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FoR EnsTTrip — Pec 1745
Mre. Spesker:

On Decemb-r 21st, 19L5, I completed an investigation trip, as a meumber of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, with & sub-comulttee of tha liouse Naval
Affairs Cormmittes which coverod the Far East and the ex~dJapanesc iandates in the
Pecific. I loft Washinston on November 2lst ang, during the month of our invest-
igations we stopped at Pearl larbor, lldway, Wake, Uuam, Tokyo and Yokosuke in
Japanj Tsingtao, Tientsin, Pelking and Shanghai in China; Yonabaru in the Rywiyus,
Manila, Pelelul, Anguar, Korer and Dabelthuap in the Palausj loen, “omulun,
Dublon, Uman and Ubet in the Truk Group and Ewajalein in the larshalls.

{ Every courtosy was oxtended %o us by membera of the Army and Hevy In those
areas and also by officials of the State bepartment with whom we came in contact
in Tokyo, Tsingtao, Pelking and Shanghal. To all of them personally and as a
group, I wish to extend my singers thanks for thelr cooperation and helplvwlnoss,

¥y purpose in making thizs report is to give to the Congress the resulis of
my views on Amorican policy in the areas covered. As many of you kaow, I unders

took & seven weeks survey of Durma énd China for the late President Franlklin D.
Roosevelt in Hovesmber and Decomber, 1945 and [ would like to su; ost that you
check ny remarks in thls apeech, as they aifect Chioa, wilh the roport I nade to
Congress on January 16, 1946 and which can be found in full in the Congromslonal
hacord of that date.

on my trip I covered approximately 25,000 wiles over a 31 day period. During
that time I kepl a personal day=to-day diary, ilnterviewaed as meny people as I
could, both in official circles and on the slreet and also nade use ol every Lit
of information which I thought would be of valuo In assossing wy viows and making
them known to tho Congrosga,

There were a number of questions in my mind which I tried to find answers to

daring the course of my trip and, which I could roach no delinite coneluslons Lo

some of them, I will set them down. They are as followss Vhore are America’s




D
frontiers in the Pacific and the Far Last? UWhat are our intercsts in thecs

arcas? What position as we in to protect them? From whom must they be pro-
tocted? What is our presont policy toward these arcas? Are owr presenl hold-
ings there assets or liablilities? What is the future of Japan's ex-mandates
in the Paclf{ic?

I left Washington on Novembor 21st and arrived at Pearl Harbor on November

23rd. Leaving Pearl Harbor on the 25th of November at mldnight I arrived at Veke
Island on the morning of the 26th. Wake, sn island one mile by one md one-hall
miles in ares, housed 12,000 men during the war but its prosent complemont is

+depm to around 000, This includes the porsonnel of one Marine alr squadron of

FHIEET=r

26 planes, In ny opinlon, Midway is the most lmportant slrategie island in ihe

North Pacific, It is only 1600 miles from Adak in the Aleutians, 2400 milee

from Tokyo and 1500 miles irom Pearl Harbore. A constant vattles with the sea must

be wazed to keep the lsland together., Storms ralse havoe with our alr [leld there,

bocause the constant asotion of the waves ls washing 1tse underplunings away. No

natter what the exponoe may be this island should be kept up becauss of its strate-

fiie poaition and importance., Probably the most decisive naval battle of the

; \ Pacilic tar--the Battle of Bidwegy=--was foupht off this jeland. At the prosent tloe
Midway has Line airstrips, a guod cubmarine base and harbor, and a roadstead LIg

: enough for eruisers and carriers if they draw no more then 20 feeb.

| tidway belongs to the Leeward Island pgroup of the liawallan Archipolago. This

[ group stretches away in a long line for 1300 miles northwest of the inhabited

4 Hawailan Islands. ALl of them are very small and some are merely reefs. The

1 ocean in thelr vieinity is notorious for uncortain and dangerous currents and for

abrupt changes in the depth of the water., They wore eet sside as a bird regor-

vation in 1509 and 4re now tenanted Uy thousands of sea-blrds of various Kinda,

Some Cishing operatlions are now Leing carried on in this group but they are

seldam vieited and, with the exception of Hidmay, have no inhabitants., Incli=

entally, Midway was discovered and claimed for the United States in 1857 when

»
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Hawali was still an independant countrye.

From Yidwsy I went to Vake and, from the air, the ] anding sirip looked
very, very mmalls Wake 1s an atoll occupled an area 4% by 2 miles. Its three
islets, separated Ly shallow water, rave a maximm altitude of about 20 feet. I
left Wake on Thursday, !Jovemba;r 28, (Thanksciving Day) and on our way to Cuanm
we {lew low and cireled Salpan, Tinlan, Roto, and Pagen Fslands in the Mariannzs.
These were a part of the former Jepansse mardates, Oalpan looked beautiful Ifrom
the air and 1%, dong with Tinien was ddted with air strips and concentrationa
of materisl,
Guam i the southermmost, largest and most populous of the 15 islands com=
prising the larianna group. It 1s about 30 miles long, varies in width from 4
to § miles and has a total area of 225 square uilles. The lsland: is the top of
a great volvanic cone bullt up from the Peoific Occan and 1ts highest elevatilon
i3 1334 feet. Apro, on the west coast, has an excellent harbor, is well protected
and has a larpge enough snchorage at all seasons for dlmost all classes of ships.
(uam iz an extremely important link in the cast-west chain of ilsmads belong-
ing to the United States, On the present airplane route to the Orient the distance

from Juam to Wels is 1310 miles; to “anila, 1384 milos; to Truk, 555 mllesy to

E i

Pelelin, 690 miles and to XKwajalein, 1550 miles,

The work of the naval government in Gwanm since the Washington Conference of
15921=22 has resolved itself larpely into garrying out a constructlive program for
the the beneflt of the Unamemians, During the 250 years Spain had adninistered
Cuam ite population had decreased tremendously. Under the navy, it had become
ong of the cleanest end most wholesome islanda in the tropies. Theo population
has more than doubled since 1898, proper sanitary and mdic'al care has been
provided and a free public educational system has been instituted,

The loyalty and gratitude of the Cuamanians to the U, 8. 1s unquestioned, (m

& number of occasions, they have pstitloned for Ameriocan eltizenstilp, the 1latest

in December, 1944, when the Gumamanian Conpresa pansed snch a resalntlion, btut
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nothing as yet has been done. They do not want independence as they realize
they lack experience and financial resowrces to continue their government with=
out the su-port which comes to them direcctly and indirectly from federal appro-
priations and from service personnel oa the island,

There 1s still a small number of Japanese soldiers at large on the island.
They live in the Jungle and subsist on what nature proviies or they can steal.
Howiever, ﬁhe number is gradually Leing whittled down and it will not be 1long before
they will all be accounted for. Tho war trials of a number of captured and
accused Japanese are being conducted there and sentences are being meted out,

I visited the hospital there and the School of Tropicel ledicine which has
been extremely good equipment bul very little in the way of personnel to caxry
on the work necessary in Uuam armd the other Pacific islands nowunder our control.
I believe that it would be a good and necessary policy for us to appropriate
sufficlient funds to operate t!iis school on a firsi-claass basis, to provide
sufficlent personnel to man it and to use it as a training school for native
medical practitioners so that they could take care of the health needs in our
islands. This has been done very successfully by the British who have establishe
ed such a tralning center in Suva in the Piji Island group and the results have
been extremely gratifying, This type of education is necessary due to the fact
that American doctors will ﬁot go to the islands because of inadequate salaries
and because very few of them vwould be willing to make a career a live such as
this would call for.

