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Centering Trauma-Informed 
Care in Montana’s Juvenile 

Justice System:

Why It’s Challenging, and Why It’s Important



The state of 
youth 

incarceration 
today (2019)

Source: Prison Policy Initiative, “Youth Confinement: The Whole Pie 2019”



Over 90%
Of justice-involved youth have had at least one traumatic 
experience. 



Source: Office of Court Administration Youth Court Services Division. Taken from the Youth Court At-A-Glance Report, 
2018. 



Taking a new 
direction.



Source: Linking Systems of Care Project, University of Montana Criminology Research Group, Department of Sociology



Source: Linking Systems of Care Project, University of Montana Criminology Research Group, Department of Sociology



Ethical 
questions



Issue: Data 
Sharing



Issue: Funding



Rurality of 
Montana

Issue 



Issue: Reactive 
System



Source: Prison Policy Initiative, “Youth Confinement: The Whole Pie 2019”
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