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Remarks of Senator Max Baucus
To Democratic Central Committee Elections

Good evening, everyone.

It's an honor to be speaking to you tonight. Before I
begin, I want to say two words -- Thank You. I had a very tough
race last year. Without your help, your advice, and your
activism, it might not have turned out so well.

IMPORTANCE OF WHAT YOU ARE DOING

The face of the Montana delegation in Washington has changed
a lot since I first came here. We're down to two Republicans and
one Democrat. And this year Pat's Democratic leadership will be
sorely missed.

But we are still a proud party -- with a vision that is
right for Montana. We stand for the values that are the core of
what is best about America: fairness, compassion, freedom and
opportunity. I believe the Montana Democratic party can
translate these values from rhetoric to policy.

And that is why your task is more important than ever. You
will be deciding the future of our party -- who will lead us and
who will make decisions as we go forward. Make no mistake about
it, you are undertaking serious business tonight. Our founding
fathers first got together in rooms probably very similar to this
one. They started at the grassroots level -- just like we must
now do.

We've come a long way since the revolutionary times of our
country's beginnings. But today the situations we face are very
grave. The Montana Democratic party is at a crossroads. It is
fair to say we are in trouble. In the past few years, we've lost
a lot of races we should have won. We struggled in some that
should have been easy. We've been outnumbered nearly 2-1 in both
of the last two sessions of the Legislature.

We cannot allow that anymore. Because these results are
more than statistics in history books. They mean real decisions
about the quality of life we all enjoy. We have witnessed the
travesty of a Legislature rejecting aid to education, cutting



university funding and debating the proposals of militia groups.

WHAT WE NEED TO DO

We face an uphill battle. Yet the path we need to take is
clear.

It starts now. I encourage you to fill every vacant office
tonight. Next, in a few months, you will elect new county
chairs. Make sure that you select people who will participate
and be part of the process. That is the only way you will have a
voice in the party.

Third, during the next year, we need to recruit candidates
for all 125 Legislature seats. We must seek out people who are
dedicated to public service. If you are unable to find anyone in
your district, you ought to run yourself. You owe it to your
party, your state, your neighbors.

And fourth, if you already have a candidate in your
district, go out and recruit at least ten new dues-paying
Democratic party members. People who will work the phones and
get out the vote on election day. Who will make sure we compete
and win in every precinct. Who will elect our candidates, and
make our vision of Montana's future a reality.

I know the things I've just said aren't easy. I am asking
you for your help. But at the same time, I am making a
commitment to you. I am raising the bar for myself.

A few weeks ago, I sent over 8,000 letters to Montanans --
some of them Independents, some Democrats who have drifted away
and even some Republicans -- asking them to become members of the
Democratic party. I will continue this work.

And that leads me to my final point, you have one more
election tonight that you didn't expect. I want you to elect
someone at the meeting tonight to give me a call tomorrow. I
want your designee to let me know how your elections turn out. I
also want that person to give me at least two suggestions as to
what I can do to help the Montana Democratic party. I want to
play an active role in the party and I need your input.



CONCLUSION

Together we can rejuvenate the Montana Democratic party. I
envision great things on our horizon. As Democrats, we stand for
what is best about America. We need to fight proudly for what we
believe in. And if we do, two years from tonight we will sit
down at these elections with a lot more to celebrate.



Remarks of Senator Max Baucus
To Democratic Central Committee Elections

Good evening, everyone.

It's an honor to be speaking to you tonight. Before I
begin, I want to say two words -- Thank You. I had a very tough
race last year. Without your help, your advice, and your
activism, it might not have turned out so well.

