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SPEECH BY CONGRESSMAN MAX BAUCUS

Annual Legislative Dinner, Democratic Central Committee,
Helena, February 8, 1975..

I was delighted to accept your kind invitation to speak
to this distinguished gathering because it gave me my first
opportunity since taking office to réturn home to chat with my
many friends in Montana. I see many in this audience who were
very helpful in sending me to Washington, and I'm glad that
you could be here to hear my first report on my experiences
in Congress. |

I would like to tell you a bit about what we've been up
to back there and give you some &Zwmess impressions of my first

. EY¥VIM
month in Congress afterf\two years

in the state legislature.

As you already know from reading the press, those of Tomm
us whom some of the media have dubbed the "Young Turks" FEese
\‘ have)
alreadyfmade quite an impression on the nation's capital. The
Ah&-d%&i
new House of Representatives has‘9l\E¥eshmen members, 75 of them

1V
Democrats. One of the first things the freshmen Democrats did

'ﬁﬁﬁ&;{was to organize into a group called the Democratic Class of the

94th Congress. I have found the new members to be a tremendous

group with lots of dedication to the task before us.
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( ) " The refofm bandwagon in the House already had'beeetrolling

for the past two sessions, but I think the freshmen can take

credit for hopping on board and really‘givfng it a pﬁsh. Amenga”
its earlier reforms, the House had done Wl away with,iﬁFautomatically
naming the senior #Swmmewt Democrat on each ébmmittee a chairmén.

But the senior members, many of them southern conservatives

were not in tune with the majority of the party, continued to
be elected chairmen. This WX year, all of that camé;to an end
when we killed the seniority system by electiﬁg chairmen on merit
rather than longevity.

/ One of the things the freshmen caucus did that was unprecedented

¢w’

was to invite all the holdover committee chairmen to appear before

Vs 7 \wus to defend their stewardships. We wanted to know how they ran
k)
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¥1 some cases, the exchanges were most enlightening. For instance,

their committees and what their legislative priorities were. In

J

Rep. Al Ullmanhof Oregon, who replaced Wilber Mills as head of

the Ways and Means Committee, gave us a detailed talk on tax

reform. But others were vague and @ non-responsive in their

’ answers. ‘L é&%
: Wa oo ot aéau«%—""(" ‘WJA‘ Mt <Ly

! s fAe 7
| ﬁf@;zlﬂ7 e cmrind

“ CeMconre KZ?( <

Jsla oy
w (Qa&izz/w (‘7@"““«4)

; ¢
‘{'L\waa’r l(%rm] | eaeen, " D da

/1410h

Ay, v
ot ) AW“"""\ L"‘W avd ‘v:?‘c»:{j-‘ OFf Coreac



F. Edward Hebert of Louisiana; known in Washington as one
of the Pentagon's closest_allies; had been chairman of the House
Armed Services Committee for four years. Hebert was evasive
about his record as chairman and he‘iﬁié'addressed us as "boys

and girls."4vLed by the freshmen, the Democratic caucus tossed

out Hebert and replaced him with Melvin Price of Illinois,

. of
who also is considered a dmmmmss friend P the military, but who is
much more liberal in his outlook. He is expected to follow the

policies of the Democratic caucus and 1s'ii§"expected to be

less arbitrary in dealing with fellow committee members.
?\ﬁr W.R. Poage of Texas, another of the conservative southern
chairman, had been head of the Agriculture Cemmittee for eight.
years.{ He\& criticized by reformers for the m high-handed
way inywhich he ran the committee and for his lack of legislative
leadership. Poage was voted out in favor of Thomas S. Foley of
Washington, a bright, young moderate who is very knowledgeable
about farm affairs; Foley, who is also chairman of the Democratic
Study Group in the'House; is recognized as a very competent
legislative leader. ) ‘
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Wright Patman of Texas, long known as a critic of the
big banks, had been chairman of the Banking, Currency and Housing
Committee for 12 years. While he is a well-known populist,
Patman was very unimpressive in his meeting with the freshmen.
Rather than responding to our qgestions, he read a“ii'prepared
statement and lectured us as if we were in a beginning civics
course. Patman was replaced on Banking, Currency and Housing
by Henry S.‘w of Wisconsin, who is one of the i
brightest men in the House. He was selected as chairman over
two other wissesisles members with longer service on the committee,
a tribute to the respect he enjoys among his colleagues. I'm
confident that Wwill exert the léadership necessary to reduce
interest rates and bolster the economy. He'll bé every bit as
tough on the big banking interests as Patman was, but with more

legislative ability to accomplish party goals.

bdaol__gl_—‘ l‘h‘f‘ﬂ'ﬂ""u’ .



-) ‘ I think the removal of some of the chairmen who were ineffective
or out of touch with the mainstream of the party will remove
some of the roadblocks to progressive legislation, not only on
e the three committees affected, but on others. All chairmen
are now on notice that they are subject to the will of the party
and the committee majority, not just their personal whims. I
think we have done more‘zhgdgemocratize the system than most
people realize.

