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CHAPT®H I
THE PROBLEM AND THE DE®INITIUHS OF TRE TERMS USED

"liere has been much interest in the education of
gi°ted children. Z2Aduocational writers and others have
deplored the great loss to our gociety vwhen it neglects
to educate purposely those who deviate from the sverage
segment o our population, As a result, many school systems,
both large and smell, have begum to initiate programs to
supplement the regular curricula., In an ef”ort to help
the more intelligent children in its area realize at
least & part o° their potential, the Taber School Division
has adopted an acceleration plan for the pupils o* the

primary grades,

The adoption o% this acgeleration program has nrought
to the “sre several pertinent juestions, These may he
stated thus:

l. 1Is acceleration the uast provision for the

gifted in the Tauer School Division?

2, Is the program for the identirication of the

girted adequate?

3., How d0 the accelerates compare with the

non-accelerates in the same grade?

Y. Should there be a gradual extension of the

3
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R
program to include grades four, *ive, and six?
5. Should the plan be extended to the smaller
schools, and, 1f so, how should it be adapted
and mod{”ied?
6. what is the reaction of the teachers to the

scceleration program?
7. What recommendations c¢an he suggested for the

improvesent 0f the program?

The questions indicated above point out the
purpose of this study and the necessity of care®ul evaluation
if the program iz to be of any benefit to the pupils and
to the tsachers of the Taber School Division,

The purpose o this study may then be stated as:
(1) to describe the acceleration program ss instituted for
the primery grades in Taber School Division No. 6, (2) to
evaluate the program, and (3) to sugrest recomrendations

for its improvement,

Yor the purposes of this study certain assumptions
will have to be made., It must be azsumed that the study
will be of benerit to the teachers of the Taber 3chool
Division Ho, 6, It must be assumed &lso that the data

secured {n this data are accurate; 1t must be assumed
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S
that the data have been used to the best advantage.
Measuring devices vhen used as such must be assumed to de
valid fnstruments of measuremsnt.

This study has been delinited to the extent that
the pupils under sonsideration are pupils in schools
wvithin the administrative unit o the Taber School Divigion
Xo. 6. The study is concermed with the grade one class_
of the Taber 3chool Division ¥o. 6 in the school term of
1958, The study will attempt to trace the progress o® this
accelerated class to its coupletion o® grede thres in
June, 1960C.

It has been recognized also that conditions have
1irited the validity and the use”uilness of the study,
Variations in teaching methods, in teacher persomelity,
and in teacher efrort will have greatly af“escted teaching
results. [Ro provision for thase wvariations hasz heen made,.
Another aspect has been & lisiting factor;y no tests
vere administered to the two groups of pupils later used
as empariaan. groups with the accelerates at their entry
into grade one, This has precluded any compearison in
valid statistioal terms,

In the study, the following terms will have the

maanings indicsated:
Division:t the Taber School Division No. 6, a
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é
school syastes in the province o Alherta,
Corada, comorising =2ix urban schools and one
rural oousoltdation, 1ts boundsries co-teraminous
with the Municipal Distriet of Taber.

Superintendent: the Superintendent of Schools ®or
the Taber School Division No. 6 in charge of
supervision and administrstion.

Research Committee: a comnittee of three teachers
and the superintendent of the Taber School
Division 4o, 6 whose work is to initlate
educational policies within the Division.

Board: the Board of Trustees of the Tabver 3chool
Division No. 6, an elected body o” six members,
charged with the total adsinistration 2* the
Divisfon,

Accalerutess the pupils o* the Taber 3rchool Division
%o, 6 who will be completing the normsl three-year
course of the primary grades in two years,

Tests

Detroit Seginning: Detroit Ileginning *irst-Grade
Intelligence Test (Revi<ed), by Anna M. Engel,
and Harry J. Baker,

Detroit Advanced: Detrnit Advanced Tirst-Crade
Intelligence Tegt, Ly Harry J. 3a¥er.

