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SENATOR MIKE MABSFIELD
MAJURITY LBADSR, UNITED STATES SaNATS
KLSS0ULA COUNTY BIGH SCBOOL
MISSOULA, MONTANA
dednesday, June 5, 1963 - 8 p.m.

O,

I am grateful to you mpen and women of the graduating class for
giving me this opportunity to be a part of your conmemcement. It is &
special privilage for mo because, as you may knmow, I newver gradusted from

S 1 laft sehool--dropped out, as they say movadays--at an early
_’ age. And 1t vas many years before I scoumilated enough good sense to go
back. By that time It was too late for a regular high school education,

I 1 mamaged to make up the scholastic requirements vhile working im the mines
in Butte and attending Muntana itate University. This vas made possible
because of the time and effort which the teachers of Butte High School,
Missoula County High ichool and NHomtama State niversity so gemerously
gave to help me to make wp the high school entrance units necessary to
became & regular student in the last guarter of my senior year at Nomtana.
Above all, it was made possible by my wife, Meursen Hayes Mansfield, who
vas then on the faculty of Butte High School and who was the source of the
inspiration, the cowage and the determimation which I needed %o achieve
(\, the goal of & high school graduate even though it vas without the privilege
' © of & greuation.




CORPY

I have alvays folt a sense of loss~-a kind of gap in ny life--
at never having experiomced vhat you graduates are now esperiencing. It
seans to me thet a high school commencemsnt 1s a umique and vonderful
moment. It 15 & time % resesber achievements as well as disappointeents.
It 15 2 tise % resssber your efforts and your faculty's efforts to open
nov doors for your development. It is a time to remesber the wamath of
the friendships vhich you bave made and vhich I know you hope to keep. It
is a time to remember the understanding end emcouragement and, yes, the
saxieties of yoar parents and relatives and friends who have shared these
years with you.

It is--a cosmencenant--a moment to telescope the experiences of
the preceding years and to fix for all time in mesory what is nov a wique
sogaent of your past. And it is--a comencement--a moment 10 recognies
that the curtalns of the future are opening once agaln ob a new setting,
even as they did vhen you entered high school and, further back, whem you
set foot in school for the first time.

If you thiak shout it, you will realize that esch tims the cur-
tains have opened in this vay on & nev phase you have beem more fully
eguipped by your acoumilated experience and sducation to assune a greater
responsidility for meking your owm wvay. At the samo time, each phase has
brought new poseibilities, new challenges and nev uncertainties.

At & moment like thie, I am sure that each of you has his own
thoughts and feelings sbout the future. They are individual and persopal.
And T would not presume to intrude, except to wrge you to include in them
a determination to continue to seek education im college or vherever alse
may be sppropriate for you.
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But there 18 one thing about the future wvhich is not persomal,
which you will share in the years shead. That is the kind of commmnity
and nation and world in which you live. It is the setting vhich you will
have in comon but within vhich each of you will develop in your owm
individoal way. This setting has great meaning for you, vhether you
realize 1t or not. Yom may try to ignore it but I essure you that it
will mot ignore you. It will cclor and influence your perscoal lives in
countliess ways and for better or worse.

The dominant characteristic of this setting in vhich we live is
change. That is the case nov and 1t is likely to remain s0 for & long
time to come. There is nothing nev sbout change. PFPresident Kempedy sald
recently: ~Sverything chenges but chamge itself.  Heraclitus moted much
the same thing 2,500 years ago when he wrote: “There is nothing permament
except ohange.”

Change has been at vork since the dawn of existemee. It has beem
at vork in the vorld, in the sation and in ocur State and commmity. If
you vant o appreciate its significance fully and vividly, may I suggest
that you look again at some of Charlie Russell's paintings. The artist
bas not put on canvas figesnts of his imagination. He has held wp the
airror of his talent to life as 1t vas lived in this State less tham a
bundred years ago. Compare & Pussell painting with whet you have known
in growing up in Missculs and you will bave a rough messure of the changes
which have taken place in your lsmediate settiag or emvircosemt in the
short span of less than a centwry.