Guam, at the prosent timo, is cur real western line of defense. At present
there are 12,000 liavy and i#arine personnel and 18,000 Army persoanel on the
island. While this largenmber crowds the island now we had as many as 210,000

gervice personnol on Guam during the war,
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The present Commander of the Hariannas, Rear-iAdmimal Pounall, 1s a tolerant
and understanding administrator. He impressed me a 8 a man who has the interests
of both the natives and his couniry at heart, MHore aduinistrators like him would
be beneficlal to the U, 5, in our dealings with the peoples now under owr control
in the Pacific,

From Guam I went to Tokyo. T¥a had hoped to go to llarcus Island but did not
when we dound out that it had, in effect, been "rolled up" and that it had only
the one air-sirip and that a sea=alr rescue unit was statloned there,

Tolgyo is in a very dillapidated state bul the Jp anese are cooperating very f
woll with the Americans and conditions are, on the whole, good.’ The economy of
Japan is coming back gradually and most of the people seem to like the Americans.
Durlng a three hour luncheon with General Douglas kcArthur many pertinent questlons
wo;-o discussed. Ile stated that the Cccupation of Japan was poing aleng very woll
and that, to keep the situatlion under controi, he had about 80,000 American troops
plus some New Zealanders, Australian and Sikh troops to assist him. ile stated ,/,‘
that the Jganeso people liked us. When asked about the U.5.8.Rey, he said that
she was trying to make her influcnce felt in Japan and that, while she had no
troops there, she did have a misslon mmbering in excess of 500 which was enbire-
ly too many for the amcunt of work they had to do,

lieArthur pointed out that the Cozmunist Party had little influence in Japan,
that it as small but vocal and well organized,that it had only six members in
the Dict. Women have 38 of their sex as lepresentatives in the Diet.

lle pointed out that Japan will come back economleally much sooner that ihe

Phlllippines becauso of the way the Japanese will work., Tokyo and other rulned
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citios in Japan will not be too long getting rebuilt whereas Hunila will take
much longore

MeArtiur ptated that the Japancse are now the world's greatest pacllisis,.
They have gone from one exireme to the other bLecause Lhey wers ab lhelr poak
when they went to war and they lost, Hence, their system failed them and they
have novw become pacifistz,

In contrast to lermany, icirtlir sald thal the occupation of Japan has cost
the United Slates nothing except for the paysent of wuage: to owr service personncl
aﬁd their clothes, madical attention and food,

ithen questioned, licArthur stated our stay in Japan 1s lndsterninata., MNuch
will dopend on the action of “ongress and the reparations issue. lle exprossed
general agreement with Ed Pauley's report on reparations but was opposed to some
of it because it was not based onthe fact that Japan had been stripped by bowbing
of'much of her industry. In his opinion Japan must be made self-sustainlng or
it will cost the U, S, billions of dollars and millions of lives in the futuro,
ile favored the ex-Japanese Mandated Islands belng made military reservations with
all the rights of American citizens pranited lo the natlves excopt the [ranchilso,
This, in effect, would be a continuation of the Cuam type of government,

He is introducing land reforms to make it possible for the peasants to wuy
and ovmn their owmn i‘m*mé. fle has tdcen away ponsi-ns and honors Irom all retired
Japancze Arpy and Hm'j' officers and’he is detorminod to Lreak the Japanesoe militw
ary caste. About LOO Japanese have alroady been tried and executed and aboub
1000 st4ll remain to bo tried., It is his contention that if he had not jalled

the war eriminals, the Japanese poople would have killed theu.
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Relations between American service personnel and the Japanose people seen
to be good., I am wondering, though, if our boys are nol too young Lfor the
"police" type of duty whieh 1s their main job. While the Japaneso women and
youngsters eée:mod Iriendly, there was a certain swrlinses on the part of some
of tho men., The Japancse people look with distaste upon their returned soldiors.
Japanese policemen, ninus swords, seom to have a diffioult time handling
Korean and Formosens who cause »uch trouble. It has become necessary for the
Japaneso police to call on American if, P.'s for asslstance ia some quarters of
Tokyo because the Koreans and Formosans are so difficult to handle.

From Tokyo I went to Yokosuke, the groat Japanese Naval lPase LO miles
souzh of the capitol. This base was a remarkable one with its floating and
stationary cranes, its eix large drydocks-~one of which can accomodate the
blgrest ship afloat=-its caves dug into the mountains at the base wiich, ap far
as can be ascertalned, run for more than 20 miles and were honeycombed with
machlne shops, radar equipment, chortrooms, munitions, ete. These caves are
cut into the soapstone and they represent a well thought oul Jobe Une wondorsg
at the Japanese mentallty bLecause wo were informed cn roliabvle authority that
with the war thoy S.nducf.'ed thelr machine tool operators ilnto the army and ro-
placed them with farmers who had to te foreod to work Ly juards armed with
machine gung,

Yoltoguko Navy Yard usaed 4o be surroundad by a high fence and no foreipners
were ever allowed inslde. 70,000 Japanese were employed at this base. o
Amsrlcan ship had visited lokosuke==excopt for a brief stop of an American [leot
on a round the world towr in 1900--until after VJ Daye. It was as much of a
secret base as it was humanly possible to achieve., &ven today the old Navy YTord
workers and their townspoople are not too friondly but under administration of

Captaln Penton Decker, Us. 5. Ne, much progress is being made and a major base for

-~
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the repair of American ships in the Far Pacific will soon be in the making,

| I bolieve that Japan must be albwed to maintain a self=-sustalning econony,
otherwise it will bLe necessary for ua to export foodstuffs to her and, maybe,
create a kind of dependency which would create disasirous consequences for us.

On VJ Day the Japanase did not have a battleship afloat although the
Nazoya=-riddled in the Battle of Leyte-—was veing repaired. On that dat the
Japanose had 3000 planes left but they did not have the gas necessary to et
off the ground. From 1940 to 1945, Japan built &0,000 planes of all types which
compares with our yearly production during the war years.