Calgary Arithmetic Test: Calgary School Board
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7
Achievenent Test in Arithmetic, Grade I.
Dominion Tests: these are tests in the 71lelds of
reading, mathematics, and learning capacity,
prepared and! published by the Dapartment of
Educational Research, Ontario College o

Education, University o” Toronto.
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CIAPTER 11X

THE TASER SCHOGL DIVISION AuD THE INCEPTION
OF THE PROGRAM

I. THE TABRER SCHOQL DIVISIDN

The Taber School Division No. 6 is an educational
administrative unit in the south-eastern part of the province
of Alberta, Canada. The system may be exlled an urban-rural
educational system insofar as the sconcmy of the area is
based on agriculture, and the rursl students are conveyed
to central schools in the urban centres, The schoeols, with
a total anrolment of twenty-five hundred students, are
located in the urben centres of Taber, Barnwell, Grassy lake,
Vauxhsll, Enchant, and Travers. There 1s one rural school

at Kinniburgh.

“he largest of the urben areas s Taber, s small
town of approximately three thqussnd population, In this
town, there sre three elementary schools, the L, T,
Westlake, the Dr, Haxmman, and the Cantral schools. There
is one secondary school, the ¥. R, Myers High Schocl, In
the town of Vauxhall, about twenty-two miles north of Taber,
there are two schools, the L. B, Thomson Klementary fichool,
and the Vauxball High Ichool, West of Taber, in the village

8
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9
of Larnwell, is the Zarnwell Tlemeatary snd Junlor High
School, In the outlying di1=trietes north &nd eagst o® Tadber
at distances »* anproximately twenty mllees are the villares
of Bnchant, Travers, and Grassy lake. In Enchant, a village
north o Taber, the combined elementary and high school
enrols anproximately one hundred students. In Travere, also
north o® Taber, the school s much smaller than the school at
Enc:-'zant.l The Chanberlsin School, elementary and secondary,
is in the villagze of CGrazsy Lake, twenty miles eagt o® Taber,
The one rural consolidation is south-cast of Taber, a
distance of about twenty-elight miles, &n area known as the
Kinaiburgh district. The stat? o® this school 1= connosed of

three leachers, teaching grades one to nine,

It was in these elementary schools in the Tabder School

Pivision that the acceleration prograg was to be instituted,

II. THE IRCEPTTOH (% THE PROGRAM
Early in the 1956 ®all term, %he Superintenden® and
the FPesearch Committee expressed concern over the lack of
opnortunity given to the more brilliant supils {n the

primary grades o”® the elementary schools, Prelimiary

1Th¢ Travers distric? was amelgamsted with the Vulcan
County 1n 1960 and ceased to be a part of the Taver School
.nggs;on.
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10
plans were mada to send visiting teams to Billings, Montana,
Craston, Sritish Columbis, and to Calgary, ilberta, in order
to study at first hand the programs which these school
systems vere using in making provisions for the gifted in
their clessrooms. The approval of the Taber 3Jchool Division
Board of Trustees was obtained for these visits,

The *irst team, composed of two principals and a
Board sember, observed the 31illings, Hontans, system for
two days, and later reported its observations and
Wnﬁatim to the Superintendent and the Research
Committee. The second team, composed of the Beard
representative, a principal, and a vice-principal, observed
the operation o7 the acceleration program in the elementary
schools of Calgary, Alberta. The observations and the
recomrendations vers duly reported to the Superintendent and
the Research Committee, The last team, made up of two
principals and & Soard member, was sent to Creston, British
Columbia, The 3Superintendent and the Research Committee,
a®ter fully considering all three reports of the visiting
tesms, prepared an institute to consider the many problems
thus raised with all the teachers,
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At this institute, the tegchers o’ the elexzentsry
schools heard Mr. O. 3. Geiger, Supervisor of Publie Schools,
Calgary, describe the three-stream system of acceleration
for the primary grades as followed in the Calgary schools.
At &8 later meeting of the Superintendent, the Rasearch
Comuittee, and o the principals of the eledentary =chools
of the Taber 3chool Division, 1t wvas agreed to adapt the
Calgary three-stream progrsm to the needs o the Taber
School Division elementary aschools. Preliminary steps
were instituted to begin the program early in the *all
term of 1958 vith a Division-vide series of tests to
identify those students who would be considered for

acceleration,
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CHAPTER IIIX

THE LITERATURE ARD THE TARER DIVTSION
ACCELERATION PROGRAM

Mugh concern has been shown in regard to the
education o* that part of our population which we call the
girted. We have concentrated so greatly on providing a
good sucation to the graeatest number that we have often
negleated the education of those who eould learn most readily.
The emphasis has been on gquantity rather than on quality.
Recently, however, partly #s a result of the tremendous
advances o* Hnssiin science and technology, the emphasis
has shif®ted to the education of those who would theoretically
make the greatest contribution to our ctvili=ation., Hence,

there has arisen a great interest in accelerated classes and

in exxrishment prograns.

