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A NEW BEGINNING

KEYNOTE ADDRESS TO THE

Seconp NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON_RURAL AMERICA
NoveMBER 15, 1976

Des MoInes, ITowA

THANK YOU, __, FOR YOUR GRACIOUS

INTRODUCTION. | DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY

TO TALK WITH ALL OF YOU HERE TODAY -- ESPECIALLY SINCE
| BELIEVE THE WORK YOU DO HERE OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL
DAYS IS A REAL STEP TOWARD THE GOAL OF IMPROVING LIFE
FOR RURAL AMERICANS. | R L

Vetemy , [ M FROM NESTERN MONTANA, AND HONTANA
TF Jou'lL PARD 5 MYy CiAuverSM

IS A BEAUTIFUL LAND.
T'0 LIKE

To SAY THAT MONTANA 1S FILLED WITH SOME
OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAINS AND FOREST§)..AND
FARM LANDS...ANYWHERE ON EARTH.
B3uT, ' ) .
pONE "THING MONTANA IS NOT FILLED WITH IS STANDARD
METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS. ,
n /Won/&r-‘s Lo stern dono,ffsspuul Dystrs t'/)
IN FACT,/WE DON'T HAVE ANY,
['M SURE ALL OF YOU ARE AWARE THAT THE NOTATION
OF “STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA" IS
BUREAUCRATIC LONG-HAND FOR A "Bic Town,” We pon'T
HAVE ANY TRUELY BIG TOWNS, AND FRANKLY, WE IN MONTANA
PREFER TO KEEP IT THAT WAY.

Ao YET

A IF THERE IS ONE POINT I THINK ALL OF US IN THIS

ROOM NEED TO FORCE THE FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY TO UNDERSTAND,
IT'S THAT THERE'S NOTHING WRONG WITH NOT BEING STANDARD,



®
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NOT BEING METROPOLITAN, AND NOT BEING STATISTICAL.

> rng INvoLVE MENT To SAVE BurAL AmiEricA geasﬁ;ze
A

Two RS AGO WREN | LWALKKEDL Acrtess ma»TﬂzF ;/oumm
L—-—iﬁn«, THE PICTURE YGSEMEBE OF ME IN THE Rave <®ew
CONFERENCE ISSUE OF RURAL AM&&LQAZQX; TAKEN AS | WALKED
HUNDREDS OF MILES ACROSS WESTERN MONTANA,MEETING WITH
PEOPLE WHO SENT ME TO CONGRESS. THAT HIKE WAS ONE OF
THE MOST VALUABLE THINGS | HAVE EVER DONE IN MY LIFE,
I MET %ﬁm’l‘;%usmmsmm, CONSERVATIVES AND
LIBERALS, TOWNSFOLK AND FARMERS. AND WHILE THEY WERE
ALL DIFFERENT, THEY USUALLY SHARED ONE THING -- A DEEP
. APPRECIATION FOR THE BENEFITS OF RURAL LIFE. THEY HAVE
A COMMITMENT TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF THAT LIFE WITHOUT
LOSING THE OPEN SPACE..,THE QUIET...AND THE SENSE OF

INDIVIDUAL WORTH THAT CAN GET SWALLOWED UP WITH URBANIZATION.

I CHOSE TO WALK IN ORDER TO GET A BETTER IDEA OF
THE DIVERSITY OF WESTERN MONTANA’S LAND AND PEOPLE,
DRIVING MANY OF THOSE ROADS WOULDN’T HAVE GOTTEN ME

T LITH ALRLINE ScHEBULES AS THEY AeE

THERE MUCH FASTER. ANDAFLYING FROM PLACE TO PLACE RY PRLANE
MIGHT HAVE MEANT CONNECTING FLIGHTS THROUGH MEXICO
City,

But I DON’'T NEED TO TELL ANY OF YOU ABOUT GOOD
PEOPLE OR BAD ROADS. MOST OF YOU HERE TODAY HAVE™ =
WALKED YOUR OWN MILES AND DEVELOPED A STRONG FEELING
FOR BOTH THE PROBLEMS AND PROMISE OF RURAL AMERICA; -~

