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Statement of Senator Mike Mansfield (D . , Montana)
At the Silver Jubilee Award Dinner of the Interfaith Movement, Inc .
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York City, New York
Sunday, June 3, 1962, 7:30P .M.

We have come together to honor a distinguished member of
Interfaith, a distinguished Senator and a friend, Ken Keating.
honor a man is a personal act .

To

Yet, in performing this act, tonight,

I believe we are trying to give expression to something greater than
our respect and affection for Senator Keat ing .

In saying that, no

slight is intended and I am sure that Senator Keating would be the
first to recognize it .
For what I am suggesting is that there are ideals which dwarf
each of us as individuals .

One of these ideals is that of justice and

equality and brotherhood in the human family .

And when we single out

an individual for what he has done in pursuit of it, we are really reaffirming the belief which we hold.

We are saying, in effect, here is

a man who has tried harder than most to do what we should all aspire to
do .
Senator Keating has worked for this belief- - this belief in
human equality--with the energy, vitality and dedication which he has
always had in seeking to strengthen the foundations of the nation's
freedom .
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I have known him since he came to Washington in 1946.
preceded him by four years.

I had

But in Congress four years is only the

twinkling of an eye and we were both what is known as junior members of
the House of Representatives.

Since the senior members in the House pay

little attention to junior members, we talked to each other.

We shared an interest in foreign affairs, and a concern about
trends in the policies of our recent ally, the Soviet Union .

We supported,

then, as we do now, those programs--for the military establishment and
foreign aid, expensive and frustrating as they sometimes are--that we
believed were essential to the survival of freedom.
So while we stood on opposite sides of the political fence, we
talked over the fence, then, as we do now.

On the one hand we have each

done his best to save the country from government by the other's Party.
On the other, we have often stood shoulder to shoulder in the Congress
when the showdowns have come on fundamental questions of foreign policy
and on fundamental domestic questions which determine whether the nation
goes forward to greater human achievements, stands still or retrogresses.
Your tribute to Senator Keating this evening does not derive from
his voting record in matters of foreign policy and defense.

You praise

him because of his contributions to human brotherhood, because he has
served the cause of amity between men of different faiths.

Yet the two

principal forks of Senator Keating's activity over the years and decades
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meet on a higher plane .

For effective national-security- policies on

an international plane and brotherhood at home are both essential to a
free and strong America .

And in honoring him for his work in the one

you are also, in effect, honoring him for his work in the other .
Tolerance between men of different faiths is a part of the
American heritage, so much so that, perhaps, sometimes we forget that it
has not been achieved for all and for all times .

If it were , there would

be no need for a movement such as Interfaith in its present form and
dimensions .

Yours would be a commemorative society, meeting, perhaps,

on July 4th of each year to read the words of our enlightened ancestors .
But in all honesty we must face the fact that full realization
of the ideal of human brotherhood still eludes us .

The great words are

still a challenge to us and not a literal description of our national
life .

Movements such as yours are still necessary.

Men such as Senator

Keating must still speak out, with courage and conviction, at those times
when our practices do not live up to our preachments .
I should like to make a few observations on the state of
tolerance in America--more particularly, on the state of mutual respect .
The most tolerant man in the eyes of some people might be one who held no
strong beliefs of his own, and to whom beliefs themselves were of no real
consequence .

Many people in this nation and in the world today are tolerant

in this way, either because they have been shocked by the persecution of
belief under totalitarian regimes, or because it seems easier to get along
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when nobody intrudes strong beliefs on anybody else; or simply because
the complexity and pace of the modern world makes it hard to hold any
firm beliefs at all--for what seemed true yesterday does not hold today.
In any event, the poet's words about the "hollow-men--headpiece
filled with straw" are, unhappily, an apt part of the tolerance which
exists today.

To my mind the tolerance of the headpiece filled with

straw is a far cry from the tolerance which is expressed in the phrase:
"I do not agree with what you say, but I will defend to the death your
right to say it."
I underscore a part of this phrase,--the words "with what you
say"-- because it assumes that you have said something with enough weight
and conviction to stir up strong disagreement.

In the same way, the name

of your movement--"Interfaith"-- assumes that you have vested, in something greater than yourselves, your faith, your convictions, your beliefs
about the meaning of life.
movement.