I. LITERATURE

Authorities in the “ileld of education have agreed,
to a point, on the mwed “or salvaging the apparently great
losses which we are incurring in an educational systenm
adapted to the education of the average in ability. 'rh_a
point of contention has remained as to the best means of
retaining these abillities and potentialities. Mach has been
written in this regard; much has been done; and many things

12
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rezalin to be dors beTore the problem can be s’fectively
attacked, Cutts and Noseley states
In our descorucy sll children ares egqually wm-thy of
our care and concern, and all should have eguality of
opportunity. But, as the Bockefsller Report on
Eduoation says, e ity of opportunity recognises
di*rerences in endovmsnt and motivats and therefore
saah child, ascording to his ability, 4 have "the
frndautoml wvhich counts for so sugh in terss of
individual espirs s and has produced so much of
sankind's gmtneu."
The authurs go oan to say that the basie problem of individusl
dirrerences is ous ©f learning. The taachor snd the school

systen sre Oonly to fucilitate the learming.

Harry A. Passow reitsrates his Delief that demccracy's
conzern should be far the fullest realimatien of all youth,
Sur society loses potential In not educating to the fullest
degrees. Ho makes this sistement:

Plamning for the tslented should be concerned with

three goals: (1) self-realization o’ the Mirmmin

(2) inareased praﬁmuuty of talent in school arnd
a&at 11&2 (3) incresse in the nstionsl reservolr

Havighurat, Stivers, and DeHaan inficate the great
interest there has been in the education of the gifted, and

Miorss E. Cutts, and J:i&alu Mossley, Providing
Tun‘lm El”’, R, J.t mntie“‘sallg I&., %)' Pe 10.

2ta

rry A. Passov and others, Plasning for Ialsniad
suth (New York: Duresaw of Pabliuhm, Teachers® College,
Golumbia Press, 1955), p. M.
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regret the 41r7iculty of getting a perspective on the
variety of things that are haprening and of keeping abreast
o the march o® events.J

Dellaan and Havighurst, in Edugating Gisted Children,
show thelr dissatisraction with the education of gifted
children in these wordas

How many gi®ted children will realize their
potentialities and becose distinguished persons,
contriputing in an outstanding way to the welfare of
their =«oolety and gaining for theasolves the
satis”sctions o” sxcellence performnce? Under presen
conditions, probably less than half of them will deo so.

The writers in the section on gifted children in the
Encyclopedia of ILducationsl Blessarch meintain the stand that

the typileal school curriculum does not of”er sufficient
challenge to the mentally superior child, In their opinion:

The “irst and most common attempt to meet the needs
o glfted children is that of rapid asdvancement or
accelerstion. At the elementary level acceleration is
accomplished by extra pg@antion or by sectioning to form
rapidly moving classes,

Dala ?iabert J. Havighurst, Eugene Stlvers, and HRobert ¥,
an, sn:xgx.nz.ﬁhsundnsnsina.nz.ﬁi:&ga
(Chicago: University o” Chicagn Press; 1955), pre“sce.
t"Rozwz't P. DeHaan and Robert J. Havighurst, Educating
§d£§¥d.§h1%d:nn (Chicagos The University o® Chicago Press,
19% s Pe 19,
SDorothy %, Rorris, Mary Hayslip, and Norma I. Hoonen,
"Girted Child " ' o2f mgmxm ggmmh
(New York: The Macnillan Company, 1956}, pp. HC5=10.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



15
These quotations and observatlions are but a fevw 2igns
which underline the importance attached %o the eduecation of
the gi”ted or the nmentszlly superior children.

With this common concern in mind, the Taber 3School
Division No. 6§ imaugurated its acceleration rrogranm.

