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The University o f Montana 
School o f Journalism 
Missoula, MT 59812

JRNL 331 -  Intermediate Web and Digital Reporting
Syllabus - Fall 2013 (subject to change)

Scope: This course examines major trends in web, mobile and digital reporting and trains journalists how to 
report and produce content for various types of news outlets. Course includes a focus on understanding how 
people develop, produce, publish and consume news. Course will also prepare students to work on the 
digital/web teams in most newsrooms.

Grading options: This course must be taken for a traditional letter-grade. No credit grading is not permitted. 
The Montana University System’s plus/minus grading system will be used in this class.
Class meets Tuesdays and Thursday, 3:10-4:30 p.m., in DAH 306.
Frequency of Offering: This course is offered autumn semester.

Instructor: Lee Banville, Associate Professor, School of Journalism.
Office: Don Anderson Hall 406 
Office phone: 243-2577
My regular e-mail: lee.banville@umontana.edu

Successful JRNL 331 students will:

1. Be able to report, edit and produce compelling content for a variety of news platforms.
2. Discern the sources of online information and better be able to ascertain the validity.
3. Assess the impact of on-demand technologies on both the creation and consumption of

news content.
4. Recognize news consumers' expectations for the online space and how news websites are

organized to serve those needs.
5. Understand how to use social media to report stories, develop personal brands and engage

audience.
6. Evaluate online story packages and explain why they work well in the medium, or why they

do not.
7. Effectively use blogs, links and content aggregation as part of digital reporting.

Course Grading is made up of three finals and five in-class attendance/writing assignments:
Attendance and Participation............................................................... 10%
Kaimin Blog........................................................................................... 20%
Weekly Assignments/Aggregation..................................................... 40%
Data Story/Visualization/Town Project.............................................. 15%
Multimedia Story .................................................................................. 15%

A/A- 90-100%
B+/B/B- 80-89%
C+/C/C- 70-79%
D 60-69%
F Below  59%
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Attendance and participation: Come to class and stay for the entire class period. We cover vast amounts of 
material and there will not be a record of what we discuss. Several times during the semester I will give you in- 
class writing, editing exercises that will make up part of your Writing/In-class grade. Students WILL NOT be 
allowed to make these up unless you supply a note from Curry/your doctor or alert ahead of class via phone or 
email. If you have questions, talk to me after class, visit during office hours, or email or telephone me 
personally.

Laptop Computers: DAH 306 has desktop computers, but feel free to bring your own computer and you 
should be able to access the network and/or wireless.

Cell phones must be off or on vibrate while you are in class and must be off and totally out of your sight during 
examinations. Do not answer a call during class unless you discuss this with me before hand.

Academic Honesty
I expect your honesty in presenting your own work for this course. Academic misconduct at The University of 
Montana is subject to an academic penalty ranging from failing the assignment to expulsion from the university. 
Students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code. 
http://www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321

Plagiarism
As defined by “The University of Montana Student Conduct Code” plagiarism is: “Representing another 
person's words, ideas, data, or materials as one's own.” This is strictly prohibited in this class and any case of 
plagiarism in this course will be subject to the penalties outlines in the student code of conduct.

Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities will receive reasonable modifications in this course. Your responsibilities are to 
request them from me with sufficient advance notice, and to be prepared to provide verification of disability and 
its impact from Disability Services. Please speak with me after class or during my office hours to discuss the 
details. For more information, visit the Disability Services for Students website at http://life.umt.edu/dss.



W eekly Topics and Assignments
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

W eek One: W eb writing and producing

This first  w e e k  w e  will e s t ab l ish  y o u r  blogs  a n d  social m e d ia  plans.  Each s t u d e n t  will ma in t a i n  a blog -  publ ic  o r  p r iva te  -  
t o  p r o d u c e  a n d  publ ish to .  Each w e e k  you  will p r o d u c e  a piece  fo r  y o u r  blog t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  to p i c  o f  t h e  w ee k .  Blogs 
a r e  d u e  W e d n e s d a y  a t  midn igh t ,  c o m p l e t e d  a nd  p o s te d  wi th  a t i m e s t a m p .  If you  cur r en t ly  ma i n ta in  a blog you m a y  use  
th a t ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  you  will u se  b logspo t ,  blogger,  w o r d p r e s s  o r  a M o o d le  blog. You d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  ma in t a i n  th is  a f t e r  
class,  bu t  t h e  idea is you wo u ld  p r o d u c e  w o rk  t h a t  w ou l d  be  w o r t h  sh o w in g  p e r sp e c t i v e  em p lo y er s ,  so it 's y o u r  call.

