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As much Japan's ambassador to the U.S.
as America's ambassador to Japan, the native
Montanan comments on these two
world leaders' roles, as we approach,
what he's termed, the Pacific Era.

with
Ambassador
Michael
joseph
Mansfield
e has been called "the most admired American in Japan since
H
MacArthur." A hale and vigorous 80,
Michael Joseph Mansfield is the
oldest American diplomat on active
service anywhere in the world. He
was appointed Ambassador to Japan
in 1976 by President Jimmy Carter,
not long after he had retired from a
distinguished 34-year career in
Congress- a record 16 of those years
as Senate Majority Leader. He was
reappointed in 1981 by President
Reagan, and is thus one of the few if not the only - senior diplomats to
hold so major a post under opposing
administrations.
"Mr. Mike" was a young man in the
Marines when he first saw Japan, in
1922 when a ship carrying him from a
tour of duty in the Pacific put in to
port at Nagasaki. When he returned
to his native Montana, he was a coal
miner with a seventh-grade education and a consuming interest in the
Orient; in the middle of the Great Depression, his ever-supportive wife,
Maureen, gave up her job as a school
teacher in Butte, cashed in her insurance policy and put her husband
through the University of Montana at
Missoula. He earned his high school
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diploma and his A.B. at about the
same time, went on to take a Master's
degree, and later did postgraduate
work at the University of California.
For eight years, he was a teacher of
Far Eastern history and political science.
Elected to the House of Representatives in 1942, he made foreign relations- and especially the Orient- his
legislative specialty. "Most of the
time," he observes, "I was almost
alone in the House and Senate in
showing an interest in this part of the
world." A presidential representative to China in 1944, he went on to
serve on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and to chair the Subcommittee on Far Eastern Affairs,
visiting the People's Republic five
times. Out of this experience came
the firm conviction that we stand on
the threshold of the Pacific Centurywhen the focus of world affairs is
shifting to the nations that rim the
eastern sea.

Jared Lubarsky is a free-lance writer based
in Tokyo. He is an editor at the Japan
Foundation .

You've often said that AmerQ •• ica's
relationship with Japan is

"the most important bilateral relationship in the world, bar none."
How does that relationship stay
afloat, when ordinary people on one
side- the American side- know so little about the people on the other?
Well, I think as far as the gov• ernment is concerned, and some
of the press, that the idea is beginning to take hold; the importance of
that relationship is becoming more
apparent. One only has to look at the
demographic trends in our own country, and the trade figures in this part
of the world, to begin to get an idea
of the shift in this direction - the
Pacific Basin, which includes Japan
and East Asia - and the economic potential involved. When you have a
two-way trade amounting to about
$63 billion, which was the case in
1982, and compare that with two-way
trade totaling $42 billion in 1975 for
all of East Asia including Japan, you
have an idea of just what this area
means, of what its potential can beand will be. Walt Whitman in the last
century said in one of his poems,
"Westward, ever westward to Oregon," but I think if he were alive
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Japan has been the chief beneficiary of the international
trading system, and therefore has to assume a greater
degree of responsibilit!J if it wants that system to continue.
But we have to recognize that many of the difficulties
we've had to endure, ecO'rUYmically spealring, have been
of our oum making.

16200 Ventura Blvd., Encino,
CAL 91436 U.S.A.
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But my job is to represent my country as faithfully and as honestly as I
can, and I do. By the same token,
however, my job is also to report back
to my government as honestly and as
candidly as I can - and I do. If they
agree with it, fine; if they don't, at
least they have it on record.
What were your expectations
• of this job when you first came,
a how have they worked out?
I didn't think it was going to
• be as difficult as it was- and still
is. It wasn't until I had been out here
about half a year that I began to see
the problems that were looming on
the horizon: trade, primarily, and defense to a minor extent - because
there I think the progress has been
steady and significant over the past
13 years. I very much appreciate
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"Westward, ever
westward to the Orient."
Japan now puts a great deal of
• money and effort into presenting itself to the world, into appeals for
understanding. But most people yourself included - seem to feel that
when they try to make their point of
view known, they come out very
stilted and unconvincing. What are
the cultural reasons for this? Is this
always going to come hard for the
Japanese?
No- I think it will improve in
• time. But they have been an insular and isolated people for many
centuries. They have been able to accommodate themselves to other cultures, but while this has been a quick
process on the surface, it has been a
much slower process underneath.

