib le, i t  should be re f le c te d  in  th e i r  classroon management 

o r school organ izational p a t t e r n s .

An in te re s tin g  theory i s  presented by Jane t and Larry Hunt.

They suggest th a t fa th e r  absence has negative consequences fo r  id e n tity  

and achievement o rien ta tio n  fo r  v h ite  ch ild ren  more than fo r  black
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ch ild ren , and e sp ec ia lly  fo r ch ild ren  in  the  middle socioeconomic 

c la ss . In ^vhat appears to  be a continuing study, they consider tdie 

p o s s ib il i ty  th a t  perhaps fa th e r  absence may make th e  g i r ls  stronger, bu t 

th a t i t  may r e s u l t  in  the  g i r l ' s  lo ss  o f  s k i l l s  fo r  in te rac tin g  w ith  males

in  general, and th a t  i t  may lead  to  e ith e r  extremely shy and withdrawn
27o r inappropria te ly  a sse r tiv e  behaviors r e la t iv e  to  male peers.

They suggest th a t a l th o u ^  fa th e r  absence may have a  danpening 

e ffe c t on the  achievement o f male ch ild ren , i t  may work to  fre e  female 

ch ild ren  fo r stronger attachment to  personal achievement goals. Thus,

%hen both sex-role and achievement effects are considered, father ab­
sence may have mixed inplications for the development of female children. 
The context to yhich the achievement advantage of these girls registered 
in the context of the school can be translated into the realization of

popersonal success goals in adulthood is questionable, however. °
One c o n flic tin g  and very in te re s tin g  theory i s  proposed by 

David Steward and Valentino Louisa. In te llig en ce  and academic achieve­

ment scores o f 180 emotionally d istu rbed  adolescents were re la te d  to  

the p erso n ality  p ro f ile s  v ia  a canonical v a r ia te  analy sis . R esults o f 

the analysis  ind icated  th a t the  emotionally d istu rbed  adolescent %ho i s  

low in  ego s treng th , tense, g u i l t  prone, se n s itiv e , shy, and submissive 

tended to  appear and t e s t  more in te l l ig e n t  and to  demonstnrate h igher 

academic achievement. While th is  i s  no t srpported in  o ther research  

done by the  author, i t  would seem worthy o f consideration  in  th is  study 

o f ch ild ren  vho a re  emotionally d isturbed by fam ily reorganization .^^
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Jan ice  M. Hatmmd vho i s  a  s t a f f  consultant fo r the  Wayne County, 

Michigan Schools, rep o rts  on her findings in  a study of 165 ch ild ren  in  

grades 3-6. One-half o f these ch ild ren  were from sing le-paren t fa m ilie s , 

and one-half were fran  two-parent fa m ilie s . They were of a  lower-middle 

to  middle-middle c la ss  cairaunity. Hanmond found no s ig n if ic a n t d i f ­

ference in  se lf-concept, math, or reading achievement, im naturity , w ith­

drawal, or peer re la tio n  in  ch ild ren  o f e ith e r  group. Ihe teachers, 

however, reported  th a t boys o f divorced fam ilies ra te d  s ig n if ic a n tly

h i ^ e r  in  school behavioral problems. G irls  in  the  stu<fy showed no
30s ig n if ic a n t d ifferences on any o f these measures.

John % or. P resident o f the Ifetional Educational A ssociation,

w rites concerning the  stucfy done by a  panel studying the  reasons fo r  a

consisten t decline in  Scholastic  Aptitude Test scores during the  p ast 
31fourteen years. % or suggests, "Ihe panel po in ts to  changes during 

th is  period  in  the  ro le  o f the  family in  the  educational process, 

noting p a r tic u la r ly  the  increase in  the  number o f ch ild ren  liv in g  in  

homes in  vhich tax) p a ra its  a re  no t p resen t, A lth o u ^  lacking d e f in itiv e  

evidence, the  panel concludes th a t  the  e ffe c t  o f these changes i s  

negative.