In Japhn'n schools we are changing the contents of their textbooks Lo co-
incide with our views but we are doing nothing to further the health of the
#chool children, Tﬁo 8chools are cold and have no heat, the students still wear
uniforms and girls are still not allowed to go to tho universities,

At Hiroshima I aaw the results of the first atom bomb=-l( months after. The
shells or outside of asome 10 or 12 modern buildings were left standing and some
wooden houses were going up in the devasteted area. There was no sign of a garden
in the k4 square mile bumbed arca. The destruction here was torrible and the
sight of what man's terrible destructive genius can accomplish is enouzh to make
one shudder,

Irom Hiroshima I went to Tsingtao in Chantung Provinee, north of China,
do not have a naval base here, or anyvhere else in Lhina, Tho Husslans have a
base at Port Arthur based on the Sino=Soviet Treaty of 19.3. Teingtao is the
logical place for the Chinese navy to bulld itself and we have furnishod then
with ships and, at prosent, are supplyin; them with American naval instructions,

Our policy in Chaina, according to Admiral Cooko, Cormander of the U. S.
Seventh Maval Fleet, has been to assist the movement of Central Uovernment armies

to northwest China; to repatriate Japanose to their homelandj to help move
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supplies into famine districts; and to help repalr damaged Chinsso forta.

Our Marine Corps activitios have been reduced so that Liarines guards have
been taken off{ the coal trains {rom Tientsin to Chingwantao, iarine personnel
is belng constantly cut down in numbers and their only duty now 1s to support
Executive ibadduarters in Peiping. [xocutive fieadquarters is composed of
menbers of tha Kuomintang, the Communists, and the U, f. Army and its main
purpose scens to be to send out truce teams to help bring about a cessation of
hostillities between tho Kuomintang and the Communists. As a matter of fact the
Ue 8¢ Army 19 the real Brxocutive lcadquarters and the larines supply the loglotics
support, The liarines had been used Lo protect the coal mines and the railroads
but these functions have now heen taken over by the Nationalist troops.

: During my China visit the Chinese Natlonal Assembly was in session at Haniing
but the Communists uave refused to Join it stating they wero not being given
enough voice in the government.

In carly December, 1940, there were approximately 40,000 laval and Narine
personnel in China, Japan and Okinawa, <4he U. &, Army, in China, had approximate=
1y LCOO men there with one-half stationed at Peiping and one~half at Nanking,

The Chinese are bullding a naval base at Tsingtao and the personnel there
seem to be ‘a good, well disoiplined group, The Chilnese have Jifflculty in undor=
standing the sclences and seem rather diffficult Lo teach electronics and radar,

¥hile in Tsingtao I uwaw some "volunteers" for the Central Covernment's
irmy. They were tled together with ropes and being dz_'lvran 1o their barracks,
This is really nothing new as China's armies have been éetting thls type of
recruit for many years past.

Aftor leaving Tsingtao I went to Tienisin and Peiping. In the latter city

I talked with General Oillam, the Amorican Comnissioncr at Ixecutive ieadquartorse




lie stated that while the situation between the Communists and the Kuomintaong
waa tonse that the door was not ontirely cosed to further negotiations. At
that tine théra were very few truce tcams oul in the field and negotlations
bet\reén the two oppoaing factions had dovelopsd into a sialemale,

For tho Xuonintang, the C, C. Clique dominated by the Chen brothors, is
atill a very potent factor. Thls group is opposed to a compromiso with the
opposition, The Chinese people woem to be afraid of the Kuonintang which hro
the secrsot agonts everywhera, 7Tho Chinese are beginning to indicate their
dislike of foroiymors of all kinds and thoy are showing cvldonceu. of an antl-
Amorican spirit based, I belleve, on the jresence of our service porsonnel in
their country,

r In the Chinese c¢ities I vieited I noticed the beginnings of y outh nmovoments

“among boys and girle. They wear uniforms, march in step and bhave distinctive

sloganss Those movements can be channeled into democratic lines like our loy
Scouts or they can bacome vehicleg for dictatorship as Lthe youth movenments in

Italy and Germany werce Only time will tell what their ultimate effect will Lo,

From information I gathored in north China the Mussians did a very thor-._m h
Job of looting Manchuria and pillaging that arca and its people. How, in roe
taliation, the Chinesae are doing the osame things to the Rusgians in the porte of
lianchuria they controls

In her dealings with the Central Uovernment the lussians are scrupulously
correct, No Russian materl, as such, is going to the Communists but the husslans
did leave captured Japanese war supplics—as they withdrews-where 1t would Le
convenient for the Chinese Communisis to take 1t over, Thoe Kuomintang armics are

well equipped and supplies by usj the Communist armies stesl or take whatewer they
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can, 7Tho Comminists are very anti=Amcrican and thoy havemt out very defamatory
posters in Yenan and perhaps elsewhere, showing Amcrican marines in a very Lmow
unfavorable light,

From Peiping I went to Shanghai and from thers to Yonaberu on Okiiava.
Ukilnawa is an island in the Ryuksus 7 miles long by 10 miles wide., Vell over
100 ships of all types are beached or on their sides, mute evidence to the offeclt-
iveness of the great typhoon of last yoar.

Al present, Okinawa is manned by 12,000 American soldiers bu;, only a few in
excess of 10C0 sailors. irom a naval point of view this base is Ln- the "oarataker®
status and opinlon is very divided as to what its future disposition should be,
Ine to its vulnerabllity to severe iypes of weather plus the avallability of a
big, modern base at Yokosuke 1t would appear that except for its use as an "eye"
on our defense perimgtor it would not be a worthwhile, permanent installal'on,

in December 10, I arrived at Peleliu in the Palans and immedlately went by
seaplane to the island of Anguar to look into the dlspositions of the phesphate
deposits there, Ve have a million tons of this valusble commodity in Anguar and
a contract has been let to an American concern—the Pomeroy Company—to dlz it
out. It is leing sent to Japan, in Japanese ships, to help rehabilitate the &il
there and thus to make the country becore more sell=-supporting, The natives are
being paid 55¢ a day, and Japancse sent [{rom Japan, £3.50 a day. The American
workers are paild at prevalling stateside wages. Tho phosphate is Lo be mined at
the rate of 300,000 tons a yoar.

The phosphate at Anguar is extremely rich and valuable for medicinal purposcs
as vell as for use as fertilizer. This phosphate could be used in Hawali, where
it is necded badly, or Ly nations like the Phillippines and China allied with us

in the war. There are approximately 200 American civil employecs here and the

contract is on a cost=plus~fixed={oe basis which could bear looklng into. Further

/
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more, according to the Graat Falls, iontana Tribuna of Decembor 19th, 500,000
tons of liontana and Idaho phosphate have also been scheduled to o to Jupan md
Korea i.mxodiétoly.

i-‘rom Anpuar I went to Koror which used to be tho seat of the Japancse Soutl
Seas Government and +hich directly ruled all the Mandated Islands. There was
much permanent building done here and all indlcations point to the Japancoe Leling
liere to stay. 1In the back of the Covernor's laislon thore was a grass inlaid
map of the Palaus which was romarkable for its intricate detail. The Japanose
had 35,000 troops on Koror but we nevir did attempt to take the island. There
was Lhe remains of an old Japanese shrine=—now occupied by & church=—in back
of which gun emplacemenis can stilli be secen,
4 Frm Koror I went by boat to Dabelthuap the largost island in the group and
visited some native vlllages and schools. In the Palaus the children are being
taught Fnglish which they have to learn from Dapanese characters, They scom to
be learning our language fairly rapidlys

on Pabelthuap I visited a men's clubhouse=-to which wonen are never aduiitted,
and noticed phe paintiné and engraving of various kinds of roostsars, fanciful
aninale of differeat kinda, and men in assorted kinds of positionas, This island
is 1ittle kuowm and has hardly heen vielted by white men,

vwhen I saw the nangrove aswamps I shuddered to t ink what Anmowdican bLoys had
to go through in talking PPeleliu and other islands in the Pacifie, hen I ;ILfF'Li,CLl
our ceret ries on Peleliu and Anguar, when I looked over Bloody Nose Lhidze and
when I viewed Orange and Purple beaches, I didn't feel too well,

