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ENT 548  

PORTFOLIOS AND ASSESSMENT IN 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

Spring 2019 

Instructor: Dr. Dana Haring 

 dana.haring@mso.umt.edu 

 (406) 212-2162 (call or text) 

 Office hours:  I am happy to take calls from 3:00 pm until 8:00 pm. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
We will learn about our students' growth and our teaching practices through informal and formal 

assessment.  In this course, we will explore many forms of assessment and investigate the portfolio as an 

assessment strategy that aligns standards, curriculum, and instruction.  We will use the Common Core 

State Standards, the Montana Common Core Standards, and the NCTE/IRA Standards for English 

Language Arts to examine student accomplishment, and the National Board of Professional Teaching 

Standards to portray teacher accomplishment.  By working with student and teacher portfolios, we will 

discover the importance of standards, the role of different types of assessments, and reflection and 

metacognition in assessment.  

This course embodies the UM College of Education’s Professional Behaviors and Dispositions 

of diversity, equity, fairness, and personal integrity as well as the College’s Conceptual Framework 

through the 3 essential elements of learning communities: Integration of Ideas, Cooperative Endeavors, 

and Respect for Individual Worth. 

 

 This course also addresses the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS)—

Early Adolescence through Young Adulthood/English Language Arts (EAYA/ELA) Standards (2014): 

 

1. Standard I: Knowledge of Students: Accomplished English language arts teachers acquire 

knowledge about their students to advance students’ learning in the English language arts and to 

prepare students for successful participation in the world.  

 

2. Standard II: Fairness, Equity, and Diversity: Accomplished English language arts teachers 

practice fairness and equity because of their commitment to the acceptance and appreciation of 

others. Accomplished teachers use a variety of strategies and materials to address disparities 

among students and provide meaningful learning opportunities that meet the diverse needs of all 

learners. 

 

3. Standard III: Learning Environment: Using their understanding of the ways in which physical 

and relational factors combine in the classroom, accomplished English language arts teachers 

purposefully design inclusive learning environments that engage, challenge, and support student 
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learning.  

 

4. Standard IV: Instructional Design and Implementation: Accomplished English language arts 

teachers use their knowledge of students, their discipline, and pedagogy to design and implement 

instruction that promotes the learning of all students.  

 

5. Standard V: Reading and Viewing: Accomplished English language arts teachers engage their 

students in reading and viewing a wide range of texts. Teachers support all students in 

developing the dispositions and proficiencies necessary for comprehending, analyzing, 

evaluating, and appreciating the texts.  

 

6. Standard VI: Writing and Producing: Accomplished English language arts teachers provide 

instruction in the processes, skills, and knowledge about writing that their students will need to 

effectively produce a variety of texts for a range of audiences and purposes. 

 

7. Standard VII: Speaking and Listening: Accomplished English language arts teachers equip 

students to become effective communicators by strengthening their speaking and listening skills 

for various purposes within a broad range of contexts.  

 

8. Standard VIII: Language Study: Accomplished English language arts teachers develop their 

students’ appreciation of the functional and aesthetic aspects of language and expand their 

students’ capacity to use language effectively.  

 

9. Standard IX: Inquiry: Through inquiry, accomplished English language arts teachers foster 

dispositions in students to examine multiple perspectives; promote a process that prompts 

students to ask critical questions; encourage students to act on what they have learned; and equip 

students with the tools needed to examine, organize, manage, and analyze information.  

 

10. Standard X: Assessment: Accomplished English language arts teachers create and select valid 

assessment tools as part of an ongoing process of monitoring and evaluating student learning. 

Teachers use assessment results to provide meaningful feedback to students, engage students in 

self-assessment, shape instructional decisions, and communicate to various stakeholders. 

 

11. Standard XI: Collaboration: Accomplished English language arts teachers collaborate to improve 

instruction and student learning, advance the knowledge and practice of the field, enhance their 

professional identities, and foster collaboration in their classrooms and beyond.  

