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ADDRESS BY SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD (D., MONTANA)
at the
ANNUAT, ALUMNI HOMECOMING BANQUET, CARROLL COLLEGE, HELENA, MONTANA

Saturday, October 10, 1970 = T7:00 p.m., m.d.s.t.
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As a hoider of a degree from Carroll, T feel an intimate part
of this reunion. It is a pleasure to share a Homecoming with you.

I must acknowledge that my degree eame the easy way. It was
honorary rather than earned. It entailed no classes, term papers, or
examinations. However, I was a long time in obtaining it. Carroll does
not rush these matters. Before deciding that I met the qualifications
for an honorary doctorate, the College administration watched my service
in the Congress for 13 years. ‘

Although not a graduate, I share your affection and ;eapect
for this school. Carroll holds a place of great distinction in the life

of the State. It is one of Montana's cultural adornments and a dynamic

source of leadership.



This homecoming brings me to Montans for the eleventh time
this year. My returns have been all too brief because they have had to
be interspersed throﬁgh one of the most active sessions of the Senate in
recent memory. Already this year, there have been more rolleall votes
than in any other year in the history of the ;ation.

For weeks on end, the Senate has operated on a doublg-shift,
handling one legislative item during daeylight hours and a .second in the

evening, Thls procedural innovation has been effective in coping with

the great volume of legislation requested by the President. It has also

helped to counter what might be termed occasional work-stoppages and slow-

downs or, as they are known in the legislative trade, fillibusters and

talkathons.
The Senate might properly be criticlized, I suppose, for trying
to do too much. Nevertheless, I belleve the legislation which has been

produced, on the whole, 1s well considered and creditable. I say that

without deference to the fact that the Senate is Democratic controlled.



Both parties are responsible for the record. Without substantial coopera=-
tion from Senate Republicans, it could not have been achieved.

In view of the intensity of the Semate session, I think you will
understand why I am more eppreclative than ever of this opportunity to be
with you. It is a welcomed interlude. As yo; know so well, Montana is
beautiful to come home to at any time; it seems even more so t?is fall.

Over the course of my visits this year, I have traveled and re=
traveled the State from one end to the other and from north to south=--in
winter, spring and summer as well as fall. Montana remains, essentially,
what it has always been to me, a symphony of mountains, high plains, forests
and big sky; a song of wind, lakes, streams and rivers.

Crisscrossing the State, I have thought of the letter;ythat have
come to me in great numbers from every county. What has been written to me
over the years covers personal concerns assoclated with the federal govern-

ment=-such as jJob opportunities, social security claims, military discharges,

veterans benefits and draft problems=--and also concerns over the future of




the nation. In traveling the State, I have seen these countless individual
concerns which, each year, grow more numerous, against the backdrop of the
visible growth of the Montana community which has taken place during the last

two or three decades; I have seen these concerns in a changing setting of new
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schools, highways, and airports, irrigation projects, libraries, nursing
homes, community centers, hospitals, fish hatcheries, agricultural research
stations, the wilderness areas, national parks and such vast undertakings
as Hungry Horse, Libby on the Kootenai or Yellowtail.

While much had been done there is yet much that remeins to be
done. Whatever our difficulties here at home, however, we are fortunate
in at least one respect. The same difficulties, when they occur in heavily
urbanized regions, seem to be multiplied many times over. Whetﬁer it is

Py anscgr ey
crime, drug abuse,hrun-down schools, inadequate transportation, high-gost
health services, or soclal tensions=--all of the ills of modern times are
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intensified in densely populated areas.



The contrast is to be seen most sharply in the menace of air
and water pollution. There are occasions when the air over great metro-
politan centers borders on becoming unsafe for breathing. Without correc=-
tions, we could well confront, in the next decade, a series of urban
catastrophies in this nation.

The dangerous implications of air pollution also apply to water
and to food which is taken from the seas, rivers and lakes. It applies,
too, to the pollution of the land. As you may have heard, a warning has
recently gone out against hunting woodcock in certain areas becéuse of the
high coneentration of D.D.T. which is now present in these birds.

The President has spoken against pollution. The Congress has

legislated against pollution. Songs have been written eabout it. Parades

and student strikes have been launched in opposition to it. Substantial

sums of money are already being spent to curb it. If we are agreed on any
point, it is that we do not want to see this situation spread any further.
Nevertheless, the level of damage has not fallen. We have not yet halted

the destruction, let alone reversed it.



As you well know, vast space and sparse population do not serve
as automatie safeguards. There have been serious abuses of the environ=-
ment even in Montana. To be sure, we still have more than an average share
of clean alm, living waters, and a healthy earth with a rich cover and con=
tent. Continuous vigilence is essential, however, if we are to protect the
natural treasures with which we have been endowed. Conservation is a respons=
Ibility wé owe to ourselves and to subsequent generations.

