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Jeffrey Alfier’s latest chapbooks are Southbound Express to Bay 
Head (Grayson Books, 2016) and The Red Stag at Carrbridge—Scotland 
Poems (Aldrich, 2016). Recent credits include Cold Mountain Review, 
Southern Poetry Review, and Hotel Amerika.

P.V. Beck is a poet, musician and artist who has lived most of her life 
in the mountains of northern New Mexico. She has a Ph.D. focused 
on the ethnography of fools and ritual masquerades, and has authored 
works of nonfiction and young-adult fiction. Her most recent poems 
are from Fox Went Out, a collection that evokes a gray fox's life in a 
habitat under seige.
Carl Bowlby was born and raised in the Berkshires of Massachusetts 
and currently resides there. He first attended college in 1990 at Skidmore 
College in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., studying poetry and fiction, and then 
transferred to New York University where he took up painting in 1992. 

Kevin Scott Chess has spent many years as an investigator, regularly 
dealing with people of varying degrees of sanity, dependency, instability 
and hidden agenda. He began to write as a systematic refuge (translate: 
“outlet”) in order to alleviate stress and anxieties addressed in his 
occupation. Kevin's works can be found in 105 Five-Minute Plays for 
Study and Performance and (upcoming) Yellow Chair Review.

Abby Chew earned an M.F.A. from the Iowa Writers' Workshop. Her 
first book of poems, Discontinued Township Roads, is available from 
WordTech, Inc. Her poems have appeared in The Cincinnati Review and 
Heartwood. She teaches at Crossroads School in Santa Monica, Calif.
Mackenzie Coles work has appeared in Beecher's, Big Sky Journal, 
491, and is forthcoming in Ghost Town and Passages North. He is the 
founder and janitor of Milltowne Press, and he lives in Missoula, Mont., 
where he received his M.F.A. from the University of Montana. Keep up 
with him at deadfallsandsnares.com.

Gibson Collins was born in London, grew up splitting time between 
Seattle and the Sawtooth Mountains in Idaho, and recently graduated 
from Whitman College with a major in Environmental Humanities 
and a minor in Politics. He is grateful to call the American West 
(its mountains, its deserts, and its coastlines) his home and current 
romping grounds.
Rachel Cramer counts herself lucky to have grown up in the 
country, a place of rolling ridges and rippling grass in southwest Iowa. 
The natural world taught her to pause, to observe, and to wonder at 
the intricate beauty all around her, and these experiences led her to 
pursue an education based in art and science. Eventually, it brought 
her to Montana to pursue a master's degree in Environmental Studies. 

Dallas Crow’s writing has appeared in Aethlon: The Journal of Sports 
Literature, English Journal, The Flyfish Journal and Marathon & Beyond. 
His poetry chapbook, Small, Imperfect Paradise, was published by 
Parallel Press in 2013, and his photograph, "Deconstruction," is on the 
cover of the current issue of Midwestern Gothic. He lives in Minnesota 
where he teaches high school English.

Brian Doyle is the editor of Portland Magazine at the University of 
Portland. He is the author of many books of essays and fiction, among 
them the Northwest novels Mink River and Martin Marten.

Charles Gurche has photographed nature and landscape for 28 
years. He has received awards from the Roger Tory Peterson Institute 
of Natural History, the Society of Professional Journalists, Nature's 
Best International Photography Awards and the Washington State 
Governor's Book Awards. His images have appeared in hundreds of 
publications including Audubon, National Geographic and Smithsonian. 
Brennan Johnson is a recent graduate from Whitman College in 
Walla Walla, Wash., where he honed his creativity in the Environmental 
Humanities and Film and Media Studies departments. A writer, 
photographer, and avid cook, he recently published a cookbook for his 
senior thesis titled Planting Roots. These days, Brennan can be found 
baking bread and pastries at the restaurant Rhubarb in Asheville, N.C., 
as well as writing and exploring the Appalachians in his off-days.
Seth Kantner is a commercial fisherman, writer and wildlife 
photographer. He was born and raised in northern Alaska and his art 

reflects his love for the land and the animals who live on it. His debut 
novel, Ordinary Wolves, won the Milkweed National Fiction Prize and 
the Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association Award. He is also the 
author of Shopping for Porcupine and Swallowed by the Great Land.