1. THE ACCELERATION PROCRAM

The aecceleration program as initiated in the Taber
School Divislon *or it« primary grade puplls vas
essentially a melectiern of studente in the unpsr ten per
cont of the *irst grade and *he subsequent enrolment of
thir ten per cent o the pupils in rapidly moving classes,
Thus, pupil=s who were selected Tor acceleration could be
expacted to complete the regular program of grade one by
April 30 o* the ®ollowing year. This accelerated class
would then complete the work prescribed for grade two by
Dceeﬁbar'BI o* the 3ame year. The pupils in the
accelerated class would spend the time between January 1
and June 30 of the following year doing the course work
prescribed for grade three., These acceleratod students,
therefore, would spend eight months in grade one, six months
in grade two, and six months in grade three, or a total of

twventy wmonths, two school years, in the »rimary grades,

These, then, were the e=sential features o’ the

acceleration program, However, the selection procedurs
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smust be described in detail.

3election o* the accelerates vas to be based on the
results o” two intelligence tests, one achievement test in
reading, and one achievement test in arithmetic. These
results were to be supplemented by teacher judgment and
f#inally by teacher and parent approval. The two
intellizence tests chosen wers the Detroit 3aginning and
the Detroit Advanced, The Detroit ZJeginning test was to be
given to the grade ons pupils early in the new term, in
September. In Mebruary of the new year, the Detroit
Advanced test was to be administered to the zame grade one
group., 4t this time also, the Dominion Achievement Tests
in Reading Skills were also administered; these results
showed the achievement o the pupils in vocabulary, in
paragraph reading, and in sentence reading, in terns o*
grade equivalsnts., The Calgary Arithmetic Test, consisting
of tast¢ ' I--Understanding Humbers, and test II--Computation
and Problem Solving, was administered at the same tine. A
minimum rawv score of fifty in the two tests in arithmetie,
eguivalent to a grade score of two was to be regarded as the

minicum ecove in arithwetic ®or the purpose of acceleration.

Teacher and parental approval, with a ®inal assent of

the principal, completed the =election process,
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Secores obhtained “roa the Detrolt Jegimning test wvaried
considerably °rom scores obtained in the Detroit Advanced
teat, Hovever, it was felt that, in spite of the divergence
of scores, the intelligence juotients thus secured did give
some Indication of the relative position of the pupils insofar
as their intelligence sgores on these two tests and at this
time were concwrned. There was no definite score agreed
upon as the deciding point for acceleration. In ®sct, the
principals o* the achools concerned conzidered the
intelligence scores too high in general, In this they
concurred with the statement made by Yrederick Povell:

Two additional cenclusions have been arrived at

which require further research and substantistion,
Pirat, the teat is too easy for the age group to
which it ix being sedministered in Alberta; secopd,
the . 4.'s computed ”rox the test are too high.

With this coneclusion in mind, it was decided to uwe
the scores obtalned “rom the Detroit deginning snd Advanced
Tests in selecting the upper ten per cent of the ¢glass to he
cons {dered “or acceleration. The intelligence quotients
*rom the two Detroit tests were not to e used in the rigid
sense that an intelligence justient of one hundred and twenty-

#ive or more was to be the pasaport to acceleration. The scores

ware to indicate to the teachers and the principals concerned

ﬁ”?ederick Powell, "A Criticsl Fvaluation o” the
Detroit Berinning Wirst Grade Intelligence Test,”

Ihe Journal o” Educational Eesearch, 2:30-40,
Mareh, 19%6.
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the students who would be cpnsidered for acceleration.

The Dominion Reading Tests consisted of three types:
(1) Vocabulary, (2) Phrase and Sentence Reading, and (3)
Paragraph Reading, Pupils vho made & total grade score of
six in Phe three parts of the Dominion 2est and a grade )
score of one-seven, at least, in each of the three parts of
the Dominion Test, were to be considered for acceleration.
The total grade score of six in the three parts of the
Dominion Test was, of course, to be the minimum score for

the purposes of acceleration.

‘ As has been mentioned previously, a minimum score
of fifty in the Calgary Arithmetic Test, this score
being equivalent to a grade score of two, was to be the
point of minimum achievement for acceleration,

The teaehér's Judgment for the purpose of acceleration
was a purely subjective eatimate of the pupil's sociasl and

emotional maturity; 4t was based on no objective criterion.

