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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —«~SENATE

Seplember 8, 1075

Mr. MANSFIELD, Mr. Preskient, I
wish to joln the distinguished Republican
leader in expressing my rellef and thank-
fulnees that the President of the United
Stales came to no harm on Friday alter-
noon List in Californla

The President has indicated that he is
very much impressed with the protection
furnished by the Secret Service, and he
had nothing but words of praise for the
way they performed their duties, obliga-
tions, and responsibilities.

The country is grateful that the at-
tempt misfired, if one can use that word
in this particular Instance, Even though
the gun was not cocked and the firing
chamber vas empty, the next one was
not empiy.

I hope we will be able to achleve In this
Nation a degree of civijity and respon-
sibility on the part o1 ail our people so

that incidents of this kind will not hap-
pen in the future. Presidents have to take
chances. President Ford rolled with this
one quite nicely, and I was impressed
with the statement made by his wife,
Betty Ford, to the effect that that is a
part of the job which he holds. But it
should not be a part of the job which he
holds, because there should be nothing
but the utmost respoect townrd the Presi-
dent of the United States; and I hope
that this incldent will bring about a feel-
ing of renewed responsibility and re-
newed civility toward whoever happens
to hold that olfice,

September 23, 1975

COMMENTS ON THE LATEST
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT

Mr. MANSFIELD. Myr. President, I
hiandly know what Lo say in view of the
fuct that, for the third time in 2 weeks,
ntlempts or allegations of atiempls have
been made upon t1:2 life of the President
of the United States. There was the in-
cidenl of Miss Fromme, who did not cock
the .45, and even if she had, the first
chamber would have been empty. so, for-
tunately, nothing happened there.

There is the incident or potential in-
cident which oceurred in St. Louis about
# weelt ago. Then there was the firing of
the bullet last night. Fortunaltely, it went
astray. There was a victim, but it was
not the President of the United States
and the vietim only received a wound In
the groin, I understand, and is recov-
ering well at the present time.

Mr. President, I wonder when iuci-
dents of this kind are going to stop. and
i they continue. how are they goiug lo
be stopped? The President has a right
1o visit with the people. whom he repre-
sents as chief of state. But I do not think
i President has the right to place his life
In danger regardless of his personal fecl-
ings, because it is not a matter of Ger-
wld Ford in this instance; but it is a
maller of the President of the United
States in a1l instances. As long as he oc-
cupies thal office, e has a responsibility
to thie American people to po out and
shinke hands—ress the flesh, so to
speak--on occasion. but esrtainly not to
plaes himsell in danger—because, T re-
peal, it s not the man conceimed, it Is the
oflice, in effect, which is of paramount
importance. I hope it will be possible,
through our collective wisdom, to Ly to
devise o system which will afford more
mrotection to a President of the United
Slales. I hope it will bring about, on the
part of the American people, the recog-
nition that a very, very tiny minorily
can wreak great damage on this Repub-
lle through the attempts made on the
Iife of the Chief Executive of this Nation.

Again, Mr. President, I do not know
what the answer is. T just want to express
my shock and my concern and to hope
that what has happened will not become
endemic or epidemie, and that, as far as
protection is concerned, the ultimate will
continue to be given.

I have no eriticism of the Secret Serv-
ice. I think they have done a good job.
But it I5 an impossible job in this day
and age to prolect any one individual if
some person in somie manner wants to
g0 out of his or her way to attempt to
wreck the life of that individual and in
thath manner thereby hurt the Nation as
a whole,
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