University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana

Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and

Interviews Mike Mansfield Papers

1-12-1967

Congressional Record S.J. Res. 18 - Voting: Lowering Age to 18

Mike Mansfield 1903-2001

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation

Mansfield, Mike 1903-2001, "Congressional Record S.J. Res. 18 - Voting: Lowering Age to 18" (1967).
Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews. 641.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches/641

This Speech is brought to you for free and open access by the Mike Mansfield Papers at ScholarWorks at University
of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews by an
authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.


https://scholarworks.umt.edu/
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mike_mansfield_papers
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fmansfield_speeches%2F641&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches/641?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fmansfield_speeches%2F641&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu

United States
of America

Congressional Record

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 90

CONGRESS FIRST SESSION

Vol. 113

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 1967

No. 3

JOINT RESOLUTION TO LOWER
VOTING AGE

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, on
my own behalf I should like to be recog-
nized not only for 3 minutes but also
for several additional minutes, for the
purpose of introduclng a constitutional
amendment.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there ob-
Jection to the request of the Senator
from Montana? The Chalr hears none
and it is so ordered.

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, it s
my understanding that at present in the
States of Georgia and Kentucky, citizens
of the age of 18 are allowed to vote; that
in the State of Alaska, at the age of 19,
they are allowed to vote; and that in the
State of Hawall, at the age of 20, they are
allowed to vote. What I have just said is
subject to correction, but that is my un-
derstanding.

Mr. President, since the First World
War a number of measures have been
introduced in Congress which have been
designed to extend the franchise to cit-
izens 18, 19, and 20 years old. In my
opinion, the adoption of a constitutional
amendment along these lines is long
overdue. The joint resolution which I
offer, therefore, represents another ef-
fort to remedy what I believe to be a
serious inadequacy in the electoral proc-
esses of the Nation,

There Is no reason to assume that
citizens who have attalned the age of
18 are any less capable than any other
age group of casting a responsible vote.
Not only are these younger citizens no
less worthy than other Americans of
sharing in the basic decisionmaking
process of representative government,
but their participation may well improve
the process.

Thanks to the growing efficacy of the
educational systems of the Nation and
the spread of media of public informa-
tion, the 18-to-21 age bracket clearly
comprises an intelligent, well informed,
and responsible constituency. More of
these young people have completed high
school, more are attending college, than
any similar age grouping in the Nation's

history. Indeed, a sumning up of the
general characteristics of these young
citizens leads to the conclusion that

Senate

they ought to be at least as capable as
the rest of us in the effective employment
of the franchise.

Their interest in public affairs and
their potential for highly creditable pub-
lic service at home and abroad are at-
tested to by the personal dedication that
is characteristic of such voluntary pro-
grams as VISTA and the Peace Corps.
About 7 percent of the Peace Corps en-
rollees, for example, are 20 years of age
and below. Finally, their capacity for
mature patriotic commitment to the Na-
tion 1s nowhere more manifest than in
their service in the Armed Forces of the
United States.

Beyond obvious and demonstrated ca-
pacity, there is a fundamental considera-
tion which strongly suggests the desir-
ability of the enfranchisement of our
younger citizens. They are bound, along
with the rest of us, by the decisions which
are reached by the Government of the
United States. Vietnam illustrates that
these decisions may well involve a grim
life or death bond for many of these
young people. Surely, when citizens of
the United States reach an age when they
can be so clearly and directly bound by
policies of government, they ought to be
able to participate in the choice of po-
litical representatives. In the end, these
representatives are the responsible source
of foreign as well as domestic policy, of
the waging of war and of the pursuit of
peace.

Where is the rationale in considering
an American old enough to fight in Viet-
nam but not old enough to vote in the
selection of those who determine the
basic commitments in Vietnam? By the
same token, it may well be asked why an
18- to 2i-year-old taxpayer should be
expected to bear a portion of the burdens
of long-range domestic programs which
elective officials initiate, while at the
same time he is precluded from any say
in the choice of those officials. In pass-
ing, 1t is possible to sense the frustration
which must be engendered among the
vouth of the Nation by statements of po-
litical leaders who call for the establish-
ment of one kind or another of compul-
sory national service for all 18-year-olds
while these young people are excluded
from any voice In the selection of those
who issue these statements

I realize that it is possible to reduce to
absurdity a suggestion that the age of en-
franchisement be lowered. It can be
noted that much of what is sald of 18-
yvear-olds may be sald of 16-year-olds.
‘Why not the vote, then, at 16 or 12 or 6?

