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. Statement of Senator Mike Manafield (D., Moutena)
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Mr. Prealdant.

Just about & yoar ago, ve bad before us snother budget.
I am sure the Administrstion would like to forget about that budget.
I do not see, however, how the Senate can forget sbout it. It hes
o great desl of relevence to this budgete~the Administration's pro-
posed budget for the coming fiscal year, wvhich is nov before us.

Last your's budget, Mr. President, wvas the work of the same
Administration which hes presented this cue., Thet Administration is
ot composed of ‘vild-eyed spendare.” Ho. It is composed of conserva~
tive, responsitle Republicans. Last year, over the President's signature,
these conservative, responsible Republicans sent us, not & deficit budget,
not o balanced budget but & surplus budget. The Usited States govermseat,
they pontificated, would take in $74.4 billione and expend $73.5 vllions.
Thoat seans, they said, & swplus of §500 million. Well, Mr. President,
1t is obvious that the diffesence between §7h.4 billion and $73.5 billiea
1o $500 miliion. What is not cbwious 1s what happeaed to 4t Where is
the $500 sillion surplus which these congesvative, respoasille Nepublicans
of the Administretion promised us' It dissppeared. It disappesred in e
deficit of §lc.y billion dollarseethe highes:, mosteinflationary, budgetary
deficit in pssce-tinme in the history of the naticn. The Admianistretion
locked under the bed and ia the closets for the surplus Sut all it could
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find waz & deficit, & vast deficit. Somebody made & switch., Who did
it Bven in their most partisen tiredes during the lsst election,
Hr. President, Admialstrative spokesmen could oot bring thesselves to
put the responsibility for the deficit on the Congress. They could
only raise & hus and cry againet wild-eyed spenders who amight caure
deficits in the future. But viw is to blane for the present defioclt!
Some Nepublicens put the bhlame on the recession--vhich cut
estineted revenues. low, Mr. Presideat, & recessicn is not an aot of
God. It 1o not & flocd. It is net & dreught. It is & consequance of
the scte or inaction of men. In this cowatry, it is largely the coa-
soguence of the acts or inacticn of the Admiaistration, particularly
viva that Administration bse a Congress which is willing to respond to
any responsible reguests to prevent one, as the last Congress was.
¥hat beppened last year, Mr. Presidest! Did this Adeisistretion ask
for Congressioual actica when the sigas of recession began to appear:
o, it spoke lastesd of healthy readjustments or rolliang readjustmsats
or something of that kind, Loast yesr 1t took weeks of reiteration ea
the floor of the Senate sad House to bring the Adninistratiocs to the
point whare it would even recognize that there was & recession and it
vas 20t golag to be smiled or vhistled sway. It took plesding, prodding
sad pushing from the Congress to get the lesdership to act on that fact.
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By the tise the Administration was parsuaded, tens of billlons of dollass
of production end bvillicas of dcllars of vages and inecwms had alreedy
veen lost in industrial shutedowns. And, hesce, billicas were lost in
revesue. That wvas vhere the surpluc didappeared, and that was where
nost of the deficit ceme from. It came from shut-down factories end idled
hands, The Wowv dealt to the budget by the recession of 1:57-50 was grest
and the blow to humsn beings wes even groater.

But does & Republican Administraticn ever lemrn, Mr. President’
No, the Admindetration says wvages are oo high., The Adninistration say»,
watch out for the "wvildeeyed spenders.’ Do mesbers of this body thisk
their wages are %o high! Well, most Americans are eaming cousiderably
less. Moreover, I look sround this Chasber and I see no ‘wildeeyed
spendars”’ who produced the deficit in last yesr's budget. If I overlook
one, 1 should be glad to yield for the purpose of heving him pofated out.

1 should not have referred to the past, Mr. President, if the
pasner ia vhich this year's budget bas been presented did not suggest
that Republicen Administretions, in fact, never do learn. Cnce again
the political budgeteers have gone to wvork. Omee again we are promised
& surplus badgete-this time not $500 sdllion But $570 million--at & level
of 377 billion in expenditures. The vhole tricky business is presented
vith the stern admonition thet it is 'up to Congress. Now jJust vhat does
that memn, Mr. Presideat! What is it that is "up to Congress!” 1Is it wp
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to Congrede %0 inaresse this budget! Is 1t up to Congress to cut it
Is it up to Congress both W increase and %o decrease it Or does 1%t
mesn, Mr. President, thet if we run enother deficit of $10 or $12 bdlliea,
Congress will be responsible even if it does not slter a single figure.

There {s more in this procedure than the customary Adeinistra~
tion cbsessien vith balanced budget, which somehov it bes revely meaaged
to talance. Thie procedure of 1%t 1s up to Congress is a formuls for
the evasion of responsibility. It is political budgeteering of the vorst
kind. If the Administration believes in this budget of §77 billion then
vhy dossn't It say 0! If it does not them why has it besa pressated ia
this form at all:

Lest there be eny doubt sbout the political nature of this
mzmmmnﬁmnamuum
hists of & possible tax cut pext year, an election year. But in this
budget, taxes are not cut; they sre increasdd. What kinds of taxes!
Taxes on the higher breckets of the incohe tax! A closiang up of the
bolee which heve 86 twmed thess Lrackets into & sieve that evasion by
iaflated deductions and allovences nov borders on & natiocnal disgrace’
Ho, Mr. President, not that; that area is sscrosanct to this weslthy
man's sdninistration. Ho, the incresses in taxes in this budget are
directed at firet class postal retes. If we accept this budget as it is
ve shall be compelled %o incresse the postage retes on & letier from four
cents to five. Does the budget call for sz incresse oo the rates of juak
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mall, thet flood of sdvertising that fills our mallboxes! No, Mr.
President, that area, w00, 1s sacrosanct, % this advertising mea's
adeinistration.

Sot only postage rates are ilncreased, Mr. President, dut the
sales tax on gasoline will also go up under this budget. Still, this
Administration says it is uwp to Congress.  Perheps that i right, If
this Administration is detemmined to evade its responaibilities, there say
be 2o other way than through Congress to try % put scme sense into the
budget; to got & little more equity lato the tax strusture, % dlrect the
sttention of this callous Adwinistration to the human needs of the pecple
of this country, to their needs in edusation, in housing, ia the relilef
of dapressed aress and in vther fields which affect the wellebeing of
aillions of Anericans. We camnot run the fisances of the goverameat of
the United States from the floor of the Semate. But at least we can try
to soo %o it that they sure run with & little less political hucksterism
and budgeteering chicenery, with & Little more attention to the real needs
of the people of the United States.
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