' Too OFYE ,

EVEN THOSE oF US,STUCK BEHIND A DESK®IN THE CITY
CAN GET A GOOD FEELING FOR THE MASSIVE PROBLEMS FACING
RURAL AMERICA BY READING NEWSPAPERS AND WATCHING THE

FAILURE OF OUR NATIONAL GOVERNMENT TO ADEQUATELY TACKLE _ -




RURAL PROBLEMS,
WHEN I WAS FIRST ASKED TO .SPEAK HERE TODAY ABOUT
A NEW BEGINNING, | WONDERED WHAT THERE WAS NEW TO TALK

ABOUT, A YEAR AND A HALF AGO, WHEN THE FIRST NATIONAL
COoNFERENCE ON RurAL AMERICA CONVENED IN WAsHineTON, D.C.,
PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY CAME TOGETHER TO GIVE
FOCUS AND DIRECTION TO A MULTITUDE OF RURAL PROBLEMS,
THAT CONFERENCE PRODUCED A DOCUMENT CALLED, “TOWARDS

A PLATFORM FOR RURAL AMERICA.” ALL ACROSS THE BOARD,

IN HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH SERVICES, EMPLOYMENT,
FARMING, AND EVERY OTHER ASPECT OF RURAL LIFE AND THE
RURAL ECONOMY, THE PROBLEMS IT LISTED WERE DETAILED AND

DEPRESSING, MoST OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGE IN

- THIS DOCUMENT WERE ACCURATE AND PROPERLY DIRECTEU.

BuT, As YET, VERY FEW OF THEM HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT.
THEREFORE
THE QUESTION IS, GEEEEEEEE; WHAT NEW BEGINNING TODAY7

C‘OR l:xAmPL e
& FORTY FOUR PERCENT OF OUR COUNTRY S POOR PEOPLE

STILL LIVE IN SMALL TOWNS AND RURAL AREAS ANUYSTILL RECEIVE
ONLY TWENTY-SEVEN PERCENT OF THE FEDERAL OUTLAYS FOR
WELFARE AND POVERTY.,

® PERSON FOR PERSON, FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TO THE POOR
IN RURAL AREAS IS STILL LESS THAN HALF THAT TO THE POOR
IN THE CITIES.

® RURAL AREAS HAVE ALMOST TWO-THIRDS OF THE NATION'S
SUBSTANDARD HOUSING, BUT ONLY ONE-FIFTH OF THE NATION'S

FEDERAL HOUSING DOLLARS.,
THERE ARE NO FEDERAL FUNDS GOING INTO RURAL PUBLIC



Y-

) " TRANSPORTATION, AND MANY POOR RURAL FAMILIES DO NOT
HAVE ACCESS TO AN AUTOMOBILE. THIS IS TRUE DESPITE THE
FACT THAT ALMOST HALF OF THE ELDERLY PEOPLE IN RURAL
AREAS ARE NOT fis | ICENSED TO DRIVE,

@ HELATH CARE IS EVEN MORE OF A PROBLEM: THERE ARE
ALMOST FIVE TIMES AS MANY PEOPLE FOR EACH DOCTOR, IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE AS THERE ARE IN THE CITIES, AND THE NUMBER
OF COUNTIES WITHOUT A SINGLE PHYSICIAN HAS ACTUALLY
BEEN INCREASING RATHER THAN DECREASING. |

IN SHORT, REMOTE FEDERAL BUREUCRACIES ARE NOT BEING .1
RESPONSIVE, PEOPLE BORN, RAISED, EDUCATED AND NOW EMPLOYED
IN THE CITIES, ARE SETTING POLICIES FOR THE WHOLE COUNTRY --
POLICIES FORMED WITH THE CITIES IN MIND, BUT IMPLEMENTED
NATION WIDE AND OFTEN SHORTING RURAL OR LESS POPULATED
AREAS,

IT 1s up/T0 CONGRESS/ AND THE NEW ADMINISTRATION/TO

CHANGE THIS.,

i/ SHORT, WHILE JHERE HAVE BHYEN SOME SuUCC
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THESE PROBLEMS CUT ACROSS EVERY ISSUE INVOLVING
BOTH QUALITY OF LIFE AND ECONOMIC WELL-BEING. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE FAMILY FARM, WHICH KEEPS A MUCH HIGHER
PERCENTAGE OF ITS.PROFITS IN RURAL AREAS THAN DOES
THE CORPORATE FARM, IS CONTINUING TO BE GOBBLED UP
BY CORPORATE LAND HOLDINGS.

