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THE BRANNAN F AR.l\11 PLAN 

Lately, I have been doing some thinking about the farm plan put 

forward by the Honorable Charles Brannan, ~cretary of Agriculture and 

have been relating its various provisions to the operation on our own farm. 

It is my conclusion and firm conviction th'3.t the Br"l.nnan plan would work 

better than any farm program we have ever had in this country -- and for 

the great benefit of the whole nation, consumers as well as farmers. 

I have done some comparing between the Brannan plan and the 

Aiken farm law passed by the last Congress. The Aiken law, passed about 

a year ago in the last-minute rush before Congress adjourned, will go 

into effect next January unless the new Congress passes something better 

in the meantime . I think we should pass something better and that is 

the Brannan Plan. 

Under the Aiken law, prices for farm products may or may not 

be supported, and the support level could be anywhere from 90 per cent of 

parity down to nothing. Under the Brannan plan, however, just about all 

farm co~nodities would be supported if market prices fell below an income 

standard equal to about 100 per cent of present parity. 

Vfuat does the Brannan plan mean to the consumer? Actually, it 

will save him money -- both in food prices at the store, and in taxes. 

The reason is that perishable commodities would be supported through direct 

production payments to farmers, instead of by government purchases on the 

open market which tend to keep retail prices high. Also, there would be 

big savings for all tax payers because the government would not have bur­

densome surplusses to dispose of -- which can cost up to billions of dollars, 

as already has been demonstrated in the case of potatoes . 

Let me repeat that I am firmly convinced the Brannan farm plan 

would work better than anything we have ever had in this country and 

that I will work hard and long in your behalf to have it adopted by this Congress. 
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