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October 16, 1967

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

A \
: / THE COPPER STRIKE

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, the
copper strike is more than 3 months old.
We hear a great deal about the month-
old strike in the auto industry but very
little about the copper strike, now be-
vond its 90th day. The copper strike,
however, is of simi'arly major conse-
quences, involving the States of Mon-
tana, Utah, Nevada, Arizona, and New
Mexico, as well as fabricating plants on
the west coast, in the Midwest, in the
South, and on the east coast, especially
in upper New Jersey and the Connecti-
cut Valley.

On October 3, T addressed a letter to
the President of the United States, ask-
ing him to see what could be done about
bringing the copper strike to a head. I
also made a statement on the floor of the
Senate. I ask unarimous consent that
the letter and the ¢ atement I made on
the floor of the Sena'e be printed at this
point in my remark:.
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There being no objection, the letter
and statement were ordered to be
printed in the RECORD, as follows:

THE COPPER STRIKE
Ocroeer 3, 1967,
The PRESIDENT,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

DEeAR Mr. PRESIDENT: AS you are well aware,
the strike In the domestic copper industry
has now been in effect for more than eighty
days. There seems to be no end (n sight at
the moment nor does there seem to be a real
deslre on the part of the contending parties
to get together and operate under the free
collective bargaining process.

I am enclosing for your consideration a
copy of a statement which I will make on the
floor today and, at the same time, I am ask-
ing you to appoint a study committee to
assess the eflects of the copper strike on the
national defense effort. I realize that you do
not have any effective means at your dis-
posal to cope with this situation except the
Taft-Hartley Act and I do not think it would
be effective at this time in bringing this mat-
ter to a head. Therefore, I would appreciate
your looking into other avallable means by
which the companies and the unions could
be brought together to the end that this
strike, which has caused an estimated loss of
342 thousand tons to date, can be brought
to a head.

It 18 my understanding that supplies of
copper at this time appear to be sufficient to
last at least through October. But it is also
my understanding that the copper fabrica-
tors, having disposed of the 38-cent-price
set aslde for copper, have now ralsed their
prices between 43¢ and 44¢ a pound. The
current strike in the red metal Industry is
of the greatest and most immediate moment
to my State of Montana as well as to other
copper producing states of the west, and
it is my belief that if some solution iz not
found, that, shortly, {t will become a na-
tional problem.

With best wishes, I am,

Respectfully yours, :
Mz MANSFIELD.

STATEMENT OF SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD,
OCTOBER 3, 1967

Mr. President, we are approaching the 80
day mark In the major work stoppage In the
copper mining industry. It has been appar-
ent for some time that there 1s evidently no
real desire on the part of the unions or the
management involved to get together to bar-
gain in good falth and to reach an agree-
ment which might bring this sltuation to an
end. In this respect both labor and manage-
ment are at fault because up to this time
both of them are not even paying lip service
to the free collective bargaining process.

Both labor and management ought to,
even at this late date, get down to hard dis-
cussions about ways and means by which
this strike could be settled. At the Instigation
of various members of the Senate from cop-
per producing States, Secretaries Wirtz and
Trowbridge did call to Washington represen-
tatives of unions and companies during the
first part of September. There was no prog-
ress reached toward a settlement at that
time and following this meeting both Secre-
tary Trowbridge and Secretary Wirtz stated
that the situation was hopeless.

I do not agree. I think we ought to glve
consideration to the miner and the smelter-
man who ls out on strike, because his pur-
chasing power is being diminished. The many
needs to look after his family and his obliga=-
tions are not belng met. Many of these people
are seeking part time or other forms of la-
bor in other flelds. Many members of the
craft unions in Butte, Anaconda, Great Falls,
and elsewhere are moving to other parts of
the nation to find employment. The States ef-
fected are losing revenue At an alarming
rate,
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I am today requesting the President to ap-
point a study committee to assess the effects
of the strike on the national defense effort.
1 am also requesting him to look into all the
avallable means at his disposal to bring this
matter to a head. I am hopeful that he and
his advisors can come up with the means to
cope with this long drawn-out strike to which
there is no end in sight. But, in all candor,
the only authority I know of that the Presl-
dent has is the invocation of the Taft-Hart-
ley Act.

Frankly, I do not think that the Tart-
Hartley is the answer, because {t would cover
only & period of 80 days and then if no settle-
ment were reached the strike might well be-
gin again in the middle of the winter when
conditlons would be worse for the miner and
the smelterman and thelr families. I am not
at all certain that legislation similar to that
which now covers the rallroad shop crafts
dlficulty. would be the answer elther. T do
belleve, however, that If collective bargaining
in good falth is not undertaken in the Im-
mediate future by the companies and the
unions that other ways and means will have
to be considered In the Interest of the econo-
mies of the States effected by the strike as
we)l @8 the nation as a whole.

