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STATZN T OF 3LNATOR MIKE M NIFIZLD
"v—

ALUINT MAGALING OF Uhl‘ﬁ.'" JITY OF MOUTANA

The dominant concern in the Congress at thias time ia
the same as in the nation., It 4s Viet MNam., Al) other matters
take second place. MNo other singla issus in recent yenrs has
prompted 80 =uch gearching of the nationszl consclence, 80 mch
probing for an acespiuble course of national action.

Viet Nam 18 of particular concarn to tliose youny men and
women vho ara now aerving in the armed services in Asia and to the
eany thomsands wvho, as 1t now appears, eay be added 0 thelr ranka,
U. S forens in Viat Naa consisted of a relatively sxall eontingent
of 34,000 as late as May, 1905. When several of us from the Senate
vere thersa in Decenber, hovever, the total had risen to 170,000.
The nucber has sines reached 24%0,000, not eounting any part of the
T0,000 mon 4n the Tth Flest off the Aslan coanst. The end, moreover,
45 8till not in sight. As vs stated in our report to the Senate
last January:

“eeelf present 4rends continue, thers 4s no as-

surance a3 4o what ultimte incrcase 4n Azarican

nllitary coziltnent will be required before the

conflict 18 terxinated, TFor the fnet 1s that

under present ternms of reference, and as the war

has evolved, the question 1s not onz of ampnlying

increnscd U, 8. pressure to a defined military

alduation, bt rather of pressing agsinst e mille

tary slituation vhich 13, in effect, open endedess

A1l of mainland Southesgt isia, at least, cannot
be ruled out as a potentdal battlefield,"”
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Conecern om.@e 1 B N D does not end with

those Americans wvho are preseatly or potentially encuged in the

P vy

conflictse The var also aflects rost Cecply and direct)y thelr
parents, fanilies, and friends. It mises, tco, a doudle speclre
for all Americans who pay taxes, which means Just about all
Americuns., The military expenditurco rolse overull governuent
axpenditures and dn increasing share of the tuxes vhich pay for
these expenditures rust also go for defense, with the tireat of
adveraae effecta on other escenilal publiec cervicens At the same
time, vith an overheating of the econony by a rise &n defenco
oxponditures, the everepreaent danger of inflation can rendlly
grov 1nto the reality of sikyrocketing prices.

The war also raisce queations about the natlon'n ability
to moot connltuents elsewhere in the world. It strains our relae
tions with our Allles. It kovers, na a clond, over Cougrens, |
waking difficult the dispaasionate considermtion of legislation
on other mattergse NMost oerlous, 1t puts a superhuman burden on
the shoulders of the President of the Unlted States,

In sum, it 18 appareat that d;r involverent 4n Viet llam
i3 more than a linited prodlems It 48 a2 problen of droad national
dimenslons. Ae such, 4t Lo not m £it audject for narrow partisan
politics. To approach this question = one way or enother = ag a
potentinl politieal bonanza next Novardor 18 20 rmake u mockery
of the tragle suacrifices of Americans in Yiet Nam end of tho

hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese vho have puffered the ferocious

devaatation of the strucglo.
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It 1a nhoc.©unll er in i ie preas, therefore,

pote Of the comzent wilch purporia to anulyze the Vieinamese
altuantion in terus of Lov 4t wiy best be exploited for political
edvantage in the next electlon. It 1s Adistreszing to note the
cyaien)l advice to polential eandldates on hov %o gain the grealeat
"politieal mileage” out of the Vietnausse war,

Tuls type of partisan political chicanery has nothinz in
conzon with sober dubate on the serlous questicns which are posed
by Viet Nan, lonest differcnces of view have been end should cone
tinue 10 be expresscd on Viet Nam as on any other issue » and thay
exist, may X say, iu botlh parties. They should be expressed
soberly, carefully, and without regard to political consequences.
Indeed, such expressions hiuve already helped to bring Viet Nam into
the better purview of tha people of tha natlion and to sharpen the
focus of the povernment's policles.

The recent hearinzs of the Seante Forelgn Relations Come
mittes are a pood case ia pointe They have provided a forum for
sone of the nation's wost knowledgesble and able pinds /}:h&l?glgncompass
range of vieus on Viet lam, These hearings have had but a single
goal In mind: how best 1o serve the national interest. Ko political
group 4in my Judgaont asought to profit politically from the proceede
inss and pona 44 profit. The gain was solely in Lerms of pudblie
and Congreasional understanding and in appreciation of vhat the
nation 18 up against in Viet Hame That was as 1t should have deen,

We cannot afford the luxury of politics as wusual on this 1asue.
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In all honeaty, we u@tll‘j.;;t ii sitnation in Viet

Nam will prov vorse Lolore fL (els belters In the montha ahesd,
the srerifices dewnded Of this nation and pariloularly of its
yorath, are likely to multiply. We can &40 no lesa than clanne)
our united envrzles - derocratlc and republican, buainess vnd
labor, university and professional, and viulever - into an efe-
e fort 1o fiud an equltsble and rational solution to his rost Aife

filcult and trogic situzation.

It may be too much to expect that Vigt Nan vill not he
used for partissn purpose in the coming poldtical carpaizn. Dut
I do hopoe that at laast in our owm State every effort will be
rade to curtall this fuctor. That muich at least 1s called for,
4 1t oo to me, out of couslderatlion of the higher interents of
‘/ e nutlon and out of a decent repard for thoae Avericons who are

v socrificing 8o mich to uwplold tlioas interests in Viet Naw.
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