= \}~9&~ This in turn, however, will place a greater burden on the

T Democratlc party to come up with solid programs. No longer

W®$§E' will be have the excuse that a few Qouthern conservatives are

Q‘ W  preventing the majority from working its will. The burden is

&Miﬁanow on us to propose solutions to the nation's problems, not just
/ . —

oppose the

President for the sake of opposition. I

|
i think the electorate is becoming more sophisticated all the time

| e
| andﬁi&u;ié%%ngize purely partisan politics for what it is.
Therefore the Democratic leadership will have to come up with

! solutions, not mimm#x rhetoric.
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I'm frank to admit that ##& thus far I've been disappointed
with the party leadership in the House of Representatives. The
leaders don't seem to be aware of what is happening in the country.
I believe that the 75 Democratic freshmen were elected to send |

qdmessage to Washington--and the message is that Washington has

not performed. If the voters don't see some smmm performance

- Yy
&w in the next two years, I think they'll be sending a new set of

Y

messengers to Washington after the next election.

As far as I'm concerned, the people send us to Congress to
do two things: to reform and democratize the system so that it
will work and to do something about the “smmit economy. I think
we've done much toward accomplishing the first objective. Without -
the necessary procedural #§ reforms, we would never be able to bring
about the substantive changes that are needed. So the easy part

of the job is done, but the tough part remains.
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Thus far, I've been somewhat #Zilmmes frustrated by my brief

experience in Washington. We've been at work for more than a
month, but we've spent most of that time dealing with organizational
and procedural matters, and little time dealing with substantive
\o '\\\\K‘\\n. :

"7i2hhll§f/ The Democratic party has issued a sweeping economic plan
with ssmssl’ many fine goals, but it's a bit vague on how we're going
to achieve those goals. Significantly, we have not yet offered

a reasonable, workable alternative ¥R to the President's

disasterous energy proposals.

LYY I find it interesting to compare my brief time in the
RNy '
o S AR
'\ . y : : . o
Cug}ff;%gggress with my one term in the state legislature. At this
Ky > ':E'f‘url'v N
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point in the legislative session, the work is half done, while
in the Con§ress, or #me so it seems, the work is half baked.

The Congress and the mewmedsweBe legislature are similar
in many ways. In both places, for instance, the Republicans
may need protection as an endangered species. You have a 2-1
Democratic edge in the House and so do the Democrats in Congress.

Bpeveonenrospshateewes You have a 3-2 Democratic margin in the

Senate, and so do the Democrats in Congress. By contrast, however,

you have a Democratic governor to work with while we in the
Congress must deal with a Republican President. As far as getting

anything done, I envy your mss situation.
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Another similarity between the legislature and the Congress
N -L?@.&L\‘
is the unusually large number of members. First-termers
sempcowene comprise more than one-fifth of the U.S. HOuse of

the ratios are even greater,

o tota
with 57 new House members out o 00 ‘ommwicomsmisiew> and 33 new

Representatives. In the legislature‘

senators (includi;e 14 who are Jeissmes brand #ee® new to the
ow G, 4w+a\ o Q
legislature) . I think the people of
Montanafﬁ%éﬁiin sending a message to Helena similar to ‘@& the
one the nation is sending to Washington.
That brings to mind another similarity. The people have
set similar agendas for sEme both of us--to deal with the economy

of the state and nation, to solve our energy problems and to do

so in a way that protects the environment.
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On the other hand, there are some'differences between the
legislature and the Congress. OMe of the most obvious is that in
Congress, I'm 2,000 miles away from my constituents except for
occasional trips hOme; During my legislative service, I S saw
those I represented much more frequently. I must admit, however,
that the mail, WMl which I receive in éﬁfﬁﬁﬁgg surprising volumes,
keeps me pretty well informed about what the'reéaientsﬁﬁiiﬁh of
the western district are thinkiﬁg; Jifﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁg”One'of the things
I've seen over and over again in those letters is an expression
of strong opposition to President;s Ford's proposals to raise
the price of gasoline and other fuels.

It's a concern wﬁich I certainly share; I believe that
hiking fuel prices at this time will only add to the inflationary
spiral and deepen the'redession; while not guaranteeing any
energy savings. The price of o0il imports has gquadrupled in the
past couple of years with only the slightest effect on energy

consumption.
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I've also received considerable mail in opposition to
the President's proposal to raise the cost of food stamps and
I'm beginning to get letters in opposition to his proposal to
supply another $522 million in arms aid to South Vietnam
and Cambodia. I find it particularly ironic that the
President is asking us to further prop up the Thieu and Lon Nol
regimes within a few months of ymememssx proposing to raise the
cost of food stamps to save a mere $650 million. We've already
paid for our parﬁcipation in the War in Southeast Asia at a price
of 55,000 lives and $150 billion. To continue to furnish bullets
to that area while asking the nation's poor to pay more for food
stamps strikes me as being an unconscionable reversal of

priorities.
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While I disagree with the President on his enerqgy, food
stamps and arms aid policies, I do think there is some common
ground between the President and the Democratic Congress.

We both agree, for instance, on the need for a tax cut to
stimulate the nation's economy. We may differ somewhat on the
details, but I'm hopeful these can be worked out in a
bipartisan manner. After all, the people of this daméses® nation
want to see us solve the nation's economic problems, not see

who can score the most debating points.
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