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Intro Pkotojoumalismj227

Professor: Jerem y Lurgio 
O ffice: DAH 434
Phone: 406.243.2601 
O ffice  Hours: T -  1 - 3 pm 

TH -  3-5 pm
or by a p p o in tm e n t

Email: Jerem y.lurg io@ um ontana.edu

Graduate TA: Stephanie Parker
O ffice: DAH 437 
O ffice  Hours: T -  3-5 PM 

W -  2-3 PM

©  Paula Bronste in

‘ ~]~here is o n ly  y o u  a n d  y o u r  cam era.

7 ~he lim ita tio n s in y o u r  p h o to g ra p h y  a re  in y o u rs e lf ; f o r  w h a t

About tke course:

J227 in troduces you to  the  skills, theory and ethics o f photojournalism . You will learn how  to  
hand le  a d ig ita l SLR cam era  and c re a te  a w orkflow  in the  d ig ita l darkroom . The emphasis is on 
p h o to g ra p h ic  con ten t, and  you will p rodu ce  im ages from  a varie ty  o f areas within 
photojournalism , such as portraits and sports. Because this is a journalism  class, you will be  
expe c ted , for most assignments, to  pho tog ra ph  p eo p le  you do  no t know. You will also learn 
how  to  recogn ize  and  g en e ra te  story ideas. This class is com p le te ly  d ig ita l - all work will be  done  
w ith d ig ita l cam eras and com puters. You need a professional d ig ita l cam era  (DSLR) th a t has 
m anua l override capabilities. If you do  not have one  w e  will pair you up w ith ano the r student 
and  you will ch e ck  ou t a cam era  to  share for the  semester.

Assignments:

Your ph o to g ra p h ic  assignments rece ive  the  most w e ig h t tow ard  your final grade. Assignments 
will be  discussed in class. You will be  required to  pho tog ra ph  seven sing le -photo  assignments as 
well as a final pho to  pro ject. You must w a it until w e  discuss each  assignm ent in class before 
pho tog raph ing  th a t assignment. You must shoot a different subject for each assignment. You 
m ay not select photos from a prior assignment for a current assignment. The same is true of 
resubmissions. You will have a m idterm  based on readings, lectures, slideshows and current 
events. U nannounced quizzes and add itiona l reports m ay also be  required.

Course outcomes:

• To d eve lop  the  te ch n ica l and in te llectua l skills needed  to  express stories through 
pho tog raphy.

• To understand photojournalism  and how  to  excel in the  field.
• To know  w h a t makes a goo d  pho tog ra ph  based on com position, lighting, c o n te n t and 

te ch n ica l quality.
• To build your visual storytelling ability.
• To write  a c c u ra te  and e ffic ien t captions.
• To p rodu ce  publishable im ages th a t help build your portfo lio.



• To understand the  basics o f journalism  ethics and the  im po rtance  o f truth, a c c u ra c y  and 
fairness.

i „ j  x_  T)l x _ :_______I :____i ____

Methods:

A lthough I will g ive mini-lectures, w e  will spend most o f our tim e in class looking a t pictures and 
ta lk ing a b o u t w h a t makes a pho to  successful. We will d iscover the  art o f seeing and  the  pow er 
o f still images.

S tuden ts  w ith  D isabilities:
If you have a disability th a t you feel a ffects your pe rfo rm ance  in this class, please see me, and 
we'll m ake reasonable  accom m oda tio ns . Please see w w w .um t.edu /dss for details.

Textbooks:

There is no required text for this class. However, suggested readings listed in the  syllabus refer to  
Ken Kobre's Photojournalism: The Professional's Approach, 6th ed., Boston, Focal Press, 2008.
I have a fe w  copies in my o ffice  th a t you can borrow  during o ffice  hours.

• London, Barbara, Stone, Jim and Upton, John, Photography, 9th ed., Upper Saddle River, NJ, 
Pearson/Prentice Hall, Longman, 2008.

• Parrish, Fred. S, Photojournalism, An Introduction, Belmont, CA, Wadsworth, 2002.

Labs and Equipment Checkout:

A m anda to ry  lab  will m ee t for three weeks to  p rovide  you w ith basic te chn ica l tra ining in the  
d ig ita l darkroom  and  workflow . You will rece ive  a lab  grade, w h ich will be  part o f your final 
class grade . Labs are Tuesday and W ednesday evening for the  fo llow ing weeks: 3, 4, and 5 Lab 
a tte n d a n c e  and pa rtic ipa tion  is worth 15 points. There will also be  an op tion  d ig ita l cam era  lab 
during w eek 2.

