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AFL-CTO BUTLDTNG AND CONSTRUCTION TRADES DEPARTMENT
TUESDAY, APRIL 3,1984

O INTRODUCTLON }

Tranks, Bor.  [GEORGINE]

s

IT'S AN HONOR TO ADDRESS THE CONVENTIOM TODAY.

Snprt You ;
A Mo Uda{{
AND IT'S A SPECIAL HONOR TO SHARE THE PROGRAM WITH CHA TRMAN

ROSTENKOWSKT AND VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE »

| UNDERSTAND FRITZ IS ALL CHARGED UP ABOUT BRING HERE-

(N THE WAY OVER, HE HEARD HE'LL BE APPEARING WITH A YOUNG DEMOCRATIC

SENATOR FROM THE WEST=-WHO HAS NEW IDEAS.

/iklA

So FRITZ MAY RE READY FOR ANOTHER ROUND OF THOSE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES

THIS MORNIMNG-

RuT 1 ASSURE You. IF FRITZ ASKS ME "WHERE'S THE BEEF?” 'LL SIMPLY

REPLY
MoNTANA "

Bot 1 iavE A COUPLE OF BEEES OF MY OVH P WANT TO TALK ABOUT THIS

MORN NG
fagont
0 /\ BEEEF WITH STAGGERING BHDGET DEFICITS
) 0 /\ REEEE W OUR UNFATR TAX CODE -

0 N BEEF WITH LAWS THAT PROTECT LUXURY CAR OWNERS

BUT DOM' T GIVE WORKING MEN AND WOMEN A FATR SHAKE -



' f
. "]
Tie Der et DANGER y g Tioes
= R pds a2
4\> THE STATISTICS ARE FRIGHTEMING
R
WHEN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CLOSED 1TS BOOKS FOR 1985, 17 was

OVERDRAWN+ By 20/ BILLION DOLLARS:

AND THAT DERT KEEPS PILING UP-

Vil

AT THE RATE WE'RE GOING, WE'LL ACCUMULATE A DERT OF $3 TRILLION BY

end *( e cade
1990,

To PAY THIS DEBT OFF AlLL AT ONCE, EVERY AMERTCAN WQHLD HAVE TO

conTRIBUTE $13,000.

;;;25 THESE DEFICITS HURT US DRAMATICALLY:
o THEY TAKE MONEY OUT OF THE POCKET OF FACH WORKING MAN AND

WOMAN «
o THEY INFLATE THE VALUE OF THE DOLLAR-
o Trey MAKE U.S. EXPORTS MORE EXPENS IVE -

0 THEY MAKE FOREIGN IMPORTS CHEAPER-

0 THEY DRIVE UP INTEREST RATES-
about 2 mill ;o
o THey cost US Jops.
Aw, W?hST OF ALL, THESE DYFICITS MORTGAGE OUR CHHLDREN S —ELURE -

/

PHE\Q%JM FORCE

)

OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS, THE FEDERAL GOVERHMEMT WILL BORROW MORE THAN

FALE OF OUR NET DOMESTIC TNVESTMENT CAPTTAL TO FINANCE THE DEFTCTTY
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THERE WON'T RBE MUCH LEFT FOR PEOPLE WHO WANT 7O BUTLD A HOUSE, A

3 FACTORY, OR A SHOPPING CENTER-

4
THAT WILL SEND INTEREST RATES THROUGH THE ROOF s
PVq4 : .
;DﬂMLJLka END THE CHANCE FOR A SUSTAINED RECOVERY==IN THE HOUSING AND
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES IN PARTICULAR- '
DEF1ciT REDUCTION
CLEARLY, WE CAN'T KEEP BORROWING THIS WAY. ‘
WE'VE 60T TO REDUCE THE DEFICIT.
*;'%ﬁ THE CONVENTIONAL WISDOM SAYS THAT, IN AN ELECTION YEAR, CONGRESS

WON'T ACT.