The Japanese have done a lot of
things in support of us, for example,
that have never yielded a broadbased understanding for them in the
United States or in the world at large
... I don't think they have to hire
American PR people; they have very
good people here [in Japan]. Some of
the firms they use, like Dentsu, have
connections with American public relations firms. They do spend a lot of
money, I understand, through the administration back here, and through
the Embassy in Washington, but the
results are not apparent.
How does that effect your own
• role? It's often been said - in a
very admiring way - that you are as
much Japan's ambassador to the
United
States
as
America's
ambassador to Japan.
Well, I suppose that's some• thing that any ambassador has
to expect- to be alluded to that way.
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what they've done, despite the obstacles which t hey've had to overcome
under Article IX of their Constitution, the need for a consensus of
sorts, the reactions of their Asian
neighbors, the basic antimilitarism of
the Japanese people, and the austerity of the budget from which they
had to work.
It's been a difficult but very interesting six and one-half years. I've
learned a lot; I had a lot to learn. And
I think it will be very interesting and
difficult for the next decade, because
when you develop an economic trade
relationship as we have, there are
bound to be difficulties from time to
time, obstacles to overcome. I want
to do my best while I'm here to reach
compromises and solutions to these
difficulties, so that this relationship
can grow in strength, can become
more durable, and be in place for the
next century to bring about the de-

velopment of the Pacific Basin which will mark the beginning of the
Pacific Era.
What do you think served you
• best in the ambassadorship
from your experience in the Congress? Does this job require the same
kinds of political skills?
No skills. It was just a matter
• of recognizing that there's a lot
I don't know, that no one can become
an expert in a particular country or
area- and that the Japanese really
don't understand themselves any
more than we do. They have less excuse, because they are more
homogeneous; and we have more of
an excuse because we're so diverse in
our population. But in the Congress I
worked on the principle that all Senators should be given the same consideration: those with the greatest
seniority, and those who had just
come into the Senate; Republicans as
well as Democrats. I tried to treat the
other Senators as I'd like to be
treated, and I've approached the
Japanese in the same way. I think in
both instances, the results have been
worthwhile.
That's a very different attitude
• from the attitude here, where
seniority is everything - where
people are treated differently according to their ages.
That's true, but maybe that's
• one of the reasons why I'm accepted out here: seniority and age.
Do you think that has some• thing to do with the way you've
been so well accepted? That you are
seen as an elder statesman?
How well accepted remains to
• be seen. But it hasn't hurt.
Getting back to something you
• said a moment ago, about the
Japanese not understanding themselves. You've said that Japan is
"much stronger, more successful and
more influential than many Japanese
themselves recognize." Just how do
the Japanese see themselves, and
their role in the world, from your perspective here after six and a one-half
years?
They're loath to come on to
• the world stage- but they have
no choice, because they are dependent upon the rest of the world for
their survival. Maybe that's a little
too strong, but not too far off the
mark, because they have nothing in
the way of natural resources except
people - which is a tremendous resource if used right.
My own state of Montana is the
closest in size to Japan among the
fifty states in the Union, and we're
4,000 square miles bigger. Our popu-
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BEFORE,