- ~“"May I say that I deplore the trend toward

goevrnment intervention in these matters—a
trend encouraged by both labor and manage-
ment—becausc it degrades the principal of
free collective bargaining and it places in the
hands of the central government powers It
should not have and does not want,

I, therefore, request the unions and the
companies involved to meet on this matter
and I would hope that consideration would
be given to the possibility in Montana of the
Araconda Company and the leaders of the
unions getting together to discuss the matter
as it affects my State.

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, on
October 6-—that is, a week ago Friday—
as a result of this statement, I received
a telephone call from Mr, Joseph Mo-
lony, vice president of the United States
Steel Workers, and Al Skinner, inter-
nstional representative of the same or-
ganization. They asked if it would be
possible for them to come to Washington
and to meet with Senator MercarLF and
me. We were delichted to have this op-
portunity to discuss the strike situation
in the copper industry with Messrs.
Molony and Skinner. We found them
most cooperative and understanding and
also, we thought, not too inflexible.

Then, as a result of the letter to the
President, on October 9—a week ago to-
day—and at the President's suggestion,
Senator MeTcaLF and I met with Secre-
tary of Defense McNamara and Secre-
tary of Labor Wirtz. Also present was
Mr. Walter A. Hamilton, Deputy, Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce, represent-
ing Secretary of Commerce Trowbridge,
who had been called to a meeting before
a congressional committee,

That meeting was similarly most sig-
nificant. We were able Lo get the view-
point of the Government on the strike
in the copper industry from the stand-
point of natlonal security, the possible
release of copper from the stockplle, and
the potentinl invoecation of the Tnft-
Hartley Act,

On Wednesday, October 11.-last
week—it was our privilege to meet with
Mr. Charles Brinckerhoff, chairman of
the board of the Anaconda Co. He, like-
wise, indicated an intense interest and
his attitude did not seem too inflexible.
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As the result of these three meetings,
I think it safe to say that all parties in-
dicated a genuine interest in trying to
get down to negotiations, to the end
that the copper strike could be brought
to a conclusion.

Speaking for myself, I was pleased
that Governor Babcock called a meeting
of the unions and the Anaconda officials
in Butte on October 10, and I am happy
to note that the unions and the Ana-
conda officials will meet in Butte on
Tuesday, October 17—tomorrow.

It is my hope that this meeting will
be the takeoff to serious negotiations
between Anaconda and the unions; that
it would not be just for the purpose of
getting together and indicating that
both sides are willing to sit down. More-
over, I hope that after this first meeting
tomorrow, further meetings could be
held, not in a weeck or so, but on a day-to-
day basis. If need be, perhaps, meetings
between the two parties could be ar-
ranged on a round-the-clock basis with
mediation and conciliation service rep-
resentatives acting as go-betweens. In
this way, it might be possible for the
parties to get down to hard collective
bargaining, as was intended when the
negotiatioris were first underway.

It is my belief that more than 3 months
have been wasted up to this time; mean-
ing a tremendous decline in income for
the people out of 'vork as well as for
the State of Montar a.

It is my further Helief that the Gov-
ernment does not intend to invoke Taft-
Hartley. Speaking personally again, I
would hope it would not do so. The in-
vocation of Taft-Hartley now could very
well bring about a resumption of the
strike 80 days hence-—right in the middle
of the winter—if no settlement was
achieved. That woul 1 make the situation
worse than ever,

As the Secretarie: indicated, national
security is not involved, nor is there any
intention on the part of the Government
to release any copper from the stock-
piles. Therefore, the responsibility rests
on the shoulders of the union and the
company to get together; and the only
way that could be done, in my opinion,
is by a continuous meeting, o1 a give-
and-take basis, joined in ful'y by all
coneerned. It would be my fur! her hope
that if this were done, the prisent im-
passe might be broken, and 1 2rhaps a
basis for agreement could be a rived at.

The Government will not, in ny opin-
ion, intervene in any way at his time.
Therefore, with winter coming on, with
incomes declining considerably, with
needs becoming more apparent, it is
necessary that in good faith all parties
concerned get to the table, stay there,
and continue negotiations, to the end
that an agreement can be reached.

Mr. Prestdent, Senntor MeETcaLy and 1
had the opportunily, over the past week -
end, 1o visil Greal "alls, Helenn, atle,
and Anacondna. nnd observed the effects
of the strike on the people In those
areas. As one who spent some 9 years of
his life in the copper mines, I am well
aware of the ups and downs which have
afflicted that segment of our economy,
and it bodes no good for the people whom
we represent in our State to have this
strike continue,
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So both Senator Mercarr and I felt
that when the Anaccnda officials and the
United States Steel Workers Union offi-
cials start their meetings in Butte to-
morrow it will be just the kickoff to a
continual round of meetings to the end
that a settlement can be arrived at.