THE SCORECARD SHOWS THAT LARGE IS BEATING SMALL,
AND THAT CITIES ARE TAKING OVER THE COUNTRYSIDE.
IN SHORT, WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN SOME SUCCESSFUL
PROGRAMS AIMED AT HELPING RURAL AMERICA, THE SCORECARD
DOES NOT LOOK We=® GOOD, WHAT THEN, 18 MONTHS AFTER
THE FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE, IS OUR NEW BEGINNING?

WHY, DESPITE THE DEPRESSING STATISTICS, DO I THINK

THAT THIS CONFERENCE MARKS THE STARTING PQINT'OF
SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING IMPORTANT, AND SOMETHING
VERY, VERY GOOD? [ AM OPTIMISTIC FOR TWO BASIC
REASONS,

FIRST OF ALL, STANDING HERE IN FRONT OF THIS
GROUP, | SEE THE FIRST STAGE OF A NEW RURAL MOVEMENT,
A COALITION OF PEOPLE WHO CAN SENSE IN EACH OTHER SOME
COMMON THREADS OF HOPE AND UNDERSTANDING. YOU ARE NOT
PEOPLE WHO HAVE COME TOGETHER TO TRADE STATISTICS AND

MOURN THE DEMISE OF RURAL AMERICA. YOU ARE HERE TO

CONSOLIDATE THE EXPERIENCES OF THE LAST TWO YEARS,
DISCOVER WHAT WORKED AND DIDN'T WORK, AND GET SOMETHING
DONE.,
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THE LAST THO YEARS HAVE SEEN THE RISE OF WORKING
RURAL COALITIONS. MOST COALITIONS ARE LOOSE STRUCTURES,
CONTAINING COMPETING POLITICAL, PRACTICAL, AND IDEALOGICAL
OPINIONS. THERE IS NO FULLY SHARED CONSENSUS ABOUT WHAT
IS RIGHT FOR RURAL AMERICA, BUT I AM BEGINNING TO SENSE
A SHARED VISION ABOUT THE POTENTIAL OF RURAL AMERICA
AND THE PATH WE MUST TAKE TO REALiZE THAT SHARED VISION,

e iW DA !le-.‘-"ll-——:-—-—-——";"’—**-;"—; """"" e e g s

_ : MO EOYER,
DE!!EEEt::ES::!EEh IN CONGRESS, THE CONGRESSIONAL RURAL

CAuCUS =158~ FINALLY GETTJNG;IISELFuIOGETHER.;;WE ARE: ABOUT2
A HUNDRED CONGRESSMEN REPRESENTING WIDELY DIVERSE DISTRICTS
AND OFTEN ‘REPRESENTING STRONGLY COMPETING ONES AT THAT. ALL
WE REALLY HAVE IN COMMON IS A PREDOMINANTLY RURAL
CONSTITUENCY AND THE COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT CONGRESS IS
PRIMARILY CONTROLLED, WHEN PUSH COMES TO SHOVE, BY THE
oTHER 300-0DD CONGRESSMEN WHO COME FROM BASICALLY URBAN
 DISTRICTS. BUT WE NOW HAVE AN AGENDA AND ARE WORKING
TOGETHER ON IT, JEW
EVEN MORE ENCOURAGING, THERE AR%\ORGANIZATIONS NOW 2

BEING SET UP TO HELP SOLVE CRITICAL PROBLEMS THAT WERE
NOT EVEN RECOGNIZED ONLY A FEW YEARS AGO. FOR EXAMPLE,
THE COMMUNITY SERVICES ADMINISTRATION RECENTLY FUNDED
THE CENTER FOR APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY IN BUTTE, MONTANA,
WE FOUGHT HARD FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS CENTER,