John Kirsch is an editor in Mexico City. Before moving to Mexico, 
he was a reporter in Iowa, his native state, and Texas. His photographs 
have been published in The Adirondack Review, Blue Mesa Review, 
Buffalo Almanack, The Ofi Press Magazine and Midwestern Gothic.

Mary Pauline Lowry’s novel Wildfire (Skyhorse) was published in 
2014. Her narrative nonfiction has appeared in the New York Times 
Magazine, Huffington Post, xojane and other publications. She is 
currently an M.F.A. student at Boise State University.
Kate Lund completed her M.F.A. at the University of Montana in May 
2016 and currently lives in Pinehurst, Idaho, with her husband, Chris, 
and dog, Smokey. She teaches art at Wallace High School and continues 
to spend her summers in the woods as a firefighter.
Brandon McMahon is a photographer from the north end of the 
Bitterroot Valley in Florence, Mont.
Brendan Morrison was born and raised in the rain shadow of the 
Central Washington Cascades. He enjoys photographing moments of 
adventure, awe and tranquility as people interact with wild areas. He is 
a design student at Western Washington University.
Leah Oates’ series Transitory Space was shot in Nova Scotia in 2015. 
Recently, her work has been featured in Gulf Stream, Irreversible, 
Postit 1, Artvoices, Brooklyn Magazine, Vasa, Beautiful Decay, Eyesin, 
Diffusion and more. Her works on paper are in many private and public 
collections.
Katie Martin is a wildlife artist with a love of surfing, hiking, 
snowboarding, and the outdoors. She received a B.A. in Studio Art from 
the University of North Carolina Wilmington, where the ocean played 
an integral role in the inspiration for her artwork. After graduating, 
Katie moved west to the mountains of Colorado, where she discovered 
new landscapes and wildlife that are reflected in her more recent work.

Terri Nichols is an Environmental Studies graduate student at the 
University of Montana. She lived for six years in the Flathead Valley, 
researching streams and wetlands and writing nonfiction articles for 
educational websites. Originally from Detroit, she earned her bachelor's 
in Journalism from Wayne State University. She also served as a Peace 
Corps agriculture volunteer in a small village in northern Zambia.

Sam Olson was raised in the rain country of northwest Oregon and 
northwest Washington. He is a Wilderness and Civilization student at 
the University of Montana.

Sarah Rau Peterson is a Montana native, born in Malta and raised 
in Butte. She has an English degree from Montana State University- 
Billings, and now lives with her husband, two children, three dogs, 
three cats, occasional chickens and a couple hundred cow-calf pairs 
(and their bulls) in the Pine Hills east of Miles City.

Brenna Rietmann is a graduate of the University of Montana. She 
grew up on a wheat farm in eastern Oregon and works for a local Soil 
and Water Conservation District.

Noelle Sullivan stumbles along Montana rivers in all seasons. Her 
poems have appeared in Crannog, Poetry Northwest and other journals. 
She lives in West Yellowstone, Mont.

Tom Versteeg is a long-time resident of Spokane, Wash., where he 
teaches English at Spokane Falls Community College. His poems have 
appeared in Cimarron Review, Mid-American Review and Rain City 
Review, among others. He is a recipient of the Birmingham Poetry 
Review’s Dean’s Award for his poem “Thinking of the Heartland.”
Dov Weinman is a photographer, mountain-poet, ultrarunner, activist 
and chicken caretaker, and calls both Oregon and Montana home. He 
has published poetry in Whitefish Review, Poetica Magazine, Portland 
Review and others. Dov received a M.S. in Environmental Studies from 
the University of Montana and is now a coastal resource management 
Peace Corps Volunteer in the Philippines.
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