T - . . e

COPY

Take saother measwre for the changes which have coccurred in the
mation. Montans wes admitted to the Thion in 1539 as the Mlst State. Bven
as the nwber of States has expanded to fifty, their boumdaries have been
stretched cercss 2,000 miles of water to Hawvail end north to Alaske and the
Aretic Circle. In 1539 vhen Montana bocame o State, the United States was
at peace with all pations ebroad. The Armed Forces totaled 40,000 mem,
virtually all of wvhos were in garrisons within the continestal limite.
Todey, the United States is also, in & strict interpretstion of the word,
et peace. BEut todsy, there are tvo and & half milllion men and vomen In
walfoem. /Amother millice men and women work as clviliens in the Defense
Sstablishment in order to keap these Armed fervices in & state of readiness.
Four bundred thouwsend men end vomen of the lrmed Services are stationed in
Western Barcpe. That, slome, is tem times greater than the emtire musher
wvhen Momtans Decame a “tate. And many wore thousands sre in the SVestern
Pacific and elsevhere in the world.

Tule siill other mess vee for the changes In the world. A
quarter of a century ago--say, it 1935--almost all of Afriea and such of
Asla vea in a state of politicel dependency on Vestern Surape. These areas
wvers, for the mast part, paselve columial regloms with little direct influ-
ence ar voloe in vhat was transpiring clsevhere In the worldd. Today, all
of Asia and moet of Africa are caposed--as you well lmow--of Independent
nations with warying degrees of influence and a most emphatic volce in the
affairs of the world.
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A quarter of a century &go, im 1935, the United States exportsd
0 the rest of the wvorld, products and services of one kind or another
vorth §2.3 billicn and lmported §@ billiom. In 1962, we exported $21.6
billion and imported $16.5 billiem.

A quarter of a camtwry ago, the United Jtates wvas concerned most
about the great depressicn from which 1t had not yot emerged. If the
United States thought at all sbout its security im the world, 1t vas @
comewin prompted by the repld growth of militarism in Cermany, Japan and
italy and, vith 1t, s decpening hostility to the United Jtates. Twanty-
five years later ve Lave prusperity in the United States although it is
uneven and States such as ouwr own bave not shared fully ia it. But the
attention of the entire natica is Dot focused todey as it once was on
sconomic questions withia our borders. 7The predominant coneern has beem
vith pational security and vith Cosmmism, as practiced in Fussia or Chins
or Cuba, or as it might be pursued in the United States.

A quarter of a centwy ago, the peak of unconguered Mount Zvercet--

29,000 fex in the clouds--beckonsd to the adventurcus. 7Today the Woolie=
239,900 miles in space--has Leem brought by science and techmology imto the
range of the daring.

“hat I have cited are but a fev dramatic indlcations of the kinds

of change vhich cur commmity-state, nmation and world have undergone, within

the lifetime of some present today. Indeed, the clder pecple here can add

any ouaber of other comtrasts to the list cut of thelr persopal experiences.
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As 1 moted, change is not & new fector in humen existence. Yet
the change of cur times iz differemt from vhat has gome before. It differs
in velosity. And it differs in ramge--in the great range of humen sctivity
in vhich it applies. The met result is that sach of ws as an individual
has trowble trying to keep wp with it, and, even,more, in trying to exercise
eontrol over its influence om us. For it is the kind of change which,
whother we wish 1t or not, intrudes deeply and persistemtly in our personal
lives.

fpeaking for myself, I must confess in all homesty that I could
do with a little less change and a little slover pace. But that 1s a kind
of wishful thinking. There is no stopping the world, even if wve wvould wvant
to get off.

The fact is that the forees vhich are producing this changs of our
tises are immonse and wniversal. If they are not very comtrolable by imdivi-
duals they are not much more comtrolebls by any individusl comsmity or State
or, indeed, by any individual nation. Rather than to look back wistfully st
the past, then, wve have no cholce but to live with the present end do vhat
we can~-gach of we in his owm vay--to help the cammmnity-state and the nation
to shape the future for the greatest possible well-being of those wvho live
today and will live in emerging generstions in this changing setting. And 1f
we are to do this, ve have got to grasp clearly, i cur understanding, the
major forces which are compelling the change, the unigue change of cur times.