NEVER AGAIN
OPPORTUNITY
The only private residential land in the town of
West Yellowstone, Montana, at prices Aspen and
Jackson Hole enjoyed years
ago, is now for sale.
Residents enjoy:
• West entrance to
Yellowstone National Park
• 30 miles to Old Faithful
geyser
• Fantastic fishing- international headquarters of The
Federation of Fly Fishers
• New home of Ski
Yellowstone, a 1, 500 acre
resort complex on the
shores of beautiful Hebgen
Lake
• Snowmobile capital of the
world
• Cross country ski activities, including national
Yellowstone Rendezvous
meet
For more information contact:

lation in the last census was 787,000
people, and some of us - I'm serious
- think t hat's a little too much. But
t he J apanese have somewhere between 119 and 120 million people, and
I understand 60 percent of them live
on two percent of the land. Montana
has all kinds of resources - middling
amounts of oil and gas, and we'll find
more. We have the biggest coal reserves in the United States - enough
to last 400 or 500 years -just in one
state. Copper, tungsten, manganese,
zinc. Lots of lumber . We ship 35 percent of our grain to Japan; we were
shipping before I came here - I had
nothing to do with it. So we're a developing state, one in fifty; Japan is a
developed nation, and it's dependent
upon the outside world for its survival.
Not only dependent, but extremely
vulnerable - to the forces of nature,
to the forces of economics, and in the
area of defense. They are forced to go
out into the world, and they have to
do a good job at it. They have, and
t hey will - but they have to recognize
t hat being a superpower, economically speaking, makes them a great
power. You can't avoid political and
diplomatic responsibilities when you
achieve that status, and they are
loath to accept that.
Prime Minister Nakasone, in his
first year in office, has brought Japan
onto the world stage for the first time
- and in the process brought himself
front and center. When you saw the
pictures at Williamsbur g, you didn't
have to look at the end of the line or
the background to find out where the
Japanese Prime. Minister was. This
was beneficial for Nakasone - maybe
more so in the world than back here
- but it may have done him a good
deal more good at home than we tend
to appreciate. After all, the Prime
Minister of Japan represents his
country; it was a good thing for him to
get up on center stage. My feeling is
that the Japanese are gradually accommodating themselves to this new
posture, and are beginning to like it.
You've seen several major
• changes in the style of political
leadership here during your term of
service. How has t hat affected you?
It hasn't affected us at all.
• Japan is a sovereign nation;
they elect their own officials. Whoever they happen to be, you work
with them to the best of your ability.
But they've all been good. Prime
Minister Fukuda was a man of great
vision, with an awareness of the
economic situation that was developing; his successor, Ohira, was a man
with a great potential, and he was the
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one who initiated the idea of the
Pacific Community. Suzuki, who did
not seek power- power sought himwas a much better Prime Minister
than he has been given credit for ; he
was the one who came up with the initiative for Japan to take over the defense of its sea lanes. Nakasone is a
different type: he's trying to lead,
and the J apanese have to get used to
that. On the basis of his success in foreign policy - wher e his record, I
think, has been perfect - he has
achieved a gradually growing degree
of recognition and acceptance; he has
tremendous prospects for becoming a
great Prime Minister, if he can overcome the obstacles within his own
party, and put into effect the proposals he has not been bashful in
enunciating.

''

Our country ha.r; ahvays taken
too much for granted; and let
other countries come to learn
about us and our diversities,
but 'lee haven 't been too keen
on learning about others.
And one of the best ways to
bring about better
understanding is through
exchanges of all kinds.

''

•• President
You were appointed by one
and reappointed by
Q
another of very different political

persuasion - to the universal delight
of the Japanese. You have 200 million
friends in this country: are any of
them personal friends? Who do you
play poker with?
I don't play poker. We have
• some friends here, my wife and
I , but we've had few close personal
friends in our lifetime. Good friends,
we've had many; understanding
friends, we've had more. The thing to
do is to try to get a feeling for the
country and its people, but not to impose yourself on them.
Do you find that it takes more
• time in this country, to develop
those kinds of friendships - that
people are much less willing to talk
about themselves, to provide an
opening?

