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Hy fellow Delegates:

The same of an cutstending Americen, en cutstanding democrat,
sn cutstanding Censtor Les Just been placed before this conveation. 1
went to spesk to that momineation es coe who has known lLyadon B. Johnson
2 & friend and greet jublic servast turcug: almost twe decedes of service
in the House and Lemate.

Democratic delegates, when you consider tals nominee along with
the clhers, think io terws of the alssion of tae Democratic Party snd
woat he has done o advence it. This party of ours is mut the jerty whieh
divides. It is the party vhiech unites. It is net the perty of special
interests. It 18 the perty of all lav-abiding interests--fereer, lebor
end business. It is pot the party of Cetiolie, Protestent or Jew. It is |
the party of all religions. It is pot the perty of a section of the naticn.
It is the party of the emtire matica.

look at tils perty ia ite totality. Thes look at the record of
iyudon Johneon in relation to tuls totality. It is essy enough to ueke
compaign pledges to twe fersers in Horta Dekote, to negroes ia Nev York,
tw labor lesders ia Detroit, to suippers in ceattle or w reschers in
Montens. But tals party did wot win ite lsndslide Coangressional victory
in 1950 oo canpaign pledges. It won it oo the recoxd. And it woa it on
@ record aade in grest part in the Congress of thae United States. Ve
desocrats ia office have tried to meet tae weeds of all sections and groups
of Americens viw lock to the demccratic party for lesdersiip.




- B

ﬂhﬁQ@tﬁYMdmm
Johnson. His ves the grest respousidbility, the tasnkless but esseatisl
Job of "tending the store” that had to be dome for the perty and the
nation.

Ask yowrselves, wny fellov democrats, whether or not Lyandon B.
Johnson's leadersnip in the most responsible josition cecupied by o
demperat during these pest eight yesrs held tiis party together or
separated it. Ask yourselves vhether or not he did as wich as any man
could do to fill the hole in pationel leadership left by tue wholsoale
abdication of responsibility by this wenk and aimless Republicen Adainistre-
tion. Ask yourselves whether of not--on the verge of this 1960 Presideatial
canpaign--we wuld now be in a position to move ou to netional victory
without the Jjob of lesdership which Iyndon B. Johnson performed in the
United ‘tates ‘emmte during the rast six yesrs.

Test iyndon B. Johnson's leadershipy, 1 esk you, in specifics.
Test it inthe bhlocking of the Landrum-Oriffia bill, that thoroughly
ohmoxious mensure supportad by the Adsizistration im tae Congress last
year. Had it passed it would have alisusted and, rightly so, aillions
of wen ond women of organized lador from the renks of tae Damocratic Party.
Tise ond sgain Lyndon B. Johneon sent the Jemmte conferees Lack into oon-
feresce until as reascnable o compromise as was jossible vita iae louse wvas
outained.
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Test Lyndoa Be. Joanson's leadersiipy ia civil rignts legislatiom.
All the democretic cendidetes stand for umen eguality. The yarty ias
sdvoented equal rigite for ell citizens for as long as wost of us can

G resember. But the path to the schievemmt of this grest Americen ideal
hms to e peved with the back -dresking lsbor of sheping effective law.
And I sey to you delegates that while goodwill in these matters is
characteristic of all the demperastic cendidates and even the Republican
cendidstes, lyndon Johnson -sbove all otiers--1s respomsible for the only
two clvil rights laws wvhich have resched the statute books since tue Civil
Var. And T ssy to you Durther that he hes schieved this result without
resding willions out of the remks of tae demccrstic jerty.

Test the lesdership of Lyndon Johason in agriculture. iie Las
gone down the line time and again for the formers and the ferm econowy.
Hie hes worked shoulder to shoulder with the great Mid-West leamtor,
dubert 1. Husphrey, in attempting to develop a considerste; rational
epproach to the problems of the independent faruwer. e has consistemtly
supported the efforte of “enstor Humpbrey to get this Administration to
use farm abundances for the hussn velfare of Asericans ia need sad to
edvance the couse of internmsticnal peace. And ia Morth Dakota ot too
long ego we had an indieption of what this kind of leadershipy is golng to
wean in the Middle West in Novesber.

Fellov delegates. nsme your owvn specifics and test the achieve-
mmnts of Lyndon Johnson's lesdersaly in serving the total ulssicn of the
Demeratic Party which ig to serve all Americens. Hos he promoted the
unity of the party? (es he acted to sefeguard the essential unity of the
nation beyond party?
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It is cne thing to promise to lead. It is enother to lead s
perty end & meticn from the most responsidle position im this govermment
after that of the Presidency, the mjority lesdersiip of the Semate. It
is in that meselstrom of conflicting interests and pressures that he has
gained his experience. It is in tamt crucible of political ambitions
thet Lyndon B. Johmeon's sbility to put perty and naticn ebove self--the
ultimate test of leedersiip--has been proven.

faviag been sn eye-witness to the forging of iyndem B. Jolnson's
great record by his workdeys of 16 to 20 hours, by his bearing of insults
end immuendoes vith restraint, by his sdvencing of others into the linme-
light ia the lnterests of the perty and the mation, it grieves me now to
hear him referred to as unsuitable because he is & southerper. 1 do mot
rightly know wvhether, geographically spesking, Lyndon Johason cugit to be
identified as a southerner, e westerner or & soutivesterner. But I vant
to say to this comvemtion that the bigotry of sectionalism has wo place
anong denccrats and ve cugnt to condemn it with the seme vigor waich we
direct at religious bigotry. I refuse to believe that any Asericsa barn
in Texas is, fros the moment of his birth, automatically excluded from
consideration for any public office in the land.

I remind you that under tie Constitution, evem as there are wo
religious qualifications, there are also no sectional gualifications for
the Presidency. May I urge thet ve take %0 heart the insights of the
founding fathers in dreving W the Constitution. If we cannot stow
curselves as vise as tuay, let us at least reveal curselves as tolereut
as they vere more then 130 years ago.
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o be born in some section of the matica. e is usually bors into cue
religion or another. e has %0 be born of cae color or smocther and of
one sex or ancther. But all are Amsericans and, in the eyes of this perty
evea 88 la tae eyes of the Comstitution, all must be regended ae equals.
Taese fectuwrs, therefore, ere not end connot be tie besis for e choice
vorthy of this perly. I wge you o igoore thea oven & I kaow that all
decent Amevicens ia Lwir viedom will iguwore tuiea. 1 wrge you to bear ia
nind, as representstives of the perty of all the pecple, your one deepy sad
overvidiag responsibility. Tust respomsibility is o choose & candidate
vause visdom, whuse maturily of Judgaemt, viaose experience, wiose coupession,
viose dedication to tie nation best equips him to lead all the people of
the United Stetes. I urge you in making that choice to turm %o the out-
standing American, W e vutstanding dewocral wicse ncainstion 1 wow
second--I wge you o ture 0 Lyadon B. Jolmson.
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