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Compencement Exercises
Stonenill Collegs, North Easton, Massachusetts
Sunday, June 3, 1962, 3:00 p.a.

LATIN AMBRICA

1 appreciate deeply youwr kindoess in iaviting me to be with
you today and the honor which goes witn it. You who have just fianished
four years of work will understand the special charm of a degree which
is obtained without the completion of & siagle course-requiremeat. In
the circumstances, cne uight even forgive you & touch of envy, if the
good fathers will permit me to say 0.

In & more saricus vein, I appreciate this opportunity to be
wita you for a persounl remson. This visit evokes deep and poignant

menories. Many of you, 1 em sure, were acquainted with Mrofessor Brassil

Fitzgerald. Years ago he taught at Moutans State University even as in
recont years he taught here at Stoneaill. 1 came to him et a somewhat
advenced age for a college-student. 1 was 27 years old vhen 1 entered
Montana University. It was not so much that I vas a slov learner. At
least, I hope it wvas not taet I was a slov learner. Rather, 1 think it
vae & case of stubborness. In those sigpler days of high retes of
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any youth over the age of 12 could lesrn at least as much outside of
school s in it. It took many years to convinee wyself of the fallacy
of that belief.
S¢ 1 wvent back to school, somewhat scbered by hitches in the
Arey, Havy and Merine Corps, work in the copper mines and an assortment

of odd jobse 1 might note thet wy grestest career advencemeant in all
the years from drop-out % back-in was from private to P.F.C. in the

Marine Corps.
; Professor Fitagerald vas one of my teachers at Montsna University.
1 do mot kmov for wnat reason--perhaps beceuse he was also stubborn; per-
haps because he had e scientific interest in we as a prototype of the
contemporery school drop-out problem; perhaps because he sensed that I
would tax his great abilities as an educator to the utmost--but vhatever

the resson, he gave me fer move thsn & formal education. lie not only
sharpened wy grammer; he sherpened my wits. Most of all, he helped me
l to form a more sdequate perspective on humen affairs aad to develop a
seuse of self-discipline in participating in them. ile drew on the well-
springs of his own good and great character in order to give me breadth,
depth end direction.

His counsel, in class and out, together with that of wy wife,
set the bagic pettern of sy career in publie life. 8o, in reality it
is this early coatact with Professor Fitzgerald to which my presence
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of sweet gorrow which I feel in being here, a feeling which I know Mrs. { |
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Mansfield, who was also taught by Brassil, shares. For my career which
Professor Pitagerald did so much to launch hes now led me to this place &
vhere he ended his career just a short time ago. |

In life, Braseil Fitzgereld gave me some of my wost decisive
experiences. In death, he leaves me sowe of my wost enduring memories.

Among other things, Professor Fitzgerald encouraged wmy interest
in Latin Awerica. For awhile, I taught its history et Montana University.
And in recent years I heve traveled extensively in the Republics to the
south.

S0, in pert, in tribute to Bressil Fitsgerald and, in part, =
becanse letin Americe is likely to be of compelling importance to you '
in the years ahead, 1 should like to turn your sttention to that subject
today. 1 have chosen Latin America, too, because it affords sn opportunity
to try to impart to you scmething of the kind of perspective in which
Professor Fitsgerald helped me to view human affsirs.

If, es wosat of us do, you skim the newspapers for yowr informe-
tion on letin Americe you knov that until recent years there has been
very little news. Events in Cuba, of course, scted to enlarge the flow

of information. 8Still, the compogite picture of Latia America which
emerges {rom news-coversge remains flat and two-dimensionsl. It is like
8 phwtographer's montage of a handful of cendid camemn shots. 1 am sure '
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mish-mash includes a naked Amszonisn savage complete with poison darts.
It includes & child obviously suffering frow malnutrition and other
diseases. It includes a band of bearded revolutionsries, a snow covered
peak in the desolate Andes, an 0ld and beautiful Spenish cathedral, aan
Indian in high felt Lhat standing beside a llame, s family of dowatrodden
peasants huddled together outside a shack of a home, a studeat riot led
by communists, & militery uprising, rhwsba dancers, the futuristic city
of Brazilia and, most receatly, a Pesce Corps volunteer helping to build
vhat appears to be a well in a remote village under a sign which reasds
Alliance for Progress.

