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STATEMENT? OF SENATOR MIRE MAWSFISLD (D,, MONTANA)

Mrs Preaident:

In our great concentration on the conflict in Viet Nam, we tend

\

’:to relegate other internsationel situations to the bagkground. It is under- 1 - 1
= /gtandable that Viet Nam should come firet with us. By the same token, ,
% however, 1%t should be recognized that other nations may also be preoccupied 7".&‘
;:% with igeues of primayy concern to then. Japan is a gese in point. There 7 B
% ig, at this time, = heavy pressure emanating from that natlon for a prompt ¥

2djustment 4n the status of the Donin (fncluding the Voleanos) and the B
Tyulya Islands, ' :
The Senate will reosll that the United States has administered
these islendegrowps sinee the end of World Wer IX. We exercise this
sdministrative suthority, hovever, in the context of & treatys=scomuitment,
0 the effect that the ialands remain Japanese territory énd shall revert

o full Japanese contrel at an sppropriate time.

The question of what would be an sppropriate time hes been involved
for many years with problems of securlty of the United States, Jaﬁm, and

other nations of the Western Pagific. During these years, the United States

has developed at grent gost on the fzland of Okinawa an enormous rdldtary AR
basa conplex of lmmense power. _

In remarks which I nude in Japan lagt week I dwelt at some langth
on the questiom of Okinswa. Among other things, I suggested that it might
be helpful te a satisfactory Tinal JepanezeeU. 8, ryesolution of this question

if there could be, first, a tripartite conferenge. My thought was that we
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would kpow better what to do sbout the bases on Okinawa and when if we bad
an exchange of views, &g smong Jupan, Whe -!J::ﬁ.éd States, and the Soviel
Union on the prospeets for peace in the Weatern Paclfi¢ and other guaestions
of that region. :
On the basis of an exploration of that kind, it seams to me that

the Unitsd Statss could proceed with Japan,as we must at some point, to a

gatisfectory bileteral solution of the scmn'i’éy issues which are involved ;%3

in the Okinowen reversiom. Inl e gimilar feshion, moreover, it seems to me %

that Jepen and the Soviet Unlon might slso subsequently be gble to find o %

satlsfectory bilateral setilement of the prollen of the Habomeds and shikotsn, ' %

Ttovofu and Kumeshird (the southern Fuviles), 1l islands which mre olaimed 5 %

By Jopan but ere held by the Soviet Union et the northern end of the %

vapansgge chaing : %

- There was considersble dissgrecuent expressed in the Jepsnese %
=

prezs and eleewhere with the proposed tripartite approach. In general,

the disagrecment sppeaved to exdse primerily from a Jepanese concern sboub

— . pounoible complications or a postponcpent in the settlmnt.of the Okinawan

L]

problen. The Japanese clearly desire ©o hove Okinawa retuwrned o Japanese

control without delay.

I can understand these anxietics, lir. President, and insofar as

tha non=military agpects of the Okir:a-n;m question are involved, I do not

: think, as I made elear in my statenent, that there ought to be any undue

delay in geeliing apreement. However, I stfl) think that the possibilities




i

i arriving at & pensible bilsteral resolution of the militery aspect of

the Okinawan problem, es belween Jopan and the United States, would be

r-res.tly enhanged by a better understsnding of Soviet intentions and other
258
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ingishta which might result fram a prior tripartite meeting.

A

In any event, ¥Mr. Pregident, the discussion which he2s been gti~

miiated hy the proposal for & tripartite conference seems to me to be a

eontyibution to elearing the alr ¢f V.8.«Jepancse r&laticns.and. to brings ol 42y

ing the issue into a better perspoctive. In splte of Viet Nam, Mr. President,
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I would urge thet the matter be pursuel most attentively. The issue of iy

Oldinava has beecone, quite suddenly, a coniral problem in the U. B, relatione

rs‘ni? with Jopan. And there iz 10 other relationship of greater significanase

o the interests of the Unlted States in the Pacific and to the pease of

that rcgim * \ : -

Mrs Presldent, I ask uvnanimous congent that the text of my

cdiress to the Jepanecse-Amarican Assadly on U. S.=Japanese relations -

which was given on Ssptesber 15, 1957, in Shimcda, Jepan, be included

at this point in the Record.
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