*inally, it was agrsed that this program would be
implemented in the larger school centres of Taber and
Vauxhall, In the smaller centres, the principal and his

sta’f were to decide on the feasibility of the acceleration

prograg.
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CHAPTER TV
SELECTION OF THE ACCELRERATES

The adminisiration of the tests for the purpose of
selecting the accelerates was a relatively easy task in
contrast to the actual selection, The knowledge that this
selection was based on subjective data gave this part of
the task a more difficult aspect than usual,

Teste were administered in the grade one classroonms
in Taper, Barnwell, Enchant, Travers, Vauxhall, Kinniburgh,
and OGrassy lake, Table I, page twenty, shows the names of
the schools, the number of pupils in grade ons, the medians
for the tests administered, and the totals for the Division,

“ In Table I, reading scores are shown as totsl scores
for the three parts pf the test, and are expressed as grade
squivalents, .The median saores were found after adding these
three parts of the reading test., In arithmetic, the median
scores were caloculsted after adding the two parts of the test,
It will be noted that the medlans for the arithmetic test

are below the fifty mark required for acceleration in the

three schools of Enchant, Kinniburgh, and Travers,

19
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TAZLE T
RESULTS O™ T:3TS WOR ZRLECTI0H 0¥ ACCELERATLS

$

[ ] [}
Schools M RLrg 5 XA ! “Tal Achilevemer b3 B AL

' Beginning Advanced ' Reading Arithmetic
Jarnwell L\ ] 112 115 ! 6.0 ]
Cantral ' by 115 lﬁ 122 ¢ % 5¢1 ‘% 53
Chamberlain ' 20 09 19 1k * 19 6.3 19 60
Dr, Hamman ' 52 129 52 128 ' 52 6.0 52 zg
Enchant 1 115 11 129 ¢+ 11 h,2 11
Kfnniburgh ' 13 115 13 118 ' 13 4,8 13 *zz
Travers ' 5 111 5 113* § 9 5
Yauxhall *'73 129 73 125 * 73 R 73 59
vwestlake ' 27 112 27 16' 27 51 27 58

L | s

[ ]
Totals :2?3 115 272 118 :?72 51 272 58

Hote: In Tadble I the L. T. Westlake School is indicsted
as Yestlake.
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The principals and the teachers o” the =zchools concerned
in tha program studied the data “rom the cumulative records
of the tests administered, and made tentative selection ot
pupils for acceleration., At a nmeeting with the Research
Compittee, with the principals, and with the Superintendent,
1t was decided to establish twvo accelerated slaszsses in the
Division, Ume class was to be at the Dr. Hasmwman School at
Taber and the other class was to be at the Vauxhall School
at Vsuxhall. The smaller schools in the Division #ound 1t
not feasible to embark upon an accelerated program for
grade one because of administrative df*ficulties. Pupils
in the Taber area who were recommended for the acceleration
program would attend the Dr. Hamman School where a special
class of accelerates would be established, Table IT
shovws the dietribution by schools 0* the accelerates,
The pupils r&eommanded for acceleration from the Central
and the L. T. Westlake schools were to attend the epecial
elice in the Dr. Hamman 3chool. The =ix pupils recomvended
for acceleration “rom the Vauxhall School were to ®orm a
special accelsrated class within a regulsr primary

elagssroom, but were to advance at a “aster rate,
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TABLE II
DISTRIBUTION O™ ACCELERATFS

' ' * Total
3chool M 8 O1% ~ R ' N I PVeNn L C A% M
* Begzinning Advanced ' Reading Arith., !
] m‘_ ; . - k § \g " IS 1
[ ] [ ] ]
L 4 s ]
Central : "3 128 3 13 : 3 6,2 3 62 + 3
L
Dr. Hamman ' 15 127 15 130 ' 15 6.5 15 72 '
Vauxhall : 6 123 6 123 : 6 6,5 6 63°' 6
Westlulre : 1 116 1 122 : 1 6,4 1 51 : i
4 k) ]
L 4 1 | §
] [} t
Totals ' 25 125 25 128 ' 25 6.5 25 69 ' 25
4
k ]
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CAAPTLR ¥
EVALUATIOA U™ ThHD PROGRAH

The attempt to evaluate the progress of the
accelerates was undertaken in two phases; in Deceaber,
1959, a series of tests designed rfor grade two was given
to the accelerated c¢class when it had completed 3ix months
of schooling, &t the end of June, 1360, the class of
accelerates was given a meries of tests designed for
grade threej the same series of tests was given to two
other groups in grade three *or the purpose of comparing
results. The evsiuation procedures are described in more

detail in the following pages.