T el Ja

BUT THE DEFICIT 1S INCREASING BY $22 MILLION AN HOUR-

WE CAN'T AFFORD HQT TO ACT-

THAT'S WHY 1/VE BEEN PUSHING MARD FOR CONGRESS TO ADDRESS THE DEFICIT

PREBE-EM NOW

e

e

¢

NOT A YEAR FROM MOW e



M

A A MEMBER OF THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEL, [ 'VE BEEN WORKING HARD
?ff:> ON A BILL THAT WouLn REDUCE THE DEFICIT BY $73 RILLTION OVER THREE YFARS,

MATNLY BY CLOSING TAX LOOPHOLES AHD TIGHTENING UP SPENDING PROGRAMS «
THE RILL'S NOT PERFECT. BuT I1T'S A STEP IN THE RIGHT NIRECTION.
Dok o de \eebes A Howe Than
IN THE Houst, CHATRMAN ROSTENKOWSKI HAS DRAFTED A SIMILAR BILL-

I COMMEND HIM FOR HIS LEADERSHIP AND PERSERVERANCE .

Toe BupeET FREEZE

RUT IN MY VIEW WE CAN'T STOP THERE-.

;:%i% THAT'S WHY ['VE JOINED IN A BIPARTISAN CALL FOR A ONETYEAR SPEMDING

FREEZE -

I1's ABOUT TIME WE ASKED THE PENTAGON TO MAKE THE SAME SACRIFICES

WE'RE ASKING WORKING MEN AND WOMEN TO MAKE-

IT's ABONT TIME WE ASKED OUR RICH CORPORATIONS TO MAKE THE SAME

SACRIFICES WE'RE ASKING OUR ELDERLY TO MAKE-

Sondle



[ THE LAST THREE YEARS:

0 DEFENSE SPENDING HAS DOUBLED
0 DISCRETIONARY PROGRAMS HAVE BORNE THE BRUNT OF CUTS

0 AND THE NEFICITS CONTINUE TO SKYROCKET

drer € T3 singy
THAT'S MADNESS »
AND WE'VE GOT TO PUT A STOP T0 IT.
THAT'S WHAT A FREEZE WILL DO.
IT WILL STOP THE MADNESS.

éi;z> _ [T WILL GIVE US SOME BREATHING ROOM.

AND QUITE FRANKLY IT WILL GIVE OUR NEXT PRESIDENT, A DEMOCRATIC

PRESIDENT, THE CHANCE TO BRING SOME SANITY TO THE FEDERAL BIHDGET-

o~
| KNOW B FREEZE 1S STRONG MEDICINE- I KNow 17'S CONTROVERSIAL «

BT OVER THE WEXT FEW WEEKS, [ THINK PEOPLE WILL REALIZE THAT STRONG
MEDIC[NE 1S NECESSARY.  Ann 1 THINK THAT THE FREEZE WILL ATTRACT A LOT OF

SUPPORT

Tax Rerarm

AMOTHER TDEA THAT'S ATTRACTING As84=6F SUPPORT 1S TAX REFORM.

PEOPLE ARE STCK AND TIRED OF A TAX CODE THAT MAKES THE RICH RICHER,

WHILE 1T PENALTZES EVERYRBODY ELSE.



...b_
LET ME GIVE YOI TWO EXAMPLES, BOTH INVOLVING CARS.
FIRST, LET'S LOOK AT HOW THE RICH GET RICHER-.

As 1T NOW STANDS, A PERSON CAM DEDUCT THE COST OF HIS RBUSINESS CAR« -

THIS WAS INCORPORATEN INTO THE TAX CORE TO COVER BASIC TRANSPORTATION NEEDS .

BuT, THE PROVISTON HAS BEEN ABUISED TO COVER A LOT MORE THAN BASIC

TRANSPORTATION NEEDS- | .
e examde Podor o) exto

A RICH LAWYEKZ?AﬁiBUY A PosH $43,000 MERCEDES FOR TRIPS TO MFETINGS
AND THE COURTHOUSE »

WITH A & PERCENT INVESTMENT TAX CREDIT UPFRONT == AND AW ACCELERATED
DEPRECIATION WRITE-OFFS FOR THREE YEARS, HE'LL RECEIVE TAX SUBSINIES WORTH
TENS OF THOUSANDS OF NOLLARS-

QQ\(Q Pn@ﬁb(_a(“/ (//‘/)')’(_,(ﬁ’g} VW »“{ < oA

N CALIFORNIA IMPORTED CAR DEALER RECENTLY SENT TAX ACCOUNTANTS A

TELEGRAM REMINDING THEM THAT THEIR CLIENTS cOULD OBTAIN A $65,000 Tax .