 

12. Standard XII: Advocacy: Accomplished English language arts teachers advocate for their 

students, for the content of English language arts, and for their profession. 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
1.  Regular online access/attendance and active class participation 

 

2.  Completion of all homework assignments, including response papers to course texts and to additional 



print and nonprint materials (e.g., websites, videos, etc.) 

 

3.  Completion of all major assignments, including 

 --written responses to and online discussion of course texts and other readings 

 --creating a teacher or learning portfolio 

--designing the middle school/high school student portfolio process and assessment 

--creating and sharing assessments in teaching English Language Arts 

--final reflection 

 

4.  Course evaluation 

 

5.  Professional membership 

 Required: student or teacher membership in National Council of Teachers of English 

 National Council of Teachers of English 

Recommended:  student or teacher membership in Montana Association of Teachers of English 

Language Arts  Montana Association of Teachers of English Language Arts 

 

CRITERIA FOR FINAL GRADE 
 

Standards based assessments and other written homework   40% 

Design and presentation of the teaching or professional portfolio  10% 

Design and presentation of the portfolio process for students  20% 

Attendance and participation (including discussions)   20% 

Final reflection……………………………………………………………...10% 

 

Course Grading Scale: 
 

100%--93%  A   79% - 77%  C+ 

92% - 90%  A-   76% - 73%  C 

89% - 87%  B+   72% - 70%  C- 

86% - 83%  B   69% - 60%  D 

82% - 80%  B-   59% - 0  F 

COURSE POLICIES 
1.  Regular attendance and full participation are expected.   Absences and/or lack of participation will 

affect the final grade. 

2.  Consult UM website for important dates, including the last day to drop the course with full refund 

and the last day to drop the course without a refund.   

3.  You must elect to take this course for a letter grade. 

4. “The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between 

students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students.  If you think you have a 

disability adversely affecting your academic performance, and you have not already registered with 

http://www.ncte.org/
http://www.matelamt.com/


Disability Services, please contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 154 or 406.243.2243.  I 

will work with you and Disability Services to provide an appropriate modification.”  

5.  Plagiarized work results in an automatic F in the course.  Please see university catalog for definition 

and consequences of plagiarism. “All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct 

is subject to an academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the 

University.  All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code.  The Code is available for 

review online at http://life.umt.edu/vpsa/student_conduct.php.” 

6.  Late assignments may be penalized. 

7.  A grade of “Incomplete” may be assigned at the discretion of the instructor when a student has 

petitioned in writing to receive this incomplete grade.  The instructor may consider an incomplete grade 

only when a student has a) been in regular attendance, b) participated fully in class, and c) currently 

passing the course.  Please see university catalog for circumstances regarding incomplete grades.  

REQUIRED TEXT: 
 

CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING: FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUES FOR YOUR   

CLASSROOM, Second Edition, by Fisher and Frey (ASCD, 2014) 

 

OTHER RESOURCES: 
 

 Common Core State Standards  Common Core Standards 

 Montana Content Standards  Office of Public Instruction Content Standards 

 Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium  Smarter Balanced 

 National Board for Professional Teaching Standards  National Board for Professional 

Teaching Standards 

 NBPTS English Language Arts Standards for Teachers of Students Ages 11-18+ NBPTS English 

Language Arts Standards 

 NCTE/IRA Standards for English Language Arts  NCTE/IRA Standards 

 Writing Framework for the 2011 National Assessment of Educational Progress  

2011 NAEP Writing Framework 

 Montana Indian Education for All (IEFA) OPI Indian Education For All 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/K-12-Content-Standards-Revision
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.nbpts.org/
http://www.nbpts.org/
http://boardcertifiedteachers.org/sites/default/files/EAYA-ELA.pdf
http://boardcertifiedteachers.org/sites/default/files/EAYA-ELA.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/standards/ncte-ira
https://www.nagb.org/content/nagb/assets/documents/publications/frameworks/writing/2011-writing-framework.pdf
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Indian-Education
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