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THE MONTANA HIGH SCHOOL DEBATING LEAGUE

HISTORY.

The League was organized at the University of Montana with 
Prof. J. S. Snoddy as its first president, May 17, 1905. December 
21, 1905, the first interscholastic debate in Montana had been held at 
Red Lodge between the Carbon County High School and the Colum­
bus High School on the question, “ Resolved, that Greece has contrib­
uted as much to civilization as has Rome,” but the first series of 
High School debates under the formally adopted constitution took 
place 1906-7. The questions debated, the district champion teams, 
(the team receiving honorable mention is named second) and the 
members of the state champion team are as follows:

1906- 1907. All railroads in the United States should be owned and 
operated by the federal government.
District champions—Hamilton, Kalispell, Billings, Livingston. • 
State champion, Hamilton—Grace Laws, Monica Shannon, Anna. 
bell Robertson.

1907- 1908. Boards of arbitration with compulsory power should be 
established to settle disputes between labor and capital.
District champions—Missoula, Townsend, Columbus, Livingston. 
State champion, Missoula—George Stone, Florence Matthews, 
Edward Barker.

1908- 1909. The United States should maintain an offensive as well 
as a defensive navy.
District champions—Forsyth, Helena, Butte, Boulder.
State champion, Forsyth—Newton Gilliland, Mildred Eckles, 
Geneva Montford.

1909- 1910. United States senators should be elected by a direct vote 
of the people.
District Champions—Boulder, Butte, Choteau, Lewistown.
State champion, Boulder—Lulu Tuttle, Walter Wilson, Mildred 
Bines.



CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

(Am endm ents m ade May 10, 1911, affected A rticles IV., VT., VII.)

PREAMBLE.

The object of this league is improvement in debate among the 
students in the high schools of the state of Montana.

ARTICLE I. NAME.

This organization shall be known as the Montana High School 
Debating League.

ARTICLE II. DEBATING DISTRICTS.

For convenience the state shall be divided into four debating 
districts, viz:

Eastern District: Billings, Columbus, Forsyth, Glendive, Lewis- 
town, Miles City, Red Lodge.

Northern District: Chinook, Chouteau, Fort Benton, Glasgow, 
Great Falls, Kalispell, Havre, Belt.

Southern District : Big Timber, Bozeman, Butte, Dillon, Livings­
ton, Virginia City.

Western District:—Anaconda, Boulder, Deer Lodge, Helena, 
Missoula, Philipsburg, Townsend, Hamilton, Stevensville.

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP.

Section 1. Any high school in Montana which has been accred­
ited by the University of Montana may become a member of this 
league by applying to the president of the league, or to the director 
of the district in which the school is situated.

Sec. 2. All schools seeking admission for any particular year 
must join at least ten days before the first contest in the first series 
in their respective district.

ARTICLE IV. CONTESTS.

Section 1. District Contests. The district contests, held by 
teams representing the several high schools within each district, shall 
occur between the first of October and the fifteenth of February. 
The team winning jn the last series of these contests shall be the 
district champion team.

Sec. 2. Inter-district contests. The inter-district contests 
held by the several district champion teams, shall occur between the 
fifteenth of February and the fifteenth of April. The two teams win­
ning in these contests shall be the two inter-district champion teams.

- - 4 —



S ec. 3. Final Contest. The final contest, held by the two 
inter-distriet champion teams, shall occur between the fifteenth of 
April and the date set for the interscholastie meet, at the University 
of Montana (or at some other place in Missoula, selected by the presi­
dent of the league.)

Sec. 4. Any school not ready to debate at the time specified in 
the constitution shall forfeit the debate, unless by mutual consent the 
time be extended one week.

ARTICLE V. OFFICERS.

S e c t i o n  1. The officers of the league shall be a president and 
four district directors.

Sec. 2. There shall be in each district one director, who shall 
be the principal (or other representative) of one of the league high 
schools in that district.

It shall be the duty of the director—
(a) To preside at the call meetings of the principals (or other 

representatives) of the league high schools in his district.
(b) To find out by November 1, which of the schools assigned 

to his district are to enter the debates during the year. He shall then 
pair them on the basis of convenience and expense, and report this 
arrangement to the president of the league and to the principal of 
each high school concerned, not later than November 15. If,' in the 
pairing of these teams for the inter-district contests, the principals 
of any two schools should not agree upon the place of meeting within 
one week after their schools have been paired, the president shall 
appoint some one to determine the place of meeting by casting lots.

(c) To furnish the president all necessary information with 
regard to all the workings of the league within his district, and to 
report from time to time to the Inter-Mountain Educator any news 
items that may be of interest to the league.

S ec. 3. The president shall be a member of the faculty of the 
University of Montana.

It shall be the duty of the president—
(a) To preside at the annual meeting, and at the final contest, 

and, when necessary, to call meetings of the directors.
111 To co-operate with the principals of the four schools repre­

sented by the district champion teams in pairing these teams, and in 
making other arrangements for the inter-district contests, on the basis 
of convenience and expense. If, in the pairing of these teams for the 
inter-district contests, the principals of any two'schools should not 
agree upon the place of meeting within one week after their schools 
have been paired, the president shall appoint some one to determine 
the place of meeting by casting lots.

(c) To co-operate with the principals of the two schools that are 
to be represented in the final contest in making arrangements for that 
contest. If the principals of these two schools should not agree upon
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sides within one week after the last inter-district contest, the president 
shall appoint some one to determine sides by casting lots.

(d) To prepare and have printed each year, before October 1st, 
(at the expense of the University) a bulletin containing the latest 
revision of the constitution and by-laws, the names and addresses of 
the officers, the list of names of the high schools belonging to the 
league, and such other matter as, in his judgment, may be helpful to 
the members of the league.

ARTICLE VI. T H E  DEBATERS.

S e c t i o n  1. The debaters shall be undergraduate students of the 
schools which they represent, and shall have passing grades to date 
in at least three full subjects (i. e., subjects that require at least four 
recitations a week) that they are taking at the time of the contest.

Sec. 2. The team that shall represent any league high school 
shall be selected by that school in any manner agreed upon by the 
principals, teachers and students of that school.

Sec. 3. At all contests the debaters shall be separated from 
the audience and shall receive no coaching while the debate is in 
progress.

Sec. 4. At all contests the time and order of the speeches shall 
be as follows:
1st speaker, a ff irm a tiv e , 10 m in u te s  ( in tro d u c tio n  a n d  d ire c t a rg u m e n t) .
1st sp eak er, neg a tiv e , 10 m in u te s  (d ire c t a rg u m e n t an d  re fu ta t io n ) .
2d sp eak er, a ff irm a tiv e , 10 m in u te s  (d ire c t a rg u m e n t a n d  re fu ta t io n ) . •
2d speaker, neg a tiv e , 10 m in u te s  (d ire c t a rg u m e n t a n d  re fu ta t io n ) .
3rd sp eak er, a ff irm a tiv e , 10 m in u te s  (d ire c t a rg u m e n t a n d  re fu ta t io n ) .
3rd speaker, neg a tiv e , 10 m in u te s  (d ire c t a rg u m e n t an d  re fu ta t io n ) .
1st sp eak er , n eg a tiv e , 3 m in u te s  ( r e b u tta l) .
1st speaker, a ff irm a tiv e , 3 m in u te s  ( r e b u tta l) .
2d sp eak er , neg a tiv e , 3 m in u te s  ( re b u tta l) .
2d sp eak er, a ff irm a tiv e , 3 m in u te s  ( r e b u tta l) .
3 rd  sp eak er, neg a tiv e , 5 m in u te s  ( r e b u tta l  a n d  su m m ary ).
3rd sp eak er, a ff irm a tiv e , 5 m in u te s  ( re b u tta l an d  su m m a ry ) .

N o n ew  a rg u m e n t a llow ed  in  th e  la s t  s ix  speeches.
T h e  o rd e r o f sp e a k e rs  on e ith e r  side in re b u t ta l  m ay  d iffe r  from  th a t  in 

th e  d ire c t speeches.

Sec. 5. The visiting team shall have the choice of sides.

ARTICLE VII. T H E  JUDGES.

S e c t i o n  1. At each contest there shall be judges, who shall 
be selected on the basis of capability and impartiality.

Sec. 2. Selection of judges—
(a) District and Inter-District Contests. After any two schools 

shall have been paired, the principals of the two schools shall, at their 
earliest convenience, agree which school is to entertain. The principal 
representing the visiting team shall immediately submit to the prin­
cipal of the entertaining school a list of ten names of people whom 
he recommends as judges. The principal who is to entertain shall, 
within three days after receiving the list, if he accepts any of; the
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names, arrange the names accepted, in the order of his choice, and 
send them to the principal of the visiting school. If the principal 
who is to entertain does not accept as many as six names Tie shall, in 
turn, at the time he sends the names that he accepts, submit a new 
list of ten names to the principal of the visiting school, who shall, if 
he accepts any of them, arrange the accepted names, in the order of 
his choice, as additional names to those already agreed upon. This 
shall be kept up until six names shall have been selected; three for 
judges and three for alternates.

(b) Final Contest. Immediately after the two inter-district 
championships shall have been won, the committee representing the 
University shall submit to each of the principals of the two schools, a 
list of thirty names. Each principal shall be allowed to cross out as 
many as ten names, and shall, within three days, return the list to 
the committee. The committee shall then ■ select from the names 
remaining on the list, three to serve as judges in the contest for the 
cup. The remaining names shall be alternates.

