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Every other Saturday we visited Nona, our Italian grandmother, 

whose speech was littered with soft “ahs” at the end of each word, as in 

“bread-ah” or “carpet-ah,” tiring us of asking “What?” as we didn’t 

understand her accent. Instead of visiting with her, we ignored her lingering 

eyes—my two brothers and I—while we clandestinely robbed her candy 

dish, rifled through her crochet basket, played tug-o-war with the 

embroidery floss still attached to the pillowcase she hadn’t finished, and 

broke her only gardening spade as we dug to China in her backyard. 

 I’m pretty sure our hole, in her, is still there. 
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