A e e Y, T = I — p— ,,‘-i
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Iin this commection, there is, first, the force of population growth.
in cur owa Jtate it 1s somavhat 4ifficult to appreciste the significance of
this factor. Y¥e have a relatively samll population and a great expanse of
territory. Yet evem in Montams, population has growa in o half centwy from
370,000 im 1500 to about T00,000. In the same time span, the population of
the nstion has increased fros 92 milliom to almost 190 million and thet of
the vorld has exploded from one and & halfl billion to three billicm.

The city of Missoula itself is s micvocosm of this change. Its
population in 1910 was 12,000; today it is, a3 you kmow, sbout 27,000, Or
to take an extroeme cese, note that the land arca of Japan is sbout that of
Mogtena. But in Japan, there are mow close to 100 millicm pecple &s cospared
vith the 700,000 in owr State.

It 1s not & question of vhether this growth in population is &
good trend or & bad trend. The maln polnt is that it has ceeurred. 1% is
a reality which lies at the root of many of the other changes vhich confrumt
us.

ile numbers have grestly increased, pecple, today, no less than
TifYy years ago, obviouely still reguire food and water, clothing, shelter,
§904 health and recreation. That requiremesnt has not changad very much,
despite the calorie-coumting snd the Metrecal. But there are twice ss many
pedple in the world reguiring these mecessities. Add the increase in mumbers
to the universal pursuit of higher standards of living, that is, of more and
more things and services and you will have some measure of the pressure for
change which has resulted.
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70 meet this expanded denand, there bas beel a re-ordering of
vast discmsions in the wvay necvesities and other things and services are
produced and dlstributed. It wsed W be et by far the larger nusber of
Jasilics la Gw natlon grev or bunted thelr own food, made Weir own clothes,
bailt thelr owa house, and got thelr water vwith a bucket at the nearest
streas. That is stlll dome ln some rencte parte of this countsy and in
meny parts of Asla, latin Amarice and Africa. But, mow, less than eight
par ot of owr pecple liw on fames end even llese pocple, for the most
part, g0 %o the nearest slore for the lesgest part of thelsr needs.

o satlsly Giese vastly-incressed Gumen reguirements, the world
b Drought 0 bear & lmmense wsowmt of orgunized bumen lutelligwwe,
Wrough selence and teclmology--basically, through education. Ve have
made aa imcoedible mumber of dlscoveries aboul We enviromment ia whick
we live and hov o use and order 4ts cluments for humsn purpose. de have
leowined Lo draw Inmense amounts of foud from the earih aud wo have leswmed,
through the large-ecals crganlistion of tecimology snd the lavish uwse of
powsr W produce sacrmous suppliss of other pecussities. We have lesarned
how o saleguard health, hov 4o Xewp more pecple alive and how to leagthea
the life~span. 7This grout expansion of kmowlsdge Las Bot besn spplisd
evenrly, Ut it Las resulied io coumtless changes im ths wuy life has been
purcued at Lome and in the pation and in most of the maticns during the
past hall ceatury.




A CQPY

In spite of these wast aghievements, 1t is cbviouws that the
problem of supplying the needs of an sver-expanding husan population has
not yet besn adequately met. It is & fact that tems of millioms of people
throughout the world--in Asla and Afviea, pamiiculariy--live from hand to
osouth, never far from the borderline of starvatiom. It is a fact that even
in our own country, millions of ecitizems 4o not have a sufficient supply
of life's necessities as we presently define these necessities. It iz &
fact that sdequate medical cars iz not avallable to many Americans--notably
older people and that hundreds of millioms throughout the world bave only
the rudiments, i that, of vhat sciemce can provide in the way of health
- safeguarde. It iz a fact that many of cur great and espanding urban centers
] and even our smaller eities ars rushing hesd-long into a most serious problem
of pure watsr supply, a scarcity of asccesaible recreutiomal facilities and
countless other difficultiss assoclated largely with population comcenmtration.
The growth of population and the espanding comcept of thie stendard
of living have been major factors in setting in sotiom still ancther stimalus
to the change of our times. The world pot only bas to swply & wastly increased
smount of goods and services but, im order to 4o 80, it has to bring pecpls
and rav materials from great distamces to produce them and it bae to distribute
the inished products over wvast distances. 7This has led t0 & sciantific end
techmological revoluticon im tramsportation and commmnications. de are novwe-
in this State--in almost simultemecus comsunication with every other part of
the pation and world., Indeed, if there vere radio receivers--es we know theme--
on Verms, we could cammmicate with that planet. Major Cooper's recemt flight
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resulted among other things, im clear photographs of thousands of square
miles of the earth's surface in a single shot. Telstar, the communications
satellite, cast the TV story of his flight simultencously in the United
States and Burope.

