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February 14, 1947

Meeting of the faculty was held at 4:00 P M

James A. McCain, Dr. R. H. Jesse presided*, @ on call of President

Present* Alcorn, Ames. Arnold oa* axi . _
gotland. Brunsop, B, @mpkell, Gase W P coad” Corl'dsBingfior

o GdiGen Gubrandsen. FallToA! HTAZrHstnsAHBERARY HSBn

Stimer, Struckman, Suehy, Sullenberger, Tascher' Teei.st Ser’
VGRS MAGES WYRLIHORnYR sy, el Wendt. v Wikson, W Yhren

Accounted for: Albright, Armsby, Badgley, Blaesser, Brody, Carleton, Chinske
= Dahlberg, Flint, Fritz, Garlington, Heiss, Hertler, Howard,
Karlin, Leaphart, Lommasson, MacArthur, Mollett, Nelson. G. Smith R Smith
SteYvart, M. Swearingen, T, Swearingen, Szakash, Toelle, M. White,’mc *White,
Williams and Mrs. rvey.

The minutes of the meeting of January 31, 1947 were approved.

As unfinished business Dr. Jesse asked Dr. Merriam to continue the
discussion on the recommendations of the Special Curriculum Committee.
Dr. Merriam presented the recommendations of the Committee as a seconded
motion with the request that the recommendations be voted upon without
discussion since the copy had been,in the hands of the faculty fbr some
time. Dr. J. E. Miller moved that voting be by secret ballot. Dr.
Browman seconded the motion which was passed by a vote of 47 Yes 39 No
after a call for division of the house. Following is the seconded motion:

"The Special Curriculum Committee presents to the faculty, after
(I:onsultatlon with President McCain, its report as a seconded motion.
t moves:

R8 That each student in the University be required to study in
each of five fields of knowledge and values, namely, physical
sciences, biological sciences, the social sciences, the

humanities and psychology-philosophy-history of religion
(perhaps entitled "The Mind and Nature of Man");

R9 that 4 integrated courses and a "major" be required of all
students in the University, the study in the "major" sub-
stituting for one of the 5 general courses recommended;

R6 that these 4 general courses be offered for 4 credits a
quarter for 3 quarters;

R5 that offerings in the 4 general courses now given (the
physical sciences, the biological sciences, the social
sciences, the humanities) be modified as may be wise for
as full attainment as possible of the objectives of

basic education;

R7 that a new course in psychology, philosophy, history of
religion (perhaps entitled "The Mind and Nature of Man")
be set up and required of all students for 3 credits a

quarter for 3 quarters;

RIO that each school and department determine for itself at
what time and how its students shall take these 5 general

Courses;

R4 that Communication (reading, speaking, «vriting) be required
of all freshmen for 3 credits a quarter for 3 quarters;

R13 that onortunity to take a comprehensive examination over
the subject-matter contained in any of the 5 general courses

be offered to any students, and that success in that
comprehensive examination exempt the student from further

requirements in that general course;

RIl that each school and department shall determine whether it
shall or shall not require study of a foreign language or
foreign languages of its students;
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R2 that work in health education, public and personal, to a
minimum of three credits be required of all students;

R3 that the present requirement in physical education stand
for the present, but that some committee give it study;

R1 that a permanent committee be appointed for current study
of the curriculum;

R12 that instructors who judge work periods helpful be encouraged
to establish them."

The motion was lost by a vote of 69 No - 28 Yes.
Dean James L. C. Ford moved that:

*1. Every student in the University be required to take three out
of four general courses in the biological and physical sciences,
the social sciences, and the humanities for three quarters each,
at four credits each per quarter; and that, possible departmental
exemptions to the three required courses be set up through a
committee consisting of:

a) Two representatives, on a rotating basis, from the
School or Division involved; these representatives
to be appointed by the president;

b) Two members from.the present Special Curriculum
Committee, to be appointed by the president;

c) The chairman of the regular Curriculum Committee,
who also will serve as chairman of this committee
on exemptions."

The motion was seconded by Dr. Jesse. Dr. Miller and Dr. Browman spoke
against the motion and Dr. Browman moved that the motion be amended as
follows: "That every study in the University be required to study in

the 4 fields of knowledge, the biological sciences, the physical sciences,
the social sciences, and the humanities, not less than' 3 quarters each
with the "major" counting as the fourth field and that departmental
exemptions be set up as provided in Mr. Ford’s original motion”. The
motion to ammend Mr. Ford’s motion was seconded.

Dr. Atkinson then moved that all motions and ammendments before the
house be postponed until the next faculty meeting or at the convenience
of President McCain. The motion was seconded by Dr. Phillips and passed.

Dre W. P. Clark asked that motions to be presented to the'faculty be mimeo-
graphed hereafter and distributed for prior consideration in order that it
might be possible to vote intelligently on the issue involved.

Dr. Kenneth P. Davis stated that; (1) he felt that no real attempt at
appraisal of the effectiveness of present general courses had been mada;
(2) that there had not been adequate recognition to date of the particular
and peculiar problems offp_rofessional schools; (3) that alternative plans
had not been explored sufficiently.

6. President McCain discussed legislative proposals of interest to Montana

State University.

7. The meeting was adjourned.

Leo Smith
Secretary
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