Sec. 3. Instructions—
(a) During the debate the' judges shall sit apart from one 

another.
(b) They shall base their decision on the merits of the debate, 

not on the merits of the question.
(c) Each judge, at the conclusion of the contest, without con­

sultation with any other judge, shall write on a card, the word 
“ affirmative” or “ negative,” seal it in an envelope, and deliver it to 
the presiding officer, who shall open the envelope in sight of the two 
leaders and then announce to the audience the decision.

ARTICLE VIII. MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS.

S e c t i o n  1. The directors in the several districts shall, at any time 
they deem necessary, call meetings of the principals (or other repre­
sentatives) of the league high schools in their respective districts.

Sec. 2. The annual meeting shall be held at the university, at 
the time of the interseholastic meet. At this meeting the president 
and directors shall be elected, each for a period of one year. Each 
league high school shall be entitled to only one vote. In the election 
of the directors each school shall vote for only one director—a director 
for its own district. In case no director for any particular district 
should be elected at this meeting, the president shall appoint one.

ARTICLE IX. EXPENSES.

S e c t i o n  1. At the district and inter-district contests the enter­
taining high school shall pay—

(a) The expenses of the judges.
(b) The hotel bills and railway mileage of the visiting teams 

(the three debaters), and one other person (chaperone or coach.)
If, however, the two teams taking part in the contest, should 

find it more convenient or less expensive to meet at some half-way
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point, the two schools which are represented by these teams shall share 
proportionally the expense, or make some special arrangements for 
defraying the expenses for that particular debate.

Sec. 2. At the final contest the university shall pay—
(a) The expenses of the judges.
111 The hotel bills of the two teams.
(c) The railway mileage of the two teams; provided that a suf­

ficient amount of the entertainment fund of the final contest should 
remain after paying the expenses of the entertainment, and the inci­
dental expenses incurred by the president during the year.

ARTICLE X. PRIZES.

The following prizes were offered in the year 1910-11, and sim­
ilar ones may be expected for 1911-1912.

1. By the University of Montana, a souvenir cup to the high 
school whose team wins at the final contest. The high school winning 
the cup shall hold it until the time set for the next regular final con­
test, at which time the cup shall be returned to the university, so 
that it can be given to the high school that next wins the state cham­
pionship. Any school winning the cup three times, or twice in suc­
cession, shall become the permanent owner of it.

2. By Senator Joseph M. Dixon, a gold medal to the best debater 
at the final contest.'

3. By Judge Hiram Knowles, a set of books to each of the three 
debaters of the winning team at the final contest. This prize is to be 
continued in memory of Judge Knowles by Mrs. Mary Curtis Knowles.

4. By H. T. Wilkinson, a set of books to each of the three 
debaters of the winning team at the special final contest (the contest 
.for honorable mention.)

6. By Senator Thomas H. Carter, a gold medal for the best 
essay written by any member of the graduating classes of the accred­
ited state high schools.

7. By E. C. Mulroney, a scholarship (including matriculation 
and athletic fees and course deposits) in the University of Montana 
for the year 1910, to the student who won the Carter essay medal for 
the year 1909.

8. By John M. Keith, a scholarship in the University of Mon­
tana, amounting to fifty dollars, to one of the high school debaters, 
chosen by the president of the university, from the twelve members 
of the four district champion teams of the high school debating league. 
The income of the scholarship will be paid to the student for one 
year, in two installments • one at the beginning of the first semester; 
the other, at the beginning of the second semester of the first year 
of his or her enrollment in the university.

Applications for the scholarship must be made to the president 
of the university at the earliest practicable date before June 1 of 
each year. Each application should be accompanied by credentials
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showing the amount and quality of high school work done by the 
student, and by recommendations showing applicant’s promise of 
future usefulness. Only members of the graduating classes will be 
eligible.

For the year 1911-1912 the University offers the following special 
prizes:

Pennants. To every school winning, before April 1, a “ Univer­
sity of Montana Interscholastic Debate,” i. e., a debate conducted 
under the rules as outlined below, the University offers a distinctive 
debate pennant bearing one star. For every additional debate won 
before April 1, a star will be added.

The purpose ‘in this offer is to encourage the largest possible 
number of debates, and continued work even by defeated teams. It 
also affords recognition of work on the part of schools not wishing to 
compete for the cup.

Pennants are offered to schools, not to teams; a school may be 
represented by any number of teams, the victories of all being recorded 
on the one pennant.

To allow the largest possible liberty, debates for pennants may 
be held on any question.

Pennants will be awarded at the Interscholastic Meet to schools 
there represented, or will be sent out immediately thereafter.

Medals. (1) To every member of a vanning team in a Univer­
sity of Montana Interseholastic Debate held before April 1, the Uni­
versity offers a debate medal.

(2) To every member of a championship team in a high school 
holding, before April 1, a series of debates between at least four dif­
ferent teams within its membership, the University offers a special 
debate medal.

Since the University wishes to encourage rather the participation 
of a large number of students, than the continued training of a few, 
only one medal of Class 1 will be awarded to a single student.

Reports on Medals for Class 2 must be made to the University 
before April 1.

Medals will be awarded like the pennants at the Interscholastic 
Meet or forwarded to the high schools immediately thereafter.

RULES FOR UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA INTERSCHOLASTIC 
PENNANT DEBATES.

1. Any accredited high school may be a contestant.
2. Judges shall be selected and the debate conducted under the 

rules of the Debating League.
3. The challenging team shall submit the question and be the 

hosts for the debate, the visiting team having the choice of sides.
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4. At the conclusion of the debate a report made out by the 
principal or representative of the winning team and countersigned by 
the principal or representative of the other contesting team, shall 
be sent to the University. This shall specify the question, the date 
and the place of meeting, the names of the judges, the decision 
(whether unanimous or two to one) and the names of the contestants. 
Summaries shall be published in the Weekly Kaimin, and these shall 
constitute the official record.

ARTICLE XI. AMENDMENTS.

This constitution and by-laws may be amended at any annual 
meeting by a majority of the league high schools present. But no 
school shall have more than one vote.

1. Before the publication of the bulletin it shall be the duty 
of the directors to co-operate with the president in selecting a ques­
tion for debate which shall be used at the inter-district contests and 
at the final contest for the ensuing year. The question, together with 
references and other suggestions that may be offered by the president, 
shall be printed in the bulletin.

2. After any series of debates is concluded, the statement of the 
question for debate may be changed with the consent of all teams 
concerned. But the team desiring the change must restate the ques­
tion and secure the consent of the other teams.

3. It shall be considered dishonorable for one school to visit the 
debates of another school when these two schools are likely to meet on 
the same question.

4. It shall be considered dishonorable for any debater, in any 
manner to plagiarize his speech.

5. It shall be considered dishonorable for any teacher or prin­
cipal to assist debaters in any way except to direct them in the search 
for material and to train them in effective delivery.



A W A R D  O F P R IZ E S

1910-1911

To the Forsyth High School, the University Cup and the State 
Championship.

To Edmond Toomey, Deer Lodge, as best individual debater, the 
Dixon Gold Medal.

To Helen Courtenay, Miles City, the Carter Gold Medal for the 
best essay, and the Mulroney Scholarship.

To Lisle Finch, Bernice Wise, and Denis O’Brien, the Knowles 
prize, awarded to the members of the State Champion team.

To Gladys Smith, Anna Beck and Edmond Toomey, the Wilkinson 
prize, awarded to the members of the team winning Honorable 
Mention.

To Edmond Toomey, Butte, the Keith Scholarship, awarded by 
the President of the University to one member of the district champion 
teams.



QUESTION FOR DEBATE

1911-1912

Resolved, That the movement of organized labor for the closed 
shop should receive the support of public opinion.

REFERENCES.

(P re p a re d  by th e  L ib ra ry  S ta f f  o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f M o n tan a .)
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W illiam  D. P . B liss, E d ito r-in -C h ie f.

T he  C losed Shop  vs. th e  O pen Shop, In te rco lleg ia te  D eba tes , ($1.50) pp. 261-290, 
synopsis  a n d  b ib liog raphy , P a u l M. P ea rso n , H inds, N oble & E ld redge , 
31-35 W . 15th St., N ew  Y ork  C ity .

T he  O pen Shop, S p eak e r •No. 8, (40c) pp. 398-400, H inds, N oble & E ld redge .
S u p rem e C o u rt D ecision  in  th e  H a tte r s ’ Case, A  S ym posium , A m erican  F ed - 

e ra tio n is t, M arch , 1908, (10c); A m erican  F e d e ra tio n  of L abor, W a sh in g ­
ton , D. C.

L a b o r P rob lem s, A dam s & S um ner. ($1.60.) A  d iscussion  o f th e  en tire  field, 
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S elec tions fro m  econom ic jo u rn a ls , etc., co v erin g  th e  w ho le  field , in c lu d ­
in g  co llec tive  b a rg a in in g , G inn & Co., C hicago.

D iscussion  on P a p e rs  of C om m ons, B rooks, H ib b a rd  a n d  K idd  on th e  O pen 
o r  C losed Shop, A m erican  E conom ic  A ssoc ia tion  P u b lica tio n , T h ird  
S e rie s , Vol. 6, pp. 200-215, 1905.

