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2) State Government. Consolidate the health and human
service functions of the state government into asingle state
agency. A new department, the Department of Public Health
and Human Services, would consolidate the majority of
programs currently administered by the Department of Social
and Rehabilitation Services and the Department of Family
Services and the public health functions currently administered
by the Department of Health and Environ-
mental Sciences. Transfer mental health
programs from the Department of Correc-
tions to this new department.

Restructure the departments of State
Lands, Natural Resources and Conservation,
and Health and Environmental Sciences in a
way that separates natural resource manage-
ment functions from natural resource
regulatory functions. Specifically, manage-
ment functions should be consolidated
within one agency know as the Department
of Natural Resource Management, and
regulatory functions should be consolidated
into asingle agency—the Department of
Environmental Quality. Both natural
resource industry people and environmentalists like this
proposal because it streamlines and solidifies both of those
important aspects.

Consolidate the offices of lieutenant governor and secretary
of state and give the lieutenant governor something to do. |
say this in jest—Lieutenant Governor Rehberg supports us.
He 3 not the first lieutenant governor who wasn T given
something to do. Ted Schwinden was the last lieutenant
governor given something to do by the governor and he beat
the governor in the primary. So there might be agood reason
the governor doesn T give the lieutenant governor something
to do.

Reduce the size of the Legislature by 15 to 20 percent.
Montana is incredibly over-represented, but it 3 a luxury we
seem to enjoy. The fastest growing staff in the state govern-
ment is the legislature.

taxes.

3) Local Government. Pull the paternalistic strings of
state government off local government and give local citizens
the authority to levy local taxes. For example, if Billings wants
to impose a tax to clean up pollution, let them do it. A lot can
be done by giving local government more power. Another
example: By combining Great Falls and Cascade County
management and government functions—not street sweepers,
cops, ticket maids, and tree cutters, but commissioners,
executives to the commissioners, surveyors etc.—we can save
$1.5 million per year. In Billings, we could save $2 million; in
Bozeman $1 million. Your local review commissioners should
be looking at cutting administrative costs and, if not rebating
taxes, at least providing services. Likewise, by combining the
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tic strings o fstate
government offlocal
government and give
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-Gary Buchanan

desk sergeants, shift commands, under-sheriffs, deputy chiefs,
and sheriffs, we could put six to nine more cops on the beat in
any one shift.

What about some of the positions we elect? We elect
something that 3 probably necessary—a county surveyor.
What on earth do we elect a Republican or Democrat surveyor
for? You tell me the essence of a Republican platform for
county surveyors. Does a Republican sur-
veyor narrowly construe the dimensions of
an acre in a typical conservative historical
manner? Does a Democratic surveyor
construe it in a more liberal, expansive way?
This position shouldn T be elected, it should
be privatized.

Downsizing sounds great, but it 3 not
always easy to do, according to Francis
Bardanouve.

“Everyone says, tut down the costs of that
damn government—it costs too much. "Why
do we always have a difficult time reducing
and downsizing the budget? | M tell you
why. Every night before you people in the
Missoula community go to bed, you say your
prayers. You bow your head....

"Oh please Lord, please, give President Clinton the wisdom not
to remove thatforest service regional office. You know it§
necessary. You don Twant to downsize ourforest service. And
please Governor Racicot, please, couldn €youfind some money to
widen North Reserve Street? And tell me Racicot, there isa lot of
new money in the highway department$ budget. Couldn €you
overhaul Malfunction Junction? And please—above all, above all
—remember The University ofMontana. It$vital to Montana
and we need more money at the university. Lord, won Tyou help
Governor Racicotfind more moneyfor the university? It costs
billions, and we could use afew more millions. Oh Lord, give the
power to Newt Gingrich to cut out all wasteful spending programs
in Montana. All across America there are wasteful programs—we
have to cut theprograms out. And please help reduce this wasteful,
bureaucratic spending. Amen.

Everybody sees that we should cut bureaucratic waste, as

long as its in someone else ¥ backyard.O

Shannon H. Jahrig ispublications director at the Bureau of
Business and Economic Research, The University o f Montana.
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