It would be absurd to have an "Inter-tolerance"

The Interfaith movement is founded on the assumption that most

men do hold beliefs so important to them that they can clash with other
beliefs, held just as strongly by others. And that because of this
potential clash, men must be reminded of their brotherhood, their common
sonship, their deeper human unity under God so that truth may unfold in
peace, out of their dissent,

. .
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There is a parallel to your movement in the democratic form of
government, especially as it is written into our Constitution .

The Con-

stitution did not envision a nation of conformists, without strong convictions and vital interests .

It was written to establish a government

where convictions and interests were expected to clash, but where no
single idea or interest might deny to others the right to be heard and
the right to survive and to participate in the evolution of a nation
aspiring to an ever-more perfect union.
This is a difficult ideal to maintain, and I for one hope it
will not get any easier .

The only way it could get easier, short of

the millenium, is by the suppression of dissent .

Of course, we have

had periods where dissent has made life miserable for the prevailing
view, but we have not yielded to the temptation to quash it .

We have

left that to totalitarian regimes where dissenters were silenced because
their convictions were intolerable to the conviction of the state .
Our quest has been for that society where ideas are thrust out
in earnest, where their acceptance or rejection has real significance,
and where, once accepted, they can be challenged by other ideas without
fear of crushing reprisal .
tolerant society.

The society that can manage this is truly a

.

..
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But neither ideas nor faiths are likely to carry that energy
when men "play it cool" because "one belief is just as good as another. "
In such a world, the real virtue of tolerance does not exist--there is
simply nothing to tolerate.

Only out of an honest clash of ideas deeply

held can come a transcending faith in the dignity of each man, in the
necessity to hear him out, to tolerate what seem to be his errors.
Each of us holds a faith that has, at one time in history or
another, been persecuted by men who held one of the other faiths.

And

so we know the value of a society where minority faiths are permitted to
live and breathe, where it is the policy of the government and the churches
themselves to allow all faiths ther voice in the common search for truth.
But because this freedom is precious, we should not confuse it with that
so-called "tolerance" where nobody feels very strongly about his faith.
The kind of tolerance which undergirds the nation and is essential to its
form and substance comes out of a man's commitment to his own faith.

In

the depths of that commitment he will discover his ultimate brotherhood
with all others who seek after the truth in their own way.
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G. RUSSELL CLARK

PRESENTATION OF COLORS
NATIONAL ANTHEM
INVOCATION

GREETINGS
AWARD TO COMMISSIONER KRAMER

Presiding

Senior Patrol Troop 3-162, Girl Scouts of America
HYMAN ROSEN
DR. DAN M. POTTER

SIDNEY Z. SEARLES, President, Interfaith Movement, Inc.
HONORABLE JOSEPH CARLINO, Speaker of the Assembly
HONORABLE JAY KRAMER, Chairman New York Labor Relations Board

PRESENTATIONS

RABBI ISRAEL MOWSHOWITZ, President of New York Board of Rabbis
RIGHT REVEREND MONSIGNOR JOHN A. HAVERTY, Representing
His Eminence, Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York
REVEREND DOCTOR DAN M. POTTER, Executive Director,
Protestant Council of the City of New York
HONORABLE RICHARD C. PATTERSON, representing
Mayor Robert F. Wagner

PRAYER

RABBI ISRAEL MOWSHOWITZ
HONORABLE LOUIS J. LEFKOWITZ
HONORABLE THOMAS E. DEWEY
HONORABLE JACOB K. JAVITS
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MR. SIDNEY 0 RAPHAEL
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Admtmstrattve Otrector·
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NEW YORK 17 , N.Y., U.S.A.

