University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana

Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and

Interviews Mike Mansfield Papers

10-25-1963

Convention of Montana Educational Association Compromise in a
Democracy

Mike Mansfield 1903-2001

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation

Mansfield, Mike 1903-2001, "Convention of Montana Educational Association Compromise in a
Democracy" (1963). Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews. 515.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches/515

This Speech is brought to you for free and open access by the Mike Mansfield Papers at ScholarWorks at University
of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews by an
authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.


https://scholarworks.umt.edu/
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mike_mansfield_papers
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fmansfield_speeches%2F515&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches/515?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fmansfield_speeches%2F515&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu

Spesch Giwee by Secslor Wike Momsfield (D., Montama) befure the
Convention af the Mootane Education Asso iation
Missoula, Mostacs, October 55, 1963

: It s vith grent perwosal pleasare ibat I meet with you vodsy.
I have enjoyed & loog affinity with the MEA, os & tescher in fect end in
retroapect Gver Lbe years.
In undestaking this speech, I am reminded of cse gives by &
. Penpay lvenls Congressmern severnl years ago. The Congressumn wesd coms
gratulating himself for giving what be comsidered & retder good talk
| when & lady spprosched him. She wes most snthusiastic and excleimed %o
the (angressmas: You: apeech wes simply superfiucus, simply superflucusi’
Asmuming sbe wae pulling Bis leg, be replied iz the same wein, “Thesk you.
I'm thizkiag of bavisg thet apeech published posthumoualy.” Again she was
full of enthuslesn, and sald, "Yes, yes, the scomsr Vhe better!” There i
8o doubt that & similer camsent on &y speech today would Do greeted wiidk
A farvent approval in sume politicel circles in Homtsns. But a8 an educator
wmong educators I anticipaie o scmevhst Sore SUpEthetic Lrestment hers
regardless of your palitical views,
When I vas asied Lo speel, todsy, several toplce vere suggested,
The ose estitled “Compromise in & Demdcvecy” caught ay stiention at ouse.
Thet 1s mot strenge, sisce the vord "compromiss” is very fregueatly
sseecisted vish the word "politics.”




An overvoried, Dt nevartheless oocursie phoase aistes ey
polities 15 the it of compromise, or “the art of things possible” ss
Count Cavour put 1t & century age. Unfortunately, there are thowe who
=8 viev both “comgromise”’ and “politica” as sqgually soxious terms. But 1f
et viev hed predominated in cur his Soay, this setlon would have not
Enowvn an orderly evolutiom. without the constent erercise of
comproamies, & populierly responsive snd respomeible goversment such as
wve kaow oould mot exlst.

Ve have lemrmed, through experience, thet compromise la s
wseentinl ingredient of a governmest by comsent, IThe histoery of our
oun Stete is & good sxanple. The wredition of cur sarly yesrs, as you
well know, i3 sceented wish viclence. Nasy of cur ploneers were vetevans
of the Clvil Wer sud cur eaviy history reflects some of the vindicative
sfvermeth of that confliet. Vigilante lav and the guivk drew, nol vom-
promise and due proowss, were sa esrly and accepted way of dealiag with
difforences. 18 bomesty, bowever, I suspect that the sctual cssuslties
waich resulted from this spprowch im all the early years of the State's
setilement do ot egnal the cerrest culput of desth bWy vivlense in & ween
of 3/V westerns,
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We have coms some distence since thoes early days. Office-
bolders, today, are 5o longer removed by hanging Wt rather W the
mere reflasdesand, presussbly, less painfule-process of the bellot. I,
peracoslly and usdevetandably regard this as & grest schievesent.
One of the XZeys o this Wransitiocs has bees L2e gensval
revogrition thet an orderly soclely ie incoscelveble in the abeence of

the will %0 compromise., 0 ssy this i W0t S0 defend those lastances ia
which vompromise ropresents an sduse of public power sad & vielatlon of




public trust. But I do say thet the view which teads %o bold cempromise in
contenpt i3 & moot unlortunate one. And 1% does 20t matter whether Shis

viev i3 spplied in loeal setting, in stete or matiomsl pelitice or, isdeed,
%o intersational problems. For it 1o Wt cne step from the dlsdain of come
pramise to the spplicetion of the opprobrium of appessement or “sellecut”
te all vho practice this esevatial ere of politicele~indeed of all--busen
relaticns. And to cest aspersions upos ihe efforts %o solve by compromise,
problens which defy the simple volution is to lovite chess. Aod with i,

would caly come & return t0 the law of the vigilaate und the guick drawe

this, iz a world o vhich one quick draw Ln the fiaal saalysis sy be the
last,

17 shere is anythiang which I have learmed (3 mere than two
dovades in Congress, it is that lssues which have osly wwe sldes--end
which can be dieposed of largely on the basis of all right or all wronge-
ave for the most part either unimportest, old asd setiled matiers or
rerely, sev qaestions whlsh, 8ot iafrequenstly, have traglic lmplicsticss.
The Doclaretion of War sgaisst Japan, for exaxple, wes pussed i less than
a day end with only one dissenting vote in both Rouses of Congress. It wes
# clearecut iseue But 1t wes slse & tragle lesue.