SUBSIDY FOR A NEW RouLs Rovce-

FOR THE LIFE oF ME, T cAN' T UNDERSTAND WHY AMERTCAN TAXPAYERS SHOULD

BECUNDERWRITING THE COST OF SOME LAWYER'S ROLLS. QOYCZ,

S0, A FEW WEEKS AGO, | OFFERED A SIMPLE AMENDMENT TO THE [FINANCE

COMMITTEE S DEFTCIT REDUCTION BILL -
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Wﬂ-f> OVER THE YEARS, COURTS HAVE SAID THAT THE COST OF COMMUTING TO A

REGULLAR JOR 1S NOT A BUSIMESS EXPENSE UNDER THE TAX CODE.

oo owt® bef |
INSTEA”, lTlS N PERSONAL EXPENSE, BECAUSE 1T DEPENDS ON YOUR DECISTON

ABOUT WHERE TO LIVE, AND YOU'RE FREE TO LIVE NEAR YOUR WORK PLACE IF YOU

VIANT TO»

Ns A GENERAL PROPOSITION, THIS MAKES SENSE-.

BUT THERE ARE EXCEPTIONS.
?5U)'\V€ koL
IN SOME CIRCIMSTANCES, A WORKER CAN'T REASONARLY RE EXPECTED TO MOVE

NEAR HIS WORKPLACE

: o
1%

FOR EXAMPLE! CONSTRUCTION WORK -«

IT'S INHERFNTLY TEMPORARY e

4&f€h°/+ fuafﬁbd
THE WORK AT ANY GIVEN JOB SITE IS LIMITED TO THE ATIME 1T TAKES TO

FINISH THE PROJECT

THE WORK 1S OFTEM SEASONAL, AND THERE'S MO GUARANTEE THAT THE PEOPLE

EMPLOYED REEORE A SEASONAL LAYOFF WILL BE THE SAME ONES EMPLOYED AFTER 1T

AMDY THE WORK 1S OFTEN INTERRUPTED RBY POLITICAL OR FINANCIAL FVENTS.
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IN LIGHT OF ALL THIS, CONSTRUCTION WORKERS CAN'T SELL THETR HOMES,

-
‘ ;) PACK 1P THEIR FAMH.TES AND MOVE TO EVERY NFW JOBSITE.

. hayld
[NSTEAD, THEY TRY TO KEEP THEIR HOMES AND FAMILIES INTACT; 40 toay Shovld

Y 5*04<_g{ MY

[ KNOW MANY CONSTRUCTION WORKERS WHO RISE BEFORE DAWN TO DRIVE 5()

MILES OR MORE TO A DISTANT JOBSITE, RETHRNING 1OME LATE AT NIGHT.

R WHO TAKE ROOMS NEAR THE JOBSITE DURING THE WEEK, RETURNING HOME

ONLY ON WEEKENDS -
Blivae exowpe
(JY\\{ .
IN. BFFHER CASE, THEY INCUR HEAVY EXPENSES.

BY ANY REASONABLE STANDARD, THESE EXPENSES ARF BUSINESS EXPENSES -

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS ARE NOT EXECUTIVES COMMUTING FROM QUIET SURURBS

TO SECURE JOBS DOWNTOWN.

THEY'RE SKILLED WORKERS INCURRING HEAVY EXPENSES TO FARN A LIVING AND
SUPPORT THETR FAMILIES .

st
Butr THE IRSADISAGREES.

FOR YEARS,  rHE TRS TIAS DEMTED TRAVEL EXPENST DEDICTTIONS TO THE MANY
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS WHO HAVE TO INCUR THOSE EXPENSES, BECAUSF MOVING NEAR

THE JOR STTE 1S NOT A REASONABLE OPTION.