IMPORTANCE OF WHAT YOU ARE DOING

The face of the Montana delegation in Washington has changed
quite a bit since I've been here. We're down to two Republicans
and one Democrat. This yearVPat'9 leader3hip ij SOleiy Mimsd.
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And that's why t Nudg tonight is more important gAb-AK$r
than ever. You will be deciding the future of our party --
will lead us and who will make decisions as we go forward. Make
no mistake about it, you are undertaking serious business ^ Vt5h4i TA

tonight. Our founding fathers first got together in rooms
probably very similar to this one. They started at the WA BOU o
grassroots level -- just like we must now do. o

We've come a long way since the revolutionary times of our7qTc,
country's beginnings. But today the situations we face are very So z
grave. The Montana Democratic party is at a crossroads. It is C
fair to say we are in trouble. In the past few years, we've lost 't-( s
a lot of races we should have won. We struggled in some that
should have been easy. We've been outnumbered nearly 2-1 in both
of the last two sessions of the Legislature.

We cannot allow that anymore. Because these results are
more than statistics in history books. They mean real decisions
about the quality of life we all enjoy. We have witnessed the
travesty of a Legislature rejecting aid to education, cutting
university funding and debating the proposals of militia groups.

WHAT WE NEED TO DO

We face an uphill battle. Yet the path we need to take is
clear.



It starts now. I encourage you to fill every vacant office
tonight. Next, in a few months, you will elect new county
chairs. Make sure that you select people who will participate
and be part of the process. That is the only way you will have a
voice in the party.

Third, during the next year, we need to recruit candidates
for all 125 Legislature seats. We must seek out people who are
dedicated to public service. If you are unable to find anyone in
your district, you ought to run yourself. You owe it to your
party, your state, your neighbors.

And fourth, if you already have a candidate in your.
district, go out and recruit at least ten new dues-paying
Democratic party members. People who will work the phones and
get out the vote on election day. Who will make sure we compete
and win in every precinct. Who will elect our candidates, and
make our vision of Montana's future a reality.

I know the things I've just said aren't easy. I am asking
you for your help. But at the same time, I am making a
commitment to you. I am raising the bar for myself.

A few weeks ago, I sent over 8,000 letters to Montanans --
some of them Independents, some Democrats who have drifted away
and even some Republicans -- asking them to become members of the
Democratic party. I will continue this work.

And that leads me to my final point, you have one more
election tonight that you didn't expect. I want you to elect
someone at the meeting tonight to give me a call tomorrow. I
want your designee to let me know how your elections turn out. I
also want that person to give me at least two suggestions as to
what I can do to help the Montana Democratic party. I want to
play an active role in the party and I need your input.

CONCLUSION

Together we can rejuvenate the Montana Democratic party. I
envision great things on our horizon. As Democrats, we stand for
what is best about America. We need to fight proudly for what-we
believe in. And if we do, two years from tonight we will sit
down at these elections with a lot more to celebrate.
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Remarks of Senator Max Baucus

To Democratic Central Committee Elections

Good evening, everyone.

It's 4-od to be speaking to you._a. tonight. Before I
begin, I want to say two words -- Thank You. I had a very tough
race last year. Without your help, your advice, and your
activism, it might not have turned out so well.

IMPORTANCE OF WHAT YOU ARE DOING

It's gotten a lot lonelier out in Washington these days.
I'm missing Pat more than ever.

And that's why what you are doing tonight is more important
than ever. You will be deciding the future of our party -- who
will lead us and who will make decisions as we go forward. Make
no mistake about it, you are undertaking serious business
tonight. Our founding fathers first got together in rooms
probably very similar to this one. They started at the
grassroots level -- just like we must now do.

We've come a long way since the revolutionary times of our
country's beginnings. But today the situations we face are very
grave. The Montana Democratic party is at a crossroads. It is
fair to say we are in trouble. In the past few years, we've lost
a lot of races we should have won. We struggled in some that
should have been easy. We've been outnumbered nearly 2-1 in both
of the last two sessions of the Legislature.