I am persuvaded that conservation and development ecan go hand in
hand. There is a point of balance between the two which ylelds wise use
rather than abwse. It has yet to be achieved either in this State or, for
that matter, anywhere in the nation. It is going to take time,‘money and
effort but that balance can be found. Indeed, it must be found;

Growing national awareness of the danger of pollution comes at
a time of economic recession. The latter has tended to detract our atten=-

tion from the former. Yet, the one cannot be neglected because of the other.

/



We are confronted not only with these two nationwlde questions but with
a host of other difficulties. They cannot be evaded. We camot drop out
of any of them.

Nevertheless, the state of the economy is fundamental and the
fact of recession must be faced. It is seepigg across the nation even as
the Administration is engeged, through restrictive financial practices, in
trying to stop the inflation. The inflation has not yet been halted-fit now
stands at a record 5.7%-4but the drag of the recession is clearly felt in
pockmarks of depression scattered throughout the nation. It is to be seen
in slowing industrial production, in faltering markets, in the disappearance
of credit, in the curtailment of housing construction, in high interest rates,v
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falling profits and shrinking take-home pay. It 1s underscored in the rise
of unemployment which a few days ago reached a rate of 5%%, the highest in
six years. Four more cities of over 50,000 population were added to the

list of those with substantial unemployment, raising the total to 35--more

than at any time since 1964,



In present ecircumstances, I think the late President John F.
Kennedy would have said: "How are we going to get this country moving
again?" It is a question which should be asked. We should ask it of
ourselves repeatedly until satisfactory answefs are found. Nor does the
question apply only to the economy. There is a whole range of concerns
in which the need exists "to get this country moving again." -

As T have already noted, a firm grasp must bé obtained on the
problem of pollution. There is also the serious inner threat to the nation
which stems from gun erime and other eriminal violence and the increase in
. drug abuse. All of these destructive elements are linked. Recent estimates
indicate, for example, that much of the eriminal aectivity in New York City
is traceable to the drug traffic and the desperation of its victims. Ts
it any wonder that the crime rates mre high when there are an estimated
109,000 heroin addicts in that city alone, many under 12 years old--

some addicted since birth?



More and more money is being expended for crime control; yet
the booming increase in law-breaking and violence is unabated. The only
encouraging element in the current statisties is that the steady rise in
murders committed with guns has been held in check for the first time in
memory . .

We have Just begun to scratch the surface of the pro?lem of
crime. Tt is highly complex and involves in addition to effective police
control, rehabilitation and prevention. We can talk about crime but if we
mean to do something about it, we are going to have to act on its many
aspects. Crime is more than a local problem. It is more than a state
problem.

>

The present dimensions of erime are nationwlde. So, too, must be
the solutions. No part of the nation can expect immunity. No locality or
state can build the walls high enough to isolate itself from this epidemic.

As Americans we are all exposed to its dangers. We are all responsible for

its solution. That may entall the acceptance of some approaches to crime

e i




control which have less validity here than elsewhere in the nation. T do
not believe I misjudge Montanans, however, when I say that they are prepared
to do their share in meeting thils difficulty for the good of America.

Crime is one of many issues which have preoccupled the Semate for
many months. Some of these issues can be use& and are now being used in the
hot pursuilt of votes from one end of the ecountry to the other. This is the
time of the year when political medicine men ride through the nation offer=-
ing simple nostrums.

In the end, however, the answers to the nation's difficulties
will not be found in panaceas. Nor can they be exorcised by political
bombast. Whatever the political complexion of the next Congress--these
difficulties will still be with us. They will yield only to su;tained

concern and patient and deliberate action.

Insofar as legislation is involved, I can say that the Senate==

’
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and when I say the Senate, I mean members of both parties--the Senate has

been trying and will continue to try to open up, through orderly legislation,



effective ways to check crime, violence, drug abuse, and pornography.

In all these areas the record of the Senate has been outstanding=--to put

it mildly. The Senate has also been in the vanguard in seeking answers

to pollution and will continue to seek answers, whether the difficulty

>
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lies in thoughtless profiteering, indifference, ineffective federal or
local authority, insufficient technology or an unresponsive and;wasteful
government bureaucracy.

In short, I am confident that the Senate will do what can be
done and what must be done in a legislative sense to keep the nation fit
for decent habitation. I reiterate, however, that the problems are not
going to be liquidated overnight. -We are going to be hearing about race
problems, housing shortages, educational and health needs, pollution, crime,
drugs and violence for many years to come.

I do not despair of the nation's ability to meet this situation.
= réﬁect the view that nothing can be done just as I reject the view that |

the answers to our difficulties are to be found in wild demonstrations, or

in personal attacks and recrimination.