\> GIVEN THES UNFATR STTUATION, WE MUST AMEND SECTION 1H7 orF THE Tax

‘ S Clapping
CODE 70 FSTABL IS CLEAR RULES THAT TREAT CONSTRUCTION WORKERS FALRLY- ’



1

..4:>

-l

T oaleny "‘// s
Trnr's wiy Senator Bos Packwoon ase=t INTRoDUCED S+ 1357,
/\.
THIS BILL WOULD MAKE 1T EASIER FOR A CONSTRUCTION WORKER TO DENUCT

THE COST OF TRAVELLING TO A JOB SITE LOCATED FAR FROM Hlé HOME -«

SPECIFICALLY, THE BILL WOULD PERMIT A CONSTRUCTTION WORKER TO

AUTOMATICALLY DEDUCY TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR-THF FIRST TWO YEARS HE WORKS AT A

JOB SITE MORE THAM 300 MILES FROM HIS PERMANENT HOME -

AFTER THAT, HE COULD CONTINUE TO DEDUCT TRAVEL EXPENSES ,-AS“LONGRS,

GIVEN HIS SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES, THE JOB IS TEMPORARY RATHER THAN
PERUANENT. K5 could At upe cornent 1y vude

THESE CHANGES ARE SIMPLE. THEY DON‘T FUNDAMENTALLY ALTER THE
EXISTING RULES. THEY JUST MODIFY THEM TQ REFLECT THE SPECIAL NATHRE OF

CONSTRUCTION WORK:  THAT WAY, THEY MAKE THE RULES CLEAR AND FAIR-

As A RESULT, MOST CONSTRUCTION WORKERS PROBABLY WOULD BE ABLE TO

DEDUCT THEIR TRAVEL EXPENSES.

CALL For Action

We INTRODUCED S+ 1352 LAST YEAR, SHORTLY AFTER CONGRESSMAN PETE STARK

[NTRODUCED AN EDERTIOAL BILL 1o e Honse
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STHCE THIS BILL WOULD FLATLY REVERSE A STRONGLY HELD RS POSITION, 17
WOM'T BE AN FASY BILL TO PASS.

ahowd of u
IIMI MEANS WE MAVE A LOT OF WORK FTI0-

FIRST OF ALL, WE NEED SUPPORT. THAT'S WHERE YOI COME IN. TELL YOUR

wee emyery o .
CONGRESSMEN TO SUPPORT H+R« 700+. AND TELL YOUR SENATORS TO SUPPORT S. 1352.

SECOND, WE NFEED SENATE HEARINGS . v/ rensient. A
e haed mo oty 8 puok rru scn

['VE ASKED THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE TO HOLD HEARINGS ON S. 1352

THIS YEAR. AT THESE HEARINGS, WE CAN DEMONSTRATE THAT THIS BILL IS A TAX

REFORM RILI:, THAT MUST BE PART OF ANY TAX REFORM PACKAGE -

ConclLUS [oN
THE “LUXURY CAR® BILL AND THE “CONSTRUCTION TRAVEL“ BILL THAT | HAVE

DISCUSSED WITH YOU TODAY ARE LAWS THAT OUGHT TO BE PASSED-.

AND QUTCKLY »

oSl
PASSFD BECAUSE THEY DIRECTLY ATYACK SOME OF ]H% VUNFATREST PhOVISIONH

OF OlIR TAX CODE-

. / .
WE STMPLY MUST CONTINUE OUR ATTACK ON THAT UNFAIRMNESSY (A The Tk CUX(L//

UNFATRNESS THAT SURSINIZES MErcEnes BeEnz ann RoLls Rover.



o [ERY
£l

HHEATRNESS THAT PENALIZES THE WORKER TRYING TO GET 70 A CONSTRUCTION

fﬁ>' SITE.,

-

‘ - L/(/‘\/f/ﬂ{{# I
UNFA IRNESS THAT UNDERMINES OUR FATTH IN THE TAX CODE AND IN OUR

Hm ¥

. GOVERNMENT
THAT'S MY BEEF.
[ KNOW 1T'S YOUR REEF TOO.
LET.S NOT-PREP—FHE-BALL
Lers
beTl s BEEF-HP-OlIR-EFFORTST+AND TAKE 1IP THE CHALLENGE-

B [F WE WORK TOGETHER, WE CAN LLOWER THE DEFICIT AND WRITE FAIRER TAX

Hiy

LAWS .

THANK YOUI+
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