But there are two things I want to
make clear: First, there is no intention
on the part of the Government to inter-
vene, no invocation of the Taft-Hartley
Act, no release of copper from the stock-
pile, no national emergency; second, it is
up to'the unions and the companijes to
get together and work out an agreement
on a free collective bargaining basis, This
is as it should be and as it must be,
because the Government inherently and
basically really has no part to play in
thesge difficulties between labor and man-
agement, although at times it has been
called upon through legislation and other
means to Inject itself into situations in
which it—and the parties concerned—
would have been better off if it had
stayed out.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the memorandums of the meet-
ings in Montana with the three groups
I mentioned be set forth as a part of the
Recorp so that all concerned will be
aware of the position and the roles
played by the Senators from Montana in
attempting to bring an end to the strike
situation as it affects Montana.

There being no objection, the state-
ments were ordered to be printed in the
REecorp, as follows:

Meerine WITH SENATORS MANSFIELD AND MET-
cALF AnD JosePpH MoLoNY, VICE PRESIDENT
or UNTTED STaTes STErL. WORKERS, AND AL
SKINNER, NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF
UnNITED STATES STEEL WORKERS, OCTOBER 6,
1967
At the Salt Lake meeting on October 2,

Messrs. Molony and Skinner met with Kenne-
cott at the request of Governor Rampton
They agreed at that time to consider the
possibility of a three-year contract at less
than a dollar an hour. They were asked by
the Governor if they would be willing to dis-
cuss thls with the company and their reply
was in the afirmative. The Governor asked
the company {f they would come forth with
a counter offer and the company representa-
tive, Mr. Flynn, said he would “respond.”” The
same proposal will be offered when the meet-
ing is held with Governor Babcock next Tues-
day with the addition that the wage differ-
ential between Xennecott and Anaconda
must be taken into consideration*

They also stated that they were not inter-
ested in Industry.wide negotiations or agree-
ments but they are interested in company-
wide negotiations and agreements.

It is our understanding that the Pima
Copper Company of Arizona is Interested .n a
settlement based on an offer by them of 75¢.
At least negotlations are going on there and
their properties are not shut down.

It appears that the attitude of Kennecott
i& rather fuflexible though the mere fact that
they did meet tn Salt Lake City might indi-
aula n shight change. The tmportant (hing
ahinl the Monbniia operationg e the ey
entinl belweeh the wapes racplvedt Lhere ahd
Lhose patd by Kennecoll, henee the addi-
tionnl favtor In relatlon to A three-year
agreement at less than a dollar or less.

It 18 our understanding that the Montana
wage status is the lowest in the industry ex-
cept for the operations of the Upper Penin-
sula {n Michigan.

It s our understanding that at this meet-
ing In the Goverrior's office on October 10th
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in Helena that the Anaconda people will be

represented by a similar group.

MEETING WITH SENATORS MANSFIELD AND MET-
CALF AND SECRFTARY MCNAMARA OF DEFENSE,
SECRETARY WIRTZ OF LABOR AND WALTER A.
Hamruton, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF
ComMERCGE, OCTOBER 9, 1067
We met with Secretaries McNamara of De-

fense, Wirtz of Labor, and Mr. Walter A.

Humilton, Deputy Assistant Secretary of

Commerce, representing Secretary of Com-

merce Trowhridge.

As we are all aware, the Federal Medlation
Conciliation Service has been enmeshed in
the copper strike since its beginning and is
doing the best it can to bring the parties
together. I think we can state that the Secre-
tarles have been most Interested in this slt-
uation since its inception but that they feel
that there is nothing that the government
can do at this time; that this is a matter
which should be settled through the process
of free collective bargaining between the
union and management; and they are hope-
ful that this will be done. They were not at
all interested about invoking Taft-Hartley or
releasing copper from the stockplle. It is
indeterminate at this time how much copper
is on hand in the normal reserve but there are
no indications of a shortage in supply at the
moment even though the situation may be
becoming somewhat crimped. We feel that
the unofficial board of Secretaries with which
we met would like to be helpful but they feel
as we do, that the government cannot step
in unless it is mandatory for the national se-
curity which, they indicated, is not the case
at this time and they are adverse to recom-
mending Taft-Hartley because it would make
a bad situation that much worse and possibly
bring about a resumption of the strike into
the middle of winter.

The meeting with the three Secretaries
was the result of a letter that we sent to the
President on Tuesday, October 3. His answer
was to set up this meeting and it is our
intention to keep in touch with the Secre-
taries on this matter as well as with the
unions and also with some of the Anaconda
people in the not too distant future. The

-three Secretaries will continue to function
as group in this matter.