We cannot allow that anymore. Because these results are
more than statistics in history books. They mean real decisions
about the quality of life we all enjoy. We have witnessed the
travesty of a Legislature rejecting aid to education, cutting
university funding and debating the proposals of militia groups.
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WHAT WE NEED TO DO

We face an uphill battle. Yet the path we need to take is
clear.
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Third, during the next year, we need to recruit candidates lance -

for all 125 Legislature seats. We must seek out people who are auge r 15

dedicated to public service. If you are unable to find anyone in s
your district, you ought to run yourself. You owe it to your
party, your state, your neighbors.

And fourth, if you already have a candidate in your
district, go out and recruit at least ten new dues-paying
Democratic party members. People who will work the phones and
get out the vote on election day. Who will make sure we compete
and win in every precinct. Who will elect our candidates, and
make our vision of Montana's future a reality.

I know the things I've just said aren't easy. I am asking
you for your help. But at the same time, I am making a
commitment to you. I am raising the bar for myself.

A few weeks ago, I sent over 8,000 letters to Montanans --
some of them Independents, some Democrats who have drifted away
and even some Republicans -- asking them to become members of the
Democratic party. I will continue this work.

And that leads me to my final point, you have one more
election tonight that you didn't expect. I want you to elect
someone at the meeting tonight to give me a call tomorrow. I
want your designee to let me know how your elections turn out. I
also want that person to give me at least two suggestions as to
what I can do to help the Montana Democratic party. I want to
play an active role in the party and I need your input.

CONCLUS ION

Together we can rejuvenate the Montana Democratic party. I
envision great things on our horizon. As Democrats, we stand for
what is best about America. We need to fight proudly for what we
believe in. And if we do, two years from tonight we will sit
down at these elections with a lot more to celebrate.



Remarks of Senator Max Baucus
To Democratic Central Committee Elections

Good evening, everyone.

It's good to be speaking to you all tonight. Before I
begin, I want to say two words -- Thank You. I had a very tough
race last year.. Without your help, your advice, and your
activism, it might not have turned out so well.

.I nave to tell y 12 that I' ve Leej lot loner ut trerii
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IMPORTANCE OF WHAT YOU ARE DOING

+fht you are doing tonight will have - tremendouc impact ..

the D~mem-rrt;' poey and Montana. -orxght you will be deciding
the future of our party -- who will lead us-and who will make
decisions as we go forward. Make no mistake about it, you are
undertaking serious business tonight. Our founding fathers first
got together in rooms probably very similar to this one. They
started at the grassroots level -- just like we must now do.

To be sure, we've come a long way since the revolutionary
times of our counfry's beginnings. But today the situations we
face are very grave. The Montana Democratic party is at a
crossroads. It is fair to say we are in trouble.ThIn the past
few years, we've lost a lot of races we should have won. We
struggled in some that should have been easy. We've been
outnumbered nearly 2-1 in both of the last two sessions of the
Legislature.

We cannot allow that anymore. Because these results are
more than statistics in history books. They mean real decisions
about the quality of life we all enjoy. We have witnessed the
travesty of a Legislature rejecting aid to education, cutting
university funding and debating the proposals of militia groups.

WHAT WE NEED TO DO

We face an uphill battle. Yet the path we need to take is
clear.
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few months, you will elect new chairs. Make sure that you select
people who willows participate and be part of the process. That
is the only way you will have a Va t *1ti, during the next
year, we need to recruit candidates for all 125 Legislature
seats. We must seek out people who are dedicated to public
service. AfA if you are unable to find anyone in your district,
you ought to run yourself.'cfTnd fourth, if you already have a
candidate in your district, you EhdV3Ed go out and recruit at
least ten new dues-paying Democratic party members. People who
will work the phones and get out the vote on election day. Who
will make sure we compete and win in every precinct. Who will
elect our candidates, and make our vision of Montana's future a
reality. l'0-7-
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I am asking you for your/help. But at the same

time, I am making a commitment to you. A few weeks ago, I sent
over 8,000 letters to Montanans -- some Independents, some
Democrats who have drifted away and even some Republicans --
asking them to jrnn uo in tch Democratict 0 . I'vc ,n
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battle. And I will continue this work.

