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On behalfl of the Democretic Semetors standing for reelection
= all of whom will De reclected - in November, I thank you.

I thesk you, too, on behalf of the new Democrets who will
be in the Senate next Jenuasy.

Finally, I express the apprecistion of ell Semste Democrets
to the Senete Democratic Campaign Comaiitee - to Chelrumn Hagnueon,
Vice Chairman Dan Incuye, and to their colleagues and to their fine
stafi headed by Mattie Matthews and Fred lordan, %he Committee has made
o great contribution, tonight, as it always doce whencver an opportunity
presente iteelf in any way, shape, or form to help Democratic Sematorial
candidates.

there may Le better ways than over-priced dinnesrs to finence
political cempaigne. Some day they vill be devised and put imto prace
tice. Until they are, hovever, these dimmers are under-priced ot eny
price, because they ere essentisl to the political life of the mation,

It remaine & fact that & little steak goes & long way. And
tonight it goes & very long way.

It goes towards contimuing the high caliber of the recenmt
Congresses into the next Congrees.

It goes towards sssuring President lyndon 3, Johwmson of the
great leglslative cooperation thei he has hed into the next two years.
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in Jamary. BEven greater Domocretic majorities in the Oth Coungress
are vithis sight.

Certainly there are no signe now visible in the metion's
economy which polmt L0 the defest of Democratic Congressional candidates
in November., There are sy indicetions in the mation's econcmy which
podnt to the election of additional Democrets.

There are no issues in the President's programs of civic
advance which point to the defsst of Democratic cendidates. There are
already marny echievaments under those progrems which redound to the
eredit of the Democretic party. You know the list. lMedicare, civil
rights, educational aid, enti-poverty, air and water pollution comtrol,
social security inecreases, GI benefits, end a dozen others designed for
the velfare of the mation's people. And before this session is out,
the list will be larger.

D0 L ee———— L oocoos i e
Democratic Congresses have met their leglslative respansibvilities for
the social welfare of the nation recommends to the people the addition,
not the subtrection, of democyets from the next Comgress.

Where, then, are the clouds on the horizon? What, then, are
8 SN2 e B G, B0 0,10 ot 8,
about Viet Namj It is there. th the best of ble-pertisen intentions
- and some ame not the best - it is not going to be hept out of sight
during the months ahead. With the best of bi-partisan intentione - and
sone are not the best - It is not going to be swept under & political

rug during the next fow months.
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The truth is that Viet Nem is the guestion of fundamentel
concern to the pecple of the United States. And eny question which
mwmm,mmwmm
Congress. The issue must be facel aod met ia the couing campaign.

What 1 vent to say % you tonight is that Democrats need have
0o feer of this issue. Democrets in this Congress have wo apologies
vhatsoever to meke oa the guestion of Viet dam. Democrats, nowever, do
ove the pecple of the United “tates an cpen discussion of this question
ia the coming months. And s0, 00, may 1 say, do Republicen candidgtes.
The public 1s entitled to know vhat a Democratic Congress tainks about
Viet Ham. The public is entitled to know in vhat way a Republican
Congress wvould think differently and what it would be likely to do
differeatly.

There will certaialy be discuseion of Viet Hem ia the coming
campaign. For the good of the aatioa, beyond party, one can oaly hope
that it will be honest and straignt-forverd discussicn. For the good
of the nation, one can oaly hope this discussion can be pursued with a
decent restraint. Coe cen culy hope that it will reflect & due regard
for the great and fisal responsibilities of the President of the United
Ttates.

There ere differences of viev smong Democrats in the Senate
on Viet Ham. They have been expressed time and again, sad they will
continue to Le expressed while the issue remains uaresolved, while peace
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resains disestablished. There also are differences of view among
Pemperats io the Senate on civil rights, poverty, or vhatever amoag

the programe of the Administration. These differences, too, have been
expressed. And there have beesn differences among Democrats on every
sajor issue which has coafroanted the nation in my recollectiocn. And
these, t00, have been expressed. Indeed, some of these differeaces
have goue far deeper than those on Viet lam today and have been expressed
vith greater venemence.

Have these differences wrecked the party? On the contrary,
in the end, they have streagthensd it. Vithin the fromework of this
party there has beea snd there is, now, room for diversity on any issue.
And as ve mean 0 keep this party stroang sud vital, we will see to it
that the door is kept cpen to diversity of view, vhether it is oo isoues
sectional, ideologicel, or internationsl.

1 say % you, moreover, that on Viet Nam there is more, far
more, convergence amoug Democrats in the Denate than divergence. Bear
in mind that not s single legislative measure pertaining to Viet Nan
which the President has sought begloning with the Tonkin Gulf Resolution,
has not peseed and passed with a great majority. Bear in mind that,
reciprocally, the Presideant has been receptive % and hes tried eagerly
to pursue many of the suggestions of members of the fenate which offered

some prouioe of peace.
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President Johason has the syupathy of every Democrat in the
“enste in Lis greal responsivilities for foreign relstions. b“hatever
iodependent vievs say be held on Viet dam, novever veheameatly they way
be expresseld, Senators kaov, ss you knov, and as the Asericen pecple
mmummunmmuunmw
baffling, and uncertain situstion ever to coafroot the United States .
swmaai. They know, as the President hunows, and a8 you koow, and as
the Aserican people are begioning to find out that there are no sure

e cliop iong,

m./\n-qmu-ﬁl_‘u.

ihe truth is that there are o experts on Viet Nam who can
shov & simple way, either to victory or to a Just peece. There are
only degrees of inexpertoess. That is true in the egenciles of govera-
ment, o0 less than ia the ecademic wvorld or ia the Congress. The
President is seeking the best advice and counsel from wherever he can
@ot it ia his search for solutions. Oo the basis of that advice, he
is streiniag every fiber of mind and heart to set the course which may
lead to a just sad honorgble peace i Viet Nem. Bvery Democrst in the
Jecate knovs of the energy of that effort, and every Democrat in the

fenate fully sywpathizes vita the President in that effort.

—eam—a——
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Ve go into the campaign knowing that the President and the
Democratic wesbers of the Cougress each have thelir individual respod-
sibvilities on this issue oven as they have a collective respoasivility
o the nstion. In that light, we g into this capaige--all Demcrate--
uthmmmmmwm—unuu
u% of President Lyndon D. Johasou is the Lest hope,
not only for & just and satisfying society at home but for the aciievesent
of & remsonable and houorable peace in Viet Nam at the soonest possible

time.
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