Lessing, Zagorin, and Nelson rep o rt on a  study e n ti t le d , "WISC 

Sub t e s t  and IQ Score C orrelates o f Father Absence." Vhile th is  stai<fy 

suggests th a t  most studiae have been done w ith co llege  students as sub­

je c ts ,  they discuss a strufy done by Maxwell w ith 292 B ritish  c h ild  

p sy ch ia tric  c l in ic  p a tie n ts , ages e i ^ t  to  th ir te e n . In th is  study, 

vhen compared w ith  fa th e r present ch ild ren , the ch ild ren  vho had
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experienced fa ttie r absence a f te r  age f iv e  were more lik e ly  to  score below 

the median on the conprehension, vocabulary, p ic tu re  completion, p ic ­

tu re  arrangement, and coding s u b te s ts . In  Ikxsre ll's  findings, no s ig ­

n if ic a n t  a s s ic ia tio n  was found between fa th e r  absence and scores of 

the  a rithm etic  sub test.

In  the  stucfy mentioned above, the  subjects consisted  o f  311 boys 

and 122 g i r l s  \ho  were given the  WISC during the  period 1960-1966. Age 

lev e ls  were 9-15 years. Subjects had experienced a mmimim o f two years 

o f fa th e r  absence. The findings in  regard tx> the e ffe c ts  o f fa th e r  

absence suggest th a t there  a re  both general and sp ec ific  d e f ic i t s .  Ihe 

general d e f ic i t  was found among ch ild ren  o f working-class background vho 

scored lower verbal, performance, and f u l l  sca le  IQ scores than fa th e r  

p resen t ch ild ren  of the  same so c ia l c la ss . The major sp ec ific  e ffe c t  

o f  fa th e r  absence was in  re la tio n  to  performance IQ. Father-absent 

ch ild ren , regard less o f sex o r so c ia l c la s s , earned a lower mean per­

formance IQ than fa ther-p resen t c h i ld r e n .^

"For The Sake o f The Children, A Review o f The Psychological 

E ffects o f D ivorce," i s  an a r t i c l e  suggesting th a t a l th o u ^  divorce i s  

a widespread phenomenon tnday, th e re  continued to  be a h i ^ e r  incidence 

o f divorce among the poor than among the middle c la ss , and so c ia l po licy  

and programs must be responsive to  these  needs.

Because i t  i s  in  the education o f a l l  professionals vho r e la te  

tx) the  c h ild  o f divorce and h is  fam ily in  a developmental model th a t  we 

can begin to  irrpact fo r  so c ia l change, l e t  us consider th a t th e re  are  

d if fe re n t developnental phenonmenon, vhich are  discussed in  th is  a r t i c l e .
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Development o f various in te l le c tu a l ,  academic and physical s k i l l s  and 

the  nD tivation to  m aster them i s  a  dominant concern to  the  8-10 year 

old . A healthy  self-concept i s  important as a re  peer re la tio n sh ip s . 

Divorce can in te r fe re  w ith  t h i s , as i t  may become d i f f ic u l t  fo r  the  

ch ild  to  focus h is  a tte n tio n  ou tside  o f the  fam ily W iile school and 

peer re la tio n sh ip s  as would normally occur. The 8-10 year o ld  w il l  

be very much aware o f the  long-term s ign ificance  and meaning o f divorce. 

They frequently  e jç re ss  anger tnward one o f the  paren t f ig u res . Loyalty 

c o n flic ts—vhich parent to  love and side  w ith—take on r e a l i s t i c  s ig n i­

ficance fo r  th is  age ch ild . Wishes fo r re c o n c ilia tio n  a re  widespread, 

w ith  th e  ch ild ren  evidencing more c le a r-c u t fea rs  about the  curren t 

unstable  s i tu a tio n  and a lso  about the  fu tu re .

A lth o u ^  recen t research  has s tre sse d  the  inportance o f fa th e r­

ing to  ch ild ren  in  in ta c t  fam ilies, the e ffe c ts  o f fa th e r absence on 

ch ild ren 's  cognitive  development a re  s t i l l  being contested w ith seme 

researchers concluding th a t the  f a th e r 's  absence frctn the heme makes 

no d ifference  to  the  c h ild 's  school achievement. Other investiga tions 

have challenged th is  conclusion and the  a r t i c l e ,  "Father Absence and 

Cognitive Development," by I'ferybeth Shinn reviews research  re la tin g  

fa th e r absence to  c h ild re n 's  cognitive performance as assessed by IQ 

and achievement testis and school achievement. Seventy-five percen t of 

these stud ies have shown detximentul e ffe c ts  o f  fa th e r absence on c h ild ­

re n 's  in te l le c tu a l  performance.^7

Ihe  psychological meaning th a t fa th e r  absence has fo r  the  c h ild  

depends in  p a r t  on the  q u a lity  o f the fam ily re la tio n sh ip s  p r io r  to  the
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f a th e r 's  departure.