In add i t ion  t o  a blog you  will ma in t a i n  a social m e d ia  p r e s e n c e  f o r t h e  d ur a t i o n  o f  th is  class.  You m a y  use  Twit te r ,  
Facebook ,  Tumblr ,  Imgur,  Linkedln,  Path o r  Google+.  You m u s t  not i fy m e  o f  y o u r  f e e d  o f  choice so I can sub sc r i be  t o  it. 
Publ ishing r e q u i r e m e n t s  kick in on W e e k  Two,  b u t  I will go  o v e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  th is  first  w ee k .

For T h u rs da y  go  o v e r  t w o  c h a p t e r s  (web  des ign a nd  wri t ing  f o r  t h e  w e b )  p o s t e d  on Mo odle .

W eek Two: Researching Online

"There  w a s  5 e x a b y te s  o f  in fo rm at i on  c r e a t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  d a w n  of  civilization t h r o u g h  2003,  b u t  t h a t  m u c h  in f o rmat ion  
is n o w  c r e a t e d  ev e r y  2 days ,  a nd  t h e  p a c e  is increas ing."  F o rm e r  Goog le  CEO Eric Schmidt .

T h er e  is a lot of  s tuf f  onl ine .  But t h e r e  a r e  a l so gaps .  W e  will s p e n d  t h e  w e e k  exa mi n i ng  w h a t  can a n d  c a n ' t  be  fo u n d  
onl ine.

Blogging a s s i g n m e n t :  Rep or t  on w h a t  s o m e o n e  can find o u t  a b o u t  you a n d  w h a t  m a jo r  g a p s  a r e  o u t  th e r e .

W eek Three: Effective Searching

Every s e m e s t e r  I ha v e  s t u d e n t s  tell  m e  t h e y  c a n ' t  f ind an y t h i ng  onl ine  a b o u t  a to p ic  o r  (if you really w a n t  t o  t ick m e  off) 
t h e y  c a n ' t  c o m e  up wi th  a s t o r y  idea.  This w e e k  w e  h a m m e r  h o m e  ef fec t ive  v e r s u s  ine ffect ive sea rch ing .  This inc ludes  
d o c u m e n t s ,  d a t a b a s e s ,  v ideo,  im a g es  as  well  as  m a jo r  s ea rch  eng ines .

Blogging a s s i g n m e n t :  Effectively p os t  ma te r i a l  t h a t  c a n n o t  be  d i sc ov ere d  w i t h o u t  m e t a d a t a  o r  a l t e r na t ive  tags.

For Tuesday ,  r ea d  t h e  t w o  ar t i cles  on  c o n t e n t  agg re g a t i on  p o s t e d  on Mo odle .

W eek Four: Aggregation

Aggrega t ion  is a cen t ra l  c o n c e p t  t o  digital n e w s  p r od u c t io n ,  b u t  w h a t  m a k e s  go od ,  v a l u e - a d d e d  agg re g a t io n  ve r s us  
p lag ia r i sm?  This w e e k  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l aws a r o u n d  ag gr eg a t i on  a nd  h o w  t o  w r i t e  a g g r e g a t e d  copy.

Blogging Ass i gnm ent :  A gg reg a t ed  pr int  s tory.

W eek Five: Social Media W riting, Producing

Wri t e r s  a n d  jou rna l i s t s  a r e  n o w  e x p e c t e d  t o  help  d i s t r i bu t e  t h e i r  w o rk  t h r o u g h  social ch a n n e l s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l so t a s k e d  
wi th  building.  Th e  p r o b l em ,  t h o u g h ,  is t h a t  m a n y  wr i t e r s  w e r e n ' t  t r a i n e d  t o  m a r k e t  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  work .  This
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w e e k  w e  look a t  social me d ia ,  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  it as  a r e p o r t e r ,  p r o m o t e  y o u r  s tuf f  wi th  be ing a n no y i ng  an d  effect ively 
h a r n e s s  t h e  co nve rs a t i on .