1In Congress, today, wost dafesde mersuses wre alse peosed by
nearly wseninous wote. fThe pecessity for them is clear-<ut and long
eslablished and remaine essenilsally uwnchanged in the sbses:e of significest
chaage in the world situstion. In every Comgress, of ccurse, we also puss




sy miser bills unesimously. But for the most pest, they iavelve the
relief of @ elngle citiven vho is some way or other has suffered scme
chvicue lajury st the hands of the govermmest or other matters of very
limited impll etiom.

But with respect to aignificamt new lsoues, guick and unsaimous
agreement is unusuel. There sre Just ‘oo say millions of persoms ia
this country, 0o mary groups end subegroups, wvhose loterssts are affected
Wy she peseage of legislstion. HNeve sre some of the more cbviews divisione
within our soolely.

8 Thers are ten dlotimet geographic divisioms snd countless
subdivisions in the United Stetes, osvh with its owa pecullar prodlems
snd loteresis,

#8  The last census ehowed 125 miliiom peaple llving in wrben
areas and 54 mililcn i rural eress. Uhe Pormer stress that the
rescurces snd energies should be directed tovard cleaning up elums, ime
provieg smas (rensporiation systems end » thousand other worthwhile goels.
The latter call for greater isvestment in conservalion, @more emphasis os
strengthening the sgricultursl and livestock ladustries and 8o forth,

 Over 20 millioe Hegroes and sumerous whites of alavst every
religious demonination sei fo eguality o trestmect Tor all Americans
in 81 walke of life and Jdesand that 1t be gives today. Other millioms
resist this effort and urge, in effoct, there %o & slowedows in the
procoss of applying with grester equity the promise of the Comstitutien
e all cltizeas.




* There ave more thean 18 million persons over 63 yesrs of
sge, Aany of whow are liviag cut Welr fisal yesrs in poverty and fear
19‘ slekasns, They ask that the rest of the mation conslder
thedr past contributions, 1f %ot the future to which we aze ail beaded,
by providisng a self-respeciing and sdequate systam of ingurence ageainst
the major fineneial hesards. Yot there are some-eand I would hape not
00 Bery S@ericanse-ubo would begrudgs ey euch system to older cltisens
especially AT 1% 18 under the gemerel combrol of the Federsl goverument.
But bow othervice 1t might ls sdequately provided is mot mads clesr.

&% (o the other end of the age spectium, theve sre some TU
aillion pevsons under the age of 76. Thelr nesds, if we are to look to
& stable matiunel future, imclude sdeguate access to higher education,
commensurate wiih ebility. They include im msmy parte of the mation
sufficient cleserecss and teschers st all levels of educstion, And
they include sction to open up Jobs, %0 eal ill-advised or avoldable
schosl drop-cuts, and Lo develop & swund, wellervandsd nstional spprosch
%o the mowniing dellnguency problems of cur young peaple. Asd no one
kunows betier thas educators that he term Juvenile delinquescy covers &
complex maititade of factors whilch will not be dispelied simply because
we have assigned them this glib neme and theu wrung ur hands and deploced
the neme .
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There ie, oo, a3 still saother sapect of cur naticoal diversiwy,
the endless coaflict of isdustrlal lateresty as among themselved and with
agriculiurel lstereste. Pouler)y raisera in Qeorgis end beef producers ia
Homiame end thels Congressaen and Sowsturs, Locluding me, watch vith growe
ing concern the rising laports of thelr prodacts into the United States.
Detrolt workers who owe thelr living is pert %0 the export of sutumotive
parte fear whet tariifs which we lmpose will bring retalisticn egainst
tham,

he g vernmont sustaine prices for rew cotten produ-tion ia
erder to halp one get of facmers. The cotbom Lo disposed of at bargaln
tems sbromd 1a order L5 heep ihe stockplles fram mounting oo bigh.
This targainetem cotton ls smumlecured (ato varicus testiles abroad
an! vhen some of these are esported to the Usited States, wo face the
complaiste of cur owe towtile produwers in lev Sngland, or, indeed, in
the same stetes where the cotton ls growm, And so it goes end we do the
bost we can o desl vith these inconsistencies waile et the same time,
mw.nuummwammmm
of the land and for all groupe in the econcuy.