Another major methodological d i f f ic u l ty  i s  the  frequent lack  o f 

contro l over socioeconomic s ta tu s . There i s  abundant evidence th a t 

s ing le-paren t fam ilies are , on the  \diole, le s s  prosperous than two-parent 

fam ilie s . ^

Shiim 's a r t i c l e  contains sutanaries o f research findings \diich 

show s ig n if ic a n t d ifferences and findings vMch show l i t t l e  or no d i f ­

ference in  cogn itive  development w ith  fa th e r  absence. In sumnary, 

the  evidence by th is  research  shows th a t  rea rin g  in  fa th er absent 

fam ilies o r  in  fam ilies in  vhich fa th e rs  have l i t t l e  supportive in te r ­

ac tion  w ith  th e i r  ch ild ren  is  o ften  assoc ia ted  w ith poor performance 

on cognitive t e s t s . ^9

An a r t i c l e  by John Santrock e n t i t le d  "Relation o f Tÿpe and On­

se t of Father Absence to  Cognitive Development" discusses fu r th e r  the 

re la tio n sh ip  o f fa th e r  absence to  cognitive  development. He s ta te s  

th a t  on many occasions re sea rc te rs  have demonstrated th a t th e  fa th e r  

absent c h ild  performs more poorly than the  fa th e r  present c h ild  on in ­

te l le c tu a l  and achievement measures. The Suttcn-Snith  (1968) study 

evaluated  the  e ffe c t  o f the age a t  vhich fa th e r  absence occurred on the 

ACT scores o f en tering  college freshmen. The most in te l le c tu a l  d e f ic i ts  

re su lte d  vhen the  fa th e r l e f t  in  the  e a rly  or middle (0-4  o r 5-9) period . 

In  a  s im ila r stxufy, Deutsch and Brown (1964) found th a t fa the r-absen t 

f i r s t  and f i f t h  graders scored s ig n if ic a n tly  lower than th e ir  fa th e r
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presen t counterparts on the  Lorge-Ihom dike In te llig en ce  T est. Santrock 

rep o rts  on a study by Blanchard and B ille r  (1971) vhich showed th a t  early  

fa th e r absence had the  most detrim ental e f fe c t  on th ird  grade achieve- 

nent t e s t  socres and high fa th e r  presence had the  most p o s itiv e  e f f e c t .40 

The findings o f Santrock 's study strengthens the  contention th a t  cog­

n i t iv e  changes a re  a ffec ted  strongly  by fa th e r  absence.

An a r t i c l e  in  the  May, 1980 Reader's D igest e n ti t le d  "Children 

o f Divorce" i s  condensed from Newsweek, 2-11-80, I t  repo rts  th a t  th e re  

a re  cu rren tly  more than eleven m illio n  ch ild ren  under the age o f 18 

vhose paren ts a re  divorced, and suggests th a t  th e re  w ill  be one m illio n  

more ch ild ren  each year vho w il l  su ffe r  th r o u ^  the  d isso lu tio n  o f th e ir  

fam ilies. I t  i s ,  according to  th is  a r t i c l e ,  estim ated th a t 45% o f  a l l  

ch ild ren  bom  in  any given year w i l l  l iv e  w ith only one o f th e i r  paren ts 

a t  sane time before t h ^  a re  e i^ te e n ,4 l

In s titu tio n s  and p rofessionals a re  try in g  to  address the  problems 

of divorce in  new ways, Schools a re  beginning to  determine the  sp ec ia l 

needs o f  ch ild ren  from divorced fam ilies. Courts a re  turning more and 

more to  ou tside  p rofessionals fo r  help  in  deciding custocfy and v is i ta t io n  

cases. Counseling programs a re  becoming more ava ilab le  w ith counseling 

being inproved w ith  more knowledge and stucfy o f the  problems o f  divorced 

paren ts and ch ild ren  o f divorce. For b e tte r  o r worse, divorce continues 

to  s p l i t  fam ilies a t  an alarming r a te .  Thou^ paren ts, ch ild ren  and pro­

fessio n a ls  a re  strugg ling  to  cope, divorce and i t s  afterm ath can be a 

lab y rin th  o f confusion and c o n f lic t—sane o f vhich may never be resolved .
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Chapter 3 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Sanple

The population o f the sample was the  students in  th e  fourth  

grade vho attended Libby Public Schools in  libby , Montana during 1979- 

80. There are  four schools and n ine classrooms o f  fourth  graders. The 

to ta l  population in  the  fou rth  grade was 214 s tu d en ts .