Is  th e  C losed Shop  Illeg a l a n d  C rim in a l?  . T h e  Illino is  decision  b rin g s  fo r th  
a  v a lu ab le  sym posium  o f e x p e rt op in ions c r itic is in g  i t s  re a so n in g  and  
i t s  conclusion . N a tio n a l C ivic F e d e ra tio n  M onth ly  R eview , Ju ly , 1904. 
(10c), N a tio n a l C ivic F ed e ra tio n , N ew  Y ork  City.

A n O pen v e rsu s  a  C losed Shop, Jo h n  B ascom , N o rth  A m erican  R eview , Vol. 
180, pp. 912-917, Ju n e , 1905. „

W h a t O rgan ized  L ab o r H a s  L ea rn ed , R a lp h  M. E asley , M cC lure’s, Vol. 19, 
pp. 483-492, O ctober, 1902.

T he  U nipn  Shop, In d ep en d en t, Vol. 55, P t . 2, pp. 1217-1218, M ay 21, 1903.
N ew  In te rn a tio n a l Y ear B ook, 1907, S tr ik e s  an d  L ockou ts, p. 746.
M ass. L a b o r B u lle tin , 13, pp. 199-206.
E tim son , F . J ., “H andbook  of L ab o r L aw s.’’ S c rib n e r, $1.50.
M itchell, Jo h n , "O rgan ized  L ab o r,’’ 1903. Am . B k. & B ible, P h il., $1.75.
E ddy , A. J., "L aw  o f C om binations,” 2 .vol., 1901. C allaghen , C hicago, $12.00.
P a p e rs  a n d  P ro ceed in g s of th e  15th An. M eet. A m er. E con . A ssn .; b u t  V o l 2, 

No. 3, C o rp o ra tio n s A u x ilia ry  Co.; B u lle tin  1903, N a t. M eta l T ra d e s  A ssn .; 
P ro ceed in g s  8 th  A n. C onv. N a t. A ssn , o f M a n u fa c tu re rs  o f U. S. A .; 
R ep o rt o f th e  A n th ra c ite  Coal S tr ik e  C om m ission. A m erican  F ed e ra tio n - 
is t, 1903; A m erican  In d u s trie s , 1903; T h e  B rick  & M ason, O ct., 1903.

M arcosson, F., “F ig h t  fo r  th e  O pen Shop,” W orld ’s  W ork , Vol. 11, 6955.
O pen Shop  in  th e  G a rm en t T rade , C h aritie s . Vol. 15, 190.
C om m ons, J . R., T e a m s te rs  o f C hicago, Q. Jo u r , o f E con., Vol. 19, 421.
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B reckenrldge, S. P., Tw o D ecisions R e la tin g  to  O rgan ized  L abor, J . Pol. Econ., 
Vol. 13, 593.

T raubel, H ., T h ro u g h  th e  C losed Shop to  th e  O pen W orld , A rena , Vol. 39, 544
P alm er, F., S an  F ran c isco  of th e  C losed Shop, H am p to n , Vol. 26, 217-30

(F eb . 1911.)
P a lm er, F., O tis tow n  of th e  O pen Shop, H am p to n , Vol. 26, 29-44,. (Jan . 19U-)
G ladden, W ., C ro ss - lig h ts  a n d  C oun ter C laim s, O utlook, Vol 97, 830-32. (A pril 

15, 1911.)
W y att, E ., N ew  Y ork  C loak M ak ers’ S trik e , M cC lure, Vol. 36, 708-14. (A pril, 

1911.) (A rg u m en ts  fo r  p re fe re n tia l un ion  shop.)
O rganized  L ab o r a n d  S c ien tif ic  M anagem ent, H a rp , W ., Vol. 55, 5 (A pril 

8, 1911.)
L aw lessness in  S u p p o rt of a  C ause, C en tu ry , Vol. 81, 632-3.
E duca tiona l R em edies fo r M alad ju s tm en t. S. N earing . S ocia l A d ju stm en t, 

291-8. M acm illan , $1.35.
C om binations in  L ab o r M atte rs . F . J. S tim son . P o p u la r  L aw  M aking, 263-74, 

1910 S cribner, $2.50.

AFFIRMATIVE r e f e r e n c e s .
A m erican  M agazine, Sept., 1911, C larence  D arrow , W hy  M en F ig h t  fo r th e  

C losed Shop.
A m erican  E conom ic A ssocia tion  P u b lica tio n s, T h ird  Series, Vol. 6, pp. 160-177, 

1905. “T he Issu e  B etw een  th e  O pen a n d  C losed Shop,” Jo h n  G raham  
B rooks.

A m erican  E conom ic A ssocia tion  P u b lica tio n s, T h ird  Series, Vol. 6, pp. 140 159, 
1905. “C ausere  of th e  U n ion  Shop  P o licy ,” P ro f. Jo h n  R. C om m ons.

Independent, Vol. 63, pp. 990-993, O ctober 24, 1907. “T he O pen Shop from  th e  
V iew poin t of sl U n ion  M an.” A. J . P o rten a r.

Independent, Vol. 58, pp. 418-422, Feb. 23, 1905. “T he D efea ts  of L abo r,” W il­
liam  E . W alling .

Independent, Vol. 56, pp. 1069-1072, M ay 12, 1904. “T he O pen Shop M eans the 
D estru c tio n  of th e  U nions,” W illiam  E. W alling .

In te rn a tio n a l Q u arte rly , Vol. 11, pp. 288-300, Ju ly , 1905. “A N ew  P e ril fo r 
th e  T rad e  U nion,” Jo h n  G rah am  B rooks.

O utlook, Vol. 82, pp. 608-613, M arch  17, 1906. “N urem berg , T h e  C ity  of th e  
Closed Shop,” W . D. P . B liss.

R eview  of R eview s, Vol. 31, PP. 589-593, M ay, 1905. “T he L ab o r Q uestion’s 
N ew er A spects/* V ic to r S. Y arros.

T he O pen Shop, C larence  D arrow , (15c), pub lished  by  Sam uel A. B loch, 681 
N o rth  O akley Ave., C hicago, 111.

T he A m erican  F ed e ra tio n  of L abor, W ash in g to n , D. C., h a s  pub lished  severa l 
pm ph le ts b ea rin g  on th e  “closed” a n d  “open’ shop .
Open Shop E d ito ria ls , Sam uel G om pers, (5c.)
H as  th e  N o n -U n io n is t a  R ig h t to  W ork , H ow, W hen  a n d  W here  H e 
P leases, F ra n k  K . F o ste r.
Ph ilosophy  of T rad e  U nions, D yer D. L um  (10c), C h ap te rs  V III. an d  IX. 
pp. 13-16.

NEGATIVE REFERENCES.

A m erican E conom ic A ssocia tion  P u b lica tio n s, T h ird  Series, Vol. 6, pp. 178- 
194, 1905. "T he N ecessity  of a n  O pen Shop—A n E m ployer’s V iew s, ’ John  
D. H ibbard .

A nnals of th e  A m erican  A cadem y o f P o litica l and  Social Science, ^Vol. 27, 
pp. 617-520, M ay-June , 1906. “T he F a llacy  of th e  ‘C losed Shop,’ ” G eorge 
H . E llis.
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A tla n tic  M onthly , V ol. 94, pp. 433-439, O ctober, 1904. "T h e  C losed  Shop,” 
C harles  J . B ullock.

In d ep en d en t, Vol. 68, pp. 1112-1115, M ay 26, 1910. “T h e  E m p lo y er a n d  th e  
L a b o r U n ion ,” M arcu s M. M arks.

N o rth  A m erican  R eview , Vol. 180, pp. 28-40, Ja n u a ry , 1905. “T he  Is su e  of th e  
O pen a n d  C losed Shop,” H e n ry  W hite .

T h e  O pen Shop , Vol. 4, pp. 328-337, Ju ly , 1905; “T he C losed Shop.”
T he O pen Shop, Vol. 5. pp. 115-118, M arch , 1906. “L eg a l A spec ts  an d  B en ­

e fits  o f  th e  O pen Shop .” F . C. N u n em ach er.
T he  O pen Shop, Vol. 5, pp. 119-122, M arch , 1906. “O pen Shop  an d  N o 

'M onopoly.”
O utlook, Vol. 77, pp. 630-633, Ju ly  16, 1904. "T h e  O pen Shop .”
W o rld ’s W ork , Vol. 15, pp . 9675-9679, D ecem ber, 1907. “A  Long, W in n in g  

F ig h t A g a in s t th e  ‘C losed Shop,’ ” H . G. O tis.
W o rld ’s W ork , Vol. 14, pp . 9164-9165, A ugust, 1907. "T he  O pen Shop  C am ­

pa ig n .”
W o rld ’s  W ork , Vol. 11, p. 7242, F e b ru a ry , 1906. “A  F a ir -M in d e d  ’O pen -S h o p ’ 

E m ployer.”
D oom  o f th e  C losed Shop an d  T ra d e  A greem en ts, a  p am p h le t pub lished  by 

th e  E m p lo y ers’ A ssocia tion , D ayton , Ohio.
N a tio n a l O pen Shop P u b lic ity  B u reau , 34 W e s t 33d S t., N ew  Y ork  C ity, will 

supply , upon  req u es t, p am p h le ts  re la tin g  to  th e  “O pen Shop .”
T o  B u ild  O pen o r  C losed Shop—W h ich ?  by W a lte r  D rew .
T he  S to ry  o f D u lu th  an d  th e  O pen Shop, by  W a lte r  D rew .
O pen Shop: T h e  E m p lo y er’s D uty , A. C. M arshall, Ju ly , 1909.
A d iscussion  of "T h e  B u ck ’s S tove  & R an g e” Case. A u g u st. 1910.