V6 have a lot of surplus equipnent in tho Palaus which we night as well
forget because it is either useless or will bhe soon. kuny of our Pacific

island holdinge are now Quonset hut affairs. The U. S, Commercial Company, a
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subsidiary of the Re7.C., has a monoply on trading with the natives in our
newly acquircd posscssions. This orgmization encourages native handicrafts
and buys whaf; the natives produce and then send it to the U. 8. for sale. iuch
that the natives produce is crude but, with a market, their handicraft can be
improved and thelir subsistence, in part at least, cax Le taken care of,

The Japanese built up stron; defenses, not as complete ez those at Truk,
but more powerful than those normally built at an outlying base. The Palusan
fortificotions sufferedthe first attack when the Elst Arny Infantry Division
stormed the shores of Anguar about a week previous to the assuult' on Peleliu
by the lot Harine Division (Heinforced) on 15 loptember 194li. The Army support-
od the Peleliuw invasion wvith artillery fire from Anguar during the esrly stagos
Jf the attack, and two weeks later the Lrmy Joined the larines on Peleliu to aid
in the fight, November, 19Ll, Peleliu was secured.

Ho attempl was made to lavade the major islands north of Pelelliu, bLut,
with the two bases, Peleliu and Angunar, veing operated malnly as alr bases,
our plancs were able to keep tho other islands in tho Palaus constanly harrassed
ond subdued, These islémds capibiated after V=J Day. |

The Palau islands lle in a chain 20 »iles wide rmumning roughtly north~norih-

east to zouth~southwiest for 77 miles, ilost northerdy iz Pabelthuap, which is
also the big-est, while at the south is Anguar, rich in phosphate deposita. The
islands are very irregular in shape and, in genoral, hilly vith tho exception of
those at the northern and southurn extremes. Through the centoer of ths proup
there 18 a distinect geological .clivisi.on between islands on the north which are
voleanic basalt and islands to the south which are limostone. There is an
overlapplng of peological types near the center. Vestern Koror, Halakal, freke

abesan, and isolated portions of Aurapushekaru are voleanie in compositlion,
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vihlle the south appendages of Babelthuap, eastern Koror, iHzargol, and almost
all of Aurapushekaru are limestone.

The toposraphical differences between the voleanic and limestons portions
of Palau hes considerahblo effect on the importance and usefulncas of the islanda,.
wnile besaltic éabalthuap ie billy ond has the highest peaks of the chain, 720
foet, at its northwest tip, it and the cther volcanic islands in central Palau
are steep, hogbacked, narrow, and generally clif{f-borerderd. Although thelr
characteristics discourage sottlement, they form excellent windbreaks and Lreak-
waters for the harbors and enchoreges of Palau, such as Ghonfan Harbor. The
two southernmost of the limestone formations, Peleliu, and Anguar, are generally
leval and ugseful for settlements,

N Pabelthuap is voloanie with bauxite, mangancse, aid lignite (coal) deposits.
About 23 miles long and four to eight miles wide, its northern sectlon where the
bauxite mines are worked is rathor bare; ils soulhorn section is hilly, crossed
bty many ridpes, and not teoo heavily wooded. Its coast is linad with mangrova
granmps vith a few sandy beeches at off intervals, Six small rivera which are
navigable for a distance of a mile or more from their mouths by shallow=-dralt
boats ere channeled scross the island. Babelthuap alco beasts a snall upring-
fod loke,

Koror'e coast is devold of bLeaches and Lo the west &g manjrove, to lie
east | imestona cliffs., It is about three miles long and covers an aroa of leas
than three aquare miles. PRerry service unites it with Babeithuap. Koror wag
tha center for Japancse military, naval, and politicdl activity and & sizoable
modern town was built on its western side. Now Foror is the center of Hilitary
Government for the Palaus and a large hospital functions there.

Peleliu is g proximately 5 miles long wltli & maximum width of a little

over two miles., Mangrove swamps, sandy beaches, and coral ledges d tornately

prisene my il Al . AN ) e PR
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northwast=southwost ridge north of the airfield, The ridge has abrupt ¢liffs and

is pitted with about five hundred caves which vary in size from mera holes In

the rock to lqrga caves partially excavated by the Japanase for use aa storajge 4
or for hospltals. Gavos are known to extend under the north end & the alrstrip i
and cause portions oy the roadway to sink, e Japanvse built a goad airfield :
and eir areensl on Pelelinm. Just off the wostern reef, nesr what via called
Qrange ieach, 18 an anchorage sultablde for large vesscls, .
Palau haa great military and commerclal importance aad has bwoen for years
tho cent r of Japanese political control of all her Paeiflc mandayzed Jslanda,
In ihids island group, as you~have r ad, the Japaneso oparated a'::iljox- ailitary ,"-
base, a [bet anchorage and supply base, an airfiecld, and seaplane bases (near
Korar).
: Palau's locatlon gives it conslderable stratepgic importances ne thousasd 1
miles west of Truk and only 530 ssxiina from Daveo 'In the southern Phlllipines, it P |
commands the sea and alr routes from China and Japan to Naw Guinca and the westarn
Duien tast Indles., Por thls reason 4t was an fmportant trans-shipnent point for
movements of encry ohips, troops, planes, and osupplies to the southwest Pacille
theater of oparetions, :
From the Palaus I wont to tho Truk group ia the Hastern Carolines, L f
Hilitsry Governuont hoadguarters are located on jicen island., This island~-
and all the others in this proup—is beautiful, Moen has such things as watorlalls,
donge vogetatlon and a heavy precipitation. 1 also visitoed the islands of
Roaulum, ldot, Dublon and Umnan, ‘.i‘-".;
The paovple here are light brown in appearance, vory doclile, and cusy to 1
handle, Te ware entertalnoed on all tho Lslands by einging and danclng, Thore

are about 10,000 inhabitants in tha Truk group coppared to 5700 In the Palaus,

Both the Trukeso and the Palauans lmpressed me as a happy but bowilderad poople.



The discasos of greatest provalence In both groups are tuborculosis and
intestioel parasites. uo to the use of penlcllllin, yaws=-widch used Lo be

} ' o
WS nu;l!

Guite provalent==have been cleared up; thoers 1s no lndicatlon of oayphi
very litlle gonorrhea, OSanlbary habits are being loutroduced by the Havy wnd

outdoor Lollets are much in uso.