Bow, there is nothing insccurate in amy of these flashes.
Bech oue, teken individuslly, is & scene from actusl life in Letin
America today. But to be femiliar with these flashes, to lump them
together ss Latin America is to understand neither the region nor what
is transpiring in it.

Ve must ask ourselves, first, have we, with these end similar
mental flashes, seen all the elements in the situstion or Jjust s part of
them? Second, we wmust ask curselves, do these flashes--each of equal
psize and shape--give us an accurate sense of proportion with respect %W

the region?
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are not reflected in tails usuel concept of Latin America. To be sure
taere isc malnutrition im the region. The picture of the little child
suffering from i%, portreys the plight of too meny wen, wowen and
children who are its victims. And there is discase--all sorts of disease,
a good deal of which goes untreated. And there is illiteracy. And count-
lese willions are oused in rursl or urban shanty-towas. In short, pecple
in great numbers in Latin Americe are exposed to a life which is a con-
tinuous and bitter struggie for mere swrvival, from birth to death.

But there is aiso enother side of the coim. Millioms in lLatin
America ere well-fod and, in esome places, very well-fed. Particulsrly
in the large cities, there ere excelleat public health services, medical
facilities, thousands of first-rate doctors and murses. As for school-
ing, whille it le appallingly inadeguate in meny ereas, in several coun~
tries, it is good by world-wide standards and in at least some instances
it compares with the best. It may surprise you to leern, ia a region of
s0 much illiterscy that there are in the neighborhood of 100,000 college
sod university students and ywards of 50,000 vill graduate from these
schools dwring this present year. OSCowe will becoume teachers, doctors,
lewyers, eagineers, ecientists and so forth. In other words, life will
uafold for them pretty much as it will for you, except that it will have
more of a Latin sccent and, perhaps, offer less numercus and diversified

cutlets and opportunities.
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naked Amszonian savage. 1%t tells us that there is a primitive kind of
exigtence in the region. But does it tell us how small a part of the
population lives it? Does it tell us that, for the most part, the people
of latin America are more fully clothed than some of the tourists who walk
through the Capitol during a hot Vashington summer?

Or look for e moment at the picture of the msgnificent Spenish
cathedral, so much 2 hallmark of latin American gaidebooks. Do wve see
behind the magnificent cathedral? Do we see the thousends of parish
churches of these catholic countries? Do we see the thousands of hard-
working priests in these simple surroundings? Do we see them lsboring
in mich the seme way ss do priests in this country and the world over,
trying their best to minister to much the same needs?

Cr look, too, for a moment at the revolutionsries, the student
rioters, the military insurrectionists. ILook at the tableaus of tarror
and violence in vhich the newspaper sceounts freese these scenes from
Latin Americen life and then look deeper. Do not isolate them in an
empty beckground as a cemera does. Do not view them in terme of owr
experience, in which many avenues exist for the peaceful redress of
grievance, for the sssertion of populsr will. lLook at them, rether--
if you would comprehend their meaning more accurstely--in the light of
certain politicel fects of life in Letin America. View them in the light



in the light of ineffectual government vhich countenences widespread
economic and social misery and offers mo hope of alleviating it, Or view
them in the light of careless and corrupt govermment which exploits the
many for the personal enricimeat of the few., To see the violence--
abhorrent as it may be--without seeing these other factors is to see with-
out depth.

