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JRNL270
Reporting 
Section 2 
Spring 2014

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course will in troduce you to  the 
fundam entals of rep o rtin g  and  w riting  
new s for prin t, online and  broadcast.

Successfu l JRNL 2 7 0  stu d en ts  w ill:
• Develop sound  new s judgm ent.
• Learn to  w rite  basic new s sto ries 

w ith  accuracy, clarity, logic and  
precision.

• Learn to  conduct in terview s.
• U nderstand  and  em ploy sto ry  

form ats for p rin t, b ro ad cast and  
online.

• Learn the  basics of gathering  and  ed iting  audio. 
U nderstand  essen tia l ethical princip les of journalism .•

CLASS MEETINGS, HOLIDAYS AND FINAL:
The class m eets on Tuesdays and  T hursdays from  11:10 to  12:30 p.m. in Don 
A nderson Hall 009. Classes will n o t be held  from  M arch 31-April 4 (Spring Break). 
We will cover a couple of out-of-class events. Stay tu n ed  for those  announcem ents. 
The final exam  is scheduled  for 8 to  10 a.m. on Monday, May 12, in DAH 000. (No 
early  finals. Do n o t schedule y o u r flight hom e before th e  final.)

INSTRUCTOR
Professor Dennis Swibold

• Office: Don A nderson  Hall 413
• Office hours are  11 to  noon M ondays and  W ednesdays, or by appoin tm ent.
• Office phone: 243-2230.
• Email: dennis.sw ibold@ um ontana.edu

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS AND READING
News W riting and Reporting: The Complete Guide fo r  Today's Journalist. As tex ts go, 
th is is p re tty  good. You’ll find lots of exam ples and  extra resource  bo th  in th e  book  
and  online. I expect you to  keep up w ith  assignm ents, exercises and  handou ts  on the  
class’s Moodle site. If you ’re  serious ab o u t journalism , please buy The Associated  
Press Stylebook and Libel Manual. T here’s an  online version  too.



WEEKLY'IN THE NEWS'ASSIGNMENT
Journalists have to  be new s junkies, and  you r new s d ie t has to  be diverse. So, I’ll 
in s is t th a t you follow local, national and  in tern a tio n a l new s. You can do th a t by 
v isiting new s w eb sites, listen ing  to rad io  new s and  w atching  te levision new s. I’ll 
ask  you to  share  w h a t you find

Also, you will have to  suggest one en te rp rise  or follow-up sto ry  th a t needs to  be 
done concern ing  one of th e  stories.

CLASS-BY-CLASS TOPICS AND READINGS
Week Topic Readings in the text
Week 1 News judgment, generating stories Chapter 1, 2,
Week 2 Planning stories, reporter’s tools Chapters 4, 5
Week 3 Research, accuracy in language, Chapters 7, 8
Week 4 Interviewing Chapter 6
Week 5 Leads and story forms Chapter 10,11
Week 6 First assignments Chapter 17
Week 7 Writing for Print Chapter 12
Week 8 Writing for Online Chapter 13
Week 9 Diversity, Libel, Privacy and Ethics Chapter 15,16
Week 10: Gathering and editing sound Handouts, online tutorials
Week 11: Writing for Broadcast Chapter 14
Week 12: Broadcast exercises Handouts
Week 13: Covering a beat, accuracy in numbers Chapter 18, 9
Week 14: Present and critique radio packages
Week 15: Review for final
Week 16: Final

GRADING
W riting and  rep o rtin g  assignm ents 60 p e rce n t
News, style and  g ram m ar quizzes 10 p e rce n t
P artic ipation  10 p e rce n t
Final a ssessm en t 20 p e rce n t

W riting assignm ents will be evaluated  for accuracy, new s judgm ent, clarity, 
com pleteness, fairness, spelling, g ram m ar and  style. Individual grades will reflect a 
professional standard . The closer a piece of w riting  is to  being  publishable, the  
b e tte r  th e  grade.

M isspelled nam es and  o th e r obvious factual m istakes will re su lt in an  au tom atic  F 
for th a t assignm ent. At the  sem este r’s end, the  p ro fesso r m ay su b stitu te  a b e tte r  
grade for th a t assignm ent, b u t only if the  s tu d e n t has avoided rep ea tin g  such 
m istakes on su b seq u en t assignm ents.