The researcher used a l l  the  ch ild ren  in  the  fourth  grade vho 

had been id e n tif ie d  as coming fran  s ing le-paren t homes as one group.

The contro l group consisted  o f the  same number of s tu d en ts . T h ^  were 

randomly se lec ted  by numbering the  students and then se lec tin g  the  de­

s ire d  number (27) by a drawing.

I-feasuring Instruments

The in te llig en c e  quotien t was measured by the  Otis-Lennon Test 

o f îfental A b ility . The s ta te d  purpose of th is  t e s t  as given by the 

authors in  th e ir  manual fo r adm inistration  i s  th a t o f the p red ic tion  

o f academic succès s . Evaluators o f the  t e s t  s ta te  in  Euros' Seventh

jMentzal Measurements Yearbook th a t  the  standard iza tion  sample was chosen 

to  rep resen t the  coun try 's  educational system vnth con tro ls b u i l t  in  

fo r  school s iz e , fam ily incom , geographical loca tion , e tc . They sug­

g est th a t  su b s ta n tia l evidence i s  provided tx> in d ica te  th a t  the  O tis- 

Lennon is  re l ia b le . There i s  a  h i ^  c o rre la tio n  reported  between the

20
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Otls-Lennon and the  Iowa Tests o f Basic S k ills  composite s c o r e .^

Ihe data  fo r  inform ation on achievement was co llec ted  fircm 

the Iowa Test o f Basic S k ills , The manual fo r  adm inistering the  t e s t  

s ta te s  th a t the main purpose o f the t e s t  i s  to  enable teachers and 

school o f f ic ia ls  to  become quickly and dependably acquainted w ith 

accomplishments and a b i l i t i e s  o f  each pup il.

Evaluative reviews in  the  E ij^ th  Mental b^asuranents Yearbook 

ind ica te  th a t the ITBS i s  one o f the most c a re fu lly  constructed achieve­

ment te s ts  av a ilab le , and th a t i t  i s  a  s a tis fa c to ry  instrum ent fo r  ob­

ta in in g  inform ation on the  s ta tu s  o f p ip i l  development in  the  basic  

s k i l l  areas.

Procedure

A ll teachers were required  to  update enrolbnent cards during 

the f i r s t  few weeks o f  school. They id e n tif ie d  those students vdio liv ed  

in  a s ing le-paren t home as o f October 1, 1979. While the  s ta tu s  o f  the 

student may have changed, th is  c r i t e r i a  fo r  se lec tio n  o f ch ild ren  in  the 

^ experimental group was used.

A fter removing the  names o f those students from the enrollment 

i l i s t s  o f fou rth  graders, the researcher numbered the  remaining students

I and then by randomly drawing numbers se lec ted  the  same number (27) of

ch ild ren  from two-parent homes. Their s ta tu s  may have a lso  changed 

before the  conclusion o f the stutfy, bu t the  sample remained as se lec ted .

In  January, 1980, the  Iowa Test o f Basic S k ills  and the  Otis 

Lennon Test o f Mental A b ility  were given to  a l l  fo u rth  g rad ers . When
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the t e s t  scores were cocnputed, the  scores o f those students se lec ted  

to  be in  the stxufy were sen t to  the researcher. The scores were r e ­

ported in  p e rc en tile  form. The ITBS scores were n o t reported  in  raw 

score form by the ccmputer se rv ice , so t h ^  were no t availab le  fo r use. 

The manual fo r the  Otis-Lomon t e s t  suggests converting th e  DIQ to  

p e rcen tile  rank w ith  a  DIQ o f 100 being equal to  the  f i f t i e t h  percen­

t i l e . 4?