- dhaad - - NP LTSy B P SN WP

Occasional excesses of political zeal in this pre-election period
are understandable. To go around this nation, however, planting the explo-
sives of anarchy or sowing the time~bombs of political confusinn and division
for political profit, in my Judgment, is to do a public disservice. The
problems which confront us are such as to call not for violent division but
for the highest possible degree of unity among our people, young and old,
soldier and student, Republican and Democrat, and President and Congress.

I mmve no apologies to make for the Senate on that score. I have
served as Majority Leader for a decade=-longer than any Majority Leader in
the history of the Republic=~but I have never seen the Senate more national
and less partisan in outlook than during the present session. Democrats and
Republicans have functioned together, for the good of the nation. Menbers
of both parties have worked not against but with the President, supporting
himmwhen possible in good conscience and differing with him--Republicans

and Democrats allke--with restraint and reason when, in good conscience,

they could not.
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The Senate is one body in a Congress of two, in a federal govern-
ment of divided powers, in a natlion of many jurisdictions--state, urban and
rural. FEach must do its part in facing up to the nation's problems. It is
going to take a dedicated effort of government and private organizations,
schools, colleges and cltizens=~all of us==to maintain an equitable present
and a livable future for the people of this nation.

We need to remove tle wedges of division which have been driven
deeper and deeper into our society in the past few years. We need to summon
ourselves to a new unity. It is not beyond our doing. It can be achieved
if we will listen to one another's viewpoint, if we will act towards one
another--regardless of our differences--with a degree of decency, under-
standing and restraint.

In my jJudgment, it is fundamental that we redouble our efforts
to end the war in Viet Nam without further delay. My personal opposition

to this war, as many of you know, is long=-standing. My sentiments on that

score have been expressed in private to three Presidents and publiecly for
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for many years. I have sald 1t before. I say it again to you tonight:
Viet Nam is a tragic mistake.
To label the conflict in that fashlon 18 no reflection on the

bravery and patriotism of the young men who have seen service in Viet Nam,

who have been killed or wounded there and who, even now, are risking their

lives there. Indeed, their dedlcation is of the highest. They haff made

personal sacrifices at the nation's command notwithstanding the grave doubts
.

which have attached to this misbegotten enterprise. They are continulng to

make these sacerifices notwlthstanding the fact that the natioﬁ can no longer

put aside the deep divisions which lmve resulted from this tragic war.

I have urged an end to the conflict by Presidential action, I
have voted in the Senate for action to supplement the President's egforts
and also to set a time certain for disinvolvement of our forces. President
Nixon is to bekommended for having moved to withdraw Americans in substantial

s

numbers from Southeast Asia. Nevertheless, several hundred thousand Americans

remain in Southeast Asia, and, each week, more names are added to the casualty
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lists. The totals now stand at well over 50,000 Americans dead in Indochins;
the wounded approach 300,000.

In these figures--these losses=-I find only a source of grief
and sadness. Each casualty is a part of all of g;. Until those counts
cease to rise, we cannot put aside this question. We owe a prompt end of
the war to those who have served and are serving in Viet Nam. We need a
prompt end to the war, so that the bridges of national unity may be rebuilt,
so that we may turn our attention, again, as one people, to #he real and
pressing needs of this nation. Our country demands it; the Republie

deserves no less.




I commend President Nixon for his five point proposal because it is a
A'(:[!_,;FQ w
mateey of substance; it is not a matter of take it or leave it; it does offer
a set of definite proposals; and it is worthy of united support of both political
parties and the people of this Nation.

Everyone, I am sure, is aware of my position on Vietnam, my opposition to
our bec;ming involved in the first place, my continuing opposition since,
Vietnam is the most tragic mistake in the history of this Republic and since
our involvement, iﬁﬁas been nothing but a continuing tragedy. 1 have differed
with three Presidents on Vietnam, in privacé and in public as well, but every
move they have made towards a.di@inution of hostilities I have approved, and
every endeavor they have proposed segking to bring.about a responsible settlement
I have endorsed. I endorse President Nixoﬁ's definitive proposals wholeheartedly
and without any reservations. 'I hope the members of my party and the people of
the Nation will present a united front at this time to the end that North Vietnam
will be made cognikant that, as a people, we support the President's proposals;
that this offer is being made in good faith; and that we think it should be
accepted at face value. : €

We must bring this tragic war to a close. It has cost us too much already
in casualties, which number almost 53,000 dead and almost 290,000 wounded, for
a total casualty list in excess of 341,000, We have paid too high a price in
the blood of our sons--which is the most important; we have paid too high a

price in the expenditure of our treasure in carrying on this war and bolstering

reggdimes connected with it, and, as a result, we have too many problems at home



unsolved, too many questions unanswered, too much yet to be done.”*

As a Senator from the‘Staﬁe‘of Montana, as the Majority Leader
of the United States Senate, I urge my colleagues to give the President
every possible support in his latest endeavors. I do so because it is

the well being of this Nation--it is the future of this Republic that

counts.
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