A

•

•
Q

Yes, and I think it's not a bad
•• trait.
A
After all, I am a gaijin an outsider. I am a guest in this country, and they treat me as a guest. Of
course, I'm favored over a lot of my
fellow citizens, but that goes with the
job and the responsibility.
How do the Japanese react to
• your being from Montana?
Does that mean anything to them at
all?
It's beginning to mean a little
• something to them, and out of it
has come the development of a sisterstate relationship with Kumamoto
prefecture. I had nothing to do with
it - it was developed by Governor
Sawada of Kumamoto. Now we have
good agricultural exchanges; we have
exchanges between the University of
Kumamoto and several of the Montana higher educational institutions.
I have never pushed Montana, because my job is to represent the
United States as a whole; but
Montanans have been coming over
here in the hundreds each year - a
pretty expensive proposition, but
they're coming
and they'r e
impressed.
I think most people are impressed
when they come to Japan. They can't
help but admire the security of a
country where you can walk any
street of any city at any hour and feel
perfectly safe, where civility and
courtesy are normal and not something you have to dredge up, where
you have a good relationship between
the police and the neighborhood. The
Japanese have to live on a basis of the
group concept because their living
conditions are so crowded; they have
to make do with what little t hey have,
and they've been very successful at
it.
There are competitive years
• ahead, in the relationship between the United States and J apan;
there are conflicts now, and differences of opinion. What do you think
ought to be done, especially on the
American side, that isn't being done
already, to make sure that we will be
talking to each other on some foundation of mutual understanding?
I think we have to get away
• from trying to blame Japan as a
scapegoat for our own economic errors. Japan can and should open its
own markets to give us the same opportunities here, generally speaking,
that we give them in the United
States. Japan has been the chief beneficiary of the international trading
system, and therefore has to assume
a greater degree of responsibility if it
wants that system to continue. But
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Heart disease
or stroke can cheat
you out of the best years
of your life.

we have to look at the motes in our
own eyes as well, and recognize that
many of the difficulties we've had to
endure, economically speaking, have
been of our own making. You can't
cure ills which are largely our responsibility by pointing the finger at
someone else.
Economic differences can work
• themselves out when both parties know who they're talking to when they have some kind of feel for
each other's culture and ways of
thought. Do you feel satisfied at this
point with the kinds of institutions,
the kinds of money being spent, on
cultural exchange between the two
countries?
No, I'm not - but I think the
• Japanese are doing a lot more
than we are. They have about 1,200
or 1,300 students in our universities;
it's my understanding that we have
about 500 out here. Frankly, I doubt
if we have more than 100 real students, in the sense of people trying to
learn Japanese as the Japanese are
trying to learn about us. Our country
has always taken too much for
granted; and let other countries come
to learn about us and our diversities,
but we haven't been too keen on
learning about others. The Japanese
have a drive; English is just as difficult for them as Japanese is for us,
but they force themselves to !earn.
They know what has to be done, and
they are making a real effort.
I think some progress has been
made on our side, but a lot more
needs to be done. And one of the best
ways to bring about better understanding is through exchanges of
all kinds: cultural, business and
trade union, Diet-to-Congress, farm
groups, friendship groups. Those are
the things that count, because you
get down to the people.
Do you find that a little ironic?
• The Japanese are always talking about their shimaguni konjo their "island mentality" - but it
sounds as though you are saying that
Americans are more insular in their
attitudes.
Yes, more self-satisfied. We've
• been a lucky people. We've inherited a new continent; we were top
dog in all respects after the Second
World War. Now things are changing; we're looking to and depending
more on our friends- we have to. This
isn't a bad thing; it brings about a
greater degree of equality, and greater degree of interdependence. We're
all neighbors, one with another,
whether we like it or not, so we'd better accommodate ourselves to it. 0
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Those are the years shared with
people you love. And when a loved
one is gone, everything changes.
You can't imagine the loss, unless it
happens to you. Last year, nearly
one million Americans died of heart
disease and stroke- 200,000 of
them before retirement age.
The American Heart Association
is fighting to reduce early death
and disability from heart disease
and stroke with research, professional and public education, and
community service programs.
But more needs to be done.
You can help us save young lives
by sending your dollars today to
your local Heart Association, listed
in your telephone directory.
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