Equipm ent ch e cko u t will be  closed on President's Day (Feb. 17) and during spring break 
be tw een  (M arch 31 -  April 4). Equipm ent c h e cko u t begins on Thurs. January 30.

ALL e q u ipm en t must be  returned during class on Thursday M ay 8, or a hold will be  p la ce d  on 
your final g rade  and you will be  cha rge d  the  full re p la ce m e n t va lue  o f the  equ ipm ent. W e will 
discuss our equ ipm en t ch e cko u t policy, in deta il, in class.

Equipment:

You are required to  shoot assignments w ith a professional d ig ita l cam era  (DSLR) w ith m anual 
exposure contro l. Yes, you can  have a cam era  th a t has au to  exposure controls, bu t it must have 
m anual exposure capab ility . We will shoot in m anua l m ode  all semester. W e strongly 
recom m end  th a t you purchase a C anon or Nikon if you plan on entering this field. W e'll review  
specific  cam eras in class. And yes, w e  have  cam eras and  lenses for checkou t. If you need a 
cam era  you will be paired w ith a classm ate and the  tw o  o f you will be assigned a cam era  kit for 
the  semester. Both o f you will be  responsible for th a t equ ipm ent.
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You will not be using any flash unit in this class. If you use a flash, your g rade  will be  low ered by 
five  points. Everything will be  p h o to g ra p h e d  in ava ila b le  light - sunlight, indoor lighting, e tc. We 
will ta lk  a b o u t ISO speed in class.

1—1___ j - ~  T)l__J - ~ : ______ I:____i ™

Discussions and Critiques:

This course com bines lectures, critiques and  lab tim e with app lied  p rac tice . You will be 
e xp e c te d  to  p a rtic ip a te  in discussions and  critiques, and  to  exam ine your work, the  work o f your 
classmates and the  work o f the  masters. Your pa rtic ipa tion  is essential and  required. If you miss 
a critique, you lose a letter grade for that assignment.

Cell pkones and text messaging:

If you bring your cell phone  to  class it must be  in the  o ff position. No text messaging a llow ed in 
class. If you are d iscovered tex t messaging you will rece ive  a zero for th a t d a y  -  th a t includes  
any  assignm ent th a t m ay  b e  d ue  th a t day. The sam e is true for do ing any work not re la ted  to  
class on any com pute r. These rules also app ly  to  your lab  sections.

Submission o f  assignments:

For all s ingle-p icture assignments you will fo llow  these genera l guidelines. We will go  over specific  
guidelines in class.

7. Always shoot in RAW format.
2. Submit assignments ONE HOUR before class.
3. Submit your photos with the correct Slug. We will go over this for each  assignment.
4. Submit a Photoshop Contact sheet of 60 to 300 images from your shoot.
5. Turn in all assignments electronically unless directed otherwise.
6. Submit all assignments using the Professors' server at the School of Journalism:

> Lurgio Jerem y, > J227, > Assignment Drop Boxes > Assignment 
*** Always b a ck  up your work!!! (on DVD or external hard drive or both.) You are REQUIRED TO 
HAVE AN EXTERNAL HARD DRIVE. The school is not responsible for back ing  up your work.

AFTER HOURS ACCESS

For a fte r hours access to  Don Anderson Hail, co m p le te  a n d  subm it this form
online: h ttp ://iour.um t.edu /curren t-s tudents /B u ild ing -access.php  by  Friday Feb. 7.
C o m p le te  only ONE request per semester. Be sure to  se lect all courses you are tak ing which 
perta in  to  Don Anderson Flail, and inc lude  in form ation in the  "C om m ents Section" (300/400-level 
courses) to  further clarify your request. Rooms for this class: 009, 305, 306. A  door access-code  will 
be  assigned and p rov ided to  you via email, a fte r subm itting this form. This request will also 
a c tiv a te  your GrizCard for the  build ing. All codes will rem ain a c tive  until the  last d a y  o f the 
semester.