IT WAS CLEAR THAT NO ORGANIZATION HA® BEEN GIVEN
THE SPECIFIC MANDATE OF DEVELOPING SMALL SCALE TECHNOLOGY
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ALTERNATIVES THAT ARE APPROPRIATE FOR POOR PEOPLE, RURAL
PEOPLE, AND PEOPLE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN BOTH CONSERVING
THE WORLD'S ENERGY RESOURCES AND DEVELOPING TECHNOLOGY
ON A SCALE THAT IS NEITHER DEHUMANIZfNG NOR DESTRUCTIVE -
OF TE VSN pruge op mos yones exeomencd

J

WITH 8% A gevnAuzoo CoNGRESS/om AL euem. cnur_u:. "AND WBWw Peo~

e e e P eppyur— —— — --.n_...—_.-——____

musT Now Focus oN Fou® PRIMARY CoALS:
RESMARY=SSRES, FIRST, RURAL AMERICA MUST RECEIVE A FAIR

Gen
"

SHARE OF OUR NATIONAL RESOURCES. THES—H—ESSENTHALEY  opf
A—ROLLFHEAE—PROBEEM, =1

" HOUSING PROGRAMS IN THE

[T WASN'T JUST A MATTER

FOR INDIAN HOUSING.

FIGHTINONFOR A SHARE, MANY U

AN CONGRESSMEN ARE UNABL]

TO EVEN THI OF 'THE PUBLIC HOUSINS\PROGRAM AS SOMETHING

THAT EXISTS IN RWRAL AMERIcA. YET, RU AREAS, SUCH

AS MONTANA, HAVE SOMB\OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUDNRUBLIC

UNTRY. WE AVOID THE SC

ND DEHUMANIZING CONSTRUCTIO ISTAKES OF OUR LARGER

CITI



GETHER ON IT,
ONLY RECE

IT 1S NOW CLEARAHAT WE HAVE FOUR PRI

A RURAL AGENBA.

FOu#TH, THE UNIQUE ENVIRGAIMENT AND LIFE STYLE OF

RURAL/AMERICA MUST BE CHERZEHED AND PRESERVED.

F THESE GOALS.

4 FIrsT, | SALZ THAT RURAL AMERICA MUST RECEIVE Af
\LFAIR SHARE OF SOURCES,} THIS MEANS THAT

WHEN THE POSTAL SERVICE DECIDES TO MAKE UP FOR A WASTEFUL

MECHANIZATION BINGE BY CUTTING BACK ON SERVICE, .THAT IT
BE FORCED TO TREAT ALL AMERICANS THE SAME AND NOT JUST

CHOP OFF SERVICE TO RURAL AREAS BY CLOSING HUNDREDS OF
Thiep APD FOurTh Pog1T OFPFLCES.



HIRD AND FOURTH CLASS POST OFFICES,

' - \\'
N

To CITE A HER EXAMPLE, [ AM T ONLY MEMBER OF

THE House ROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMYTTEE ON HOUSING WHO
COMES FReM A PRIMARILY RURALADISTRICT. i a
— ALsS© \

THIS MEANS THAT WHEN THE PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAMS ARE ~
€& G&eT
WAS—RECENEEY RESUMED, Hitero=r==s8R AN ADEQUATE

SHARE FOR RURAL AREAS AND FOR A SEPARATE SHARE FOR
INDIAN HOUSING,
Tl voT
Bah-l-i-meﬁ-T JUST A MATTER OF FIGHTING FOR A SHARE, MowBVER,

MANY URBAN CONGRESSMEN WEZR=RW® ARE UNABLE TO EVEN IH_llK |
OF THE PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAM AS SOMETHING THAT EXISTS
IN RURAL AMERICA.,  THIS IS TRUE EVEN THOUGH RURAL AREAS,
SUCH AS MONTANA, HAVE SOME OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL PUBLIC

() ~ HOUSING PROGRAMS IN THE COUNTRY -- WITHOUT SCANDALS AND

| WITHOUT THE DEHUMANIZING CONSTRUCTION MISTAKES OFTEN SEEN )