T h e  N a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  of M a n u fa c tu re rs , 1005 C hem ica l B u ild ing , S t. L ouis, 
M issouri, h a s  pub lish ed  n u m ero u s  p am p h le ts  opposing  th e  "closed” shop. 
T h ese  p am p h le ts  w ill be m ailed  free  upon  req u es t.

T he  A m erican  In d u s tr ie s , th e  o ffic ia l o rg a n  o f th e  N a tio n a l A ssocia tion  of 
M an u fac tu re rs , pu b lish ed  a t  170 B roadw ay , N ew  Y ork  C ity, co n ta in s  sev ­
e ra l a rtic le s .
W h a t D oes th e  C losed Shop M ean to  You, Jo h n  K irb y , J r ., M ay, 1910.
T h e  O pen D oop fo r A m erican  W orkm en , Jo h n  K irby , A ugust, 1910.



RESULTS OF THE DEBATES IN 1910-1911

NORTHERN DISTRICT.

F la th e a d  C o u n ty  (N eg.) w on over T e to n  C ounty , M arch  10, a t  K alispell. 
F la th e a d  C oun ty  cham pion  of th e  N o rth e rn  D is tric t.

WESTERN DISTRICT.

Pow ell C oun ty  (N eg.) w on over H elena , J a n u a ry  27, a t  D eer Lodge.

Pow ell C oun ty  (N eg .) w on over Je ffe rso n  C ounty , F e b ru a ry  24, a t  B oulder. 
Pow ell C oun ty  ch am pion  of th e  W este rn  D is tr ic t.

EASTERN DISTRICT.

F e rg u s  C ounty  (A ff.) w on over B illings, F e b ru a ry  3, a t  L ew istow n.

F o rsy th  (N eg .) w on over M iles C ity, F e b ru a ry  1-0, a t  F o rsy th .

F o rsy th  (N eg.) w on o v e r F e rg u s  C ounty , M arch  10, a t  F o rsy th ,
F o rsy th  cham pion  of th e  E a s te rn  D is tric t.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT.

G alla tin  C o u n ty  (N eg.) w on over P a rk  C ounty, D ecem ber 17, a t  B ozem an.

G alla tin  C oun ty  (N eg .) w on o ver B u tte , M arch  25, a t  B u tte .
G alla tin  C o u n ty  cham pion  of th e  S o u th e rn  D is tric t.

INTER-DISTRICT DEBATE.

Pow ell C ounty  (N eg.) w on over F la th e a d  C ounty, A pril 25, a t  K alispell. 

F o rsy th  (N eg.) w on over G a lla tin  C ounty , A pril 29, a t  B ozem an.

FINAL DEBATE.

F o rsy th  (A ff.) w on over Pow ell C ounty , M ay 9, a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  of M ontana,

F o rsy th  S ta te  C ham pion, a n d  fo r th e  second  tim e  ho lder o f U n iv e rs ity  
Cup.

H am ilton , V ic to r an d  S tevensv ille , on M arch  8, he ld  a  tr ia n g u la r  se ries  
o f debates u n d e r th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f M o n tan a  ru les, on th e  qu estio n  of W om an’s 
S uffrage . In  th is  se r ie s  H am ilto n  w on on th e  a ff irm a tiv e , a n d  S tevensv ille  
on th e  a ff irm a tiv e  an d  th e  negative .

—15—
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INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES

The following sections from the constitution of the Montana High 
School Debating League sum up the important matters to which judges 
should attend. A few explanatory notes are added in parentheses.

V I. 3. A t a ll  co n te s ts  th e  d e b a te rs  sh a ll be se p a ra te d  fro m  th e  au d ien ce  
an d  sh a ll rece ive  no co ach in g  w hile  th e  d eb a te  is  in  p ro g ress .

( I t  is f a r  e a s ie r  to  d e liv e r a  m em orized  speech  th a n  to  ta lk  “ex te m p o ra ­
neously” from  no tes . H ig h  School d eb a tin g  is v a lu ab le  la rg e ly  to  th e  deg ree  
th a t  it  te ac h es  y o u n g  people to th in k  an d  to  ex p ress  th e ir  th o u g h ts  e ffec ­
tively . D eb a te rs  w ho do “sp eak  fro m  th e ir  fe e t” shou ld  be g iven  p recedence  
over th o se  w ho h ave  m ere ly  m em orized  d ec lam ations. “E x tem p o ran eo u s” 
sp eak in g  does n o t p rec lude , o f course, th e  m o s t th o ro u g h  p re p a ra tio n . Ju d g es  
w ill do m u ch  to w ard  ra is in g  th e  s ta n d a rd s  of d eb a tin g  if  th e y  w ill d is t in ­
g u ish  be tw een  d ec lam atio n  a n d  sp eak in g  from  th e  floor.)

4.  N o new  a rg u m e n t is a llow ed  in  a n y  o f  th e  la s t  six  speeches.
(N ew  evidence m a y  well be in tro d u ced  in to  th ese  re b u t ta l  speeches, b u t 

new  argum ents a re  fo rb idden .)
V II. 1. A t each  c o n te s t th e re  sh a ll be th re e  ju d g es  w ho sh a ll be se lec ted  

on th e  b a s is  o f c ap ab ility  a n d  im p a rtia lity .
3. (a )  D u rin g  th e  d eb a te  th e  ju d g e s  sh a ll s i t  a p a r t  from  one an o th e r .
(b ) T h e y  sh a ll b a se  th e ir  decis ion  on th e  m e r its  o f th e  debate , n o t on 

th e  m e r its  o f th e  question .
(T h is  is  n e c e ssa ry  in  th e  v e ry  n a tu re  of acad em ic  d eba ting . S ides a re  

o ften  a ss ig n ed  by  lot. T h e  p rob lem  befo re  th e  ju d g es  is  n o t to  decide w hich  
side is right, b u t r a th e r  w hich  team  h a s  p re se n te d  th e  t r u th  on its  side  m o s t 
e ffec tive ly  a n d  persu asiv e ly . T he  “S u g g estio n s  to  Ju d g es ,” g iv en  below , a re  
in ten d ed  a s  fu r th e r  a s s is ta n c e  in  th e  ap p lic a tio n  o f th is  sec tion .)

(c) E a c h  ju d g e  a t  th e  conclusion  of th e  co n tes t, w ith o u t c o n su lta tio n  
w ith  a n y  o th e r  judge , sh a ll w rite  on a  c a rd  th e  w ord  "a ff irm a tiv e ” o r “n e g ­
a tiv e ,” sea l i t  in  a n  envelope, a n d  d e liver i t  to  th e  p re s id in g  officer, w ho 
sh a ll open th e  envelope in  th e  s ig h t o f th e  tw o  le ad e rs  an d  an n o u n ce  to  th e  
au d ien ce  th e  decision.

SUGGESTIONS TO JUDGES.

The purpose of these suggestions is to  m ake clear to both judges and debaters 
w hat is expected from them , and th u s to  ass is t the f irs t in the perform ance of 
the ir task , often difficult and perplexing, and the debate rs in th e ir p reparation  and 
practice.

The distinction m ade between "argum en t” and “p resen tation” is purely a c a ­
demic, bu t it  is necessary and im portant. “A debate is no t a  declam atory contest: 
neither is i t  a  dry un in teresting  s ta tem en t of quotations, fac ts  and  figures. A 
good scholastic debate is a  strong, effective presen tation  of clear and  logical 
thought upon th e  platform  w ith opponents who have equal opportunities. A judge 
should carefully weigh both excellence in th ink ing  and excellence In speaking; he 
should aw ard h is decision to  the team  w hich shows th e  m ost effective com bina­
tion of th e  two in v ita l g ive-and-take  discussion.” Of course, skilful th inking is 
more im portan t than  skilful speaking and should so be rated.

A. Argu ment.

1. E ach  m em b er o f  th e  te a m s  shou ld  show  g en e ra l know ledge o f bo th  
sides o f th e  question .

The m a tte r  of these two pages is largely tak en  from  a  bulletin of the U niver­
sity  of W isconsin, “How to Judge a  D ebate." Copies of these "Instructions” and 
"Suggestions,” prin ted  separately  for use in the debates, m ay be obtained free of
charge on application to  the R egistrar, U niversity  of M ontana. __ese pages have
not been officially adopted by the debating  league, and  schools a re  free to  modify 
them  as they  please.
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2. T he d e b a te rs  shou ld  con fine  them selves to a  few  m ain  is su e s  of th e  
question , av o id in g  th e  u n im p o rta n t, so th a t  th e  d eb a te  fa lls  in to  a  few  
sh a rp ly  m ark ed  d iv isions a n d  is n o t a  m ere  ju m b le  o f s ta te m e n ts .

3. T h ey  shou ld  define  a  c le a r-cu t, in te llig en t in te rp re ta tio n  of th e  q u e s­
tion  e a rly  in  th e  debate . I f  each  side  con tends fo r a  d if fe re n t in te rp re ta tio n  
of th e  question , th e  w ise ju d g e  w ill a g re e  w ith  th e  side w hich  upho lds th e  
sim ple intended m ean ing , th e  m ean in g  w h ich  a n  in te llig e n t m an  a tte m p tin g  
to  a rr iv e  a t  th e  re a l issues, w ou ld  g ive  to  th e  question . F a rfe tch ed , techn ica l, 
qu ibb ling  in te rp re ta tio n s  shou ld  be d iscouraged .