Deadlines:
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Assignments must be  subm itted on the  server no la ter than  40 minutes be fore  class on the  due  
da te . Therefore your assignments are due  a t (9:00 am ). A  la te  assignm ent will rece ive  one  le tter 
g rade  lower for each  d a y  it is late. (For exam ple: If you rece ive  a 19 on the  assignm ent (out o f 
20) bu t it is one  d a y  late, your g ra d e  will be  a 17). Deadlines are not flexible in photojournalism 
or in this class. A late assignment is one that is turned in after the deadline. For exam ple, if  an  
assignm ent is due  a t 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, turn ing in th a t assignm ent Tuesday a t 9:07 a.m. 
m eans the assignm ent is late. If th a t sam e assignm ent is tu rned in W ednesday a t 9:07 a.m. it is 
tw o  days late.

 n l _____ I:___ i „ _

DroppingtKeclass w w w .u m t.e d u /c a ta lo g /a c a d /a c a d p o lic y /d e fa u lt.h tm l
• Beginning the sixteenth (16) instructional day of the semester through the forty-fifth (45) 

instructional day, students use p ap e r forms to  drop, a d d  and  m ake changes o f section, 
g rad ing  option, or credit. The d ro p /a d d  form  must be  signed by the  instructor o f the 
course and the  student's advisor. The signed d ro p /a d d  form  must be returned to  the  
Registration coun te r no la ter than the  forty-fifth instructional day.

• Beginning the forty-sixth (46) instructional day of the semester through the last day of 
instruction before scheduled final examinations, students must petition to drop. The 
petition  form  must be  signed by the  instructor o f the  course and  the  student's advisor and 
the  dean  o f the  student s major. Documented justification is required for dropping courses 
by petition. O ne o f the  fo llow ing four must be  met: a c c id e n t or illness, fam ily  em ergency, 
c h a n g e  in student work schedu le  or student does not rece ive  any eva lua tion  o f 
pe rfo rm ance  be fo re  d rop  dead line .

No Pass/Fail grad ing option

Because J227 is a required course for all journalism  students, it ca n n o t be  taken Pass/Fail. This 
applies EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT A JOURNALISM STUDENT. Everyone in the  class will earn a le tter 
g rade , no exceptions. You ca n n o t aud it this class, or anyjourna lism  class.

ResuFmissions o f  assignments:

You will be  a llow ed to  resubm it any g rade d  pho to g ra p h ic  assignment you turn in on time, 
e xce p t the  final Reporting With A  C am era  pro ject. If you w a n t to  resubm it a g rade d  pho to  
assignment, you must do  so w ithin tw o  weeks o f the  d a y  you rece ive  your g ra d e  for th a t 
assignment (If you are absent the  d a y  assignments are returned, you still must resubm it within 
th a t tim e fram e). I will g rade  the  second version, and your final g rade  for th a t assignment will be 
the  ave rag e  o f the  grades for the  tw o  versions, unless the  resubmission is m ore than  tw o  points 
higher than  your first grade. In th a t case I will post the  higher score. Resubmissions must be  m ore 
than just four or five fram es qu ickly taken. You must pu t in the  sam e am oun t o f e ffo rt you did on 
the  first version. You must reshoot a new set of pictures on each  resubmitted assignment. Simply 
fo llow  the  assignment instructions and  redo  th a t assignment. I w a n t you to  learn. This provides an 
oppo rtun ity  to  do  so, plus a c h a n c e  to  im prove your g rade . You can  resubm it your seven single 
assignments only -  not your final pro ject.

Professionalism and Attendance:

J227 seeks to  c re a te  a professional environm ent. That means, am ong  o ther things, th a t w e  
respect each  o f our co lleagues in the  classroom. Ninety pe rce n t o f w h a t you do  in the  day-to -



d a y  professional world revolves around dea ling  w ith peop le . How you work and  in te rac t w ith 
p e o p le  is essential to  your career. That's w hatjourna lis ts  do. Your a ttitu d e  in the  classroom and 
to w a rd  e ach  o ther is vital. It also means missing a class is like missing a d a y  o f work. I e xp e c t you 
to  show up on tim e, and show up prepared . If w e  start class w ith a quiz or exercise and you are 
late, you will not be  ab le  to  m ake up the  work.

Due to the nature of the lab instruction, you CANNOT m ake up any lab that you miss.

If you know  you are go ing to  miss class or be  late, le t m e know  in ad va n ce . An "excused 
absence" genera lly  involves personal or fam ily illnesses or em ergencies. Routine m ed ica l 
appoin tm ents, jo b  obligations, com pu te r problems, and schedu led  interviews are not valid 
reasons for missing class.

1—1 t >I  I : ____l ____

Your a tte n d a n c e  will be  g raded . Regular and tim e ly a tte n d a n c e  is crucia l in this class, and you 
are e xp e c te d  to  p a rtic ip a te  in critiques. M uch o f the  in form ation covered  in class will not be 
p rov ided in the  supp lem enta l text or readings. You will be  responsible for m ateria l cove red  in 
your absence  (ge t notes from  a fe llow  student -  do  not e xp e c t m e to  rev iew  the  class discussion 
or lecture  w ith you). Your assignments will still be  due  a t their schedu led  times. Critiques are an 
im portan t pa rt o f the  class, and unexcused absences will be  noted.