•

(212 ) Plaza 3-7144

ORGANIZED TO PRESERVE THE DIGNITY OF MAN , EQUALITY, FELLOWSHIP AND BROTHERHOOD

TO OUR MANY FRIENDS OF THE INTERFAITH MOVEMENT
HON. BIRDIE AMSTERDAM
BENJAMIN BROOEY
LOUIS BUCH
HON AOR IAN P BURKE
OR. JUDAH CAHN
ROBERT A. CARROLL
SAM M. CHARTOCK
LEON COHEN
OR JOHN V. CON NORTON
TEO COTT
HON JOSEPH A. COX
HON THOMAS B. OYETT
EMIL K. ELLIS
JACK FIELDS
IRVING J. FISCHER
JOHN 0. FLYNN
RFV S. SOLO FONTANEZ
OR. 0. l. FRIEDMAN
I. HYMAN GALLER
OR. EDWIN W. GARDNtR
SYLVESTER J. GAR MELLA
IRVING J. GELLIS
TOM GERAGHTY
ALBERT GODWIN
RABBI JACOB GOLDBERG
RABBI MORRIS M. GOLDBERG
RABBI HAROLD GORDON
SOL M HENDLER
HARRY HERSHFIELO
JACK HOROWITZ
HERMAN JAFFE
HON. JACOB K. JAVITS
ARTHUR KAMERMAYER. SR.
RABBI EDWARD E. KLEIN
MOSES l. KOVE
HON. JAY KRAMER
OR. ABRAHAM KROLL
THEODORE KUPFERMAN
REV OR JOHN LA FARGE
GAYLE J. LATHROP
M. J. LAURIE
HON. LOUIS). LEFKOWITZ
SAMUEL J. LHRAK
MAX LERNER
MURRAY S. LEVINE
HON STANLEY H. LOWELL
REV. R J. McCRACKEN
HON EDWARD J. McCULLEN
dON. JOHN J. MANGAN
OR HERMAN P MANTELL
OR. BENJAMIN E MAYS
MILTON M MEYER
HAROLD MICHELSON
JOSEPH MONSERRAT
JOHN A. MURPHY
LOUIS NORRIS
PHELPS PHELPS
RT REV. JAMES A. PIKE
REV. DAN M. POTTER
MAXWELL M. RABB
HARRY RABINOWITZ
ABE A. RAPPAPORT
JACKIE ROBINSON
JOHN A. ROSS, SR.
"BIG JOE" ROSENFIELD, JR
WILLIAM l. SAFIRE
RAYMOND M. SCHWARTZ
JOSEPH SEIDE
ARTHUR V SELIG
MONROE SHEINBERG
HON. EDWARDS. SILVER
DOROTHY SOKOLSKI
SAMUEL SOKOLSKI
HON. MEIER STEINBRINK
EMANUEL TARGUM
OR. GARDNER TAYLOR
OR. JOHN J. THEOBALD
LEONAkO WEISSBERG
LESTER L. WOLFF
RABBI JOSEPH ZEITLIN
RABBI JOEL Y ZION

On t his 25th Sil ver Jubilee , the Interfaith Moveme nt
extends t o you i t s most cordial greetings .
Amer i cans everywhere are troubled by a feeling of
frustration . In twenty five short years, we have fought two
wa r s , one global, the ether in Ko r ea . America has poured out
over seventy five billions in foreign aid in a vast effort to
pro~ote peace throughout the wo r ld .
Nevert1eless , the threat of w2r is spreading . Communism
has emerged in Cuba , close to our shores . Our sons are being
sent a ll over the world and 40% of the wo r ld ' s popul ation live
in countries whose institutions are foreign to our own ; and ,
in spite of all of our efforts , the world is not peaceful or
free and the battle for mens' minds end hearts is still going
on .
All of us reject prejudices and appeals to bigotry .
We voice plati t udes but there are not too many among us who will
give of their time , their energy and their all , sincerely t o
promote the dignity of man and equality of brotherhood . Not too
many among us will affirmatively act to carry out those principles
without which America could never have been built .
How fitting and proper then , on this anniversary , for
the Interfaith Movement to honor Senator Kenneth B. Keating . In
this era of continuous crises and tensions , Senator Keating has
s i ncerely , actively and devotedly taken the leadership in spon soring the Interfaith Movement and in furthering its ideals and
principles throughou t the land . As Co-Chairman of the Interfaith
Movement , he fathered the United States Senate Resolution creating
Interfaith Day . Under his guidance and leadership , Friendship
Clubs have been formed in our schools emphasizing the moral and
ethical ideals underlying tho Interfaith Movement , which , if fol lowed , will prove important and powerful forces for good upon
yound people everywhere . Under the Senator ' s l eadership , we are
beginning our second quar t er cen t ury of activity wh i ch has al ready spread to Puerto Rico , Vi r gin Islands and even i n Asia .
The seeds of a worldwide trotherhood movemen t are now bearing
fruit .
Senator Keating was one of the firs t to see the need
in America for a co- ordination of activities among all peoples
of diverse faiths ; and , not on l y through mere conferences and
committees . He has l abored with us in R Movemen t which could
and will eventually penetrate into the remotest corners of the
world , and in simple and direct terms tell the story of Interfaith
understanding .
We proudly salute the Senator and call upon everyone
to join him in this dedicated work of love , so that os we live
our brief lives , each in his own way, may it be said of us tha t
we carried fo r ward the great principles of understand i ng and
good will withowt which Am~e wo,ld coo oct '"'"' "' ·
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