University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana

Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and

Interviews Mike Mansfield Papers

9-16-1974

Congressional Record - The Disposition of the Watergate Tapes

Mike Mansfield 1903-2001

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation

Mansfield, Mike 1903-2001, "Congressional Record - The Disposition of the Watergate Tapes" (1974).
Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews. 1217.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches/1217

This Speech is brought to you for free and open access by the Mike Mansfield Papers at ScholarWorks at University
of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews by an
authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.


https://scholarworks.umt.edu/
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mike_mansfield_papers
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fmansfield_speeches%2F1217&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches/1217?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fmansfield_speeches%2F1217&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu

THE DISPOSITION ON THE
WATERGATE TAPES

Mr. MANSFIELD, Mr, President, on
Beptember 9, I stated In a speech on the
floor of the Senate:

May I say that I am also concerned that
an agreement has been reached whereby,
after 3 years, the White House tapes will
becoms the property of former President
ixon. During that period, the former Presa-
fdent and the Pederal Government will have

to those tapes. It is my belief that
tapes should be retalned in the con-
the

that except for those portions of
the tapes dealing with the national security,
they all be published.

Mr. President, article IV, section 3 of
the Constitution contains the following
statement:

z

shall have power to dispose
of and make all needful rules and regulstions
respecting the territory or other property

to the United States; and nothing
in this constitution shall be so construed
as to prejudice any claims of the United
States, or of any particular state.

Two days later, on September 11, 1
introduced Senate Resolution 399, as fol-
lows:

Senale Resclution 360—Submission of a
Resolution urging full public access to in-
formation regarding the Watergute Inves-
tigation. (Referred by unanimous consent
to the Committee on Government Opera-
tlons.)

Mr. Mansrrerp submitted the followlng res-
olution:

8. Res. 309

Wherean, It 18 paramount to the national
tuterest that the American public be made
fully aware af all facts connected with and
relating to Watergate matters and the frults
of all investigations conducted pursuant
thereto; and

Whereas, It s uncertaln that there ls now
assured public access to all such facts as they
are contained in papers, documents, memo-
randa, tapes and transcripts, Be It There-
fore

Resolved, That President Pord take all
steps necessary to assure full public access ta
all facts connected with and relating to Wa-
tergate matters and the fruits of all investi-
gations conducted pursuant thereto, and Be
It Further

Resolved, Thal except In cases clearly vital
to the national security interests of the
United States, President Pord afford the
American publie full access to all such pa-
pers, documents, memorands, tapes and
transcripts originating at anytime during the
period January 20, 1969 through August 9,
1974 at the earliest practicable time and-in
an adequate and effective manner,
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This resolution speaks for itself. It
calls upon President Ford to assure the
American people that in the national
Interest they will be provided all of the
facts of Watergate and all of the facts
relating to matters commected therewith.

That the American people are entitled
to these facts is unguestioned in my

Judgment; that they are not now assured

of that opportunity is equally clear, how-
ever.

Watergate and all of its ramifications
are not now behind us. They will not be
behind us until the record is complete.
To accomplish that objective In our free
and open soclety will require full access
by the American people to all relevant
data and Information. To justify this ac-
tion I would refer to the words of Mr.
Justice Btory In a case cited by Attorney
General Saxbe in his opinion issued by
the White House on Sentember 6

Prom the nature of the public service,
or the character of the documenis, embrac-

ing historical, military, or diplomatic L‘:;‘M
formation, It may be the right, and even :

duty, of the government o give them pub-
llelty, even agalost the will of the writers,
(Folsom v. Marsh, 2 Story 100, 1841)

Such a duty end such a right have
been clearly and amply demonstrated
with respect to the nature of Watergate
and to the character of all Information
relating thereto.

In my opinion, the public papers of
the Presidency used in the transaction
of the people’s business belong not to any
one person, but to the Government and
through the Government, to the people,
There 15 no law which states that these
papers become the property of a retir-
ing or resigned President. I am some-
what surprised that Mr. Richard Q. Vaw-
ter of the General Bervices Administra-
tion, said recently that:

We consider every plece of paper acoumu-
lated in the White House during the Nixon
Administration to be Mr. Nixon's personal
property.

It is Interesting to note that our first
President, George Washington, was of
the opinion that his official papers be-
longed to the Government., To quote
President Washington, he stated that his
papers were “a species of public proper-
ty, sacred in my hands.”

In order to face up to what has be-
come a custom based on precedents, but
not on law, I have Introduced Benate
Resolution 389 along with a number of
other Senators—I see that the distin-
guished Benator from New York (Mr.
JAvVITS) & cosponsor, 1s in the Chamber—
so that congressional intent will be made
clear that these papers are not private
property but, in the last analysis, be-
long to the people.

Too many Presidents have stripped the
White House of their official papers,
some to preserve them in libraries, others
to use them as a basis for books and in-
terviews, and all of them being consid-
ered the private property of a President
who was elected and who used publie
funds to be able to amass documents,
papers, memoranda, tafes and ftran-
scripts, or whatever.

I am today addressing a letter to the
distinguished Chalrman of the Commit-
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tee on Government Operations, the Sen-
ator from North Carolina, Mr, Sam Er-
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