Hokther the Palauans or the Trulkese care to work too much as they have all
tho nogeussitics of life=-axcept tobacuo=-and In this respect thoy are rationed

at the rate of L eartons a month, The standard rate of pay in both kroups is

]‘U¢ a dil:f.
Truk was not the Japanese "ioarl larbor® the Amrrican public had been lob
to believe in, Tho Japanese had a batt ry of elght f=inch pme on Koen awid a

gystenm of caves on 4all the isluands similar to thoso in use in Japan, ULublin

island was thoir headguarters snd from there the movemrmts of thelr Lth Fleot

and 31 t Army Ulvision were directod. Fortiflcatlons were of a vory woak chare

acter and kind, There waa no sign of pormencncy liore as was indicabed ot

Roror in the Palaus. Truk lagoon islarge enouch to take care of the entirs

Ue s fluet bul Lo make 1U practicable a great deal of blasting and dred:ing

would bs nocessarye
Rapineamaringl, south of t.e Truk sroup, 18 oneol the fow rinl Polynesian

islends left in that part of the Pacific. ¢o could not get dom there due to

distance and lack of time at our dlsposal,.



Mr. Speaker:

On Decemb-r 2lst, 19L5, 1 completed an investigation trip, as a member of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, vith a sub-comnittee of the House Haval
Affairs Committee widch covered the Far East and the ex-Japanese Handates in the
Pagifie, I left Washinston on Nowember 21lst and, during the month of our invest-~
igations we stopped at Pearl larbor, Vidway, VWake, Ouam, Tokyo and Yokosuke in
Japany Tsingtao, Tientsin, Pelking and thanghai in Chinaj Yonabaru in the Ryukyus,
¥anila, Pelelul, Anguar, Horer and Babelthuap in the Palausj loen, Homulun,
fublon, Uman and Ubet in the Truk Oroup and Kwajalein in the Marshalls,

ivery courtesy was oxtended 4o us by members of the Amy and Navy in those
aress md also by officials of the State Uepartment with whom we came in contact
in Tolyo, Tsingtao, Peiking and Shanghed. To all of them perscnally and as a
group, I wish to extend my sincere thanks for their cooperation md helpfulness,

iy purpose in making this report is to give to the Congress the results of
my views on Amerdican policy in the areas covered. As many of you know, I under-
took a seven wecks survey of PDurma and China for the late President Frenklin D,
Hoosevelt in November and December, 1545 and I would like to sugcest that you
check my remarks in this speech, as they affect China, with the report I made to
Congress on January 16, 1946 and which can be found in full in the Congressional
Record of that date.

on sy trip I coversd approximately 25,000 miles over a 31 day period. During
that time I kept a personal day-to~day diary, interviewed as many people as I
could, both in official circles and on the street and also made use of every bit
of information which I thought would be of value in sssossing my viows and making
them known to the Congrese.

There were a mumber of questions in my mind which I tried to find answers to
during the course of my trip and, which I could reach no definite conclusions to

some of them, I will set them down., Thoy are as followss Vhere are America's
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frontiers in the Pacific and the Far igst? ™hat are our intercsts in thece
areas? VWhat position as we in to protect tham? From whom must they be pro~
tocted? What 1s our present policy toward these areas? Are owr present hold-
ings there assets or liabilities? Mthmmtmo:muu-m

in the Pacifie?

I left Washington on Novemboer 21lst and arrived at Pearl Harbor on November
23rd, Leaving Pearl Harbor on the 25th of November at midnight I arrived at Ugke
Island on the morning of the 26th, Wake, an island one mile by one md one-half
miles in area, housed 12,000 men during the war but ite present complemont is
down to around 000, This includes the porsonnel of one Marine air squadron of
26 planes. In my opinion, Midway is the most important strategic island in the
Sorth Pacific, It is only 1600 miles from Adak in the Aleutisns, 2100 miloes
from Tolyo and 1500 miles ‘rom Pearl farbor. A constant battle with the sea must
be waged to keep the island together. Starms railse havoe with our alr fleld there,
because the constant actlion of the waves is washing ite underpinnings away. No
mattor what the expense nay be this island should be kept wp because of its strate-
gle position and impartance. Probably the most declsive naval battle of the
Paciflic Jar——the Rattle of Midwayw-araz fought off this island, At the present time
Midway has fine adrstrips, & good sulmarine base and harbor, and a roadstead big
enough for cruisers and carriers i they draw no more than 28 foet,

Midway belongs to the loeward Island group of the iawallan Archipelago. This
group stretehes away in & long line for 1300 miles nortiwest of the inhabited
Hawailan Islands, 2411 of them are vory small and some are merely reefs. The
ocean in thelr vicinity is notorious for uncortain and dangerous currents and for
abrupt changes in the depth of the water, They were set aside as & bird reser-
vation in 15909 and are now tenanted by thousands of sea-birds of various kinds,
Some fishing operations are now Leing carried on in this group tut they are
seldom visited and, with the exception of Midwey, have no inhabitants, Incid-
entally, Midway was discovered and claimed for the United States in 1359 when
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Hawall was still an independent country.

from Midway I went to fake and, from the alr, the | anding otrip looked
very, very small, ¥ake is an atoll ocoupied an area L} by 2 miles. Ite three
islets, separated by shal low water, 'ave a maximum & titude of about 20 feet, 1
left Wake on Thwrsday, November 20, (Thankegiving Day) and on our way to Cuam
we {lew low and circled Saipan, Tinlan, Roto, and Fagan I[slands in the lariamnas,
Those were & part of the former Jepanese mandates, UOaipan looked beautiful from
the air and it, dong with Tinlan was ddbed with air strips and concentrations
of material,

Ouam is the southermmost, largest and most populous of the 15 islands come
prising the Marianna group. It is about 30 miles long, varies in width from L
to § miles and has a total area of 225 square miles, 7he island is the top of
a great volvanic cone buillt up from the Pacific Cccan and its highest elevation
1s 1334 feet, Apro, on the waest coast, has an excellent harbor, is well protected
mm;m‘mhnwnnumfwdmth.dmm.

OGuam iz an extremely important link in the cast-wost chain of ilenads belong-
ing to the United States. (n the present airplane route to the Orient the distance
from Juam to Wake is 1310 miles; to “anila, 1384 miles; to Truk, 555 milesj to
Pelelis, 490 mileos and to Ewajalein, 1550 miles,

The work of the naval government in Cumm asince the Washington Conference of
1521-22 has resolved itself largely into carrying out a constructive program for
the the benefit of the Juamemians, During the 250 years Spain had administered
Ouam ite population had decreased tremendously. Under the navy, it had bocome
one of the cleanest and nost wholesome islands in the tropilcs. The population
has more than doubled since 1090, proper sanitary and medical care has been
provided and a free publio educstional aystem has been instituted,

The loyalty and gratitude of the Ouamanians to the U. 5. is unquestioned, (n
& number of occasions, they have petitioned for Arerican citizenship, the latest

in December, 1546, when the (mamanian Congress passed such a resolution, btut
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nothing as yet has been done, They do not want independence as they realise
they lack experience and financial resources to continue their government withe
out the su rort whiich comes to them directly and indirectly from federal appro-
priations and from service persomnel on the island,

There 1s still a small number of Japanese soldiers at large on the island,
They live in the jungle and subsist on what nature provides or they can steal.
However, the number is gradually being whittled down and it will not be long vefore
they will all be accounted for. The war trials of 2 mumber of captured and
accused Japanese are being conducted there and sentences are being meted out,.

