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Senate

FrRmAY, DECEMBER 12, 1975

cx.osmd_.nnm:. POST OFFICES

mrtofthemulﬁerv}cetodo&way
with the smaller post offices stretched
hither and yon across the Nation. I think
this is a step in the wrong direction be-
cause what it s helping to do is to erode
the agricultural face of this Nation,

An excellent commentary by Rich-
ard E. Hansen, Jr., of Joplin, Mont., a
columnist for the Great Falls, Mont.,
Tribune, entitled *“Closing Rural Post
Offices, Another Step Toward Closing
Rural America,” deals with this situation.

I ask unanimous consent that this
commentary be printed at this point in
the Recorp. I would hope that my col-
leagues will take the time to read this
because what the Postal Service is con-
templating doing affects everv Stote in
the Union.

There being no objection, the com-
mentary was ordered to be printed in the
REcorp, as follows:

CrLosiNG RURAL PosT OFFIces AxoTHER STEF
Towarp CtosING RURAL AN SRIOA

JorLIN, MoNT—Never before In our 200
-yenr history of independence has citizen faith
in thelr government—and thelr leaders—
been so low, Countless national polls bear
this out. Almost every action our leaders
take, almost every statement they utter, is
regarded with cynlclsm, skeptlcism, or out-
right disbellef.

Over the past quarte‘r-centw or so—ever
since the great migration from rural Amer-
. fca to the cities began, the federal govern-
=l ment has poured countless billlons of dotlars
1= into studies, projects, research, and other
It actlons designed to halt—or reverse this

!T"_'.‘ i trend. Yet, this vast, sprawling, uncoordi-
i1 nated mess of bureaucracles—which has
. come to be known collectively as our federal
*.. government, seems often to be creating on
= one hand, while the other works equally hard
2 to destroy the creatlon. Rural development

o] 15 a good example,
1f i Despite all that has gone intn frying to
y keep people in rural areas, to make them
S more nttractive and better place: in which
X to live, others are doing thelir besi to do just
:Ii the opposite, by closing or curtalling vital
3 services—sauch as our rurnl post oflices. Per-
3 haps it might be well to examine just one
i1 small stretch of Montana—the Hi-line area, !
stretching aboit ane hundred miles, for some Jy
= idea of what has transpired during the past
= 26 vears, and to see how one builds, while
i another destroys,
; Twenty-five years ago. we had at least two
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passenger trains a day that made regular
stops at each Hi-line town. We had regular
dally bus service, We had a Western Unilon
Telegraph office in each town. We each hod
our uwn school—elementary and high school.
We each had our own post oflice—with two
or three dally mail delverles, in and out.
And, nccording to our government, we were
prime candidates for ‘rural development’.

Taday, & quarter-century or 5o luter, we
have no passenger trains that stop. Tf we
want to take a train—and who does with
the surly personnel, dirty, often undepend-
able tralns—we must travel 60 miles or so
to where one stops. (No, I haven't ridden
Amtrak lately, but I hear constant, bitter
reports from those who have.)

We have no bus service. Citizens who do
not drive, or do not have an automoblle or
other means of tlon, are simply
stranded. This, like most of the west, Is a
vast sparsely-populated area. ‘Travellng
great dislances for goods and services, for
the most part, Is simply an accepted fact of
1ife.

But, for some services—whlich our hard-
carned lax dollars go to finance and sup-
port—and which we were led to belleve our
forefathers Intended us fo enjoy as privi-
ledges of a democratic, tax-paying soclety,
such o8 schools, transportation, and espe-
clally posatal service—all at the loeal level,
this to me Is to a large extent what our In-
dependence 1s all about.

We no longer have a Western Unlon office,
or an express office. We have one mail de-
1lvery—in and out—each day. The rallroad
s Ir. the process of closing down all local
depots and frelght offices, and rall freight
in most towns i3 already a thing of the past,
Soon, the local depot agent will also pass lnto
history. Instead, we are told, such things as
the boxear's—necessary to ship our graln
and other products to market, will Dbe
checked, billed, invoiced, and otherwise han-
died by travellng ‘computerized offices” from
the nearest rail hub, some 560 miles awny.
Frelght and express, so we are told, will come
by truck from the same center—when roads
and other factors make it possible.

Our schools nre under constant threat and
pressure to consolidate by both state and
federal government regulations—some have
already gone this route. So, It seems only a
matter of time when these too will no long-
er be a part of our towns.

Now, we are beilng told, our postoflices are
next In line to go. How we will get our mall,
send a letter, or even buy a stamp, we have
yet to learn. But, one of our big Blcentennial
projects Is a Pony Express ride across the
United States. Perhaps this is a pllot project
for things to come.

S0, all this In the short space of about &
quarter-century of “rural development”. Un-
questionably, we were far better off back in
the horse-and-bugey days as far as services
were coucerned than today,

But, with the current cynleisin, one won-
ders If this threat to our small postoMces Is
real, or yet another cry of “"Wolf!” Deslgned
only Lo force more billions of subsidy dollars
into the already wobbly operation; similar
to Amtrak's threat to shut down, which re-
sulted (1 massive tax money transfusions?

It seems aimost incomprehensible that our
vote-conctous politicians, or the federal bu-
reaucrats who feed off Lhe natlon's taxpay-
era, or the millions of local postal patrons—
not to mention the unions, and the multi-
billlon dollar businesses who's foundations
are buillt on our local mail system—would
really stand idiy by and watch this most
basle and necessary of our national services
go down the drain.

Certainly, closing the small rural post-
offices contributes nothing to rural develop-
ment. In fact, the opposite is true. Tf any
rural community can be sald to have a
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central heart—a hub, then it must be the
local postofice. They are the nerve-center,
the most vital part of our small commu-
nities. And, besldes tho esnentinl services
they provide, the niditiuoal jobs they croate
in our always Job-depressed rural areas, are
an Important considerntion as well,

Clesing our small, rural postoffices, is an-
other large step Loward closing rural Amerlca.

Once a small arca—such as the Hi-line—
bonds itself and future generations into debt
for many years—wlith the help and blessing
of one hand of the government—to bulld
sewer, water, and other facilities to attract
people and businesses to the area, and then
finds the other hand busy taking away all
the local services and other necessitles, devel-
opment must crumble in the face of fighting
for mere survival.

8o, if our postofices do go, only a country-
side of ghost towns could be left standing
across our countryside, a mute testimony
to our great experiment in “rural develop-
ment.”

Ironieally, In dealing with rural Ameri-
cans, our leaders and bureaucrats today
seem determined to follow the precedent
gset some 200 years ago, which was to sirlp
the Indians of all thelr land, rights, and
even thelr pride and dignity.

In only about 25 years, through bungling,
mismanagement, waste, stupidity, and just
plain corrnptifon and rip-off. rural America
finds itself gradually losing its rights, priv-
lieges. and services—just as the Tndlans.
We nre managing to travel backward in the
nation's countryside to almost the same
polnt in time when it all began. We seem-—
those of us who live on the land—to have
nearly reached the full clrcle.

December 12, 1975
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