4. R e b u tta l shou ld  be confined  to  th e  m ain  issues a n d  m ay  w ell be 
s c a tte re d  th ro u g h  th e  deba te . A m ark ed  d ifference  in  th e  s ty le  o f th e  re b u t­
ta l speeches an d  th o se  of d ire c t a rg u m e n t is a  sign  of poo r p rep a ra tio n .

B. Presentation.

1. A  vigorous, a g g re ss iv e  co n v e rsa tio n a l s ty le  is 'best.
2. G ram m ar a n d  d ic tion  shou ld  un ifo rm ly  be good, b u t occasional slips, 

o ften  ind ica tiv e  o f ex tem p o ran eo u s speak ing , should  n o t be penalized.
3. G estu res  shou ld  be sim ple  an d  n a tu ra l. I t  is  b e tte r  to  h ave  none 

th a n  to  be a rtif ic ia l.
4. C onceit, cock iness, lack  of co u rte sy  to  au d ien ce  o r opponen ts should  

be severe ly  penalized .
5. T he  s igna ls  to  cease  shou ld  be  sc ru p u lo u sly  a tten d ed  to ; every  

sp eak er shou ld  stop  a t  once, even if  in  the ' m iddle  o f a  sen tence .
6. A bou t th e  g re a te s t confession  of w eakness is  to  ru n  o u t of th in g s  to  

say  and  sto p  befo re  th e  bell.
7. T he g re a te s t  e lem en ts  in  e ffec tive  p re se n ta tio n  a re  e a rn e s tn e ss  and  

p e rso n a lity ; these" m ay  even  overba lance  ro u g h n ess, aw k w ard n ess  an d  in ex ­
perience.
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ESSAY MEDAL FOR 1911-1921

To t h e  C o n t e s t a n t s  :

For the essay contest for 1911-12 the following papers are 
required:

(1) Why I am glad I have taken a High School course.
(2) Lessons from the life of.............. (or Why..............succeeded.)
(3) A descriptive theme on any subject drawn from the stu­

dent’s own experience or observation.
The medal will be awarded to the best set of papers submitted by 

one person. The aggregate length of all the papers must not exceed 
3,000 words. This may be divided among the various subjects as each 
student pleases. Theme 3 is likely to be more effective if  written in 
the third rather than in the first person. The following books are 
suggested—others may, of course, be used—as a basis for theme 2:

F ran k lin , B.—A utob iog raphy . Ginn. 40c. (S ta n d a rd  E n g lish  c lassics.)
Irv ing , W .—L ife  o f G oldsm ith . M aynard . 50c. 1905.
T rev e ly an —L ife  of M acaulay . H a rp e r . $2.00. 1909.
M acau lay—L ives o f A ddison o r Johnson . B oth , ed. by  L avell, S cribner.
25c. (E n g lish  C lassics.)
R iis, J .—M aking  o f an  A m erican . M acm illan . $1.50. 1904.
H oar, S en a to r—A utob iog raphy . 2 vols. S cribner. $7.50. 1903.
P a lm er, G. F .—L ife  of A lice F reem an  P a lm er. H oughton '. $1.50.
A ddam s, J .— T w en ty  y e a rs  of H u ll H ouse. M acm illan . $2.50.
W hite , A. D.—A utob iog raphy . 2 vols. C en tu ry  Co. $7.50. 1905.
B rooks, J . G.—L ife  o f W illiam  B aldw in . H ough ton . $1.50.
S churz, C.—R em in iscences, v.3 w ith  a  sk e tc h  o f life a n d  pub lic  se rv ices 

from  1864 to  1906 by  F . B an c ro ft an d  W . A. D unn ing . M cC lure. $3.00. 1908. 
o r R em in iscences. M cClure. $6.00. 1907.

RULES GOVERNING T H E  ESSAY CONTEST.
[Adopted a t  a  m eeting of high school principals, a t  Missoula, Dec. 27, ’07.)

Amended M ay 16, 1908, and by correspondence, June, 1911.

1. A ll m em bers o f th e  g ra d u a tin g  c lasses  o f th e  acc red ited  h igh  schools 
in  th e  S ta te  o f M ontana , sha ll be elig ib le to  com pete  fo r th e  m edal.

2. T he  top ic  on w hich  th e  e ssay  sh a ll be w ritte n , shall be se lec ted  by  a  
co m m ittee  o f th re e  co n sis tin g  o f th e  p ro fesso r o f E ng lish , th e  p ro fesso r o f 
li te ra tu re , a n d  th e  p ro fesso r o f h is to ry  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity . N o e ssay  shall 
exceed th re e  th o u san d  w ords. .

3. E ach  h igh  school m ay  hold a  p re lim in a ry  co n tes t, a b o u t A pril 1, fo r 
th e  pu rp o se  o f se lec tin g  th e  b e s t essay . T he  c o n te s t m ay  b e  In ch a rg e  of one 
o f th e  te a c h e rs  o f E n g lish . T he p rincipal, th e  te a c h e r  in  charge , an d  th e  s tu ­
d en t w ho w rite s  th e  e ssay  sh a ll sig n  a  s ta te m e n t th a t  th e  e ssay  is n o t 
p lag iarized .

4- A ty p e w ritte n  copy o f th e  b e s t e ssay  in  each  p re lim in a ry  co n tes t, 
m arked  on th e  f i r s t  page  w ith  som e m o tto  o r  pseudonym , sha ll, on o r  befo re  
A pril 15, be s e n t to  th e  ch a irm an  of th e  com m ittee  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity . T he 
signed  s ta te m e n t w ith  re g a rd  to  p lag ia rism  sh a ll be se n t w ith  th e  essay . All 
essay s  received  b y  th e  co m m ittee  sha ll be su b m itted  to  th re e  Judges, w ho 
sha ll be a p p o in ted  by  th e  p re s id e n t o f th e  U n iv e rs ity . T he  Judges, w ith o u t 
know ing  th e  n am es o f th e  s tu d e n ts  w ho w ro te  th e  essays, o r  w h a t schools a re
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rep re sen ted  by  them , sh a ll r a n k  a n d  g rad e  each  essay , on th e  fo llow ing 
basis : C o rrec tn ess  (p a ra g ra p h  an d  sen ten ce  s tru c tu re , E n g lish  usage , etc .)
40 p e r  cen t; o rig in a lity , in te re s t , g en e ra l s tru c tu re , 60 p e r cen t. T he  essay  
hav in g  th e  h ig h e s t r a n k  sh a ll be dec la red  th e  w inn ing  essay . In  c a se  th e re  
should be  a  tie  in  th e  ran k in g , th e  one h a v in g  th e  h ig h e s t g rad e  (p e rcen tag e ) 
sha ll be  dec la red  th e  w in n in g  essay.

5. 'The n a m e  of th e  h ig h  schoo l th a t  w ins th e  p rize  sha ll be an nounced  
a t  th e  tim e  of th e  f in a l school d eb a te  con test.

6. T he  p rize  e ssay  w ith  th e  nam e  of th e  w rite r  sh a ll be p r in te d  in  th e  
an n u a l bu lle tin  o f th e  h ig h  school d eb a tin g  league.

[Amendment adopted by correspondence betw een the chairm an of the com m ittee 
a t  the  U niversity  and the principals of the  high schools.]

7. S tu d e n ts  w ho  f in ish  th e ir  w ork  a t  th e  end  of th e  f i r s t  sem es te r of 
a n y  y ea r w ill be req u ired  to  w rite  .th e ir  essay s  befo re  th e  la s t  day  of th e  
f i r s t  sem ester. T h is  spec ia l p riv ilege  is given, w ith  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  
any  p rin c ip a l w ho receives essay s  on th e se  co nd itions w ill, u n d er no c irc u m ­
stances, allow  a n y  ch an g es to  be m ade  in  th e  essay s  a f te r  th e y  h av e  been  
su b m itted  to  h im , b u t w ill keep th em  in  h is  possession  u n til th e  d a te  se t 
fo r h is  p re lim in a ry  c o n te s t (ab o u t A pril 1.) A t th is  tim e  he  w ill se lec t 
from  a ll th e  essay s su b m itted  by  h is  s tu d e n ts  (bo th  th e  J a n u a ry  an d  th e  
Ju n e  g rad u a te s , th e  b e s t  essay s  w h ich  he  w ill send  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity .

1
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MY FAVORITE READING: POETRY

PRIZE ESSAY, 1910-1911.

H E L E N  C O U R TE N A Y , M iles City-.