And that leads me to my final point, I nave to chip you that
ther-e-s one more election tonight that you didn't expect. I
want you to elect someone at the meeting tonight to give me a
call tomorrow. I want your designee to let me know how your
elections turn out. I also want that person to give me at least
two suggestions as to what I can do to help the Montana
Democratic party. 1 } QT 4Ai APt AC<:Uv6 t l T4t ear Ag \
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Through it all, I envision great things on our horizon. We
are Democrats and we stand for what is best about America. We
need to fight proudly for what we believe in. A
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Remarks of Senator Max Baucus
To Democratic Central Committee Elections

Good evening, everyone.

It's an honor to be speaking to you tonight. Before I
begin, I want to say two words -- Thank You. I had a very tough
race last year. Without your help, your advice, and your
activism, it might not have turned out so well.

IMPORTANCE OF WHAT YOU ARE DOING

' ge face of the Montana delegation in Washington has changed
a lot since I first came here. We're down to two Republicans and
one Democrat. ynd thayear txtes.emocratic leadership will be
sorel ssed.caknt 4 r<G .

W n for the values that are the core of
what is best about America: fairness, compassion, freedom and
opportunity. I believe the Montana Democratic party can
translate these values from rhetoric to policy.

And that is why your task is more important than ever. You
will be deciding the future of our party -- who will lead us and
who will make decisions as we go forward. Make no mistake about
it, you are undertaking serious business tonight. Our founding
fathers first got together in rooms probably very similar to this
one. They started at the grassroots level -- just like we must
now do.

grave,- The Montana Democratic party is at a crossroads. 4t-i-s--
Lair to sy we are in trodble. In the past few years, we've lost
a lot of races we should have won. We struggled in some that
should have been easy. We've been outnumbered nearly 2-1 in both
of the last two sessions of the Legislature.

We cannot allow that anymore. Because these results are
more than statistics in history books. They mean real decisions
about the quality of life we all enjoy. We have witnessed the
travesty of a Legislature rejecting aid to education, cutting



university funding and debating the proposals of militia groups.
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It starts now. I encourage you to fill every vacant office
tonight -- chair, vice-chair, state committee man and state
committee woman. Then, in June you need to make sure your voting
members select the best candidate to hear our party. Every
county has an equal voice -- make sure yours is heard.

Third, during the next year, we need to recruit candidates
for all 125 Legislature seats. We f

dodicat-ed tv . If yoia'einal t ~d a ny
ydt xit, you ought to run yourself. You owe it to your
party, your state, your neighbors.

And fourth, if you already have a candidate in your
district, go out and recruit at least ten new dues-paying
Democratic party members. People who will work the phones and
get out the vote on election day. Who will make sure we compete
and win in every precinct. Who will elect our candidates, and
make our vision of Montana's future a reality.

I know the things I've just said aren't easy. I am asking
you for your help. But at the same time, I am making a
commitment to you. I am raising the bar for myself.

A few weeks ago, I sent over 8,000 letters to Montanans --
some of them Independents, some Democrats who have drifted away
and even some Republicans -- asking them to become members of the
Democratic party. I will continue this work.

And that leads me to my final point,e
ezlection uonight that you didi Inexpect. I want you to elect
someone at the meeting tonight to give me a call tomorrow. I
want your designee to let me know how your elections turn out. I
also want that person to give me at least two suggest' Ins; to-
what I can do to help the Montana Democratic party.'§ _' zt to
play an active rule I±± the party and I need your input.

/



CONCLUSION

Together we can rejuvenate the Montana Democratic party. I
envision great things on our horizon. As Democrats, we stand for
what is best about America. We need to fight p.rouly for what we
believe in. And if we do, two years from tonight we will sith
down at these elections w'th a-l-Ltmore-to celL te.- - k
Ct>< Ld - A? -(n y e 1(f .