IN OUR LARGER CITIES. ' y,

fS THE DEVE MENT OF BETTER' DELIVERY SYSTEMS F

RURAL ~€_

ORIENTED PROGRAMS, THISAS NOT A POLITICAL OBLEM LIKE

THE PR@BLEM OF RESOUR JUST DESCRIBED.,

ALLOCATION WHICH

It A‘LONG-TERM AL REQUIRING HARD RK AND EDUCATION,

E CONFERENCE SUE OF THE RURAL C NEWSLETTER

IS FILLED WITHM THESE EFFORTS, ANP ['M PLEASED THAT THIS

ORGANIZATI HUD To MONITOR THE

WILL BE FUNDED B

JOINT DEMONSTRAT JON PROGRAM FOR HOUSEING AND
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THE SECOND MAJOR GOAL FOR RURAL AMERICA IS THE

DEVELOPMENT. OF BETTER DELIVERY SYSTEMS FOR RURAL ORIENTED

PROGRAMS. THIS IS NOT A POLITICAL PROBLEM, BUT A LONG-
TERM PROCESS OF HARD WORK AND EDUCATION, THE CONFERENCE
ISSUE OF THE RURAL AMERICA NEWSLETTER IS FILLED WITH THESE

Fo BabwmpLe
EFFORTS. ‘THIS ORGANIZATION WILL BE FUNDED BY HUD To

MONITOR ITS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM,
ELSEWHERE ON THE FRONT PAGE, HUD AnD USDA ARE
PLANNING A JOINT DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM FOR HOUSING AND
COMMUNITY=DEVELOPMENT=~ASS I STANCEFOR :HARD=TO-REACH-L.OW==".
INCOME RURAL PEOPLE, HUD AND USDA ARE ALSO BEGINNING
TO COOPERATE ON THE DELIVERY OF SECTION 8 FUNDS TO
RURAL AREAS. THIS MIGHT NOT HAVE HAPPENED WITHOUT
CONGRESSIONAL PRESSURE., BUﬂhéasgingAVE BEEN SET IN
MOTION, AND RURAL AMERICA'S PROBLEMS CAN NOW BE ADDRESSED
BY THE FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY IN A STRUCTURED WAY.
ON THE INSIDE PAGE, | SEE THAT HEW HAS LAUNCHED
A RURAL HEALTH INITIATIVE, WHILE THIS ALSO IS MODEST
IN SCOPE, THE MERE FACT THAT PROGRAMS ARE BEING
ESTABLISHED MEANS THAT RURAL PROBLEMS HAVE BEGUN TO
CROSS THE THE THRESHOLD OF INSTITUTIONAL AWARENESS IN
WASHINGTON, -
THE THIRD GOAL IS THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF

 RURAL AREAS. HERE ALSO, I THINK THAT VALUABLE INFORMATION

WILL BE EXCHANGED AT THIS CONFERENCE AND IN OTHER NEWLY
DEVELOPED FORUMS. THIS WILL ALLOW PEOPLE TO GO BACK



. _g-

D ~ HOME AND APPROACH THE PROBLEMS OF DECLINING RURAL
ECONOMIES WITH A BROADER PROSPECTIVE THAN THAT OF EITHER
CORPORATE PROFITS OR FEDERAL ASSISTANCE,
FOURTH, THE RURAL MOVEMENT MUST FOCUS ON THE

PRESERVATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT. THERE IS NO SENSE IN

FIGHTING FOR RURAL AMERICA UNLEéS WE CAN PRESERVE.THOSE»
ASPECTS OF THE COUNTRYSIDE THAT MAKE OUR RURAL AREAS A
UNIQUELY WORTHWHIEE"PLACETTOTLTVEQ’”*

OBLEMS.

But/we ALso

ApriL oF 1975,
WHAT's NEW IN MovemBERf oF 19767 Af THE RISK OF

BELABORING THEF OBVIOUS, IT/ S BEEN A HARD STRUGGLE AND

BEEN INSENSITIVE AND cfLLOuUS TO HUMAN NEEDS./ THE POOR

AND DISIHFRANCHISED HAVE TAKEN A HEATING EVERYWHERE,



N

[ KNOW THAT IT IS MUCH EASIER FOR ME TO STAND HERE AND

s TELL YOU THAT RURAL AMERICA CAN HAVE BOTH A VITAL
ECONOMY AND A PROTECTED ENVIRONMENT, THAN IT IS FOR
L ME TO TELL YOU HOW WE CAN ACCOMPLISH THIS, ::7/
,  weee. T
FRANKLY, | DON'T HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS, S5l KNOW
THAT WE OFTEN WILL HAVE TO MAKE TARDE-OFFS, AND I WORRY
THAT WHENEVER WE TRADE-AWAY TRADITIONALLY PASTORAL
ENVIRONMENT, WE MAY BE TRADING AWAY SOMETHING WE CAN
NEVER GET BACK.,
| HOPE THAT ALL OF US HAVE THE WISDOM WE WILL
NEED IN FUTURE YEARS TO MAKE THESE TOUGH DECISIONS --
TO DECIDE WHAT IS BEST, BOTH FOR GOOD ECONOMICS AND FOR