T. EVALUATICH AT TiE GRADE TWO LEVEL
The accelerated class was given tests in the areas
of reading, spelling, and arithmetic. Por resding, the
test administered was the Dominion Achievement Test in
S81lent Heading, Type I-Vocabulary, and also the
Dominion Achievemen! Test in Silent Reading, Type IT-
Diagnostie Test in Paragraph Reading., The “ora administered

was Torm A.

The arithmutic test used was the Dominion Diagnostic
Test in Arithmetic Tundamentals; in this test the raw score

23

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-y,
ot

can be easfly canverted %0 = more rraning®ul perceptile

geora,

The Morrisocn-MeCall Spellinr 3cale was used to test
the accelerstes 1in spelling competence., The raw scores
from thuls test were also converted to grade equivalent

scores.

Tahle IIT shows the results cf these %est=, Tt
imdicntnsn the number of puplls writling the tests; 12
i:d4cates the range o the scorer and %the median scores.

In the Dominion Achisvement Tests in S5ilent Fseding, the
range of scores and the median scores have heen shown 1in
grade etuivalents., The range of gonres and the median
saore in the Morrison-MeCall spelling test have been also
indicated as grade equivalents, In the Dominion Dlagnostic
Tart 4n drithmetic *"undamentaele, the range ant the median

gscore nave bean shown ag percentiles,
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TALE ITY

VUSTITY O™ REVALUATIVE TEATS
DECEMEER, 1959

Type l-Vocakulary Tyre Tl-Paragraph Keading

:
X0a. . Ranee redisn : Hea. .. Bange Hediag
[}
25 2.8-1,7 3.8 ' 25 3o 3-k.0 4.3
t
s
'
——
t ﬁgvr*lggk&qa}z Snall inz
¥
: Hga fienes . Hadlan
'
25 18-87 6% ¢ 2% J.k.9 hol
¥
L4
3
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IX. EVALUATION AT THE GRADE THREE LEVEL
In the evaluation at tho grade three level, in Juns,
1960, an attempt was made to compare the achievement of the
accelerated class vith the achisvements of the two other

groups in the same grade, The testing was {n the areas of
reading, arithmetic, and spelling.

¥or purposes of this comparison, the accelerates )
have been designated axz group one. Group two econsisted of
twenty-five pupils in the regular grade three program, with
an I. Q. level comparable to the I, Q. level of group one
in a general way but by no means matched, Group three wvas
made up of the regular program grade three pupils whose
genersl achievement level, and I. Q. level, wvas gensrally

below the schievement and the I. 4. level of the accelerates.

An sttempt was also msde to uncover any serious
malad justments in the accelerated group. Sgclomatric
Sesting, A Guide for m_gngnl was used as a general
reference *or these observationa, In this a”fort, .
much raliance had to he placed on the teacher in charge of

the accelerated class; the teacher's personal

3‘Mary L. Northway, and Lindsay Weld, 3qclomeiric
Testing, A Guide for Teachers (Toronto: The University
of Toronto Press, 1957), 72 nages,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



27
observations, therefcre, had to suffice in place of a more

odbjective moasuring instrument,

The tests used in this evaluastion at the grade three
level vere the Dominion Test in Silent Reading, Grade 3,
Type Il-Diagnostic Tests in Paragraprh Reading; the
Dominion Survey Test of Arithwmetic Pundamentals; and
the Morrison-MoCall Spelling Seale.