G rading and Grading Criteria:

The m ain ob je c tive  o f this class is learning. Because I d o n 't  e xp e c t you to  be  p ro fic ien t in the  
photojournalism  style a t first, I will g ra d e  the  first pho to  assignm ent (dep th  o f fie ld) easier than 
the  others. Effort will be rew arded  on this assignment.

Each shooting assignm ent receives a g rade  based on both  c o n te n t and te ch n ica l execution. 
The c o n te n t portion is for im age  con ten t, story, creativ ity, g raph ic  organ ization and the  freshness 
o f your ph o to g ra p h ic  vision. The te ch n ica l execu tion portion is for how  e ffec tive ly  you execu ted  
te ch n ica l skills like focus and exposure. I will look a t the  qua lity  o f the  RAW im ages and how  you 
m ade  any, if necessary, corrections in Photoshop.

Your g ra d e  for the  w eekly assignments will be on a 20-point scale. There will be  seven w eekly 
pho to  assignments, for a possible 140 points. In add ition  there will be  o ther exercises and 
assignments. I also pay  a tten tion  to  im provem ent th roughou t the  class.

140 points Seven pho to  assignments (20 points each)
5 points Classm ate portra it to  lab

10 points Classm ate portra it
10 points Photo book report
10 points Book report oral presentation
10 points C ap tion  writing exercise

5 points Reporting With The C am era  them e  ideas
10 points Reporting With The C am era  proposal
10 points Reporting With The C am era  u p d a te
40 points Reporting With The C am era  final
45 points A tte n d a n c e  and pa rtic ipa tion  g rade
40 points M idterm
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15 points Lab a tte n d a n c e  and pa rtic ipa tion  g rade

350 points Possible to ta l

CAPTION PENALTIES: Starting w ith your Q uality o t Light assignment, each  ca p tio n  error o t the 
fo llow ing will result in an automatic 60%: misspelling the  nam e o t a subject, not nam ing peop le  
w ho are iden tifiab le  in your photos, misspelling o t o ther p roper names or places, and a Tactual 
error th a t can  be verified.

GRADING SCALE:

A 93 to  100% B- 80 to  82% D+ 68 to  69%
A - 90 to  92% C+ 78 to  79% D 63 to  67%
B+ 88 to  89% C 73 to  11% D- 60 to  62%
B 83 to  87% C- 70 to  72% F 59% and be low

1—1 T)l _______ / : ____ i

Academic konesty:

Nothing th a t was shot be fore  this semester m ay be  turned in for this class. You must turn in new  
work for e ach  assignment in this class. It is e xp e c te d  th a t all work done  in this class on 
p h o to g ra p h ic  exercises, captions, quizzes, e tc . will be  your own. Any a c t  o t a c a d e m ic  
dishonesty will result in referral to  the  proper university authorities or disciplinary action . Students 
must be  Tamiliar w ith the  c o n d u c t c o d e  online a t 
h ttp ://w w w .um t.ed u /S A /vpsa /ind ex .cT m /page /2 585 .

You m ay not subm it for this course any assignm ent th a t has previously, or will be  concurrently, 
subm itted for ano the r class, unless you rece ive  prior app rova l Trom the  professor for this course. 
To do  so w ithou t permission will result in an F for the  assignm ent and  cou ld  result in an F for the 
course.

Supply List:

You need a professional d ig ita l cam era  (DSLR) w ith a m anua l m ode  or a ch o ice  o t m anua l and 
a u to m a tic  m odes and a lens. M ore lenses are be tte r (a w ide  ang le  and a te lepho to ). You 
need c o m p a c t flash cards. You need an external hard drive to  b a ck  up your work.
Places to  purchase supplies are listed below :

Missoula The Darkroom, 135 N. Higgins Ave. 549-1070
Yellowstone Photo, 321 N. Higgins 728-7637
Spotlight Photo (Laura Capron), Corvallis 961-3440
UC Bookstore 243-1234
Neal's Photo (Stephen Neal), Philipsburg 800-859-3855

By phone  A d o ra m a  (ado ram a .com ) 1-800-223-2500
and online B&H (bhpho tov ideo .com )

C a lum et (ca lum e tpho to .com )
C am era  World (cam eraw orld .com )