/
THE LIFE STYLES WHICH WE CHERISH FOR OUR CHILDREN,

L

ONE THWMG THAT ENCOURAGANG IS THAT THUERE ARE

ECIFIC MANDAAE OF DEVELOPIN

SMALL SCALE /TECHNOLOGY




."'Aw/'
T HAve So FAR menTionEDd one REASIN WhY

L AM oPTimisTic FoR A New RECINMNG ~ NAmRLY

,/) Two YRBARS EXPERIENCE AND YHE EMERCENCE of

A REVITAL 280 CONGCRESSIONAL RuAL CAucuS TOGETHEPR
@ITH SBuERAL RURAL oRcAWIZATIons ALD FPRoGRAmMS

TRAE SkEcomp RFEAsSonr LNy T HAWE HepPe AND Am
CPTIMISTIC For A NEw RESCINMING IS BECAwLsE i
HAVE A pjew PREs, DANT. wg HAVE A NBw OPPURTUN,IY

AN OﬁPoRTQN.Ty V€ MwsT TAK® ADVAVTACE oF,

A RBELIEBVE ME, FRrom my tsork IN THe CONGRESS
A MEBw PREBSIODENT wile MAIKCE A wWoRrLD oF O/Pf‘eeﬂucﬁ‘

THIS MEANS R MusT IMMEO;AD&}/ TELL PRESIoenT.
ElLecT CA@TEre THAT & wANT A Reac SEcreTARY ofF
ReR ctTupe — A Fremep op RANCHER witlo KkNows
AND 1S FAMIL AR COTH ﬁue pﬁecuems O0F CosTs AmD
MRRKETS FeR THE smaLL AND AVERACE Si2e FARMER OR
RANCHER , ANG WHO Is SFNS;Tiue To THR LESDS oOF
RuRAL Hous/va., NOST ocuE wiHo TwRMLS Mis BAcle owv
[CurnL AnfucAmns For THE GENEBFAIT of ciANT & LA I
TRADERS Anp €IANT AGRIBLSINESS coNceRLs, CER —

TRINLY NBT oMbR wHo cuts BAck on Fumls Aned
PERSONNEL Fopr THE FARMERs HomE AD minviSTRATION,

TRIS MEAULS WEB MusT AlLSe IMMEAIAﬁsby TELL
PREBSIRBNT- ELECcT CARTER THAT w& AlSe NEED AN
MNOMEST TO Goescnmegss SEcPRTARY ofF IUTERzok, RATHep
THAN A SEcRe?ARy OF OiIL oRrR <LoAL campruun._g,

SuReg WE HAVR o DRILL FoR oi1L AND PR Fep
COAL | BuT w2 AlSo M«ST Mol Fuily (PRoTRcCT
OuR RURAL RIESoxRCES AnD HeLp Stow Poww TRE
COLONIZATION oF RuRAL AMRRICA CUTH THE SELECTIon

OF A SEBCcRETARY oF INTRRIOR LWHO Cuict Eﬁcomu«’:l:,b
PASSAGE , NoT VBT, ofF MExT yEAR'S sSTRIP miMiNG

il /
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V[.\ND, OF CowunrsSE, WE MesT d_u(nclﬂ-\/ IM PR RSS <pPON
our NRw PRES DRUT- FLeeT THAT NS NBw SEcREIARY
4_>oF trows, me ANOD wURRBRAN DrRuVRLipmEALT EARMARK
morm PERER Hows,/ Ve POLLARS AND CoDMMaNITY