PARTICIPATION

P re-reg iste red  s tu d en ts  w ho fail to  a tten d  the  first class m ay be dropped . You are 
expected  to  a tten d  every  class. You can’t  succeed if you m iss critique sessions, 
lec tu res and  labs. You lose one grade in Partic ipation  for every  class you m iss 
w ith o u t a pre-excused  absence.

DEADLINES a n d  PR O FE SS IO NA L ISM

Professionals are  u n d er co n stan t p ressu re  to  produce high-quality  w o rk  in a sh o rt 
tim e. A g rea t s to ry  is of little value if it is filed too  late to  be com petitive w ith  o ther 
new s organizations. Therefore, deadlines in this class will be strictly enforced. Unless 
you m ake p rio r a rran g em en ts  w ith  me, an  assignm ent sub m itted  a fte r the  deadline 
will ge t an F.

If you can’t  m e e t a deadline due to  illness or som e o th e r em ergency, you  m u st le t m e  
know  before the deadline. If you don’t, you w on’t  be allow ed to  m ake up the  work.

BUI LDI NG  ACCESS

For after-hours access to the rooms and doors listed below, please complete and submit 
this form: http://iour.umt.edu/current-students/Building-access.phpV 
Complete only ONE request per semester. Be sure to select all courses you are taking 
which pertain to Don Anderson Hall.

Rooms with numeric-keypads: 009, 114, 300F/I, 305 and 306 
GrizCard swipe access: 101 and front door

A door access code will be assigned and provided to you via email, after submitting this 
form. This request will also activate your GrizCard for the building. All codes will 
remain active until the last day o f the semester. All requests must be submitted by 5 
p.m. on Friday, Feb. 7.

A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  E Q U I P M E N T

Small team s of s tu d en ts  will be responsib le  for a se t of audio reco rd ing  equ ipm en t 
for th e  sem ester. You will m anage sharing  the  gear am ong you r team m ates. You are  
fin an cia lly  resp o n sib le  for an y  lost, s to len  or dam aged  eq u ip m en t.

Be careful w ith  all eq u ip m en t you use. D on 't leave any  eq u ipm en t in you r car or 
anyw here  it m ay be stolen. Do n o t lose you r te m p er and  take it ou t on the 
equipm ent. P roblem s will happen, w h e th e r y ou 're  a t th e  n e tw o rk  level or in college. 
Everything b reaks dow n eventually. B atteries qu it and  com puters don’t  alw ays 
w ork. Be p a tie n t and  learn  to  solve problem s.

A C A D E M I C  H O N E S T Y

I expect you r honesty  in p resen tin g  you r ow n w ork  for th is course. Academ ic 
m isconduct a t  The U niversity  of M ontana is sub ject to  an academ ic penalty  ranging  
from  failing th e  ass ignm en t to  expulsion from  th e  university . S tudents need  to  be 
fam iliar w ith  the  S tuden t Conduct Code.



PLAGIARISM
As defined by "The U niversity of M ontana S tuden t Conduct Code” p lagiarism  is: 
"R epresenting  an o th e r p erso n 's  original w ords, ideas, data, no tes o r o th e r m ateria ls  
as one 's ow n.” This is stric tly  p roh ib ited  in th is class and  any  case of p lag iarism  in 
th is course will be sub ject to  the  penalties ou tlined  in th e  s tu d e n t code of conduct.

DOUBLE-DIPPING
You m ay n o t subm it for th is course any  assignm en t th a t has previously, o r will be 
concurrently , sub m itted  for a n o th e r  class, un less you receive p rio r approval from  
the  p ro fesso r for th is course. To do so w ith o u t perm ission  will re su lt in an  F for the 
assignm en t and  could re su lt in an F for th e  course.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
This course is accessible to  and  usable by o therw ise  qualified s tu d en ts  w ith  
disabilities. To re q u e s t reasonab le  p rogram  m odifications, p lease consu lt w ith  the 
in struc to r. D isability Services for S tudents will a ss is t th e  in s tru c to r and  s tu d e n t in 
the  accom m odation process. For m ore inform ation, v isit the  Disability Services 
w ebsite  a t w w w .u m t.e d u /d ss /.
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