1-800-947-7785
1-888-888-9083
1-800-226-3721
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Glazer's C am era Supply (g lazerscam era.com ) 1 -888-531 -3232
Pro Photo Supply (p ropho tosupp ly .com ) 1-800-835-3314
Robert's (w w w .roberts im aa ing .com ) 1.800-726-5544
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/-n a nn  rrrv-nio ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES

1 .
Jan. 28

Jan. 30

In troduction and  syllabus review  
Lab in troduction  and sign up 
COMPACT FLASH CARDS 
Assign p h o to  boo k  report

Digital cam eras I 
Review Nikon and C anon

co m p le te  a fte r hours 
access form  & J-School 
fully provisioned a c c o u n t 
bring your cam era to class on Tfaurs.

Buy Com pact Flash Card
Kobre pp. 3-15, 25-35, 

74-91, 94-95

2 .
Feb. 4

Feb. 6

Exposure
Apertu re  and shutter speed

Lenses
Digital cam era  II -  ou t in the  field 

Assign classm ate to  p h o to g ra p h

Digital C am era Lab

Kobre pp. 16-21, 48-51, 
57-71, 168-169

3 .
Feb. 11

Feb. 13

Review Aperture, Shutter Speed, Exposure 
Depth o f Field - ou t in the  fie ld  
Assign d e p th  o f fie ld  assignm ent

Sports
Classm ate Portrait critique

Kobre pp. 36, 38-43, 
97-113, 166-167

Kobre pp. 127-131 
Classmate portrait

Digital Darkroom 1 
Saving Photos 
Bring Classmate 
Portraits to  lab

4 .
Feb. 18 

Feb. 20

Intro to  Photoshop 
Photoshop Ethics

Critique Depth o f Field

Digital Darkroom 2

Depth of Field

5 .
Feb. 25 

Feb. 27

Q uality o f Light and  Com position 
Assign Q uality o f  Light a n d  Com position

P ho to g ra ph ing /A pp roa ch ing  peo p le  
W here Can I go: Public vs. Private 
Portraits 
Assign Portraits

Digital Darkroom 3

Photo book report 
written report
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/n a  n n  rrwrYi/-*
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES

6 .
Mar. 4 Captions

C ap tion  exercises in class

Mar. 6 C ritique Q uality o f Light 
Review C ap tion  exercise

Quality of Light 
Caption exercise

7 .
Mar. 11 Oral presentations on books Photo book report 

oral presentations

Mar. 13 Critique Com position
Oral presentations on books (Cont.)

Composition

8 .
Mar. 18 Ethics and  photojournalism  

Review for M idterm  Exam

Mar. 20 M idterm
Emotion and  In te raction 
Assign Interaction

MIDTERM

9 .
Mar. 25 Critique Portrait Portraits

Mar. 27 PHOTO STORY I
Assign Reporting with Cam era

Story Theme ideas

1 0 .
April 1 SPRING BREAK

April 3 SPRING BREAK



-* . n-rm /- ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES

11 .
April 8 Photo Story 2

April 10 Reporting w ith  
C am era  Discussion

Story Proposal

12 .
April 15 Reporting w ith a sm artphone

Pros and Cons
History o f Photojournalism

April 17 C ritique In teraction Interaction

13 .

April 22 Features/ Pictorials

April 24 Reporting w ith C am era U pdate Reporting with Cam era Update

14 .
April 29 C ritique Sports Sports

M ay 1 TBA

15 .
M ay 6 Humor and  Personal vision 

Evaluations and fe e d b a c k

M ay 8 Reporting With The C am era  Reporting With The
Cam era Final

Final Exams period -  Thursday M ay 15, 8 am  -  10 am  Reporting With The
Cam era Final

All equipment due Thursday M ay 8 class

If you do  not return equ ipm en t by this d a te  you will be  cha rged  
re p la ce m e n t cost o f said equ ipm ent, plus you will rece ive  an 
in com p le te  in your class until you pay  in full for th a t equ ipm ent.
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Take classm ate portraits to  lab 5

Classm ate portra it 10

Depth o f Field 20

Photo book report 

C ap tion  exercise 

Q uality o f Light

Photo Book Oral Presentations 

Com position 

M idterm  Basics Test 

Portraits I 

Portraits II

Reporting w ith C am era them e  ideas 

Reporting w ith the  C am era Proposal 

In te raction

Reporting w ith the  C am era U pdate  

Sports

Reporting w ith the  C am era Final Project 

A tte n d a n c e  and pa rtic ipa tion  

Lab a tte n d a n c e
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