*%  In the politicel srems, the moncpoly by the Bepublicans
snt Democrauts lobds some (o suppose thet there are caly wo walledefined
perties in the netion. But there are other political and quasi palitical
bodles competing for public scoeptance and there ore vepeated dlvisiens
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ssd alinements within each party. I 18 sigeificent, Tor example, thet
in the vote in the Senste on retification of the Maclesr Test Ban Tresty,
: 25 Rapublicans jolmed 33 Demoorats in sugport of the Treety vhile oaly
@ Republicans joined 11 Demecrets is oppositios.

B Anyone ¥ho has bed the spporiumity Vo Lravel ibe length and
broadth of this great land camnct bul be amsscl &y the tremondous
vitality in 1te diversily. This quality contributes much to our
strengih ead cur greatunes. At the seme Clme 1t 18 & mejor souwrce of
the need for compromise. ALl of the diverss interests musl somehow be
contained withis o brosder concept of naticoal isterest. PFor, iu e
lagt analyeis thers is no futare for agriwsliure im this nation unless
there 1e alse & future for industyy and the reverve is true. There 8
me future for protestents unless there io also & future for Cathelics,
Jows and others snd the reverse Lo tvae. Uhere 1o vo future for the
Begre Lf theve L8 ot slso & future for the Vhite and the revarse is
tree. There is ne future for Montans AT thers i» not also a future
for the other Utates and the reverse {2 trus. In short, the diversitics
of interest must In some way find, through :cmpromies and mutual restraint,
& comaoR meeling place in U natizsal interest snd a comson hope ln the
petion's future. Unlese they do so the Lmmense strength sad vitaliny of
% he whole may be exbousied iz the bitter sehlsms of ihe parts.




This vaslon has grova great sad s grest, im short, preclisely
becouse wo bave lessued She art of caagromiss. I has glven us & powere
ful waity whi.k sndergirds cur positlion ss & sation in the world and
provides stable progross ot home. Throughout sur hissory, only the Civil
¥ar yields ez exsapie of the svervhelaing sod devastating rejection of the
process of compromise. Thei one sxcepticon ceme wvhen the passion of vearicus
groups for Wely own polnt of view grev 80 overweening &s 1o foreclose
setismal recobciliation smong ihem. And eveo todey, we are hausted by this
fallure of o cenbusy ago. Problems vhich aight othervise beve long sluce
bren resalved are still with ws. And we have sSill & ALITicult wy to o
belore Whe recisl and sectlonsl fears and suspl:ioss sad aisunderstandings--
the grim heritage of that ome grest fallurve-sre Fisally laid to rest, as
wne day Shey will be.

¥e would de welil to vomsides sume of the factors which complicste
he ert of aetesl scccamedalion sad mee more dlificely Wie tesks of this
sablos. There sre two which stand cut and which bave = special wrgency
for us today. I hove Stouched wpon cue of these already. IS bas %o do
with the agparent compulsios of some o losiot that the simple eclution
can be sppiled Lo every probleme-oo matier how ceaples it may Le. The
sther s the Lemdency of meny Americane Lo question e motives or loymlty
of those withwom ey disegree. Boilb tendencies Bave long existed in
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mankind. But the complex life of the 20 Cemtury hos sharponed thew--
end &% & time and undor conditions when the naticn cax leas  afford theas,

The shrinking of distance, the greater mobility asd forced
seso-iation of peoples vho & short Lime ags vould never have cose {nto
contact vith cae snother, the {mcrvased urbanization, the growliog
population and the increasing impersonalliam of our econcmic organization
have all comtriuted o an stesupbers of grester saxlety and insecurity.
And owverall, hangs the everepressut specter of devesiating outlear rome
fliet, sithough Just & fev wesls age, we witnessed z glimmer of hops in
this comnection with the signing of the Muclesr Test Ban Tresty.

It &8 mot surprising, then, thet there is & nostalgic desire

- an the part of mamy %o cling to the belief thet & returs %o simpler

deys, days of the relative lssclstics of individunls, cosmnities end stetse
L2 & oholoe sill opon %o us a9 & nation. I can understand this desire.
Indesd, there ere days vhen I share i%. Bat the front page of suy morning's
newapsper s sncegh to dlspell 1t. The added yressures within the nation
and the avesome dangers from without sele {4 more impesretive than ever thot
we seek solutisna whieh take Mull cogsigeare of the complexities of medera
1ife ia this satfon and in the world, If we are to succeed in Findlag
solutions we must drsv (mts s.common pool sach wisdom snd sensitivily =e
may be svailsble i= sil parts of the metlon, in all politdesl partiee.



e cannot resd any eble cltivzen sutl of the veomminily simgly because we
do not happen o agree with him politically. Ye cansot erbitrarily
Aocide es ecme bove Gonv that an ANericen as distiagslshed in bie
sarvice o e satlos aa former Presidect Elseshower or hie Secretary
of Btete, Johs Foster Dulles, were not only uscless butl even worsees
virtual enemtes of America. IT these men vere nob worthy of besrisg
Whe name Agericans them I eM not snd 90 person in this roum {8 werlhy
of 1%, Who, them, is wortdy!