Remarks of Senator Max Baucus
To Democratic Central Committee Elections

Good evening, everyone.

It is an honor to be speaking to you tonight. Before I
begin, I want to say two words -- Thank You. I had a very tough
race last year. Without your help, your advice, and your
activism, it might not have turned out so well.

IMPORTANCE OF WHAT YOU ARE DOING

My election -- or the election of any other Democrat - is
more than just a victory on election night. Because we as
Democrats stand for more than that. We stand for the values that
are the core of what is best about America: fairness, compassion,
freedom and opportunity. I believe the Montana Democratic Party
can translate these values from rhetoric to action.

That is why your taskAis more important than ever. You will
be deciding the future of our party -- who will lead us and who
will make decisions as we go forward. Make no mistake about it,
you are undertaking serious business tonight. 0 foun ing
fathers U t At together rooms p pbably v y si ar t this

ey vp rted at the grassroots/level -- just e w must

noH o.

The Montana Democratic party is at a crossroads. In the
past few years, we've lost a lot of races we should have won.
And we've struggled in some that should have been easy.

We cannot allow that anymore. Because these results are
more than statistics in history books. They mean real decisions
about the quality of life we all enjoy. We have witnessed the
.travesty of a Legislature rejecting aid to education, cutting
university funding and debating the proposals of militia groups.

WHAT WE NEED TO DO

We need to start working harder than we ever have before to
turn it around.



It starts now. Tonight I will ask you to do four things.
First, I encourage you to fill every vacant office tonight --
chair, vice-chair, state committee man and state committee woman.

VlSecond, in June you need to make sure your voting members go
to Lewistown and select the best candidate to lead our party.
Every county has an equal voice -- make sure yours is heard.

Third, during the next year, we need to recruit candidates
for all 125 Legislature seats.

-RIf your district doesn't have a candidate, you ought to run
yourself. You owe it to your party, your state, your neighbors.

And fourth, if you already have a candidate in your
district, go out and recruit at least ten new dues-paying
Democratic party members. People who will work the phones and
get out the vote on election day. Who will make sure we compete
and win in every precinct. Who will elect our candidates, and
make our vision of Montana's future a reality.

I know the things I've just said aren't easy. I am asking
you for your help.

|But at the same time, I am making a commitment to you. I am
raising the bar for myself.

Over the past several weeks, I have sent letters and talket
| to lots of Montanans -- some of them Independents, some Democrat

who have drifted away and even some Republicans. I've been
asking them to become members of the Democratic party. So far
over a hundred Montanans have told me they want to join she

asa-aie sty. I will continue this work.

I
_s

And that leads me to my final point. I want you to elect
someone at the meeting tonight to give me a call tomorrow. I
want your designee to tell me how your elections turn out.
I also want that person to give me at least two suggestions as to
what I can do to help the Montana Democratic party -- state-wide
or in your county. CGeta-yen. The number I want you to call
(202) 224-3639. g

CONCLUSION

2



As Democrats, we stand for what is best about America. To
us fairness, compassion, freedom and opportunity are more than
just rhetoric and abstract ideas. They stand for the building
blocks of our society. A good education, a clean environment, a
fair shot and a helping hand. The things that all Montanans
deserve.

That is what we believe. And that is what we must now fight
for. Together-we can rejuvenate the Montana Democratic party.
We will take back our rightful status as Montana's majority
party.

3



Remarks of Senator Max Baucus
To Democratic Central Committee Elections

Good evening, everyone.

It is an honor to be speaking to you tonight. Before I
begin, I want to say two words -- Thank You. I had a very tough
race last year. Without your help, your advice, and your
activism, it might not have turned out so well.

IMPORTANCE OF WHAT YOU ARE DOING

My election -- or the election of any other Democrat -- is

more than just a victory on election night. Because we as
Democrats stand for more than that. We stand for the values that
are the core of what is best about America: fairness, compassion,
freedom and opportunity. I believe the Montana Democratic Party
can translate these values from rhetoric to action.