I visited the hospital there and the School of Tropicel Medicine which has
been extremely good equipment but very little in the way of personnel to carry
on the work necessary in Yuam ad the other Pacific ilslands nowwnder our control,
I believe that it would be a good and necessary policy for us to sppropriste
sufficlent funds to operate tiis school on & firsteclass basis, to provide
sufficient personnel to man it and to use it as a training school for native
medical practitioners so that they could take care of the health ne=eds in owr
islands. This has been done very successfully by the Hritish who have establishe
ed such a training center in Suva in the Piji Island group and the results have
been extremely gratifying. This type of education is necessary due to the fact
that imerican doctors will not go to the islands because of inadeguate salaries
and because very few of them wuld be willing to make a career a life such as
this would call for.

Ouam, at the present time, is our real westorn line of defense, At present
there are 12,000 Savy and darine persennel and 10,000 Army personnel on the
island. shile this largenmbsr crowds the island now we had as many as 210,000
service personnel on Uuam during the war,



The present Commander of the iariannas, Hear-idminal Pounall, 1s & tolerant
end undorstanding administrator. He impressed me a & a man who has the interests
of both the natives and nis country at heart, lore aduinistrators like hin would
e beneficial to the U, 5S¢ in our dealings with the peoples now under our centrol
in the Pacific.
 Prom Ousm I went to Tokyo. ¥e had hoped to go td Marcus Island but did not
when we dound out that it had, in effect, boen "rolled wp” and that it had only
the one air-strip and that a sea-air rescue unit was stationed there,

Tolgye 4s in a very dillapidated state but the Jop anese are cooperating very
well »ith the Americans and conditions are, on the whole, good. The economy of
Japan is coming back gradually and most of the people seem o like the Americans,
furing a three howr luncheon with Jeneral Douglas Meirthwr many pertinent questions
were discussed, lle stated that the Occupation of Japan was going along very well
and that, to keep the situation under control, he had about 80,000 American troops
plus some Wew Zealanders, Australian and Sikh troops to assist him. e stated
that the Jganeso pecple liked us, ihen asked about the U.8.9,H., he sald that
she was trying to meke her influence felt in Japan and that, while she had no
troops there, she did have & mission mmbering in excess of 500 which was entirew
1y too many for the amcunt of work they had to do.

toArthur pointed out that the Communist Party had little influence in Japan,
that it was small but vocal and well arganised,that it had only six members in
the Diet, Yomen have 30 of their sex as Representatives in the Diet.

fle pointed out that Japan will come back economically much sooner that the
Palllipoines because of the way the Japanese will work. Tokyo and other ruined
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cities in Japan will not be too long getting rebullt whereas lanila will take
much longers

Neirtiar stated that the Japanose are now the world's grostest pacifists,
They have gone {rom one extreme to the other Lecause they were at their peak
when they wont to war and they lost, Honce, thelr system failed them and they
have now become pacifiste.

In contrast to Cermany, NeArthur sald that the occupati.ocn of Japan has cost
the United States nothing except for the payment of wages to owr service personncl
and their clothes, medical attention and food.

Uhen questioned, licArthur stated our stay in Japan is indeterminate, Much
will depend on the action of Congress and the reparations issue, e expressed
general agreement with Ed Pauley's report on reparations but was opprosed to some
of it because it was not based on the faot that Japan had been stripped by bombing
of much of her industry, In his opinion Japan must be made self-sustaining or
it will cost the U, S. billions of dollars and millions of lives in the future,
fe favored the ex~Jgpanese lMandated Islands belng made military reservations with
all the rights of imerican citisens granted to the natives except the franchise.
This, in effect, would be a continuation of the Uuam type of government,

fie is introducing land reforms to make it possible for the peasants to buy
and oom their own farme, He has téken away pensi ns md honors from &ll retired
Japanese Army and Havy officers and he is determined to Lreak the Japanese milit-
ary caste. About 40O Japanese have already been tried and executed and about
1000 still remain to be trisd, It is his contention that if he had not jalled
the war criminals, the Japanese poople would have killed them,



falations beotmeen American service personnel and the Japanese people seem
to do good. I am wondering, though, if cur boye are not too young far the
"police” type of duty which s their main job, While the Japanese women and
youngstere seemed {riendly, there was a cortain swliness on the part of some
of the men, The Japancse people look with distaste upon their returned soldiors.
Japanese policemen, mimms swords, seom to have a difficult time handling
Korean md Formosans who ceuse uch trouble. It has become nccessary for the
Japanese police to call on American i, P.'s for assistance in some quarters of
Tokyo hecauss the Noresans and Formosans are so difficult to handle.

From Tokyo 1 went to Yokosuke, the great Japanese Naval Mase L0 miles
sough of the oapitol, mum-mamhmumahnmmad
stationary cranes, ite oilx lar;e drydocko--one of which can accomodate the
blz-est ship afloat-——its caves dug into the mountains at the base wiich, as far
as can be ascertained, run for more than 20 miles and were honeyoombed with
machine shops, radar equipment, churtrocms, mnitions, ote, These cives are
cut into the soapstone mnd thoy represent a well thought out job, (ne wonders
at the Jepancae nentality becsuse we were informed on relisble authority that
with the war they inducted their machine tool operators into the army and re-
placed them with farwers who had to be forcod to work Wy gusrds armed with
machine suns,

Tokosuke Navy Yard used to be surroundsd by a high femce and no foreisners
were ever allowed ingide, 70,000 Japenese were employed at this base. Vo
Amsrican ship had visited Iokosuke-s-copt for a Lrief stop of an Amorican flect
on a round the world touwr in 1900--until after ¥J Day. It was as much of &
secret baso es it was humanly possible to achieve, Zven today the old Navy Yard
mmmnwmmtmrru@nmmmmd
Captaln Penton Decker, U, &, Nep, much progross is being made and a major base for



the repair of American ships in the Far Pacific will soon be in the making.

I believe that Japan must be allowed to maintain a self-sustaining economy,
otherwise it will be necessary for us to export foodstuffs to her and, maybe,
create a kind of dependency which would create disastrous consequences for us.

On VJ Day the Japanese did not have a battleship afloat although the
Nagoya—-riddled in the Battle of Leyte--was being repaired. On that dat the
Japanese had 3000 planes left but they did not have the gas necessary to get
off the ground. From 1940 to 1945, Japan buklt 60,000 planes of all types which
compares with our ysarly production during the war years.

In Japan's schools we are changing the contents of their textbooks teo co=-
incide with our views but we are doing nothing to further the health of the
school children, The schools are cold and have no heat, the students still wear
uniforms and girls are still not allowed to go to the universities.