The truth is that ne stagle imdividuel, wo simgle growp, me
single politicel pastyime & monopoly o virtue o patrictism, BNone cen
lay clsim to sale pessession of all thet is necosessy o aske our nabiom
work., WHope bee all the suewers. But ell ave Americens and esch in hie
ows way bes & contridution to sake which can cnly be mede 1F we bave o
aregure of metusl respeci asnd mutusl restraint sad sccomsedsilon.,

The demourhile processe-the practlos of conprasise--does aol
neceenarily provide pesfect enswers. BDat It has supplled ssd will cone
tisue %o supply sulteble ssswers and the ouly snevers suitsble to u free
people.,

It doos ool satter whether the plece where these saswers are
soughtl nappens to be the Congress of the United States or the city
vouaeil of Missoulee-or for that metter, the PRA, or the MEA. The
prodlens fecing Congress may be sore complex. The declelons mede by 1t




mey Sffect far more people. But in the fisal ssalysis in the Nosse of
Bepresestatives {4 1s slmost 500 men and vomen and 1o the Sesate, 1t is
100 mon asd women meeting (5 & fece-to-face situstion trying to o the
bost that they can 49 serve the loierests of the States and pecple vhom
hey repressat. There is nothing to keep Semators from pulling the
goverument apart in this prucess, mothing that is, except self-disciplise,
sutuel respect, tolerance for the views of others snd s williagaess o
compromise. The system la fmr from perfect snd Che answers whi b it
profuces sre noL aecesdurily sivaye the Ueet. lNevertholsss, ths ine
stitubicn is bound together iy the desire (o sefegaad and advaue parti-
cular interests in the costert of the totel madiomel good., It worka
largely because individusl Semators ere prepared Lot L press thels
concspl of vhat is 100 per cent perfect 100 per cont of the tioe.

1 have emphasized the legislstive branch of she govesrnment
beosuss 1t Lo most feallier ¢o we. Dul these odservations epply to a
cupsiderable degree to the Emecutive Branch of the govermment, Too
uften we forget that the President of the Uniied Stutes ia caly » human
boing faced with a superbuman Sask, BSvery time bhe mukes @ sigellicant
decigion, ¢ Vhousend end e pressures wre directed upon him from all
parts of the nstion o well s from sbrosd. Asd he, twe, must shink in
terms of Uhe accamandetion of Chese pressures Lo Lhe end that the netion
muumwu“&-mmmmm.
Ehe Presidenti, too, does the best e con on the basis of patrictic dedication
0 the pationm and thet applics, sy I sey on the basis of wy peroonal obe
servations for two deosdes, no less Yo President Lisenbower than it does o
President Heunedy and Lo the Presidents who preceded thea.
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In theos rvoaerks, I have tried to eaphasise that the words
“compromine” sed "palitics” are not (n themselves uneavo:ry terms, but
retber hay are the stalf of freedam, Ouccsseful campromise is as
pecessary as the alr ve breaths, Thie 1s Lwue for gll aspects of governs
mente-Trom the ssellest ccamsasliiy in Montene Lo the Coogress and Presideacy
of the United States. :

I bave every confidence that we vill contlmue to exurvise the
gaod will towards ome amother and the mudersiica which heve done o0 much
to make this nation grest. And wvhile the T/V vesterms will contimes to
owBEen & wauw and en nostalgia for the simpler days of the
Mm:@mmummmuh
comfiord of eur liviogervoms--I have every wsonfidemce that Americans also
recogaise that the real fromtiess of the wmoders world sow lie on the Crisges
of ouler spece. We will think end sct as ve must ia order to ilve and
prosper in this chenged settisg even ss the Ironilesomen thought sad scted
is sonsommmve with the reslitiss vhich they eacouatered and so, lived amd
prospered.,

As educntors, I cen think of no vy io valeh you might better
prepare the youth of the state for a responsible, weeful sad satisfying
1ife than 4o help then (o underviend whet the sation sad world todey are
roslly iike ond %o euphssize (o them the place of comprmise, mtusl ave
coummodatize and tolersnce in maklng both run in froedum.
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