That means improving education. Making sure that our
children are prepared to compete when they enter the ever-
changing marketplace.

That means protecting the environment. Ensuring that we
pass on clean air, water and forests to our children.

That means watching out for those in our society who are
most needy. Giving a helping hand to friends and neighbors when
they've fallen on hard times.

That means maintaining a sound economy where Montanans can
find decent jobs with livable wages.

T ose are the values we believe in. But the face of the
Montana Democratic Party has changed a lot in recent years.
We're down to one Democrat in our Washington delegation. And
this year Pat's Democratic leadership will be sorely missed. Or
look at the Legislature, where for the past two sessions
Democrats have been outnumbered 2-1.



That is why your task is more important than ever. You will
be deciding the future of our party -- who will lead us and who
will make decisions as we go forward. Make no mistake about it,
you are undertaking serious business tonight. Our founding
fathers first got together in rooms probably very similar to this
one. They started at the grassroots level -- just like we must
now do.

The Montana Democratic party is at a crossroads. In the
past few years, we've lost a lot of races we should have won.
And we've struggled in some that should have been easy.

We cannot allow that anymore. Because these results are
more than statistics in history books. They mean real decisions
about the quality of life we all enjoy. We have witnessed the
travesty of a Legislature rejecting aid to education, cutting
university funding and debating the proposals of militia groups.

WHAT WE NEED TO DO

We need to start working harder than we ever have before to
turn it around.

It starts now., EAncourage you to fill every vacant office
tonight -- chair, vice-chair, state committee man and state
committee wo°n. Sh0 in June you need to make sure your voting
members select the best candidate to-hear our party. Every
county has an equal voice -- make sure yours is heard.

Third, during the next year, we need to recruit candidates
for all 125 Legislature seats.
If your district doesn't have a candidate, you ought to run
yourself. You owe it to your party, your state, your neighbors.

And fourth, if you already have a candidate in your
district, go out and recruit at least ten new dues-paying
Democratic party members. People who will work the phones and
get out the vote on election day. Who will make sure we compete
and win in every precinct. Who will elect our candidates, and

2



make our vision of Montana's future a reality.

I know the things I've just said aren't easy. I am asking
you for your help.

But at the same time, I am making a commitment to you. I am
raising the bar for myself.

Over the past several weeks, I have sent lette/s and talked
to lots of Montanans -- some of them Independents/ some Democrats
who have drifted away and even some Republicans. I've been
asking them to become members of the Democratic party.V I will
continue this work. IS° FoAa cagJ CA

And that leads me to my final point. I want you to electftM-er.i it-A

someone at the meeting tonight to give me a call tomorrow. I
want your designee to l-et e24nw how your elections turn out. 3th
I also want that person to give me at least two suggestions as to-r; &>36
what I can do to help the Montana Democratic party -- state-wide
or in your county.
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CONCLUSION

As Democrats, we stand for what is best about America. To
us fairness, compassion, freedom and opportunity are more than
just rhetoric and abstract ideas. They stand for the building
blocks of our society. A good education, a clean environment, a
fair shot and a helping hand. The things that all Montanans
deserve.

That is what we believe. And that is what we must now fight
for. Together we can rejuvenate the Montana Democratic party.
We will take back our rightful status as Montana's majority
party.

dif o, o fro tonig s dow at
the el ions an think about h eep a g reak

3



Remarks of Senator Max Baucus
To Democratic Central Committee Elections

Good evening, everyone. Before I begin, I have to tell you that there will be one more
election than you expected tonight. I want you to elect someone here at this meeting to call me
tomorrow. I'd like this person to tell me what transpired at the meeting and who was elected to
the various positions. And finally, I want you to give me at least two ideas of what I can do in
the coming months and years to help the Democratic Party in Montana.

I want this report because I believe that what you are doing tonight will have a
tremendous impact on what the Democratic party and Montana will be like in the future.