At Hiroshima I aaw the results of the first atom bomb=-15 months after., The
shells or outside of some 10 or 12 modern buildirgs were left standing and some
wooden houses were going up in the devasteted area. There was no sign of a garden
in the 4 square mile bombed area, The destruction here was terrible and the
sight of what man's terrible destructive genius can accomplish is enough to make
one shudder.

From Hiroshima I went to Tsingtao in Shantung Province, north of China. We
do not have & naval base here, or anywhere else in China, The Russians have a
base at Port Arthur based on the Sino-Soviet Treaty of 19} ). Tsingtao is the
logical place for the Chinese navy to build itself and we have furnished them
with ships and, at present, are supplying them with American naval instructions.

Our policy in Chaina, according to Admiral Cooke, Commander of the U. S.
Seventh Naval Fleet, has been to assist the movement of Central Uovernment armies
to northwest Chinaj to repatriate Japanese to their homelandy to help move



munmmrmmummwmxpnpmwmuaum.

Oour karine Corps activitics have been reduced so that Larines guards have
been taken off the coal trains from Tientsin to Chingwantso, iarine personnel
is being constantly ocut down in numbers and their only duty now is to support
Exccutive /sadquarters in Peiping. Fxecutive leadguarters is composed of
wombers of the fuomintang, the Communists, and the U, 8. Army and its main
purpose seems to be to send out truce teams to help bring about a cessation of
hostilities Letween tho Xuomintang and the Commmists. As a matter o fact the
Us S, irmy i3 the real Bxecutive loadquarters and the Marines supply the logistics
support, The larines had Leen used Lo protect the coal mines and the railroads
but these functions have now been taken over by the Nationalist troops.

During my China visit the Chinese Natlional Aseembly was in session st Hanking
but the Communists have refused to Join it stating they were not being given
enough voice in the government,

In early December, 19L0, thare were approximately LO,000 Haval and Marine
personnel in China, Japan and Okinwwa, ‘he U, &, Army, in China, had approximato-
1y LOOO men there with one=half stationed at Peiping and one-half at Naniing,

The Chinese are building a naval base at Tsingtao and the personnel there
seem to be a good, well disciplined group. The Chinese have difficulty in under—
standing the sclences and seem rather difficult to teach electronics and radar.

While in Teingteo I waw some "volunteers" for the Central Government's
Army. They were tled together with ropes and being driven to their barracks,
This is really nothing new as China's armies have been getting thls type of
recruit for many years past,

Aftor leaving Tsingteo I went to Tientein and Peiping. In the latter city
I talked with General (Oillam, the Americen Comnissioner at Ixecutive leadquarters,




He stated that while the situation between the Communists and the Kuomintang
was tense that the door was not entirely dosed to further negotiations, It
that time thare were very few truce teams out in the field amd negotliations
between the two opposing factions had developed into a stalesate,

For the Kuomintang, the C, C. Clique dominated by the Chen lWrothers, is
still a very potent factor, This group is opposed to a compromise with the
opposition, The Chinese people weem to be afrald of the Kuomintang which has
the secret agents everywhers, The Chinese are beginning to indicate their
dislike of foreignors of all kinds and they are showing evidences of an anti-
American spirit based, I beliesve, on the presence of owr service personnel in
their country.

in the Chinese clities I visited I notlced the begimiings of youth movements
anoyg boys and girls., They wear wunifarme, march in step and have distinctive
slogens, Theose movemants can be channeled into democratic lines like our Hoy
Scouts ar they can Lecome vehicles for dictatorship as the youth movements in
Italy and Germany wore. Only time will tell what their ultimate effect will be,

From information I gathered in north China the Nussians did a very thorough
Job of looting Manchuria and pillaging that area and its people. low, in re-
tallatlon, the Chinese are doing the same things to the lusslans in the parts of
Nanchuria they coantrols

In her dealings with the Central Covernment the fuseians are serupulously
corroct, No fussian materl, as such, is golng to the Communists but the fussians
did leave captured Japanese war supplice—as they withdrewwhere it would be
convenient for the Chinese Compmmiste to take it over. The Fuoamintang armies ave
well equipped and supplies by usy the Comunist armies steal or take vhatever they
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gan, The Commmists are very anti-imerican and they havemt ocut very defamatory
posters in Yenan and perhaps elsewhere, showing American merines in a very famx ‘
uafavorable light, I

From Peiping I went to Shanghai and from there to Yonaberu on Okisawa, |
Ukinawa 1s an island in the lyukyus <7 miles long Ly 10 miles wide, Well over
100 ships of ell types are beached or on their sides, mute evidence to the effeot~
iveness of the great typhoon of last year.

At present, Okinawa is menned Ly 12,000 American soldiers but only a few in
excess of 1000 sallors. /rom a naval point of view this base is in the “caretaker®
status end oplnlon 1s very divided as to what its futwe disposition should be,
Due to its wulnerablility to severe types of weather plus the availability of a
big modern base at Yokosuke 1t would appear that except for its use ag an "eye®
on our defense perimet-r it would not be a worthwhile, permanent installation,

‘n December 10, I arrived at Peleliu in the Palans and immediately went by
seaplane to the lsland of Anguar to look into the dispositions of the phosphate
deposits there, We have a million tons of this valuable commodity in Anguar and
a2 contract has been let to an American goncern—-—-the Pomeroy Cospany—to dig it
out, It is ‘eing sent to Japan, in Japanese ships, to help rehabilitate the mil
there and thus to meke the country become more self-supporting. The natives are
being paid 55¢ a day, and Japancse sent from Japan, $3.50 a day, The American
workers are paid at prevailing stateside wages. The phosphate is to be mined at
the rate of 300,000 tons & year,

The phosphate at finguar is extremely rich and valuable for medicinal purposes
as well as for use as fertiliger. This phosphate could be used in Hawaii, where
it is neaded badly, or Ly nations like the Fhillippines and China allied with us
in the war, There are epproximately 200 American civil employees here and the

contract is on a cost=plus~Iixed=-fee basis which could bear looking into. Further



more, sccording to the (rest Falls, iontena Tridune of Decemb r 19th, 500,000
tons of lontana and Idaho phosphate have also been scheduled to go to Japan md
Korea immodiately,

From Anguar I went to Koror which used to be the seat of the Japanese South
Seas Oovernment and which direetly ruled all the Mmdated Islands. There was
much permenent building dome here and all indicatlons point to the Japanese being
here to stay. 'n the back of the Governor's im sion thore was a grass inlaid
map of the Palaus vh:ich was remariable for its intricate detall., The Jupanese
had 35,000 troops on Koror but we nevr did attespt to take the islend, There
was the remeins of an old Japanose s'wine--now occupled by a church--in back
of which gun emplacesents can still be seen.