Any age cutoff is obviously an arbi-
trary selection. That would be as true
of 18 as it is of 21, which now generally
prevails in the Nation. I would hope,
however, that the current Congress will
not be deterred from action on that
basis. I would hope that this Congress
will face up to the question of enfran-
chisement of Americans at the age of 18.

There is a single and compelling reason
for that arbitrary selection. Eighteen
is the age when Americans become liable
for compulsory military service. If they
are old enough to face a bullet, they are
old enough to cast a ballot.

Lowering the voting age to 18 is at
least as much a matter of effective and
responsible government as it is of justice,
because it will tend to bring about a bet-
ter and more equitable balance in the
electorate of the Natlon. As life ex-
pectancy rises, the number of older
voters increases. A corresponding ex-
pansion in the number of younger voters
not only will broaden the political base
of the Government, but may well provide
concurrently a more balanced approach
in the Nation’s general political outlook.

The constitutional amendment which
is proposed, Mr, President, will put to the
States the question of lowering the vot-
ing age to 18. It is brief and, I hope,
clearly to the point. I send to the desk
a Senate joint resolution cosponsored
by Senators NEeLsSON, INOUYE, BIBLE,
MeTcaLr, and CannoN and esk that it
be read.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint
resolution will be read.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

S8J.Res. 8

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled (two-thirds
of each House concurring therein), That
the following article (s hereby proposed as
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States, which shall be valld to all
intents and purposes as part of the Consti-
tution when ratified by the leglslatures of
three-fourths of the several States:
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“ARTICLE —

“SgcrioN 1. The right of any citizen of the
United States to vote shall not be denled ox
abridged by the United States or by any
State on acoount of age if such a ciuzen
is eighteen years of age or older. The Con-
gress shall have power to enforce this article
by appropriate legisiation

“Sec, 2. This article shall be Inoperative
unless It shall have been ratified as an
amendment to the Constitution by the leg-
ialatures of three-fourths of the several
States within seven years from the dale of
its submission 1o the States by the Congress.™

Mr. DIRKSEN Mr. President, will
the majority leader yield?

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I am
delighted to yleld to the distinguished
minority leader.

Mr. DIRKSEN. Mr. President, il was
4 or 5 years ago that I introduced an
identical joint resolution. We had two
or three hearings before the Committee
on the Judiclary, to which it was re-
ferred. No action was taken by the com-
mittee. No action was taken by the
Senate. However, I have never lost my
interest, and if the majority leader so
desires 1 would be delighted to be a co-
sponsor of this proposal.

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I am
honored to have the distinguished minor-
ity leader as a cosponsor.

I ask unanimous consent that the
name of the distinguished senior Senator
from Wisconsin [ Mr. PRoXMIRE] be added
to the originel proposal; and I ask unani-
mous consent that the proposal lle at
the desk for a week for other cosponsors.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint
resolution will be received and appro-
priately referred; and, without objection,
the joint resolution will be held at the
desk, as requested by the Senator from
Montana.

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 8) pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, extending the
right to vote to citizens 18 years of age
or older, introduced by Mr. MANSFIELD
(for himself and cther Senators), was
recelved, read twice by its title, and re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. PROXMIRE subsequently sald:
Mr. President, earlier today the distin-
guished majority leader, the Senator
from Montana [Mr. Mansrierp]l, intro-
duced a joint resolution proposing & con-
stitutional amendment to provide an op-
portunity for 18-year-olds to vote. T am
delighted to be a cosponsor of that pro-
posed amendment., I say that for three
reasons.

First, educational psychologists have
urged that the ability to grasp new ideas
reaches its peak at the age of~18, and
then it proceeds on a plateau. This, of
course, does not mean that wisdom does
not increase throughout life—it does.
But the capacily to grasp new ideas and
developments readily in- this so rapidly
Mun ng world was never more essen-

Second, it is my experience from
speaking to high school students—in our
States and I have done 50 to many shou-
sands each year for 10 years—that never

have we had a betler informed group ol
high school students than today. We
have & much higher proportion of young
people finishing high school and recelv-
ing & high school education than ever
pefore. This means that the 18-year-old
voie will significantly elevate the educa-
tional level of our national electorate.

The third reason is the well known fact
that we are asking boys to serve in the
Armed Forces ai the age of 18, and to
g0 to Vietnam to fight and if necessary
die et the age of 15. it seems to me that
these boys through thelr vote should
have something to say about the policies
that send them there.

For those reasons I am delighted to
be & cosponsor of the proposed consti-
tutiona: smenarnent establishing 18 as
the voting age.

——————— - —
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