Som e one h a s  sa id , “P o e try  is  th e  sou l o f m usic .” I f  th a t  is tru e , i t  m u s t 
be and , indeed  i t  is, im m o rta l. F o r  a ll o th e r  m usics  die ere  th e ir  la s t lin g e r­
in g  echoes p a ss  aw ay , b u t p o e try  lives on fo rev e r; b u ried  th o u g h  i t  be  in 
th e  tom b of a  P ro sa ic  A ge, n ev e rth e le ss , like th e  sou l o f m an, i t  m u s t have  
its  re su rre c tio n . I t  m u s t r e tu rn  unch an g ed . C ustom s, lan g u ag es, races , th e  
w orld  itse lf, n a y  even  th e  o th e r  a r t s  ch an g e  o r  decay, b u t p o e try  re m a in s  ju s t  
a s  iwhen f i r s t  c rea ted . I t  c an  n o t a n d  w ill n o t g row  old. C onsider how  r e ­
m ark ab le  th is  longev ity  of p o e try  is ; rem ark ab le , chiefly , because  in th e  
w orld  o f le t te r s  i t  is  a lw a y s  th e  f irs t-b o rn . I t  is  a lw a y s  a  n a tio n ’s f i r s t  l i te r a ­
tu re , fo r th e  im ag in a tio n  is  a s  a c tiv e  in  th e  y o u n g  n a tio n  a s  in  th e  young  
child . T he  love o f b eau ty , th e  bouyancy , th e  n a tu ra ln e s s  a re  a like  keen  in 
both , an d  so p o e try  m u s t com e befo re  p rose, fo r th e  n a tio n ’s sou l even  a s  th e  
soul o f m an  fin d s in  y o u th  its  m o s t n a tu ra l  expression . A nd p o e try  m u s t 
be i ts  m o s t n a tu ra l  ex p ression  fo r i t  is th e  m usic  o f th e  h u m an  soul an d  
m usic  only, can  ex p ress  th e  h a rm o n y  of th e  soul w ith  God and  n a tu re . I t  
is because  of th is  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e se  tw o  g re a te s t P o w ers  th a t  p o e try  is ab le  
to  w ield  so v a s t  a  pow er itself. A nd i t  is because  o f th is  pow er th a t  I  p re fe r 
p o e try  to  a ll o th e r  lite ra tu re .

T he  p o w er m o s t u n iv e rsa lly  recogn ized  is  th a t  o f g iv in g  p leasu re . B y  its  
u n ap p ro ach ab le  m usic, by  its  u se  of th e  ch o ice st w o rd s to  c lo th e  th e  cho icest 
th o u g h ts , p o e try  is ab le  to  aw ak en  a .f e e l in g  o f d e lig h t su ch  a s  no p ro se  can  
ev er b rin g . I t s  b e a u ty  lead s  u s  to  a  v e rita b le  E ly s ian  field , th e  h e ig h t of 
p leasu re . I t  is a s  G oethe h a s  sa id :

“W ho gives u s to inherit 
Olympus and the  loved E lysian field?
The soul of M an sublim ed,—m an’s soaring spirit.
Seen in  the Poet, gloriously revealed.”

T hus, you  see, i t  is n o t on ly  to  th e  E ly s ia n  fie ld  th a t  w e a re  led, b u t to 
O lym pus a s  w ell, th a t  is, to  th e  abode o f th e  gods. A nd th e  p o e t h a s  pow er 
to  lead  u s  th e re , fo r h e  h a s  been  g iven  us, a s  i t  w ere, b y  a  c e r ta in  fav o r o r 
g if t  of th e  gods. B u t th a t  is  n o t h is  on ly  m ission . H e  h a s  likew ise  been 
g iven pow er to  s tre n g th e n , encou rage , a id , co m fo rt an d  soo the, fo r

“ the g ift and  m inistry  of Song 
H ave som ething in them  so divinely sweet.
They can assuage th e  b itte rn ess  of wrong.”

A re  you h e a r ts ic k  o r  d iscou raged  D oes th e  w orld  seem  so rd id  o r  u se le ss?
Com e th e n  w ith  m e an d  seek  th e  h ea lin g  m ag ic  o f th is  pow er.

Y ou w ill find  i t  in  th e  P o e t’s W orld , w here  H o m er re ig n s  su p rem e—H om er, 
th e  f a th e r  o f a ll poets , y e t like to  none. H is  p e rso n a lity  like th a t  o f S h a k e ­
sp ea re  is so  com ple te ly  h idden  beh ind  h is  w ritin g s , th a t  t r y  a s  th e y  m ay, no 
p o e t c a n  ev e r im ita te  h im . N or h a s  a n y  p o e t a s  y e t fe l t  so  g re a t  a  f ire  o f 
g en iu s  b u rn  w ith in  h im . H o m er’s p o e try  is a ll a flam e  w ith  a  f ire  a s  aw fu l an d  — 
div ine  a s  h is  gods. H is  w ords li te ra lly  b laze  fo r th  a n d  live, so  th a t  w hen  you 
re a d  th e  Iliad  you  feel a  s tra n g e , n ew  da rin g , a  hope a n d  zeal fo r g re a te r  
ach ievem en ts . H is  ac tio n  is  so rap id  you  can n o t he lp  b u t  a s s im ila te  som e of 
it. I f  you feel lazy  re a d  H om er! W ith  V irgil, th is  fire , th o u g h  fe lt  in  som e 
degree , is less in tense . A lthough  H o m er w as th e  g re a te r  gen ius, V irg il w as 
th e  g re a te r  a r t i s t  a n d  h e  n ev e r a llow s h im se lf to  be  to ta lly  sw ep t a w a y  by  
th  f ire  o f  h is  a rd o r . T h ere  is a  g re a te r  po lish  to  h is  p o e try , so  th a t  from  
h im  w e m ay  ac q u ire  a  so r t o f m a je s tic  sp len d o r a n d  a  ca lm  g ran d eu r.
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.V irgil seem s m ore  like th e  o rd in a ry  m an  in  h is  th o u g h ts  th a n  H om er. T he 
gods w hom  th e  G reek  invoked  seem  to  h av e  sem i-de ified  h im , b u t V irg il is 
tho rough ly  hum an .

I t  is r a th e r  cu rio u s  to  n o te  th a t  m an y  o f h is  th o u g h ts  a re  w h a t th e  w orld  
of to d ay  is  th in k in g . F o r  in s tan ce , how  app licab le  to  A m erican  life  a re  these  
w ords: “O sa c ra  a u r i fam is  qu id  non  m o r ta lia  v e c to ra  co g is !”

Close in  th e  fo o ts tep s  of h is  teac h e r, V irg il, w e fin d  in  o u r P o e tlan d , him  
w ho spoke

“Divine, melodious tru th ,
Philosophic num bers smooth.
Tales and golden histories.
Of heaven and its  m ysteries.”

I t  is D an te , of th e  m o s t lo fty , m o s t sub lim e soul. W ith  eyes fo rev e r ra ised  
to  B ea trice , he  leads u s  w ith  him , u n re s is tin g , u n aw are s , up  ti ll we reach  
th e  g re a te s t  h e ig h ts  of goodness even  u n to  perfec tion , b u t a la s ! in  o u r  
im ag in a tio n  only. Y et th is  v e ry  flig h t h a s  aw ak en ed  a  new  long ing  in  o u r 
h ea rts , a  new  ap p rec ia tio n  of good, an d  unconsc iously  perh ap s , w e a re  e levated  
an d  m ade b e tte r . T h ere  is a  su b lim ity  in  D a n te  th a t  no o th e r  poet h as ever 
a tta in e d . H is  h eav en  is th e  h eav en  of G'od, n o t o f m an, like M ilton  s. M ilton 
som ehow  seem s to  th r u s t  h im se lf in to  h is  p ic tu re s  a s  th e  c e n tra l fig u re  of 
dom inance. D an te  is th e r e  in  his, also , n o t a s  D an te  th e  g re a t  m an , b u t 
r a th e r  a s  a  hum ble  s in n e r  like  ou rse lves, re v e re n t an d  aw ed  befo re  th e  
H eaven ly  Pow ers. Do n o t th ink , how ever, th a t  I  m ean  to  d isp a rag e  P a ra d ise  
L o s t o r a n y  o th e r  w ork  o f  M ilton. H is  p o e try  is f a r  too g re a t  fo r th a t . I t  is 
like o rg an -m u sic , so lem n an d  slow. I t  h a s  th e  subdued  g low  of a  calm  and  
s te ad y  fire—a  f ire  w h ich  w ill p u rify  th e  b ase  m e ta l o f y o u r soul a n d  u p lif t  it  
if  i t  h a s  fa llen  or been  overcom e by  th a t  fa ta l  pow er of w rong  su ch  as  o v e r­
cam e th e  sou l of G oethe’s F a u s t.