Frm Foror I went Ly boat to Rabelthuap the largest island in the pgroup and
visited some native villagos and schools. In the Pulaus the chdldren are being
taught Fnglish which they have to learn from Papensse charactorse They scem to
be learning owr language fairly rapidly.

on Pabelthusp I visited a men's clubhouse=to which women are never adultted,
and noticed the painting and engraving of veriocus kinds of roogters, fanciful
animals of different kinds, and men in assorted kinds of positions, This island
is liitle lmowm and has hardly boen visited by white nen,

¥hen I saw the mangrove swamps I shuddered to t ink what American boys had
to go through in taking Peleliu snd othor islands in the Pacific. 'hen I visited
our cemot ries on Peleliu and Anguar, vhen I locked over Hloody Nose Ridge and
when I viewed Orange and Purple beaches, I didn't feel too well,

¥o have & lot of surplus equipment in the Palaus which we night as well
forget because it is eithor useless or will be soon. lany of owr Pacific
izland holdings are now Quonset hut affairs. The U, 5, Commereial Company, a



subsidiary of the R.F.0Cs, has a monoply on trading with the natives in owr
newly ascquired possessions. This ompanisation encourages native handicrafte
and buys what the natives produce and thon send it to the U, 8. for sales Much
that the natives produce is crude but, with a market, their handicra®™ can be
improved and their subsistence, in part at least, om be taken care of.

The Japanese bMulilt up stron; defenses, not as complete as tiose at Truk,
but more powerful than those normally built at an outlying base, The Paluan
fortilicstions sufferedthe first attack when the 8lst Army Infantry Division
stormed the shores of Anguar about a week previous to the assualt an Peleliu
by the lst larine Division (Reinforeed) on 15 foptember 194k, The Army supporte
ed ths Peleliu invasion with artillery fire from Anguar durirg the early stages
of the attack, and two weeks later the Army Joined the Marines on Peleliu to ald
in the fight, November, 19LL, Peleliu was secured.

o attenpt was made to invade the major islands north of Peleliu, but,
with the two bLases, Peleliu and Anguer, being operated mainly as air bases,
our planes were able to keep the other islands in the Palans constanly harrassed
and subdued, These ilslands capituated after V=J lay,

The Palau islands lie in a chain 20 milee wide running roushtly north-northe-
east to south-southwest for 77 miles. lHost northerly is Nabelthusp, which is
also the bigrest, while at the south is Anguar, rich in phosphate deposits. The
islands are very irregular in shape and, in general, hilly with the exception of
those ot the northern and southorn extremes, Through the centor of the group
there 15 a distinet geologicel division between islands on the north which are
volesaic basalt and Lslands to the south which are limestone., There is an
overlapping of geological types near the center, WFestern loror, lalakal, Arake
abesan, and isclated portions of Aurapushekaru are volecanic in composition,
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while the south appendages of Nabelthuap, eastern Xoror, Hgargel, and almost
all of Aurapushekaru are limectons.

The topographical dirferences hetween the volcanic and limestone portions
of Palau has considerable effect on the importance and usefulnoss of the islands,
Thile basaltic Bebelthmap is hilly and haa the highest peaks of the chaln, 790
feet, at ite northwest tip, it and the Xher woleanic islands in central Palau
are steep, hogbacked, narrow, snd generally cliff-borerderd. Although their
chargcteristice discourage settlement, they fomm excellent windbreaks and break-
waters for the harbors and anchoreges of Palaw, such as Shonian Marbor. The
two southernmost of the lumwstone formations, Peleliu, and Angumr, are generally
leval and usefal for settlements.

Bebelthuap is voloanie with bauxite, manganese, md lignite (coal) deposite.
About 23 miles long and four to elght miles wide, its northern sectlon where the
bawcite mines are worked is rethor barey its southorn section is hilly, crossed
by many ridges, and not too heavily wooded, Ite coast is lined with mangrove
owamps with a lew sandy beachos at off intervals, &ix small rivers which are
navigable for a distance of a mile or more from their months by shallowedrait
boats are channeled across the island, Babelthusp also voasts a emall spring=-
fed lake,

Koror's coast is devold of Leschies and to the west is mangrove, to the
east | imestone cliffs, It is about three mlles long and covers an arca of less
than three square milss, FPerry service unites it with Babelthmap. Noror was
the center for Japancse military, naval, and political activity and a sizcable
modern towm was built on its western side. Now Koror is the center of Military
Government for the Palaus and a large hosplital functions there,

Peleliu is & proximately 5 miles long with a maximum width of a little
over two miles, Mangrove swamps, sandy beaches, and coral ledges & ternately
surround the island, The island is a limestone foundation, flat except for a
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northeast-soutiwest ridge north of the airfield., The ridge has abrupt cliffs and
is pitted with about five hundred caves which vary in sise from mere holes in
mmkwmmmmwmmrﬁmum
ar for hospitals, Oaves are imown to extend under the north end £ the alretrip
and cause portions of the roadway to sink, The Japanose bLullt a good airfiald
and air areenal on Peleliu, Just off the westorn reef, near what is called
Orange Deach, is an anchorage sultable for large vessels,

Palau has great military and commerclal importance snd has been for yoars
the centur of Japanese political control of all her Pacific mandaged lslands,
In this island group, as you have r ad, the Japanese operated a major military
base, a fhet anchorage and supply base, an airfield, and seaplane bases (near
foror).

Palau's locstion gives it considerable strategic importance, (ne thousand
miles west of Truk and only 530 miles from Davao in the southern Phillipines, it
commands the sea and alr routes from China and Japan to lew (uinea and the western
Dutch Bast Indles, Por this reason it was an leportant trans-shipment point for
movements of enexy ships, troops, planes, and suppliss to the southwest Pacifies
theater of operutions,

From the Palaus I went to the Trukt group in the Hastern Carolines. Owr
Hilitary Govermment headquarters are located on idoen island, This islande
and @l the others in this group—is beautiful, Noen has such things as waterfalls,
dense vegetation and a heavy precipitation, I also visited the islands of
Romulum, Udot, Dublon and Uman,

The pecple here are light brown in appearance, very docile, and easy to
handle, Te were entertalned on all the islands by einging and dancing, There
are about 10,000 inhablitants in the Truk group compared to 5900 in the Palaus,

Both the Trukess and the Palauans improssed me as a happy but bowildered people.



The diseases of greatest prevalence in both groups are tuberculosis and
intestinal parasites. Due to the use of penicillin, yaws--which used to be
quite prevalent—have been cleared upj there is no indication of syphiis and
very little gonorrhea., Sanitary habits are being introduced by the Navy and

outdoor toilets are much in use,

Neither the Palauans or the Trukese care to work too much as they have all
the necessities of life--except tobacco——and in this respect they are rationed
at the rate of L cartons a month, The standard rate of pay in both proups is
Lo¢ a day.

Truk was not the Japanese "Pearl Harbor" the American public had been let
to believe in, The Japanese had a batt.ry of eight 8-inch guns on koen and a
system of caves on 2ll the islands similar to those in use in Japan, Uublin
island waes their headwuarters and from there the movements of their Lith Fleet
and 31:t Army Division v'rem directed. Fortifications were of a very weak char-
acter and kind., There was no sign of permanency here as was indicated at
Koror in the Palaus. Truk lagoon islarge enough to take care of the entire
U. S. fleet but to make it practicable a great deal of blasting and dredging
would be necessary,

Kapingamaringi, south of the Truk group, is onecof the few real Polynesian
islands left in that part of the Pacific. We could not get down there due to
distance and lack of time at our disposal.
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