Table IV shows the results of these tests with
comparisons of the accelsrated group with the other two
groups. The scores for reading amd for spelling have
been expressed in grade equivalents. Scores for arithzetie
have been indicated in percentiles. Similarly, the
dif”arences of the mean scores in reading and in spelling
have been expressed in grade scores; 2ithe 4i7%erences in
the mean scores in the arithmetic test have been expressed

in percentiles.,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



23

TABLE IV

RESULTS 0P EVALUATIVE THSTS AND COAPARISON 0% ACCELERATES
WITH GROUP TWO AKD GROUP THREE,
I GRADE THREE

Test Group HNumber HBange Mean score DifFerence
1o group
Reading l 25 301“603 5‘1 o 6
2 25 L.heb.3 5.7 :
2.1
3 20 22259 3.6
1.5
1 25 3.1-6.3 S5el
Arithmetic 1 25 13-97 69.5
23.9
2 2¢ =99 93.3
46,1
3 20 2-90 47,2
nnL2
1 25 1397 69.5
Spelling 1 25 3.7-6.6 5e7 0.1
2 25 3.5~6.0 5.8 *
2.0
3 23 2.6'501 3.8
1.9
1 25 3.7-6.6 5.7
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In the teacher observations “or possible
maladjustments, there were no reports of unusual cases of
acceptance or rejection of the menmders o¢ the accalerated
class by their clagsmates. Yrom all reports, the
accelerates appesred to be as well adjurted or better
than the satudents who had progressed in the regular
program of the schoocl. In fact, some of the accelerates
showed de”inite qualities of lesdership, Hone gseemed %o
be withdrawn, unhappy, or overly studious. 411 this,
o’ course, could not be attributed tc the acceldration
program as sueh; but it apreared quite forcibly that
the accelerates were, as a group, very much lile any
clase of grade three youngsters, in their work, in their
rlay, and in their everyday activities,
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CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSTORT AHD RECOMMI'HDATYONS

The conclusions from this study cannot be of
*ar-reaching importance, if the scope of the study be
eonsidered, It was undertaken in the Taber School
Division, and the results, therefore, would be greatly
l1iaited by the nature of the Division itself and by
other factors as wvell; the results, too, would be mcre
weaniogful and applicable to ths schools of the Taver
Sehocl Civision than they would we to amy asther school
system, Results of this study were limited bdecause of
the non-particlipation of severa: schoouis o* the Livision
ian the acoceleration progras. Yactors o? dimiznce, the
small sampling, the lack of data for a statistical
comparison, and factors of human effort a:d human guality,
d1d4 1in themselves combine to exert a constraining influence

on the study,

Thare will not be meny recoamendaticns, It was
indicated by several teachers in the Division during the
period o” the study that & serious revievw of both
acceleration and enrichusent be undertaken by the staf”s of

30
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the Division., This must bhe the imperative recommendation.,

I. COHCLTIICHS

A genaral coopclusion resulting “rom this study is
that the accelerates enjoyed the program and seemnd to have
lost nothing from their school l1ife in covering thrae
acadexzio years in two, Tha tvwo tsachers who wers most
aatively engaged 1g the program, X¥rs, Grace Sandvik, apd
¥rs, Lillian Terrif’s, enjoyed ths challenge o®”ered by the
aocelerates, and personally delighted in the opportunity to
explore new ?ields in sducation.

Speci®icully, recerring to Tadle IV, psre twenty=-
eirht, and comparing the accelerster with zroups two and
three, there api:cars vary 11%tle 11*“erence in the achiaeve-
mant lavels o” thoe accelerates and group *wo in the
Dominion Te=t in Silent Reading., Oroup two, the rarular
grade three olass, 1n actunlly six months ahead 0% the
aceplerstes 3t thie +ime and 1 thi+ ¢trat; there 12 no
predictive valua in this., “Iroup threo, the "slow™ group
o* grads three punils, has scored lowsr than either group
tvo or the aecelarates. The only genersl conclusion which
may he supported on stutying *the results in Tadle TV, nage
tventy-eight, is that the accelerates, group two, &nd group
three have all achiesved ahove the norm for their grade,

anvl, in two cmses, considarai:ly above the nors,
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as shown by the Dominion Test in 31lent Reading, Type II,