The non-parametxic s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t  used to  determine whether 

there  was s ign ificance  a t  the  .05 le v e l was the  ch i square t e s t .  This 

was necessary because the unito  o f the p e rc e n tile  rank score system were 

not equal.
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Chapter 4 

ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

Sumnary

Ihe author found th a t tiiere  was no s ig n if ic a n t d ifference  between

scores o f ch ild ren  frcm sing le-paren t homes vÆien ccnpared to  ch ild ren
n.

from two-parent hones. (Ihe l i o n  the  ITBS was 1.657 and on th e  O tis- 

Lennon i t  was 1.225. With a sample nuober o f f if ty - th re e  studen ts , 

the'^C would have to  be 40 + to  be s ig n if ic a n t a t  the .05 le v e l.

Conclusions

Because th ere  was no s ig n if ic a n t d ifference  in  the conposite 

scores, th e re  was no reason to  study ind iv idual t e s t  r e s u l ts ,  o r to  

d if fe re n t ia te  between sex o f students^rn  the  sample.

Ihe language d is a b i l i t ie s  teacher vho works in  two o f the  four 

Libby Public Elementary Schools repo rted  th a t  only one o f the  e i^ t e e n  

students in  h e r program comes from a s ing le-paren t heme. The elementary 

guidance counselor, who works w ith forty-one ch ild ren  who a re  re fe rre d  

to  him from a l l  four o f the  schools, rep o rts  th a t  th ir ty -n in e  percen t, 

or s ix teen , o f the  ch ild ren  come from sing le-paren t fam ilies. His r e ­

f e r ra ls  a re  fo r  academic, emotional, and behavioral problems. While he 

reported  i t  very d i f f ic u l t  to  divicie the  problems exactly  in  th e  c a te ­

go ries , he suggests th a t  a c lo ser look m i^ t  be made o f behavior and 

emotional problems o f ch ild ren  from s ing le-paren t hemes.

23
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Im plications

This author suggests th a t  th is  stucfy would in d ica te  th a t 

ch ild ren  from sing le-paren t homes may have o ther problems th a t  may or 

may n o t a ffe c t  academic achievement. A fu tu re  stucfy should be con­

side red  w ith  specia l a tte n tio n  being paid to  emotional problems and 

teacher ra tin g s  of behavior, as w ell as seme stucfy o f self-concept o f 

ch ild ren . People in te re s te d  in  fu rth e r  research  a re  re fe rred  to  an 

exce llen t book by R.B. Bums e n ti t le d , "The Self-Concept: Theory,

tfeasurement. Development and Behaviour."
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PERCENTILE SCORES

■Parent Single-Parent

UBS OTIS-IENNON TIBS OTIS-LENNON

1. 66 48 88 65

2. 53 40 61 83

3. 40 40 82 33

4. 71 69 94 57

5. 82 67 63 52

6. 97 95 63 52

7. 63 83 58 62

8. 50 52 29 50

9. 63 45 93 14

10. 63 73 50 67

11. 32 38 68 87

12. 34 55 91 25

13. 40 48 80 87

14. 80 81 37 65

15. 95 97 50 57

16. 23 50 78 69

17. 86 93 32 90

18. 86 90 58 95

19. 95 90 42 79

20. 68 33 82 90

21. 66 48 42 55

22. 78 86 50 19
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T^-Parent

PERCENTILE SCOPES (cont'd)

Single-Parent

TTBS CTIS-LENNQN TIBS OTIS-LENNON

23. 73 48 50 96

24. 68 81 26 65

25. 58 52 86 63

26. 82 94 78 86

27. 98 89
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CHI-SQUARE TEgr

Non-Parametric te s ts  a re  frequen tly  spoken o f as d is tr ib u tio n  

free  te s ts ;  indq>endent o f some c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f the  population 

d is tr ib u tio n .

Ihe 'X -^ tes t i s  a  median t e s t  used to  determine ^Æiether the  

observed frequencies o f + or -  signs depart s ig n if ic a n tly  frcci ex­

pecta tion  under the  n u ll  hypothesis.

%

Otis-Lennon

+ -

one- A 17 B 10
parent

two-
parent C 20 D 6

N (AD-BC)^

(A+m-) (C-H)) (A+C) (B4D) 

UBS

one- A 16 B 10
parent

two-
paren t C 21 D 6

1.225 1.657

53 (102 -  200)2

(27) (26) (37) (16)

5 0 9 0 12

= 1.225
4 1 5  5 8 4

53 (210 -  96)^

(27) (26) (37) (16)

6 8 8 7 8 8

= 1.657
4 1 5  5 8 4
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