MEeETING WITH CHARLES BRINCKFERHOFF,
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF THE ANACONDA
Co., OcToBER 11, 1967
We have just concluded three meetings:

Firs:, with Messrs. Joseph Molony and Al

Skinner at thelr request on Friday, October

6; second, with Secretaries McNamara, Wirtz

and Walter A. Hamlilton, representing Secre-

tary Trowbridge of Commerce, at the Fresi-

dent’s suggestion, on Monday, October 9;

and, third, with Mr. Charles Brinckerhoff,

Chairman of the Board of the Anaconda

Company on Wednesday, October 11. Mr,

Brinckerhoff was in Washington to attend

another meeting.

All parties indicated a real interest in try-
ing to get down to negotlations to the end
that the copper strike could be brought to
a concluslon.

Speaking for myself, I was pleased that
Governor Babcock called a meeting of the
unions and the Anaconda officlals in Butte
on October 10, and I am happy to note that
the unions and the Anaconda officials will
meet in Butte on Tuesday, October 17. It
would be my hope that this meeting would
be my hope that this meeting would be the
kickoff to serious negotiations between Ana-
conda and the unions and that it would not
be just for the purpose of getting together
and just indleating that both sides were
willing to sit down, If it could be arranged
that after this flrst meeting, further meet-
ings cquld be held, not in a week or so,
but on a day-to-day basls between the two
parties with the Mediation and Conciliation
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Service representative acting as a go-between
between the two, It might be possible then
to get down to hard bargaining.

It is my belief that three months have
been wasted up to this' tlme and that has
meant a tremendolls decline in income for
the people out of work as well as for the
State of Montana. It is my further belief
that the government does not intend to
invoke Taft-Hartley. As the Secretaries indi-
cated to me, there was no national security
involved nor does it Intend to release any
copper from the stockpiles. Therefore, the
responsibllity rests on the shoulders of the
unions and the Company to get together and
the only way that could be done, in my
opinion, in a continual meeting on a give
and take basis on the part of all concerned,
and 1t would be my further hope that if this
were done, fthe present impasse might be
broken and perhaps grounds for agreement
coutld be arrived at.

The government will not, in my opinion,
intervene in any way at this time. There-
fore, with winter coming on, with incomes
declining considerably, with needs becoming
more apparent, it is necessary that in good
falth, all parties concerned get to the table,
stay there, and continue neogtiations to the
end that an agreement can be arrived at.

Mr. BIBLE. Mr. President, will the
Senator yield for an observation, with
the consent of the Senator from Minne-
sota?

Mr. MANSFIELD. I yield.

Mr. BIBLE. Mr. President, I wish to
commend the distinguished majority
leader for the very forceful manner in
which he presented this very vexatious
problem.

My State of Nevada likewise is in-
volved with two of the major copper
companies. The hardships that are al-
ready apparent to the workers who are
out of work and have been out of work
for some 2 or 3 months are becoming in-
creasingly critical. In the eastern part
of my State, where one of the copper
companies is located, many of the work-
ers have left to seek employment else-
where because of the lack of employ-
ment.

I commend the majority leader for his
forthright statement. It seems to me
that until the day comes when both
labor and management sit around the
conference table day after day and
around the clock, as the majority leader
suggested, we are not going to break the
impasse.

With winter just around the corner in
both the great State of Montana and
my State, and particularly in areas
where copper companies operate, it is
high time that management and labor
and their spokesmen worked extra long
hours in free collective bargaining to
resolve this problem. We cannot permit
this impasse to continue.

I congratulate the majority leader for
his statement earlier in the session,
shortly after the strike began. The Sen-
ator from Utah [Mr. Moss], the Senator
from New Mexico [Mr. MonToval, and I
joined in a letter to the President, just
as the Senator from Montana did at a
later date, asking that a factfinding
group be appointed to inquire into the
issues involved. i

I think that the majority leader has
performed a great service in this respect
in at least a promise that starting to-
morrow morning they will get together
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to discuss this matter. I commend the
Senator for his statement.

Mr. MANSFIELD. I thank the distin-
guished Senator from Nevada for his
kind remarks.

As the Senator knows, on Friday or
Saturday last, an agreement was reached
between the steelworkers and the Pima
Copper Mining Co., in Arizona. While
that company employs only about 650
people, it was, nevertheless, a settlement.
The amobunt arrived at, I think, was 75
cents, which covers hourly increases,
fringe benefits, increased pensions, and
the like.

I would think there is a meeting
ground somewhere between the 50-odd
cents which Kennecott in Utah said it
was prepared to offer, and the less than
$1 the union said it is prepared to nego-
tiate on. To me there seems to be a degree
of flexibility on each side; the parties are
not so far apart as to preclude a settle-
ment at an early date. With the proper
effort by all of us, this strike can be
settled. More than 3 months is too long
a time. The strike has already had too
harsh an effect on the economy of the
people of our States and the States
themselves.

I thank the Senator from Minnesota
for yielding.

(At this point, Mr. INoUYE assumed
the chair.) -

i
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