DRURLoOp MRNT Rlock G RAMTS TO RurRAL ANDB TO
NoN SMSA AEREAS

TV ABDITIon To A RuRAL AMEBRICA CARINET  we

MusT TestT A3 QRuic kLY I MARESS LpPON PRES: OB T - ELRcT
CARTER THR CrRiTIic AL IMPORTANCE oF REORDERRING - YP¥; 3
Fro@RAL RubGETMOrE N LINE LT RURAL ANeR DS,

S

For TRR LAsT ElGAT y BARS wr'vR REBCOMR Nump
LOITH orDS lugecE. ERim THR wWHiTe IMtoese &IkE

wpereR2ze " ‘MogAToRILm (" IMPOGL O MEBENT " vReecission’
pARe “RE FERRAL " mssenTIALLY BECAcsEF THE PRENKENT
RS URTOEL Conc EESS onAL PReQRAMS o Pmope =

TARRE IS VeRy LITTLR TIME LEFT. AT THIS UEry
) MmomenT Gs). CARTER IS SELRCTING ThE cABInET AN D

Reuvis)ve THRE RuDEET THAT <t BEe susmMITIRD TO THE
CoNGRESS & TANuRRy AND HicH cvice MHAVR RN A

Pro Focrn d EBFFECT on RuRAL AmericA.

WE MuST ALL IMM B0, ATIBLY MoBICI2E owe EFFRTS
WE CcANT For A MomenT REST ON THE AszuRANCE
THAT OUR N B PRECIDE®OT S A PEBANMUT FARMBR, OR
REcALsSe HE CUAS BLRCTED WLiTH THE <STRONC SwRPOART
oF RureAL AnD Poor PRoALE, LARG® CORPORATIONS
AND PARTICULARLY LARGE CITiRS ture. BE€ fRESS NG
THR2R cLAIMS AS wEel.

we NALVEN'T A MomenT To Losa LeT T scoND
VATIOVAL CONPRREBNCE oM RURAL AMBRICA Re TWeg
CATALYST | ORGANI2 ING THAT RURLAL MRSSAGCE To QuRr
NRew PrEsIDENT, For By EMNLISTING TNE SwpPpPoReT oF
RuRAL STRATORS, CONGRESS men, CoVERNORS, MAYIRS

CounTy COMMISIIaNnBRS . STATRE SEBNATORS AND LeEcisLATORS
Wi witl MAUR TAres RBPST ADVAM TAGER oF THIis

NBW OPPOIRTUNITY OF A CHANBE 1N APMINIITRATIONS,
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’. \(\/ -%‘ - Amal acovlve |

) . THE WORK OF THIS CONFERENCE, AS | SEE IT IN THE
PROGRAM AND HEAR IT BEING DISCUSSED BY MANY OF YOU HERE
TODAY, IS TO GET DOWN TO THE ,SKiiimmeswes., 0 DECIDE
EXACTLY WHAT WE NEED AND HOW WE SHOULD GO ABOUT GETTING
1T, BECAUSE, FINALLY, THERE IS A CHANCE THAT ALL OF OUR
PLANNING AND ALL OF OUR SMALL-SCALE EXPERIMENTS WITHIN
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES CAN FINALLY INFLUENCE NATIONAL
POLICY "AND "SPREAD “BACK~OUT~ACROSS  THE COUNTRY-IN-LARGE---
SCALE WAYS, |

EACH OF US HAS BEEN. WORKING-ON-A VARLETY-OF WAYS.

TO MAKE RURAL AMERICA A BETTER-PLACE TO LIVE. THIS TIME,.
OUR WORK SESSIONS ON THE FAMILY FARM, RURAL HEALTH CARE, |
AND THE OTHER PROBLEMS FACING RURAL AMERICA MAY LEAD TO
NATIONAL ACTION., THIS WOULD BE A REAL NEW BEGINNING,

~ WATURAL AR VAMNYAGE,

AMD REMEMBER w& HAVE

OuR RuEAL [CooTs GROW ORE
FreeinwosHIPS (niTH OuwR NEIlcH BoRs MOoRE LASTIVG,

TF WE Bultp «prser vMHIs Mmopr® SoLidD Fouw OATION OwR
REsolLVE WwiltL BE& STRoMNGEP _

RekINTo O@R  SoliL . oure
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