University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

1-31-1958

Sports players resist stereotypes
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Sports players resist stereotypes" (1958).
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 195.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/195

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

FROM:

J. D. Coleman
Sports Information
Montana University
Missoula, Montana

January 31, 195&

(NOTE: This feature was written as an assignment for a physical education class by Jerry
Young, a junior fullback on the 1957 Grizzly football team. Although a few sentences have
been changed by this office, the meaning and intent of the original story has not been
altered and the research was done exclusively by Mr, Young.)

By JERRY YOUNG
MISSOULA, Mont. (Special)— One of the most overworked jokes in our m o d e m society is
the tired yak about the boneheaded college athlete.

Despite the efforts of men like Les

Jordon, sports publicist at Southern Methodist, who annually selects an academic All-America
football squad, by and large, the public thinks of the athlete, particularly the football
player, as a thick-skulled oaf with little or no intellectual capabilities.
The responsibility for the perpetuation of this myth largely can be placed on the
shouldeis of the campus "eggheads," both educators and students, and a few misguided sports
writers and broadcasters.
The sportwriter thinks that stories about pea-brained gridiron gladiators are the epi
tome of hilarity and forthwith should be passed on to an eagerly awaiting audience.
The "egghead” apparently believes that the use of a muscle for anything except eating
is shameful and a sign of intellectual decadence.
And so the shopworn jokes about the football player who majors in basket weaving and
the basketball star v\ho has classes in "listening to underwater swimming," make their
wearisome and boring rounds.
Another apparent source of irritation to the pseudo-intellectuals is the granting of
athletic scholarships.

"Why give that money to musclemen who can't take advantage of an

education," they cry bitterly.

"Better to put the money in a fund for visiting lecturers,"

they sagely advise and point at some unfortunate athlete who couldn't quite hack the
scholastic battle.
Yet for every bad egg, if that be the term, there are two others who renew the adminis
trators' faith in the athlete.

At Montana University two such individuals are seniors Nase-

Rhinehart, Jr., from Missoula, and Don Williamson, from Butte.
Naseby Jr., or Pete, as he is known on campus, was co-captain of the football team
(more)
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last fall and has been chosen co-captain of the 1958 track squad.

Pete has three years

of varsity competition, one year of freshman football, one year of freshman basketball,
one year of varsity basketball and three years of track.
All in all, athletics has taken 5,599 hours of Pete’s time.

But still, with all the

time taken from his studies, Rhinehart nevertheless has a C-plus average through 11 quarters
at M.S.U.

To duplicate this amount of time devoted to earning an education, a student

would have to have a l|0-hour-a-week job for each week he attended college.
Rhinehart also is a First Lieutenant in advanced Army ROTC, a course that takes up
much free tome; a member of Silent Sentinel, a senior m e n ’s honorary; Alpha Kappa Phi,
business fraternity; and vice president of the lettermen’s club.

Pete also puts in 15 hours

a month on a campus job.
Williamson has a similar record.
straight ”B” average.

Don’s grade average is slightly higher— about a

Williamson has three years of varsity football competition, one year

of freshmen football, two years of track and one year of baseball.
will compete in baseball.
letics.

This spring he again

Through winter quarter, Don has devoted about 5,115 hours to ath

Like Rhineb=>rt he also puts in 15 hours a month on a campus job.

Don also is a member of Silent Sentinel; a distinguished military student and cadet
captain in senior Army ROTC; and a member of the lettermen’s club.
Their course of study hasn't been a pushover, either.

No basket weaving for these two.

Williamson is majoring in physical education with a minor in business.

Rhinehart is a

business administration major and a physical education minor.
While spending about 700 hours during fall quarter practicing, playing and traveling
to football games, Williamson and Rhinehart found time to crack such courses as, Industrial
Organization and Management (Williamson, C-Plus); Principles and Techniques of Military
Leadership (Williamson and Rhinehart, both "A's"); Human Anatomy (Rhinehart, "A"); Business
Law (Williamson, ”B”).
Yet Williamson was ranked 112 in his high school graduating class of 257.
was 136 in his class of 271.

Rhinehart

Neither remotely qualified for academic scholarships, but

Montana will gain two valuable citizens next June.
(More)

And they likely will be more grateful
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to their parent institution, if past records are any indication, than will the ones who
received academic scholarships.
"I don’t see how these kids can miss," G. P. (Jiggs) Dahlberg, MSU athletic director,
recently declared.
success.

"With their background and capabilities, both are bound to achieve

I would say that these two boys have been as loyal and cooperative as any w e :ve

had in the athletic department."
Do athletic scholarships and intercollegiate athletics have a place in m o d e m society?
Rhinehart thinks so.

"I feel that if I hadn’t participated in athletics, I perhaps

would have a higher grade average, but I know that my contact with people and the experience
gained during my athletic career more than make up for my low grade average."
Williamson is a bit more forthright. "I'd still be working in the mines if it wasn't
for my athletic scholarship.

I'll never cease being grateful for the opportunity to ob

tain an education."
Yet these two men are but typical of the thousands of athletes that have passed through
the portals at Montana University and have gone on to play.their vital role in making the
state a better one.
An education is a marvelous thing.
much as the rich and brilliant.

It rightfully belongs to the poor and average as

Montana's athletic program goes a long way toward providing

educational opportunities to those who, in the long run, may become the best citizens of
all.
Very few athlet.es
organizations.

yet have been called to task because of affiliation with subversive

The same cannot be said for the intellectuals.