H e re  w as a  m an, th is  F a u s t , w hom  G oethe took  a s  a  g re a t  a n ti ty p e  of 
m an 's  w eakness. A nd a b o u t h im  a s  a  c e n tra l figu re , th e  p o e t sp read s  a  
ch a rm  of m usic  ir re s is tib le , a  m esh  o f G erm an  p h an ta sy , c h a ra c te r is tic  in  its  
w itch e ry  of w eav ing  so d e lig h tfu lly  th e  rea l in to  th e  un rea l. Y et G oethe 
teach es even  w hile he ch a rm s, a n d  in  th is  F a u s t  w e le a rn  th e  fu til ity  of th e  
p u rs u it  o f su p e rh u m an  know ledge. W e a re  show n how  h ideous an d  c ru e l sin 
is an d  how  easily  m a n  becom es a  p rey  to  it. H e is ab le  to  rev ea l a ll th is  
because  he p ossesses th a t  g re a t  pow er of in te rp re ta tio n , th a t  pow er w h ich  w e 
find  is even g re a te r  in  S h ak esp eare , w ho holds up  a  v a s t  m irro r  of philosophy  
an d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  to  n a tu re  a n d  m an , a n d  in  i t  a re  re flec ted  every  fra ilty , 
every  v ir tu e  -m ankind know s; ev ery  b eau ty , ev ery  te r ro r  n a tu re  holds. H e  is 
th e  w izard  of P o e tlan d . N o one has, n o r ever can  im ita te  him , fo r w ho can 
hope to  “p a rody  c rea tio n  w ith  a r t if ic e ? ” H is  g en iu s is n o t th e  expression  
of S h ak esp ea re  unexcelled  b u t ra th e r  th e  expression  of g en iu s  unexcelled. 
C oleridge is n o t too e x tra v a g a n t in  c a llin g  h im  “th e  th o u san d -so u led ,” fo r he 
m oves in  h is  p o e try  in  every  d if fe re n t ch a ra c te r , un like  M ilton, w ho is ra th e r  
the m over of h is  poetic  c rea tio n s . N o one  can  acq u ire  a  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d ­
ing  of m an  th a n  from  S hakespeare . A nd y e t in  C haucer we find  a  pow er to 
d e tec t th e  p ecu lia ritie s  a n d  fo ib les of m an  a lm o s t a s  g re a t a s  in  S hakespeare . 
H ow ever, S h ak esp ea re  in te rp re ts  th e  in n e r  m an —th e  h e a r t  an d  m ind. H e 
p ierces th e  deepest c ran n ie s  o f th e  b ra in  an d  p u ts  those  th o u g h ts  we th in k  in 
silence in to  such  w onderfu lly  c lear, ph ilosoph ic  a n d  com prehensive  language  
th a t  he h a s  com e to  be quo ted  m o re  th a n  an y  o th e r poet. C haucer, on th e  
o th e r hand , p o rtra y s  th e  o u te r  m an —all h is  q u eer li t t le  id io sy n cras ies  and 
hab its , h is  dress, ap p ea ran ce  a n d  ta lk . H e  is a s  equally  tru e  to  life  a s  
S hakespeare , an d  th ough  he  u su a lly  te lls  o f m an ’s p ecu lia rities , n ev e rth e less  
th ey  a re  p erfec tly  h a rm le ss  ones, a s  h a rm le ss  a s  th e  fu n  he  pokes a t  them , 
w hich, th o u g h  p iq u an t, h a s  no real stin g . H is  hum orous to u ch es  in  C a n te r­
bury  T a les  a re  p e rfec tly  de ligh tfu l. H e fin d s so m eth in g  am u sin g  in  each  of 
th e  m any  c h a ra c te rs  an d  he describes th ese  c h a ra c te re rs  so com pletely , we
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know  p e rfec tly  each  ty p e  of m an . I t  is  a  g re a t  p ity  C hau cer is  n o t m ore 
w idely  re a d  fo r h is ten d ern ess , gen ia lity , h u m o r free  from  s tin g s , sy m p a th y  
free  from  m elancho ly , c a n n o t b u t p e rm ea te , to  a  g re a te r  o r  le sse r degree, w ith  
w a rm th  an d  su n sh in e  in to  th e  h e a r ts  an d  lives of h is  read e rs .

T h ese  h ave  been g re a t  an d  im p ress iv e  f ig u re s  in  o u r  P o e tla n d  a n d  you 
h av e  seem ed  to  re g a rd  th em  w ith  aw e, b u t n ow  w e com e to  one w hom  you 
m ay  love w ith  a ll y o u r  h e a r t  fo r  he is th e  p o e t of th e  h e a rt , A lfred  T ennyson . 
H is  a re  th e

“Voices of m elting tenderness th a t  blend 
W ith  pure and gentle m uslngs till the  soul 
Commingling w ith  the melody is borne 
R apt and  dissolved in ecstasy  to  heaven.”

H e w as in fu sed  w ith  th a t  sp ir i t  o f p o e try  w h ich  b ad e  h im  follow  a  p u re  and  
h igh  ideal, n am ely  to  ennob le  th e  w orld . A nd if  p u rity , ten d e rn ess , sy m ­
p a th y , love, b e a u ty  an d  m usic  a r e  ennob ling  in fluences , su re ly  th en , T en n y ­
son m u s t ennoble  a ll w ho re a d  h im . M oreover, h e  is th e  m o s t p leasu reab le  
p oe t to  re a d  th a t  I  know , an d  if on ly  th e  re a d in g  pub lic  w ou ld  m ake  an 
acq u a in ta n c e sh ip  w ith  h im , i t  w ould  s tra ig h tw a y  develop  in to  love, an d  T en n y ­
son’s noble a im  w ould  com e so m uch  th e  n e a re r  re a c h in g  its  goal. T h e re  is a  
sw ee tn ess  in  h is  poe try , u tte r ly  indescribab le , “so sw ee t w e know  n o t w e a re  
lis te n in g  to  i t ” ; a  p u r ity  a s  of " th e  lily  m a id  o f A s to la t” ; a  s im p lic ity  and 
c lea rn e ss  u n ap p ro ach ed  by  h is  fellow  poets . I f  th e  pow er to  com fo rt, sw eeten , 
p u rify  a n d  e lev a te  m ak es  a  m a n  g re a t, c e r ta in ly  th e n  T en n y so n  w as no t 

• m ere ly  a  g re a t p o e t b u t a  g re a t  m an  a s  w ell. T he  p ra is e s  o f T ennyson  will 
n ev e r be a d e q u a te ly  su n g  fo r  h is p o e try  is  a lm o s t p e rfe c t in  th o u g h t, e x p re s ­
sion, color, m usic  an d  fin ish .

H ow  d if fe re n t is W o rd sw o rth ! Of l i t t le  im ag in a tio n , co lor o r  m usic, h is  
p o e try  n ev e rth e le ss  m u s t be  recognized  b ecau se  i t  b re a th e s  o f t r u th  an d  s in ­
cerity , ca lm n ess an d  peace. W h en ev e r he  le ts  im ag in a tio n  w alk  h an d  in h an d  
w ith  tru th ,  th e n  does h is p o e try  possess  a  s in g u la r  ch a rm , a  p leas in g  delicacy  
a lm o st sp rig h tlin e ss , w hich  is u tte r ly  ru in ed  w hen  he  re je c ts  th e  in sp ira tio n  
of th e  d iv ine  m use  of fancy . A t su ch  tim es  he  descends to  th e  p lan e  of a c tu a l 
p ro se  an d  becom es ted io u s an d  u n in te re s tin g . H e n e v e r  a llo w s th e  flam e  of 
im ag in a tio n  to  flick e r long  so th a t  he  is re a lly  on ly  a  “p o e t of p assag es .” 
Y et on th e  w hole h is  p o e try  is r e s tfu l  an d  q u ie ting , la ck in g  in  fire , b u t  full 
of tru th . How  w ell he f i ts  M rs. B ro w n in g ’s id e a  of p o e ts :

“The only tru th -te lle rs  now left to God,
The only- speakers of essential tru th —
The only teachers who In s truc t m ankind.”

W h a t a  c o n tra s t  is  B yron—lack in g  in tr u th , b u t fu ll o f fire . T hough  
ra n k e d  a s  a  g re a t  poet, it  is  only th is  fire , on ly  th e  m u sic  o f h is  v e rse  th a t  
a re  g re a t. H is  th o u g h t is u t te r ly  b ad ; b ad  w ith  th e  pow er of th e  H a rp ie s  
an d  F u rie s , sco rn fu l, m isan th ro p ic , deg rad in g , d e sp o n d e n t F o r  th e  fa s c in a ­
tion  of h is  m usic, fo r h is  p a ss io n a te  eloquence, B y ron  is  m o s t d e lig h tfu l to  
read , b u t, a las! i t  is on ly  too  tru e  th a t  “he re f re sh e s  u s  n o t w ith  th e  d iv ine  
fo u n ta in , b u t too o ften  w ith  th e  v u lg a r  s tro n g  w a te rs , stim ulating* indeed  
to  th e  ta s te , b u t soon en d in g  in  d is like  o r  even  n a u se a u .” A nd th is  is ch iefly  
because  he  w as n ev e r ab le  to  fo rget, n ev e r ab le  to  conceal th e  desp a ir, th e  
b it te rn e ss , th e  tem p estu o u sn ess  of th e  n eg lec ted  an d  m is tre a te d  L ord  B yron! 
H e  w as n o t a  g re a t  enough  p o e t to  h ide  a s  R o b e rt B u rn s  did, h is  ow n d a rk  
sou l in  th e  b e a u tifu l lig h t o f poe try . T he  in d iv id u a l life  o f  B u rn s  w as ju s t  
a s  c o rru p t an d  p e rv e rted , y e t th e  v e ry

“m usic of h is song 
Rises o’e r  all ela te  and  strong;
I ts  m aster-chords
Are Manhood, Freedom , B rotherhood.”

T h is  b ro th e rh o o d  ex tended  n o t on ly  to  m a n  b u t  to  b ird , b e a s t an d  flo w er a s  
well. I  th in k  we h av e  n o t a  m ore  sy m p a th e tic , a  m o re  lov ing  o r  te n d e r  poet



—23—

th a n  B urns. E x cep t fo r  th a t  p o e try  w rit te n  In h is  b a se r  m om ents , th e  m o s t 
of It Is e lev a tin g  an d  good because  o f Its  v e ry  sim plic ity , ho n esty , s in c e rity  
a n d  love. H e  is so abso lu te ly  n a tu ra l, too, so th o ro u g h ly  S co tch ! T he  pow er 
th a t  h is songs h ave  ex e rted  over h is co u n try m en  is u t te r ly  incom parab le , 
w holly im m easu rab le .