Blogging Ass i gnm ent :  Deve lop a p iece  b a s e d  on y o u r  social n e t wo rk .

W eek Six: Live Event Coverage

O n e  of  t h e  th ing s  t h a t  digital r ep o r t i ng  al lows journa l i s t s  t o  co v er  mul t i - loca t ion  e v e n t s  live. This is H o m e c o m i n g  W e e k  
a nd  w e  will be  cover ing  a va r i e ty  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  using Coverl tLive t o  a g g r e g a te  class r ep o r t in g  as well  as  o t h e r s  h e r e  in 
t o w n .

Blogging Ass i gnm ent :  Coverl tLive pa r t i c ipa t ion  

W eek Seven: Mutlimedia-ying

Mul t im ed ia  r ep or t i ng  m e a n s  lots of  d i f f e ren t  th ing s  t o  d i f f e ren t  n e w s  o rganiza t ions .  Genera l ly  n e w s p a p e r s  th ink  t h a t  
m e a n s  v ideo,  TV th ink  t h a t  m e a n s  au d i o  s l i des ho ws  a nd  m a g a z in e s  g e t  bol loxed up a nd  h av e  no  idea w h a t  it m e a n s .  W e  
will h e a r  f ro m  m u l t im e d i a  r e p o r t e r s  in t h e  field (Wa sh in g t on  Post ,  Smi t hso n i an  a n d  HBO) a b o u t  h o w  t h e y  se ek  t o  mix 
me d ia .

W e  will al so exp l o re  t h e  evo lu t ion  of  m u l t im e d ia  s torytel l ing  by  di ssect ing  a n d  cr i t iquing "Snowfal l ."

Blogging Ass i gnm ent :  Cri t ique a m u l t im e d i a  f e a tu re .

W eek Eight: M ultim edia Reporting Techniques

This w e e k  w e  will split in to  m u l t im e d i a  s to ry  t e a m s .  G ro u ps  will be  b e t w e e n  2 a n d  4 p eo p le ,  including p r o d u c e r / e d i t o r ,  
r e p o r t e r  an d  edi to r s .  P i t ches  a r e  d u e  W e d n e s d a y  a nd  will be  v e t t e d  in class on Thursday.

Blogging Ass i gnm ent :  TBA

W eek Nine: Other storyforms -  data, maps and memes (I am sort of serious about memes)

Stor i es  a r e  n o t  jus t  b r o ad c as t ,  p h o t o  o r  print .  M o r e  a n d  m o r e  in fo rm at i on  can be  c o n v e y e d  in o t h e r  fo rms .

Blogging Ass i gnm ent :  Data o r  m a p  post .

W eek Ten: W ebsite Construction

Read C h a p t e r  8 of  Digital Journal i s t s  Han db o ok .  W e  will e x a m i n e  h o w  t h e  s i te w e  a r e  w ork ing  on is p u t  t o g e t h e r  and  
h o w  CMS's work.

W eek Eleven: W ebsite Design

Take a look a t  t h e s e  sh o r t  ar t i cles  t o  e x a m i n e  h o w  p e o p l e  r ea d  a n d  c o n s u m e  w e b  des ign:  
h t t p : / / w w w . u s e i t . c o m / a l e r t b o x / p h o t o - c o n t e n t . h t m l , h t t p : / / w w w . u s e i t . c o m / a l e r t b o x / r e a d i n g  p a t t e r n .h t m l ,  
h t t p : / / w w w . u s e i t . c o m / a l e r t b o x / f a n c y - f o r m a t t i n g . h t m l , a n d  h t t p : / / w w w . u s e i t . c o m / a l e r t b o x / s c r o l l i n g - a t t e n t i o n . h t m l .



W eek Twelve: Town Project

W e  will s to r y b o a r d  a w e b s i t e  m a k e o v e r  fo r  t h e  UM T o w n s  Project .

W eek Thirteen-Fifteen: Town Project and M ultim edia Reporting Assignment
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