These are but a few of the gaps and the distortions in a two-
dimensional comprehension of the situation in Latin America. If all the
gaps were filled, if all the distortions were set aright, 1 daresay &
somewhat different concept of the region as a whole would emerge. It
would contain all these flashes plus meny others. In proportion, more-
over, some would loom very large snd others would hardly show st all.
Indeed, what would emerge would be 2 kind of curve of distridution. It
would embrace just about all of the elements which are found in life in

the United States, but in different proportions. The segment, for example,

which we regard as soclal advence would be saaller. There would de, in
lLatin Amerbs, proportionstely, & much higher number of people without
pdequate food and shelter and modern services for their health, personal
education asad development. There would be, proportionately, a much largsy

percentage of the people living on, working on and depending on the land for

thelr livelihood and getting very little return for their efforts. The

urben poor, proporticuately, would be more numercus, the rich more conspicuous
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tionately, a much more limited development of modern science end in-
dustrial technology and an even more limited dlstribution of its op-
portunities and benefits smong the pecple. There would be, propor-
tionately, less geogrephic and cultural integration but more rmcial and
religious integrati on thea in this country. There would be, proporticnately,
leas diversified and less productive economies. There would be, propor-
tionately, leas effective institutioms, less responsible government in a
popular sense. There would be, proporticnataly, wmich more fear of internal
political upheaval but much less concern with international conflict.

But let me ssy again, that these and other differences are
differences of degree, not absolute differences. Just gbout the same
great diversity of human exparience and humen hope which we find in the
United States is present in Latin America. Proportions alone provide the
significant varisnce.

And in this great diversity, there exists in latin Americs an
enormous potential for advence in every aspect of man hope and aspire-
tion. It exists quite spart from vhat we may or msy not do ia our rela-
tions with that area. {denerally spesking, ILatin Americe is not going to
go forvard on the basis of what we do or, indeod, by vhat any other out-
gide country does. It is golng to move, stand still or retrogress
primepily on the basis of what the Latin Americans, themselves, do or
fail to do.
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8 lonely figare end, alone, can have little significence in s continent
of thousends of remote villages, and millions of neglected humen beings.
It is obvious thet if the future of these villegers depended primerily
on Peace Corps workers we would have to find them, and pey for them,
not by the hundreds as we now do, but by the thousends snd tens of
thousands. gmmn,-Mhth-mmﬂ
a cost of weny millions of dollars is but & speck on the rivers and
streams of latin Amerieca. It is obvious that if light, power and irriga-
ticn are to be brought fo all the sareas of preseant and future need in
Iatin America under the asegis of foreign aid alone, it would take not
millions or hundreds of millions dut billions of dollars.

Jimilarly, & latin American military force based heavily on
military aid from outside will not automatically insure the security
of a Latin American country or the freedoms of its peopla. On the
contrary, it camn become a source of iasecurity to both wnless it has
mm:mzummmmmMMuMn
end responsidle civil govermment., Similarly, a Voice of America ex-
plaining the evils of compnisn--no matter how powerful end repetitive--
will not be heard in a nation driven to the threshinld of mmesive revolt
by years of neglect and oppression. A diplomescy of moderation, of
patience, will have little influence unless it is coupled with strong
links of mutusl interest in commerce, cultural enriGhment and the main-

tenance of pesce.
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Bow you will note that in weationing the Pesce Corps, foreign
aid, military aid, the Voice of America aod diplomecy, 1 have meationed
woat of the weans Ly wilich the United States conducts its official rela-
ticns with Latin America. To taen might be added the unofficial relations--
the business and loveslweni contacts vaicih we heve, the towrist coatacts,
tae Lighly signidicant privete educational, labor ami religious contacts.

Tet even when toese are added, what the United States does or
does not o will wot be the primary factor ia woat traaspires in most of
Latin Americe.

Do i mean o suggest, taen, that thess contacts ere unimportant?
ot at all., They are imseansely important, “ us as well as to Latin
Americe. But I thiok it is essential that we see their rule in proper

pergpective. it is essential that we recognise taat, for the wost pert,
they are periphersl t the situation in most Latia American countries.
They are mot, of themselves, the key to latin America's future.