We cannot allow that anymore. Because these results are more than statistics in history
ooks. They mean real decisions about the quality of life we all enjoy. We have witnessed the

travesty of a Legislature rejecting aid to education, cutting university funding and debating the
proposals of militia groups.

Tonight you will be deciding the future of our party -- who will lead us and who will
make decisions as we go forward. Make no mistake about it, you are undertaking serious
business tonight. Our founding fathers first got together in rooms probably very similar to this
one. They started at the grassroots level -- just like we must now do.

To be sure, we've come a long way since the revolutionary times of our country's
beginnings. But today the situations we face are very grave. The Montana Democratic party is
at a crossroads. It is fair to say we are in trouble. In the past few years, we've lost a lot of races
we should have won. We struggled in some that should have been easy. We've been

utnumbered nearly 2-1 in both of the last two sessions of the Legislature.
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Remarks of Senator Max Baucus
To Democratic Central Committee Elections

Good evening, everyone.

It's good to be speaking to you all tonight. I have to tell
you that things have gotten a lot lonelier for me out here in
Washington lately.

Before I begin, I have to tell you that there will be one
more election than you expected tonight. I want you to elect
someone here at this meeting to call me tomorrow. I'd like this
person to tell me what transpired at the meeting and who was
elected to the various positions. And finally, I want you to
give me at least two ideas of what I can do in the coming months
and years to help the Democratic Party in Montana.

I want this report because I believe that what you are doing
tonight will have a tremendous impact on what the Democratic
party and Montana will be like in the future.

Tonight you will be deciding the future of our party -- who
will lead us and who will make decisions as we go forward. Make
no mistake about it, you are undertaking serious business
tonight. Our founding fathers first got together in rooms
probably very similar to this one. They started at the
grassroots level -- just like we must now do.

To be sure, we've come a long way since the revolutionary
times of our country's beginnings. But today the situations we
face are very grave. The Montana Democratic party is at a
crossroads. It is fair to say we are in trouble. In the past
few years, we've lost a lot of races we should have won. We
struggled in some that should have been easy. We've been
outnumbered nearly 2-1 in both of the last two sessions of the
Legislature.

We cannot allow that anymore. Because these results are
more than statistics in history books. They mean real decisions
about the quality of life we all enjoy. We have witnessed the
travesty of a Legislature rejecting aid to education, cutting
university funding and debating the proposals of militia groups.

We face an uphill battle. Yet the path we need to take is



clear.

It starts tonight. Tonight I encourage you to fill every
office. There is a burden that we all must share. Then, in a
few months, you will elect new chairs. Make sure that you select
people who will be participate and be part of the process. That
is the only way you will have a vote. Third, during the next
year, we need to recruit candidates for all 125 Legislature
seats. We must seek out people who are dedicated to public
service. And if you are unable to find anyone in your district,
you ought to run yourself. And fourth, if you already have a
candidate in your district, you should go out and recruit at
least ten new dues-paying Democratic party members. People who
will work the phones and get out the vote on election day. Who
will make sure we compete and win in every precinct. Who will
elect our candidates, and make our vision of Montana's future a
reality.

I know the things I've just said aren't easy to achieve.
Quite frankly, I am asking you for your help. But at the same
time, I am making a commitment to you. A few weeks ago, I sent
over 8,000 letters to Montanans -- some Independents, some
Democrats who have drifted away and even some Republicans --
asking them to join us in the Democratic tent. I've also been
making calls to folks and asking them for their help in our
battle. And I will continue this work.

And that leads me to my final point, I have to tell you that
there is one more election tonight that you didn't expect. I
want you to elect someone at the meeting tonight to give me a
call tomorrow. I want your designee to let me know how your
elections turn out. I also want that person to give me at least
two suggestions as to what I can do to help the Montana
Democratic party.

Through it all, I envision great things on our horizon. We
are Democrats and we stand for what is best about America. We
need to fight proudly for what we believe in.
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