In the ares of arithmetic, the accelerates d4id not
achieve as well as group two, as shown by the regsults o*
the Dominion Jurvey Test of Arithmetic ™undamentals.
Again re”erring to Table IV, page twenty-eight, 1t is
clearly seen ghat 8 great 4d17“erence existed hetveen the
mean scores of group one and group two. The range of
the percentile scores in group two was comparatively
nmarrow; in group one the range 0¢ these scores is wide.
According to this data, 1t must be concluded that the
regular stream class o® pupils of this study, group tvo,
did attain considerably higher scores than the accelersted
group of this study, as shown by the results of the
Dominion Survey Test of Arithmetie Yundamentsls. In
comparison to group three, the accelerates, as tested
by the Dominion Survey Test 2°* Aritheetic Yundmsntals,
did show & superiority as indicated by the msan scores
and also by the range of scores. All in all, it sust be
admitted that the accelerated class showed weakness in
arithnetic as tested by the Dominion Survey Test of
Arithmetic Tundamentals. |

In the area o” spelling as tested by the Mcrrison-
MeCall “pelling Scale, both group one and group two attained

grade scores well above their respective grade. The mean
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scores Of the twn groups, as shown by Table IV, page
tusnty-eight, are almost identical. The range of grade
scores for both groups is also ¢lose, but the range for
group one shows a higher attainment than does the range
ror group two. On this bagis, one could make the
assumption that group one and group two as used in thie
study have demonstrated equal ability in apelling as tested
by the Morrison-McCall Spelling Scale. Trom Table IV
also, it say be concluded that group one has demonstrated
a8 moticeable superiority over group three in spelling
as tested by the Horrison-McCall Spelling Scale,

In general terms therefore, sccording to the
Dominion Test in Silent Reading, the Dozinion Survey Test
of Arithmetic ™undamentals, and the Morrison-McCall Spelling
Seals, the accelerated group attained results well above
the norms for its grade. In comparison with group two,

a class of grade three youngsters generally one year older
than the pupils in the accelersted group, group one did as
well in spelling as tested by the spelling test used, bdut
in aritheetic, the accelerstes failed to attain the high
percentiles attained by group two, as tested by the
Dominion Survey Test in Arithmetic ™undamentsals, In
reading also, the accelerated group fell slightly behind
group two in the grade score= attained, By comparison with
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group three, the “slou" cless of grade three pupils, the
accelerates shoved marked superiority in all three areas
of reading, arithmetic, and spelliing, as tested by the
instruments used.

11, RECOMMENDATIONS
An acceleragiocn progrem has great rasifications
on the educational scens, even on & local level. The
rere existence of a program is a reason for lively
discu=sions, It generates interest in areas and in

topics wherein interest had been lacking.

Cne result o* this study is the reneved interest
¢n the girted student as a part of our schools., The
recomxnendation is made that this interest in the gi”ted
gtnnraily and in the acedleration program particularly be
aupported and inten<i’®ied by the teachers andt extended to
the point vhere this interest will encompass the “uture o

'those who ®ind it very d4i#7ficult to make any progress in
school. The intersst should not be on the gifted alone;
the slow lesarners of our school population must be provided
eor. The beginning class in the Taber chool Division No.é
in any one “all term would amount to approximately three
hundred youngsters, Out o’ these three hundred Iﬂﬂﬁliiifis
about twenty-five would belong in the category of tha gifted
At the other extreme, would be an equal number vf‘ :;» ‘ﬁif
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nead special help 17 they are to succeed in the school
program, Clesrly, then, it ig imperative that the teachers
and the princirals of the Taber Echool Division study the
needs of the pupils in the two categories mentioned, It
is not anough to cater sducetionally to the many and to
*orget the few who are gifted and the unfortunailte *evw who
are our intellectual paupers.

A recommendation is therefore directed to the
Research Committee of the Division that an effective
attempt be made o study both enrichaent and amlgmtien
ag means Of providing for individual di*ferences of our
pupils, At the same time, a thorough Iinvestigation
o* retardstion should alszo be wxdertsaken. There must be
some provision for the slow<learpers so that they might be

able to circumvent the evils o* retardation.

To be truly effective, any program of acceleration
has to be modified to fit the needs of the local schocl
and the community, It is recommended that any plan of
acceleration as set out in the btroad outline by the
8uperintendent ang! the Research Commzittee be adapted by the
local school staff to its local community. Only in this way,
and after a thorough study, will any acceleration plan be

success®ul,
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