insofar as transportation is comcerned, we can sense the immens!ty
of the change by noting that half-a-centuwry ago there wvas s total of about
500,000 motor vehicles in the United States and mot too many roads fit to
carry them any great distance. Today, there are 75 million vehicles and
the Ttates are mit together with an intricate and grovimg system of super-
highways. Nor is this chenge confined to the United States. Throughout
Weatern Burcpe, in latinm Ameriesa, and in Tokyo snd mamy other Asism and
African clities the sutomoblile is now ommipresent. And this symbol of the
rapid and vast movement of pecples will became, no doubt, universal in the
near future.

Motor vehicles, of course, are only & part of the story. 7o olte
ancther of many changes, commarcial jets flying various national flags, as
you kmow, cross the oceans coumtless times a day and in a matter of hours.
And, iromically, in some of the more remote perts of the world, these planes
are serviced by locally trained and expert mechanics who have never seen a
train .

How these changes, and others like them, add wp to a high dagree
of maman contact and interdependency. It is, morecver, an ever-increasing
contact and interdependoncy between the peoples of commmities and the
dtates, and significantly, betwesn the pecples of many mations. Scarcely
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& contury ago & Wip of Fily milec ves & major espedition requiring at
least a Jday 1o msay pacts of the mation. People now drive Uat distance
cach morning W wurk and agals &t night ia retwining home. A centuzy ago,
nelghbors vere he pecple whc lived pext door or atl most, in the next town.
it is commcnplece Dow o cross We slix or seven thousand miles of the Fagifie
in less than & day. And owr asighbore we not caly those close at bhand bus,
in effest, people wyvwhere in the metion or in the world.

with this expanding catact has come, inevitably, not only the
interchange of goods and services but also the transaissicn of ldeas throughe
out Wie nation and the vorld. And cne idea has bean signilicent bayond all
others: the idea of egual human vorth and egual opportunity. This ides,
may I say, receives its finest eapression in the Declaration of Independance
and in the Comstitutica and it ropresents one of the great comtributicns of
this nation o the peupie of the entize world. It is not, however, & placid
iden. AL Slmes, 1t has Leougut strife and struggie O many other pesples,
even &8 it 4ld 0 the Thirteen olonies. At times, it has produced sucess,
coalwslon, chace and dlsagpointasmat at Lomo as vell s avroad.

AlSer more Wan a4 centiny and a balf apd & grest Clvil Yar o are
#%il1l perfecting the practics of the concept for all of our oitizens. And
a3 you have secn la recent weeks, wo are sometlnes Brought, by the process,
10 the edge or over the edge of viclasce. That slese shuuld laduce st APpLoe
priate huallity and would suggset that we be moot patient with thae sbroad
who bave had far leoss esperismce with this idea, this ideal of equel ummm

worth end equal cpportunity.
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But let there be mo doubt of 1ts fundamental walidity. Sven as
‘ it 1s for ourselves, it iz wailid for all msakind. Bven as this ideal was
“ valid et the time of the Americsn Hewoluticm it is valid in our own time
end 1o the time which is yet to come. Indeed, you may count om it baing
very much in the forefromt of world developments throughout your lifetime.

is a final major charecteristic of the change of our times, I
would point cut that the contact among pecples and among nations during the
past guarter of & csatwy has als0 brought with it one great negative result.
It has brought sa increase in human hostility. hatever the campound of fear,
lack of ynderstanding, agsressiveness and arrogance whiech has produced this

= hostility, it is a most dangercus phenomencn. To be sure, hostility is mot

= uniqus to the comtemporary world. The Indians and the sarly settlers knew
it--one of the other--and cattlemen; sbeep-herders and hamestesders knew 1t,
one of the others. The States have known it in the past and still, to some
degres, know it. Hations bave beem fighting wars because of it from the
beginning of history.