B u t th e re  is a n  E n g lish m an  w hom  E n g la n d  w ill som e d ay  w o rsh ip  a s  
Sco tland  w orsh ip s B u rns. H e  is p o p u la r now, b u t p o s te r ity  w ill, a s  a lw ays, 
give h im  h is  fu ll a n d  m erited  tr ib u te . T h is  m an  is  K ip ling , who, like B u rn s, 
h as  w rit te n  m uch  th a t  is co a rse  a n d  b e s t le f t u n p rin ted , y e t on th e  w hole h is 
p o e try  is su re , som e day, to  h av e  a s  close a  hold  upon  th e  E n g lish  h e a r t  a s  
B u rn s’ upon  th e  S co ttish . F o r  p u tt in g  aside  th e  ir re s is tib le  sw ay  of h is 
m usic  an d  th e  un iq u en ess  of h is  fancy , w e fee l he  m u s t hold  a  c la im  to 
g re a tn e ss  because  he is a t  once re fo rm er, ph ilosopher, h u m o ris t a n d  p a tr io t: 
H e  s tr iv e s  to  p e rfec t h is  beloved E n g lan d  by  show ing  h e r  h e r e rro rs . H is  
philosophy  is o rig in a l an d  to  th e  po in t, o ften  cloaked in  th e  m ost de ligh tfu l 
and  re fre sh in g  hum or. H is  p a tr io tism  is lo f ty  a n d  in sp irin g , bound  to  s tr ik e  
an  an sw erin g  chord  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  ev ery  tru e  B ritish e r. . I t  h a s  been  said 
th a t  K ip ling  is th e  only  w rite r  w ho h a s  ever ap p ro ach ed  th e  B ib le -s ty le ; 
th e  only  w rite r  w hose lan g u ag e  is s t ro n g  enough  an d  g ra n d  en o u g h ; w ho 
does n o t w eaken  o r  d e tra c t fro m  th e  g re a tn e ss  o f B ib le-concep tions. P e rh a p s  
you w ill feel th e  t r u th  of such  a n  a sse r tio n  i f  you  w ill re a d  m erely  th e  H ym n 
B efore A ction an d  T he  R ecessional. I t  seem s to  m e I h ave  n ev e r re a d  a  m ore 
s t ir r in g  poem  th a n  th e  fo rm er, n o r a  m ore re v e re n t one th a n  th e  la tte r . 
K ip ling  h a s  g iven u s  a  li ta n y  th a t  i t  w ere  w ell fo r u s  to  know :

“From  panic, pride and terro r 
Revenge th a t knows no rein,
L ight haste  and lawless error.
P ro tec t us yet again.
Cloke Thou our undeserving,
M ake firm  the shuddering breath .
In silence and unswerving.
To ta s te  Thy lesser dea th !”

If  you ta k e  each  line to  p ieces you w ill f in d  th a t  he h a s  em bodied p ra c t i­
cally  a ll th a t  is in  th e  T en  C om m andm ents! A nd to  q u o te  ag a in  from  th e  
sam e poem :

“F or those who kneel beside us 
[ ft:;. . A t a lta rs  not Thine own.

W ho lack the  lights th a t guide us,
Lord, le t the ir fa ith  atone!
If  wrong we did to call them,

By honor bound they  came,
L et no t Thy w ra th  befall them ,
B u t deal to us the blam e.”

W h a t a  m ag n an im ity  is show n th e re ! W h a t an  exp ression  of tru e  B ible 
fo rg iveness an d  m ercy  fo r o u r  enem ies! I  could c ite  In s tan ce  a f te r  in s tan ce  
to  show  you K ip ling ’s  g re a tn e ss  a n d  to  show  how  he

|  - ■ "P ain ts the T hing as  he sees It,
F or the God of T hings-as-T hey-A re.”

b u t we m u s t leave th is  p a r t  o f o u r P o e tlan d  an d  hold in te rco u rse  fo r a  b rie f 
m om ent w ith  th e  A m erican  poets.

W e can n o t find  am o n g  th em  a  p oe t to  com pare  w ith  E n g lan d ’s g rea te s t, 
no r h ave  w e a  H om er, D an te  o r G oethe. W e a re  too young  a  n a tio n  a s  y e t 
to  p roduce one. E n g lan d ’s f ir s t-b o rn  G rea t did n o t com e in to  th e  w orld 
u n til five h u n d red  y e a rs  a f te r  th e  N o rm an  C onquest; w e th en  should  be 
g lad  if th is  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  b rin g s  u s  one. P e rfec tio n  can  only  be a tta in e d  
by long p rac tic e  an d  A m erica  h a s  h ad  f a r  too  l i tt le  of th a t . O u r poets a re  

f m en of so n g -ab ility , b u t th e y  a re  n o t th e  ch ild ren  of song. T hey  lack  th e
im ag ination  to  c a rry  th em  to  th e  h e ig h ts ; th e y  lack  th e  fire  to  m ak e  them  
live; th ey  lack  color m ost o f all, an d  th e  m usic  to arouse , in sp ire  and  uplift.



T h e ir  m usic  is too  fu ll o f d isco rds; i t  h a s  n ev e r y e t been  com bined in  p erfec t 
h a rm o n y  w ith  th o u g h t and  d ic tion  a n d  th a t  is w hy  A m erica  h a s  had , a s  yet, 
no g re a t poet. T hey  a re  r a th e r  poe ts  of th e  h e a r t  w hich  is  hum an , th a n  of 
th e  soul w h ich  is divine.

L ongfellow  is, o f course, o u r g re a te s t  p o e t of th e  h e a rt . H is  p o e try  is 
th e  s im p lest an d  p la in e s t ou r l i te ra tu re  holds, b u t  y e t

"Such songs have power to  quiet 
The restless pulse of care.
And come like a  benediction 
T h a t follows a f te r  p rayer.”

H e h a s  a  g re a te r  hold  upon  th e  A m erican  h e a r t  th a n  a n y  o th e r poet and  
u n d oub ted ly  i t  is because  of h is  s im p lic ity  an d  d e lica te  sw eetness. Longfellow  
h a s  been accused  of be ing  m erely  a  rh y m er, b u t he  h im se lf c la im s a  g re a te r  
p u rpose ; th e  desire  to  im p re ss  th e  m ind  w ith  h is to ry  an d  m o ra l t r u th s  a t  
th e  sam e tim e  he  is to u ch in g  a n d  w a rm in g  th e  h ea rt.

W e h ave  a n o th e r  p o e t w ho com bines te a c h in g  an d  com forting , also. T h is 
is B ry an t, o ften  called  th e  n a tu re -p o e t. H is  co m fo rtin g  th o u g h ts  on death  
a re  p e rh ap s  th e  m o s t b e a u tifu l in  an y  language . W h a t a  m essag e  of hope 
he b rin g s  w hen  he  te lls  u s th a t

"T here is a  day of su n n y  rest 
F or every dark  and troubled n igh t;”

and  ag a in  th a t

"W eary hours of woe and pain 
Are prom ises of happier years."

H is  H ym n  to  D ea th  a n d  h is  F o re s t H y m n  a s  w ell, a re  rep le te  w ith  p u re  and 
noble thought'. B u t h is  n o b les t w o rk  of a ll is T h an a to p s is , th e  m ere  m en ­
tio n  of w h ich  is enough—fo r w ho is th e re  th a t  h a s  n o t h e a rd  o r  re a d  it?  
W e a ll a re  fa m ilia r  w ith  it, an d  indeed, we likew ise  a re  w ith  th e  m o s t of 
o u r A m erican  poetry , fo r th e re  is so li tt le  th a t  is re a lly  good, and  w h a t is 
good is so easily  un d ers to o d  th a t  w e a ll 'k n o w  it to le rab ly  well. A nd we 
need  to , fo r  i t  is  th e  b e s t s tep p in g  s to n e  to  th e  g re a t poe try , to  th a t  poetry  
w hich w ill e lev a te  o u r lives to  th e  tru e  n o b ility  of living.

O, if  you only  rea lized  th e  v a s t  pow er o f good poetry , how  eagerly  
w ould you  re a d  it! Do you n o t k now  th a t  th e  r ic h e s t m an  is  he  w hose rich es 
a re  s to red  in h is  b ra in  a n d  th a t  p o e try  is th e  gold am o n g  th e se  rich e s?  I t  
v is ib le  sign  of th e  in w ard  sp ir itu a l loveliness” in  life. I t s  pu rp o se  is  to  
please, in s tru c t , com fort, so o th e  an d  sa tis fy ; i t  b e a rs  a  m essag e  o f new  
hope an d  co u rag e ; i t  aw ak en s  h igh  idea ls an d  lu re s  th e  soul n e a re r  th e  goal 
o f perfec tion . C an a n y  o th e r  li te ra tu re , can  a n y  o th e r  m usic  sav e  th is  m usic 
of th e  soul, b o a s t o f a  pu rpose  so d iv inely  g re a t?  A nd even if  th ey  could, 
w ould  th e y  h ave  th e  sam e pow er to  e ffec t th a t  p u rp o se?  G oldsm ith  h a s  
sum m ed up  th is  pow er in  p o e try  ju s t  a s  I '  w ould  w ish  to, so le t m e say  
w ith  h im :

“And thou, sw eet Poetry, thou loveliest maid. 
Still first to fly w here sensual Joys Invade.
* * * • * *
Thou guide by which the nobler a r ts  excel. 
Thou nurse of every v irtue. F a re  thee well!”
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