Ihe key lies within lLatin America itself and the inner forces,
the native forces waich play uwpon each national situation. You young
people will understand that perhaps better than anyone eise. You are
subject to all sorts of influence from outside. Sometimes it is welcomed.
Sometimes it is not. Sometimes you resct favorably to it. Sometimes you
do not. But;, in the last anslysis, it is from within yourself, from what
you are and what you hope to be that your futures will unfold.
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gaidance and advice from cutside in some matters and sometimes they will
not. Sometimes they will welcome assistance and proffers of friendship
and sometimes they will not. Sometimes they will be misled by outaside
netions and sometimes they will mot. But in the last saalysis want they
do with their natioms and societies will be want they themselves decide.
In the long run, no other nation can make these decisions.

Once thet fundamental reality is appreciated, we can place cur
own role in proper perspective. Without the conceit of assuming ultimate
responsibility for what ultimstely transpives In lLatin America, we caa
do many congtructive things in latin America and together with Latin
America. In meny latin Anerican countries, there is a strong will to
close the time-gap in socisl end economic modernization es between them-
selves end the United Otates and other Western nations. There is a
strong will to have done with long, soryy histories of oppressive,
corrupt and iseffectunl governments and to evolve a new tradition of
stability, reasponsibility and responsiveness in government, a new tradi-
tion of dediceted public service for the bemefit of all rather than the
few.

Vhere such a will exists, it is not & question whether change
will or will not come. It is alvesdy in process. The significant gques-
tion is whether it csn come in orderly, evolutionary chammels. If the
pressures for change are great and the resisteance to change powerful,
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cussions and reverberations. Cuba is ean exsmple of what caa happen else-
vhere in Latin America. Indeed, we have seen just in recent wonths
situstions of dangerously high pressures for change and dengercusly Ligh
reaistence to change, in Venezuela and Argentina, and we are likely to see
others. The balance is still uneasy and is likely to remain so in muech
of Latin America for a loag time.

Do I suggest, then, that there is no rola for us? Cn the coa-
trary, 1 would suggest that the Allience for Progress and other elements
of our Latin American policy can be the greatest importance. But 1 stress
that they can de constructive, in amy significent sense, only when the
efforts of the Latin Americans themselves are clesrly directed towards
evolutionary progress. Then our policies and our actions sy, indeed,
provide a decisive margin, But to plunge into every situation in en
indiscriminate fashion ont he assumption that it all and always depends
on us is as fallacious as to evade our responsibilities on the assumption
that vhat we do doesn't really make any difference at all.

What we do does matter a great deal, for better or for wvorse.
And we must try to make it matter for the better. For we have a greet
stake in what occurs in Latin America. There is a trade of meny billions
of dollars involved. There are very substantial investments. There are
political and cultural ties which have much to do with whether this hemi-
sphere and wve as a part of it remain ressonsbly secure in o wost insecure
world.
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of the people of these other Americen Republics to build the institutions
through which to fulfill, in order and stability, the promise of freedom.

We will be able %o help lLatin America, we will be able to sct
for better rather than for worse as we refine our perception of the reali-
ties of that region rether then beguile ourselves with the superficial.
Ve will be in a better position % sefeguard our interests as we act with
a mature and sober restralint on the dictates of these realities.

I hope, certainly, that you will bear in mind this need for a
deevening of our understending of latin America in the event your futures
should carry you to that area in some official or unofficial capacity.

T hope you will remember 1t evea if your future sssocistion with Latin
Americe should be limited to newspeper reading. For, es you despen your
understanding, you will be in a position to appreciate and to sustain
those who have the heavy responsibility of trying to preserve and to
strengthen inter-American relstions for the bemefit of all Americans--
north and south--in the Western Hemisphere,
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