But vhat gives hostility its immense importance im owr times is
vhat 1t implies in & heavily populated world. in en istimately imtercoanected
world, and in & world in which sclemce and technology have developed, in
response to 1t, military veapoas of guick and overvhslming devastatiom.

Almost simee the end of Sorld War 11 we have lived comtinuously on
the briesk of World War II1. Time and again and, most recently, in connectiomn
vith Cuba, the world has locksd into the abyss of the destructiom of civiliza-

Ty tion as we have known it. No matiom, whether it be Free, Commmist or whatever,
is ssune to thies threat to civilized survival. Bor is sny area vithin any
nation ssoure from it.
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We have lived for so many years vith this situation that wve have
tended to become mentally callowsed to it. But 1 vould remind you that here
in this Jtate, there 1o & miseile compiex centered on Malmstrom Alr Force
Base in Creat Malls. It is equipped with devices which can carry immense
destruction thousands of miles in a matter of minutes. And 1 would remind
you, two, that these devices are there because scarcely 3,000 or 4,000 miles
avay--and 1 refer not to Cuba but %o sites to the north and wvest-~there are
slmilar devices, simed in this direction, vhich are perfectly capable of
destroying wost of the life in Montans in & matter of minutes.

1 o a0t senticn these matiers W [rightes or t startle you. They
are alsply some of the major facts of ouwr times and 1 have spoken fmankly to
you of them Decause you are mature snough to understand and sppreciate the
truth. I bave evary conlidence that ia the future vaich nov belongs largely
%o you, you will be able to grasp this situation and deal effectively with
it. It is the vay of cur c¢ivilization to pass on to sach succesding generatisn
not caly its accumilsted achisvements dut alse the scoumiiated errors. e
4o 0 with the hope and comvietion that the successors will be better equipped
in understanding to be able W rectify some of the latter and leave the world
& batter piace in which to live.

I 4o not know your individual plens and bopes snd expectations.
But I &0 knov that vhatever they may be you will have a greater chance for
realizing them, as you are sguipped to understand and to live with the
realitiszs of the comummity-state, nation end world vhich ve share.




That is wvhy I stressed o you sarlier the importence of comtinued e
education in college or vherever else may be sultsble. Dducatics is cme of e
the grest beys to the future, not only to the future of menkind but to your G
individusl futures. It will help you 10 sce the setting im vhich you live-- ,
to sew 1t, not 1u bits and pleces, bub to see 1t vhole-~the good and the bad, o
the nits and the possibilities, the sosts os well as the bemefits. And 1% 3
will help you to understand by the minute hand of the clock of history cemmot
be lsolated and twned back while the hour hond moves forvard relentlessly.

Moy 1 suggeat to you, too, that no matier vhere youwr pathc may
icad--and ip this vorld of change they can lead wery far svay indeed--that
vou 4o mot forget the roots of home and commmity. For it is from these
roots that you kave grown to mambood and woemnhood and from these roots you
will comtinue to draw stremgth end stebility throughout your doys.

You will meed that stremgih. Por it is a complex sand d1fficult
world vhich has clowed in om us all., Dut with that ctrength and with what
you youreslves will add to 1t out of your own capacitias you will have vhat
you naad t0 shape your own lives succesofully and to contridute youwr shave
to the building of a more peaceful and satisfactory house for the luman fweaily
in this commnity and Otate, in the nution and in the world.

1 vant to take this opportumity, finally, o salutc each of you
persomally, to thenk you for the comtridution which, whether yom reslize it
ar not, you hawe alresdy mede to the rest of ws and to wish you the best of
evarything ia the futwe. I know that you will hawe your feet on the growd




Fou join vith the rest of the vorld in the grest delving
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